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PREFACE 


By his reforming activities Raja Rammohun Roy made 
many enemies among the orthodox Hindus as well as orthodox 
Christians. Some of his orthodox countrymen, not satis- 
fied with meeting his arguments with arguments, went to the 
length of spreading calumnies against him regarding his cha- 
racter and integrity. These calumnies found their way 
into the works of some of his Indian biographers. Miss 
S. D. Collet has, however, very ably defended the character of 
the Raja against these calumnies in her work, “The Life and 
Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy.” But recently documents 
m the archives of the Governments of Bengal and India as well 
as of the Calcutta High Court were laid under contribution 
to support some of these calumnies. These activities reached 
their climax when on the eve of the centenary celebration of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy on the 27th September, 1933, 
short extracts were published from the Bill of Complaint of a 
suit brought against him in the Supreme Court by his nephew 
Govindaprasad Roy to prove his alleged iniquities. These 
efforts to revive and rehabilitate the calumnies drew our attention 
to these documents. Even before our attention was drawn to 
the publication of these notes m the monthly journals, one of 
us (Dr. Majumdar) had been carrying on original researches in 
connexion with the hfe and works of the Raja at the request of 
the late lamented Mr. Kshitindranath Tagore, the Secretary 
and Acharya of the Adi Brahmo Samaj, Calcutta. We got an 
opportunity to inspect and examme for ourselves the records of 
the High Court, which opened our eyes to the utter baselessness 
of the above allegations. This led us next to examine the 
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tecorda of llie Govcmnicnta of Indm nnd BengnI TTic 
cncoumRcmcnl nnd enllmainam of llic Into Inmenlcd Mr 
Knahnn Kiimnr Milrn ihc Prcsidcnl of ihc Sndhnmn Brnhmo 
Snmnj, Cnicuttn, lin\c nlao l>ccii Rtcnt inccnlncs in our work 
This wlume owes ila publicniion to the munificence of 
Kumnr Nirendm Nntli Lnw, PhD, PRASB, n lenmed 
pntron of Icnming, wJio lins borne t)ic entire coat of its printing 
ns well ns to the co-opcmlion of Mr Rnmnnnnda Chnttcrjee, 
M A , the editor of the Modern Rcolcw who helped us to over- 
come mnnj of our difllcullics We nrc nlso indebted to the 
libemhlj of the Inle Sir Jngndish Qinndrn Bose the Mnhnmjn of 
Pilhnpumm, Sir Pmfulln Oinndm Rn>, the nulhontiea of the 
Sndhnmn Bmhmo &imnj, Cnicuttn, Lndy Abnln Bose, Mr 
Topan Mohun Chntter)ee Bnr nt Lnw Mr Sudhnngsu Mohun 
Bose, M A Bar nt Lnw Member of the Public Service Com 
mission, Bengal Prof Amiyn Kumnr Sen, M A of the 
Calcutta University, Mr &>msht Mohun Ro> Soliator Mrs 
Hemlntn Tngore Mr J De I C S Dr D M Bose Lt 
Col M Das, IMS, tmd others 

The volume has been divided into three parts The first 
part contains records relating to the private nffnirs of Rnmmohun 
Roy nnd his father and brothers The second part contains 
records of cases brought against the Rnjn m the Supreme Court 
nnd the Sudder Dewnny Adalul The third part contains re- 
cords of proceedmgs against the Roja s eldest son The records 
embodied m the second ond third ports ore really annals of the 
Raja 8 long persecution, and these bring mto clear rehef the 
greatness nnd patriotism of the man, who m the midst of these 
attacks to bring down ruin and disgrace on him never lost 
sight of his self imposed mission of uphftmg his countrymen 
The records have been arranged chronologically and 
though contaiiung a large number of copyists mistakes, which 
have been retamed in most places as they were would not pre 
vent the mlelligent reader from getting at their meaning 
or purport The dates appended nt the end of the two Supreme 
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Court cases would help the reader to understand their day-to- 
day development. 

The records of the Revenue and Judicial departments that 
have been printed in this volume belong to the Government of 
Bengal. 

Most of the records printed in this volume have been 
brought to the notice of the public for the first time, and all of 
them have been collected independently. 

The documents contain a bewildering variety of spelling of 
proper names and Indian technical terms. The Glossary and 
Index of proper names may be consulted for the standard forms. 

The preparation of this volume has been made possible 
through the kind help and generosity of various people, for 
which we take this opportunity to tender them our grateful 
thanks. In the first place, our debt of gratitude to Sir Manmatha 
Nath Mukherjee, Kt., the Ex-Chief Justice of the Calcutta High 
Court, is very great indeed. He did Dr. Majumdar the unpre- 
cedented favour of giving him permission to take copies of the 
records of the two Supreme Court cases free of all costs. We 
are also indebted to the Hon’ble Sir Harold Derbyshire, Kt., 
the present Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, for per- 
mission granted to Dr. Majumdar to take photographs of the 
documents reproduced in the plates attached to Appendix I, 
and to the Registrar of the Appellate Side of the same Court for 
allowing Dr. Majumdar to inspect and take copies of the Persian 
judgments inserted m Appendix II. The Registrar of the Original 
Side and the Keepers of records of both sides of 
the Calcutta High Court have rendered us valuable 
assistance. Our thanks are also due to the Government 
of Bengal and the Collector of Burdwan for permitting us 
to search and take copies of their records, as well as to the 
Keepers of those records for all the help rendered to us in the 
prosecution of our work. In this connexion we have to acknow- 
ledge our special indebtedness to Mr. Lalita Prasad Dutt, late 
Keeper of Records of the Government of Bengal, and his staff 
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\%ho helped ua in our \%ork ^^llh unfniling courtesy \Vc are 
also indebted to Mnuln\i Shamsuddm Ahmed of the Indian 
Museum for the English translation of the judgment of the 
Sadar Dcu-any Adalat, and to Shams ul Ulama Dr Hidayat 
Hussain Khan Bahadur, of the Ro>-nl Asiatic Soacly of Bengal 
for 1 indly correcting the proofs of the Persian records inserted 
in Appendix 11 

Colcutia, R C. 

September, 1938 J K M 
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INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR 
By Ramaprasad Chanda 


The death of Raja Rammohun Roy on the 27th September, 
1833, at Bristol, was followed by the publication^f biographical 
notices by his English friends of which Dr. Lant Carpen- 
ter’s sketch IS the most informative. An “Autobiographical 
letter’’ of doubtful authenticity appeared in the Atheneum of 
October 5, 1833. A longer memoir was contributed to the 

Calcutta Review of 1845 by Mr. Kissory Chand Mitra. Miss 
Mary Carpenter published a detailed account of the last phase 
of the life of Raja Rammohun Roy (1831-1833) in her 
The last days in England of the Raja Rammohun Roy first 
published in 1866. Nagendra Nath Chatterji, a missionary of 
the Sadharan Brahma Samaj, published a biography of the 
Rajah with an account of his writings in the Bengali language 
in 1882. Miss Sophia Dobson Collet undertook to compile a 
complete biography in English after critically examining all the 
available sources of information afresh, but died on the 27th 
March, 1894, leaving her work unfinished. Before her death 
she had sent this message to Mr. Harold Collet “I am dying. 

I can not finish my ‘Life of Rammohun Roy.’ But when I 
enter the Unseen, I want to be able to tell Rammohun that his 
life will be finished. Will you finish it for me?’’ Her Life and 
Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy was completed and pubj^shed 
privately in 1900. These and other biographical works deal 
mainly with the public life of Raja Rammohun Roy as a reli- 
gious, social and educational reformer and a publicist. The 
documents published m this volume mamly relate to his private 
life from December, 1796, and furnish interesting details about 
the litigations, both civil and criminal, that were instituted 
against him and his son Radhaprasad Roy and greatly 
harrassed him during the busiest years of his public life. 
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Ramkamta Roy 

Rnmknntn Roy, father of Rnmmohun Roy, was the fifth 
of the seven sons of Brajnvinod Roy of Rodhanagar, a village 
then in the Burdwan, and now in the Hugh, distnet in Bengal 
Bmjnvinod Roy evidently held a responsible office under the 
Subahdar (V iceroy) of Bengal, for, in a letter addressed to Ram- 
tnohun Roy in^ 1828 King Akbar of Delhi refers to the good 
services rendered by his (Rammohun s) grandfather to his late 
Majesty at the time of his residence m the Eastern Provinces ‘ 
Elmperor Shah Alam came to the Eastern Provinces as heir- 
apparent in 1759, and continued there even after his succes- 
sion to the impcnal throne till 9th Apnl, 1771 After the 
death of Brajavinod Roy, Romhanta and his brothers did not 
live together ns a joint Hindu family, but were divided in food 
estate and interest (p 141) Deeds were drawn up and execu 
ted by Ramkanto Roy and his brothers when this division and 
partition of estate took place (p 142) Ramkanta was married 
to three wves the eldest of whom was named Subhadra Devi, 
the seconA Tanni Devi, and the third Rammara Devi He had 
two sons, Jagamohun and Rammohun, and a daughter, by his 
second wife Tnnni Devi and a eon, Ramlochan, by his third 
wife Rammam Devi (p 63) There is considerable difference of 
opimon about the date of Rammohun Roy s birth In the 
mscnption on hie tomb carved m 1672 his birth is put down in 
1 774 Our earliest authonty for this date is Mr John Digby s 
introduction to Rammohun Roy s English translation of the 
Cena Upanishad and the Abridgment of Vedant reprinted in 
London m 1817 wherein it is said that the age of the author at 
that time was about forty three years ^ which indicates 1774 
as the date of his birth Dr Lant Carpenter m his biographi 
cal sketch first publishd m 1833 says Rammohun Roy was 
bom most probably about 1774 On the strength of more 

I Polmoit Caniultaaonj, 26di Match rSjo no- 97 

1 S D CoUct, Uf, tnd LcUm 0/ fiaja JlonmoAan Roy eaittd by Hm 

Chaodra Strkar Calcum, p 15. 
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definite informations Miss S. D. Collet puts down the date of 
Rammohun Roy’s birth on May 22, 1772.^ This earlier date 
suits the early activities of Rammohun Roy’s life better than the 
later one. So his birth synchronised with the decision of the 
East India Company to stand forth as Dewan and undertake 
the administration of Bengal and Behar directly. 

Documents published in this volume furnish no informa- 
tion about the career of his father, Ramkanta Roy, till the year 
1791 when Rammohun was in his twentieth year. A reference 
in a letter of a later date (no. 10) shows that Ramkanta Roy 
was sued by the Maharaja of Burdwan ten years earlier (1780- 
1781). But as the papers relating to the suit could not be traced 
m the Collectorate of Burdwan (no. 1 1) we do not know what 
it was about. Before 1791 Ramkanta Roy held in farm par- 
gana (estate) Gopbhum or Goalabhum in the Burdwan district 
on an annual rent of Rs. 51,931-11-9-2 from government. 
From April 1791 (1198 Bengali era) he took in farm another 
government estate, pargana Bhursut, in the same district for a 
term of nme years on an annual rent of Rs. 1 ,01 ,389 as one of 
the “four of the most responsible men in the district’’ (nos. 2-5). 
His eldest son Jagamohun Roy stood as his security. Jaga- 
mohun Roy was evidently associated with his father in the busi- 
ness of farming estates, and by 1791 had achieved an independ- 
ent position in recognition of which he was accepted as a security 
of his father. In 1792 Ramkanta Roy removed with his family 
from his ancestral house at Radhanagar to a new house which 

he built in a neighbouring village, Langurpara or Nangurpara. 

€> 

The house included a few brick built structures and was sur- 
rounded by a brick wall (no. 82). In July, 1796, he 
purchased m public auction at the Board of Revenue office a 
mahal or taluk called Harirampur in pargana Ghitua paying 
a net revenue of Rs. 25,883. 14. 12 for Rs“. 9970 in the name 
of his son Jagamohun Roy. 


3 Miss Collet, op cft.p I note 
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Towards the end of 17% Ramknntn Roy look n step that 
grently mfluenccd the career of his second son, Rommohun 
He divided the bulk of his immoveable property among his 
three sons by a deed of partition executed on the 1st December, 
1796 (19th Agrahnyann, 1203) He assigned the house at 
Langurpara jointly to Jagamohun and Rammohun, and his 
share of the ancestral house at Radhanagar to his youngest son, 
Ramloehnn Among other properties he allotted the entire 
taluk Hanrampur to Jagamohun, and a house wlh a pond 
bounded by four boundaries purchased of Ramenshna Set and 
others at Jorasanco in Mauxa Calcutta to Rammohun fn the 
concluding paragraph of the deed of partihon Ramhanta Roy 
states, A small part of my self ncquued property and the 
Burdwan lodgmg House remain my oivn exclusive of the 
shares of Ishwar which devolved from my father remams yours 
three Persons in equal shares All the Idols and Worship 
connectei^ with the Worship which I have estabhshed myself 
remam mine, you have no concern therewith (pp 71-75) 

The deed of partihon was duly registered by the Kasu of 
Kxishnanagar (p 255) and given effect to Ramlochan Roy with 
his mother Rammani Devi went to hve in the house at Radha- 
nagar allotted to him six months after the parhhon (p 142) 
Ramkanta Roy went to Burdwan and resumed his duhes as a 
farmer of revenue Besides Gopbhum and Bhursut farmed of 
government he probably held m farm three parganas within the 
Zemindary of the Raja of Burdwan Maharaj Tejehand was 
then ^e owner of the bulk of the Zermndary of the Burdwan 
Raj But some of the parganas included in that Zemmdary 
were owned by his mother Maharam Vishnukuman Probably 
three piargaiiaa owned by her were held in farm by 
Ramhanta Roy The Collector of Burdwan speaks of him 
(no 15) as possessmg the uncontrolled management of the 
Ram 8 affairs and elsewhere he is called the MoJ^htar, agent of 
the Ram s estate (p 32) 

Tappa or pargana Barda was offered for sale for the 
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balance of the revenue of 1203 B.S. (1796-1797) in May, 1797. 
As the purchasers could not pay the whole of the 
purchase money, a private purchase was made by them 
(Ramnidhi Ghose, Svarupchand Roy, Ramchandra Sen) of 
the three following mahals, — Rasikpur, Purangang, Purulia. 
Jagamohun Roy, now separated from his father, pur- 
chased these three mahals from these •three persons 
for Rs. 36,000 by registered deeds of sale (no 13). But 
it was then “well known,” we are told by the Collector of Burd- 
'wan, that the three mahals had been purchased by Maharam 
Vishnukumari in the name of those three persons, and that their 
tiansfer to Jagamohun Roy by deeds of sale was arranged by 
his father Ramkanta Roy who then possessed the management 
of the Rani’s affairs (no. 15). 

In the year following the purchase of these three taluks 
happened an event that turned the tide of the fortune of Ram- 
kanta Roy and Jagamohun Roy and led to their rum. Maha- 
rani Vishnukumari of Burdwan died m 1205 B S. (from about 
the middle of April, 1798, to the middle of March, 1799). 
Tappa or pargana Barda in which huda or taluk Purulia was in- 
cluded was offered for sale for the arrear of revenue of 1205 B S. 
Jagamohun Roy submitted petitions praying that the three 
taluks purchased by him should be separated from the pargana 
and treated as independent revenue-paying taluks, and that 
Purulia should not be sold for the arrears of Barda (nos. 15, 17- 
19) In his letter of the 12th July, 1799, the Collector of 
Burdwan refers to a darkhasta or petition from Maharaja Tej- 
chand of Burdwan requesting that no private transfer or any 
land made by Ramchandra Sen be separated, because all lands 
purchased in the name of that person are benami purchases or 
purchases made in his name for another party, and were really 
the property of his mother, late Maharani Vishnukumari, and 
as her heir he himself was entitled to their possession (no. 19). 
Maharaja Tejchand dispossessed Jagamohun Roy of taraf 
Rasikpur. The latter filed a suit in the Burdwan Dewani Adalat 
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(civil court) for recovering possession of that mnhnl against him 
and his agent Synmaundnr Roy (no 20) On the 13th of 
July, 1799, Maharaja Tcjchand ns plnintilT filed a title suit 
for the possession of Rnsikpur, Purangnng and Purulia against 
jngnmohun Roy, Rnmkanta Roy and Rnmmdhi Chose in the 
Zillnh court of Burdwnn The Zillnh judge disbelieved the evi- 
dence produccchby Jagamohun Roy that he had purchased the 
taluks from Maharant Vishnukumnn and gave judgment m 
favour of the plaintiff with costs jsayahle by Jagamohun and 
Ramkanta Roy They appealed to the Provinaal Court of 
Calcutta against the decision of the Zillah judge The Provin 
cinl Court reversed the decision of the Zillah Court and allowed 
Jagamohun Roy to retam possession of the lands Maharaja 
Tcjchand apfieoled to the Sadnr Deivani Adniat against the 
decision of the Provincial Court The judges of the Sadar Dewani 
Adniat delivered judgment on the )6th September 1803 four 
months after the death of Ramkanta Roy when Jagamohun Roy 
was m confinement m the Dewani (avil) jail of Midnapur (no 
50) They concurred with the 2jllab judge reversmg the deci 
Sion of the Provmcial Court, and ordered the payment of costs 
in each of the courts by Jagamohun Roy 

The title suit for recovering possession of Rasikpur Puran 
gang and Purulia was not the first law suit brought by Maharaja 
Tejehand of Burdwan against Ramkanta Roy and Jagamohun 
Roy The Collector of Burdwan wntes in his letter of the 14th 
November 1799 of Ramkanta Roy having with him (his 
son Jagamohun Roy) absconded to avoid the operation of some 
decre« passed against him m the Adawlut (no 21) These 
decrees were evidently obtamed m the Dewany Adalat of 
Hugh (nos 41 and 46) In another letter (no 24) it is stated 
that the Raja of Burdwan has a large demand against Ram 
kanta Roy for which he knows he would be detained Again 
m a letter of the 30th May 1803 (no 47), the CoUector 
states that he has learnt from RamJochan Roy the youngest son 
of Ramkanta Roy that the latter owes Rs 80 000 to the Raja of 
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Burdwan. Evidently the heavy debt (Rs. 80,000) referred to 
is the “large demand” mentioned in the other letter (no. 24), 
and originated in the decrees referred to in the letter of the 1 4th 
November, 1799. As the execution of the decrees was appre- 
hended only in the latter half of November, 1799, it may be 
presumed that the money suits were instituted by Maharaja 
Tejchand after the death of his mother, and probably Maharani 
Vishnukumari herself was the original creditor of Ramkanta 
Roy, and, had she been living, she would not have sued him 
for the dues. Our only sources of information, statements of 
the Collector of Burdwan based on hearsay, do not enable us 
to unravel the details of the transactions between Ramkanta Roy 
and Maharaja Tejchand. 

The fear of the execution of the decrees obtained by the 
Raja of Burdwan paralysed the normal activities, collection of 
rent from the tenants of the taluks and farms, of Ramkanta Roy 
and Jagamohun Roy. Bengali year 1206 ending in March 1800 
was the last year of Ramkanta Roy’s lease of Bhursut. Dunng the 
previous eight years he had paid the revenue regularly. When 
he absconded after the pronouncement of the decrees against 
him m the civil court, the Collector of Burdwan apprehended 
arrears (no. 21). At the end of B.S. 1206 a balance of Rs. 
2851-6 fell due from Ramkanta Roy. Jagamohun Roy failed 
to pay the revenue of Harirampur for B S. 1207 (April 1800 to 
March 1801), and a balance of Rs. 9600-8-1 was due from him 
in the beginning of the following year (no. 28). Ramkanta Roy 
was put in confinement for the arrears of Bhursut in the begin- 
ning of May, 1800 (no. 23), and remained m jail till the end of 
September, 1801, when his dues amounting in principal and 
interest to Rs. 3338-2-5 were recovered partly by a sale of the 
lands of his security, Jagamohun Roy, and partly by receipts 
from himself. Jagamohun Roy also was confined in the 
Dewani jail of Burdwan in June, 1801 , at first as the security of 
his father. When the latter was released on payment of 
his dues on the 1st October, 1801, Jagamohun Roy was detain- 
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ed for the nrrenra of Hnrimmpur (nos 36 nnd 46) nnd )n(cr on 
transferred to the Midnnpur De^vnni jnil (nos 36 nnd 40) where 
he remnmed m confinement for n further perrod of over three 
years till February, 1605 

After his release from the Dewani jnil of Burd^vnn early 
in October, 1601, Rnmkonla Roy had hltle peace In the 
absence of Jagamohun Roy confined at Midnnpur he had to 
conduct the case relating to the oivncrship of Rasikpur and two 
other taluks brought on by Maharaja Tejehand In a petition 
for release from jail submilted in March, 1803, Jagamohun Roy 
soys of Romkanta Roy, he is very much in debt to the Raja 
of Burdwan, who obtained decrees against him in the Dewanny 
Adawlut of fdooghly, kept him some time in confinement there, 
then got him transferred to the Dewani Jail of Burdwan and has 
since been able to recover little or nothmg from him owing to 
poverty (no 46) The Collector of Midnapur requested the 
Collector of Burdwan to make mqumes about the affaua of 
Ramkanta Roy In his letter of the 30th March, 1803 (no 47) 
the Collector of Burdwan wntes m reply that he could not meet 
Ramkanta Roy who was not at Burdwan but his youngest son, 
Ramlochan Roy made this statement 

He stated that his father has been able to jiay the Rajah 
of Burdwan only 500 Rs since his release from confinement a 
year and a half ago that he still owes him 80 000 Rs payable 
by instalments m the course of 1 1 years that the only chance 
he has of being able to pay this amount, consists in his obtaming 
a pro^t from a farm of a lac of rupees per annum which he 
holds from the Rajah that the dependence of the whole family 
IS on this farm (no 47) 

On the contrary in his explanation attached to the Report 
on Jagamohun Roy dated the I4th January 1803 the Collector 
of Midnapur writes of Ramkanta Roy he is said to be worth 
near two lacs of Rujieca (no 42) This statement represents 
the general opmion of the day Ramkanta Roy died m May 
1803 a httle over a month after his youngest son Ramlochan 



XXVI 1 


made ihc slalcmcnt quoted above to the Collector of Burdwan. 
The only assets left by him were, (I) the house at Burdwan 
woith about seven or eight thousand rupees. The Raja of 
Burdwan took possession of it for arrears due to him (pp. 159 
and 178). (2) Lakheraj (non-revenue-paying) and Brahmottar 

lands resers^ed for himself at the time of partition and left by him 
for the service of a certain idol and applied to that^urpose by his 
widow Tanni Devi. (3) Money decrees in the Zillah Courts 
of Burdwan and Hugh for two thousand five hundred to three 
thousand rupees partially recovered by Jagamohun Roy after 
h«s release from confinement in the Midnapur jail (pp. 159 and 
178). 

Such small assets against a heavy debt owed to the Raja 
of Burdwan indicate the total ruin of Ramkanta Roy. Ram- 
lochan Roy in his statement quoted above puts down Ramkanta 
Roy’s liability to the Raja of Burdwan at Rs. 80,000, for which 
he executed a kistibandi (fixture of instalments) bond under- 
taking to pay the whole amount in course of 1 1 years. To 
enable the debtor to pay up his debt in this long period the cre- 
ditor granted him a farm at the annual rent of one lac of rupees 
forgetful of his past default. 

Twenty years after the death of Ramkanta Roy, on the 
16th July, 1823, Maharaja Tejehand of Burdwan filed in the 
Provincial Court of Calcutta three suits based on three kistibandi 
bonds executed by him on the 1st of Ashar, 1206 B S. (13th 
June, 1799} for Rs. 12,624, Rs 28,403-13-12 and Rs. 7501 
respectively for cirrears due from three different parganas held 
in farm and payable on the 15th of Asvin, 1207 B S. (29th 
September 1800) against Rammohun Roy and Govindaprasad 
Roy (son of Jagamohun Roy). The statements made in these 
suits tell a different tale from the statement of Ramlochan Roy 
made in March, 1803, quoted above. In these suits the total 
amount of principal money owed by Ramkanta Roy to Maha- 
raja Tejehand was stated to be Rs. 48,528 and not Rs. 80,000 
as stated by Ramlochan Roy, and payment by instal- 



XXMIl 


mcnts spreads over fourteen nnd half mondis instead of eleven 
years (pp 305-1 1) The ruin of Ramkonta Roy is as inexpli 
cable to us as it was to his contemporanes 


Early Lire of Rammoiiun Roy 
A D 1772 1796 

r 

The documents published m this volume tell us nothing 
about the early life of Rnmmohun Roy from his birth till his 
twenty fifth year except the following sigruficant statement 
made by Nandnkumar Vidyalankar m his deposition b<;fore the 
Supreme Court — 

Saith that he hath kno\vn the defendant Rammohun Roy 
from the time that the said defendant attained the age of four- 
teen years nnd hath ever smee been on the most mtimate terms 
wth him (p 17^) 

On the date of his examination ns an witness on behalf 
of the defendant (Rammohun Roy) 24th Apnl 1819 Nanda 
kumar Vidyalankar was aged fifty six years or thereabouts 
that 18 to say he was bom about 1763 A D and was senior to 
Rammohun Roy by at least nine years Nandaloimar Vidya 
lonkar ^va8 with Rammohun Roy cither in Calcutta or at Burd- 
wan when on the 7th Paush, 1206 B S (20th December 1799) 
the latter transferred two taluks Ramesvarpur and Govindapur 
to Rajiblochun Roy by a deed of sale written in Persian (plate I) 
and when Rajiblochun Roy executed a deed of agreement 
addressed to Gurudas Mukherji in the Bengah language stating 
that he purchased the above named two taluks benami on behalf 
of Gurudas Mukherji Nandakumar Vidyalankar signs his name 
as an attesting witness on this agreement (p 525 plate II) as 
Nandakumar Sarma He was also at Rangpur with Rammohun 
Roy when on the 14th January 1612 Gurudas Mukherji re 
transferred the said taluks Ramesvarpur and Govindapur to 
Rammohun Roy by a deed of sale written m Persian (plate III) 
for Nandeikumar Sarma also signs this document as an attest 



XXIX 


mg witness. In the first-named document Nandakumar men- 
tions Raghunathpur as his place of residence. This is evidently 
the village of the same name in the neighbourhood of Radha- 
nagar where Rammohun Roy was born and brought up. In 
the Vaisakh (April-May) issue of the Tattwabodhim PatriJ^a of 
the saka year 1767 (A.D. 1845) appeared a short biography of 
Pandit Ramchandra Vidyavagish, a follower c?f Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy, and the first minister of the Brahmo Samaj. Herein 
it is said that Ramchandra Vidyavagish, son of Lakshmikanta 
Tarkavagish, was one of the younger brothers of Nandakumar 
Vidyalankar, and was born at Palpara on the 29th Magh in the 
saka year 1707 (9th February, 1786). So Palpara or Pallapara, 
where Ramchandra Vidyavagish was born, was the ancestral 
home of Nandakumar Vidyalankar. In 1799 he was evidently 
living at Raghunathpur; but in 1814 he was living with Ram- 
mohun Roy at Rangpur, and has named his paternal home at 
Palpara as the place of his permanent residence. It may be 
asked, why was Nandakumar Vidyalankar living at Raghunath- 
pur instead of at Palpara in 1 799 ? In the biographical sketch of 
Ramchandra Vidyavagish referred to above it is stated of Nanda- 
kumar Vidyalankcir, “He renounced the life of a householder and 
entered the order of the sannyasis or ascetics and became well- 
known as Hanharananda Tirthasvami Kula-Avadhuta.” 
Avadhuta is an ascetic who follows the teachings of the Tantras 
Kula is” the name of a particular achdrOj form of Tantric 
worship, also known as Vamdchara, left-hand form, Virdchara, 
heroic form, as distinguished from the dabshindc^ara, 
right-hand form, pasVachara, beastly form. The k^la 
form of worship includes offering of fish, meat and wine 
to the deity, and even enjoins sexual intercourse as part 
of the worship. The close association of Rammohun Roy with 
this strange ascetic from the age of fourteen must be recognised 
as one of the determining factors of his religious life. 

The most authentic connected account of the adolescence 
of Rammohun Roy is found in the Biographical Sketch compiled 
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by Dr Lnni Carpenter based on communications received 
from the family with whom the Raja resided in London and 
from the Rnjn personally and first published m 1833 in his 
Rcolcio of the lahourt, opinions and character of Rajah Ram 
mohun Roy Dr Carpenter writes — 

Under his father s roof he received the elements of native 
education, and also acquired the Persian language He was 
afterwards sent to Patna to learn Arabic and lastly to Benares 
to obtain n knowledge of Sanscrit, the sacred language of the 
Hindoos His masters at Patna set him to study Arabic tran 
slations of some of the writings of Aristotle and Euclid it is 
probable that the training thus given strengthened his mmd m 
acuteness and close reasomng while the knowledge which he 
acquued of the Mahomraedan religion from Mussulmen whom 
he esteemed contributed to cause that searchmg examination 
of the faith m which he was educated, which led hun eventually 
to the important efforts he made to restore it to its early 
simplicity 

His family was Brahmmical of high respectabihty and 
of course he was a Brahtnm by birth After his death the 
thread of his caste was seen round him, passing over his left 
shoulder and under his right His father tiamed hun in the 
doctrines of his sect but he very early observed the diversities 
of opmion existing even among the idolaters and that while 
some exalted Brahma the Creator others gave the ascendancy 
to Vishnu, the Preserver and others again to Siva the Destro- 
yer It IS scarcely possible too, but that hia mmd must have 
been struck by the simphaty of the Mahommedan faith and 
worship and at any rate it early revolted from the fnvolous 
or disgustmg rites and ceremomes of Hindoo idolatry Without 
diaputmg the authority of his father he often sought from him 
information as to the reasons of his faith He obtamed no 
satisfaction and he at last determined at the early age o 
fifteen to leave the paternal home and to sojourn for a time 
in Thibet that he might see another form of religious faith 
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He spent two or three years in that country, and often excited 
the anger of the worshippers of the Lama by his rejection of 
their doctrine that this pretended deity — a living man — was the 
creator and preserver of the world. In these circumstances he 
experienced the soothing kindness of the female part of the 
family ; and his gentle, feeling heart dwelt, with deep interest 
at the distance of more than forty years, on th% recollection of 
that period ; these, he said, had made him always feel respect 
and gratitude towards the female sex, and they doubtless con- 
tributed to that unvarying and refined courtesy which marked 
his intercourse with them in this country. 

“When he returned to Hindostan, he was met by a depu- 
tation from his father, and received by him with great consi- 
deration. He appears, from that time, to have devoted him- 
self to the study of Sanscrit and other languages, and of the 
ancient books of the Hindoos. He had frequent discussions 
with his father • through awe of him, however, he never avowed 
the scepticism which he entertained as to the present forms of 
their religion; but from some indirect reproaches he received, 
he imagined that he had fallen under his father’s suspicions.’’^ 

Persian was then the court language, and as a grandson of 
Brajavinod Roy and a son of Ramkanta Roy, Rammohun was 
first required to learn his mother tongue and Persian. But it is 
doubtful whether his father would have required him to learn 
Arabic and Sanskrit unless his own inclination and perhaps 
the influence of Nandakumar Vidyalankar had not led him 
to do so. In his heterodox religious views and his leaving 
home for a journey to Tibet we may recognize the influence 
of the same ascetic. Rammohun Roy’s Unitarian friend and 
disciple, Mr. William Adam, writes of him in 1826, “He seems 
to have been religiously disposed from his early youth ; having 
proposed to seclude himself as a Sannyasi (ascetic), or devotee, 

4 Miss Mary Carpenter, The L<tst days tn England of the Rajah Rammohun 
Roy, Calcutta, 1915, pp 2-5 
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nt the nge of fourlcen, from which he was only dissuaded by 
the cnlrealies of his mother ” Evidently Rammohun s pro- 
posal to turn an ascetic synchronised with the beginning of his 
intimacy with Nandahumar Though his mother succeeded in 
dissuading him from turning a Sannyasi in his fourteenth year 
she failed to dissuade him from leaving his paternal home in the 
following year for a journey to Tibet Those who take Tibet 
08 synonynioua with Lhossa may consider this journey an 
impossible feat for o boy of fifteen But Mount Kailas (22000 
feet) to the north of Lake Manaaorawnr, is m Tibet, and is a 
favourite place of pilgrimage with the Hindus Young Ram- 
mohun must have entered Tibet with a band of pilgrims, and 
instead of returmng with them, stayed there for two or three 
years It is evidently referring to his visit to Tibet Rammohun 
Roy wntes m the opening sentence of the Arabic preface to his 
Persian pamphlet Tufalul Mtswahhidin (1803 or 1804), I 
travelled in the remotest parts of the world and m plains as 
well in hiUy lands On his return to India m 1788 or [789 
he was welcomed by his father He must have visited Patna 
and Benares on his way to Tibet via Hardwar and Badnnath 
After his return home he agam proceeded to Patna to study 
Arabic and to Benares to study Sanskrit, p>aTticularly the Upa 
nishads and the Vedanta Rammohun Roy was back agam 
to Langurpara to be present when his father executed the deed 
of partition of his immovable property among his three sons 
on the Ist December 17% and to put his signature to it 
RamJ^nta Roy allotted a lair share of his immovable property 
and afterwards never required him to share his losses and 
troubles But from statements made by Rammohun Roy a 
European fnends it appears that his religious views particularly 
hia hostility to idol worship annoyed his father Mr W j 
Fox says in A Discourse on the tyceaxion of the death of Ha}ah 
Rammohun Roy (London 1833) 


5 Min CoUet, op c* pp y~8 
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“So strongly were his feelings wrought upon by the alie- 
nation which then commenced, that through life, under the 
pressure of dejection or disease, the frowning features of his 
father would rise unbidden on his imagination. 

Mr. William Adam m his Memorandum of 1879 gives a 
different account of the impression that the religious discussions 
between father and son left on the mind of ^he latter. Mr. 
Adam writes . — 

“It is not often that we get an insight into Hindu family 
life, but his (Ramkanta Roy’s) son gave me a slight glance at 
least m referring to the amicable differences that arose between 
himself and his father on this subject. 1 inferred from what Ram- 
mohun Roy said that he always left it to his father, as the 
head and most venerable member of the family to open the 
question which he thought fit to moot, and when he had 
finished his immediate argument, he was generally willing to 
listen to his son with patience, which sometimies, however, 
forsook him. The son’s response after the necessary prelimi- 
nary admissions, usually began with the adversative particle 
*BuV {jiintd). ‘But notwithstanding all this, the orthodox con- 
clusion you aim at does not follow.’ The father complained 
of this, and on one occasion, at least, burst out in the tone of 
remonstrance, as of an injured party. ‘Whatever argument I 
adduce you have always your Kintu, your counter-statement, 
your counter-argument, your counter-conclusion to oppose to 
me.’ The son recounted this to me with half a smile on his lips 
and a touch of humour m his voice, but without any exj^ession 
of disrespect to, his father.’’^ 

Perhaps the original communications of Rammohun Roy 
on which the statements of Messrs. Fox and Adam are based 
related to different periods of his early life. He must have had 
discussions with his father, not only before his departure for 
Tibet, but after his return from Tibet, and also after his return 
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from Pnlnn nnd Benares till hia final separation m 1797 
In hia nrmver to the Bill of Complaint filed by the Maharaja of 
Burdwnn on the I6ih June, 1823, Rammohun Roy stated that 
he had during the life time of his father separated from him 
nnd the rest of the family m consequence of hts altered habits 
of life and change of opinions (p 306) In his altered habits 
Rammohun Rqy probably refers to his reluctance to partiapiate 
in the worship of images actively before his formal abandon 
ment of idolatry 

Rammohun Roy in Business and Service 

About nine months after partition, in September 1797 
(p 142) Rammohun Roy left Langurpara and went to reside 
in Calcutta leaving his ti-vo wives in charge of his mother Tanni 
Devi In Calcutta Rammohun Roy engaged m money 

lending business and appomted one Goloknarayan Sarkar 
as his clerk Goloknarayan was produced as a witness on his 
behalf before the Supreme Court and was exanuned on 
the 1 1th May 1819 He deposed that about twenty-one oi 
twenty two years ago when he vraa scrvmg Rammohun 
Roy as a sarkar or clerk the latter lent to the Honourable 
Andrew Ramsay of the Honourable East India Company s Gvil 
Service Rs 7 500 and sent the amount to the office of the 
attorney with him (no 115) Twenty two years before May 
1819 carry us back to May 1797 and twenty-one years to 
May 1 798 So it seems that Rammohun Roy may have been 
canyi^ on money lendmg business m Calcutta even before 
he received a share of his father s immovable property in 
December 17% He must have acquired the capital that en 
abled hun to do so before the parUUon But our documents 
throw no hght on his earlier activities Ramkanta Roy states in 
his deed of gift and peutition I have not given einy cash to 
cither of you three He allotted to Rammohun the house in 
Calcutta probably because it was already in his (Rammohun s) 
occupation as his place of busmess 
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Two years and half after partition Rammohun purchased 
two taluks, Govmdapur and Ramesvarpur, in the Burdwan 
district, that formed the basis of his future prosperity. These 
two taluks were sold by auction for arrears of revenue of 1205 
B. S. (1788-1799) (no. 14). Govindapur was purchased by 
Gangadhar Ghose for Rs. 3100 and Ramesvarpur by Ramtanu 
Roy for Rs. 1250. The sale took place early in^April. Ram- 
mohun Roy purchased these two taluks for the same prices 
from the original purchasers on the 30th Ashar, 1206 B S 
(12th July, 1799). Like all taluks and parganas in the 
Burdwan and Midnapur distncts, the Government revenue of 
these two taluks was highly assessed leaving a small margin of 
profit for the owner. The annual revenue payable to Govern- 
ment for Govindapur was Rs. 9789-5-1 and for Ramesvarpur 
Rs. 10,965-1-17. Therefore m revenue sales taluks and 
parganas in these districts fetched low prices. 

A few months after purchasing these taluks Rammohun 
Roy decided to proceed to Patna, Benares, and other provinces 
far away from Calcutta. For the proper management of the 
taluks in his absence he nominally (benami) transferred them 
to Rajiblochun Roy, an influential zemindar of Burdwan whom 
he calls a “confidential friend,” by a deed of sale written in the 
Persian language (plate I) on the 7th Paush, 1206 B. S. (20th 
December, 1799). On the same date Rammohun Roy also 
caused Rajiblochun Roy to sign an agreement {ilirarnamah) that 
he had purchased the taluks henami, in his own name, really 
on behalf of Gurudas Mukherji. vTJie object of this agree- 
ment, according to Rammohun Roy’s Answer to the Bill of 
Complaint of Govindaprasad Roy, was that as he had then 
no child, he desired that his nephew Gurudas Mukherji should 
inherit the taluks in the event of his death away from home 
(p. 259). According to the statement of Rajiblochun Roy 
Rammohun Roy’s first son, Radhaprasad Roy,was/ born six 
months after the execution of the deeds referred to above 
(p 172), that is, about July, 1800. But Rammohun Roy’s 
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nephew Gurudns Mukhcrji stales in his deposition that Radha 
prosad was bom m 1208 B S (180!-1602) (p 186) 

After nominally transferring Govindapur and Ramesvarpur 
to Rajiblochun Roy, Rammohun Roy got Rajiblochun s name 
registered in the book of the Collector of Burdwan as the pro 
priclor of the taluks Rajiblochun Roy paid over the income 
of the taluks ^ Rammohun Roy after deducting the Govern 
ment rent and the exj^enses incurred m managing the same 
He managed the taluks nominally as his own propierty from 
1207 to 1218 B S In the month of Jyaislha 1218 (1811) he 
executed a deed of transfer of these taluks in favour of Gurudas 
Mukherji (p 95) and on hia application they were registered 
in the name of Gurudas m the book of the Collector of Burdwan 
(p 171) But Rajiblochun still continued to manage them and 
pay the net income to Rammohun Ro> The latter got 
the taluks transferred to himself by Gurudas Mukherji by a 
deed of sole executed and registered at Rangpur on the Mth 
January 1812 (plate III) Then his own name was registered in 
the book of the Collector of Burdwan as the proprietor of 
Govindapur and Ramesvarpur m 1221 B S (1814 15) The 
taluks \vere then let out in farm to Rajiblochun Roy at a net 
rent of Rs 5 500 per annum (p 96) exclusive of the rent to 
Government and the expences of collection and he was hold 
mg the taluks in farm on the same terms on the date of his 
deposition before the Supreme Court (20th April 1819) 

Rammohun Roy probably left for Patna Benares and 
oth^ places early m 1 800 and returned to Calcutta before the 
end of the 3 rear and appointed one Gopimohun Chatterjee his 
tehvildar or cashier (no 107) In 1801 he made the 
Qcquamtance of one of the best of his friends Mr John 
Digby of the East India Comp)any s Gvil Service * In 
the followmg year 1209 B S (1002) he lent Rs 5 000 to Mr 
Thomas Woodforde of the Qvil Service Besides money 
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lending Rammohun Roy also “employed himself in dealing 
\vith Company’s papers’’ (p. 184) or buy Company’s paper in 
his own name (p. 136). He first entered Into service evidently as 
I^has-Munsh' or private Persian assistant of Mr. Woodforde. 
On the 1st February, 1803, Mr Woodforde took charge of the 
Collectorship of Dacca, Jalalpore (Faridpur) (no. 44). Kishen 
Chand (Krishna Chandra), the Dewan of the C<3llectorate, re- 
signed and Mr. Woodforde appointed Rammohun Roy to 
officiate for him (no. 45). Two months after, when Mr. Wood- 
forde was relieved of his duties as Collector of Dacca, Jalalpore 
on the 14th May, 1803, Rammohun Roy also resigned his 
Dewanship (no. 49) and returned to Calcutta, and thence pro- 
ceeded to Burdwan where his father Ramkanta Roy lay seriously 
ill." He later told Mr. William Adam “with much feeling that 
he had stood by the death bed of his father, who with his ex- 
piring breath continued to invoke his God — Ram ^ Ram I’’® 
Rammohun Roy performed the sraddha (funeral) ceremony of 
his father either at Burdwan or in Calcutta. His mother, Tarim 
Devi, performed the sraddha of her husband at Langurpara 
evidently with pomp by pawning the jewels of her grandson 
(daughter’s son) Gurudas Mukherji (p. 229). 

Mr. Thomas Woodforde was appointed Registrar of the 
Appellate Court of Murshidabad from 11th August, 1803.^“ 
Rammohun Roy evidently accompanied him to Murshidabad 
as his private munshi, and his first pamphlet, Tuhfatul 
Muwahhiddin, was published there. We know nothing more 
about the year 1 803 , and the year 1 804 is a blank one the 
year 1805 Rammohun Roy entered the service of Mr. John 
Digby. In May 1805 Mr Digby was appointed Registrar of the 
office of the Magistrate of Ramgarh, then headquarters of the 
Hazaribagh District, and Rammohun Roy accompanied him to 

9, Miss Collet, op at , p 8 

10 Dodwell and Miles, Alphabettcal List of the Bengal Civil Servants, 
London, 1839 
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Rnmgarh evidently as his pnvate munshi He remained with 
Mr Digby ns his pnvate munshi continually for ten years, and 
there sprang up a close fnendship between these two men that 
lasted throughout their lives Mr Digby served at Ramgarh till 
December, 1807, when he ivas transferred to Jessore as Collec- 
tor (no 65) At Ramgarh Rammohun Roy acted as the 
Shenstndar o^the Fouzdnry Court for a penod of three months 
when Mr Digby officiated ns the Magistrate of that district 
(no 71) He accompanied Mr Digby to Jessore (nos 65 and 
72), Bhagalpur (no 66), back to jessore and finally to Rangpur 
when the latter was appointed to act as the Collector of Rang 
pur in June, 1809 (nos 67-68) 

TTie Dewan of the Collectorate of Rangpur resigned in 
October, 1809 Mr Digby appointed Rammohun Roy Dewan 
in his room and wrote to the Board of Revenue requesting them 
to sanction the appomtment (no 70) The Board refused 
sanction on the ground that the nommee had no expenence of 
Revenue matters (no 71) In his reply of 31st January 1810 
(no 72) Mr Digby expressed sorrow at the Board s paying so 
little deference to his recommendation and concluded — 

Being thoroughly acquainted with the merits and abih 
ties of Rammohun Roy it would be very repugnant to my feel 
mgs to be compelled so far to disgrace him m the eyes of the 
natives as to remove him from his present employment m which 
1 have contmued hnn as offiaating m the hope that the charac 
ter which will be given of him by the naUves to whom the 
Boagl are referred and the knowledge of his busmess which 
1 hove declared him to possess will mduce them to confirm him 
m the appomtment of Dewan of my office for which 1 am confi 
dent he is perfectly well qualified 

In their reply (no 73) the Board not only refused to alter 
their decision but greatly disapproved of the style of Mr Digby s 
letter and warned him that they would be compelled to take 
very senoua notice of any repetiuon of sirmlar disrespect towards 
them Rammohun Roy evidently did not feel disgraced by 
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his removal from the Dewanship, but remained at Rangpur 
with Mr. Digby for four years and a half longer till the latter was 
relieved of his office on the 20th Julyj 1814, (no. 74). He ac- 
cepted service with Thomas Woodforde and John Digby, evi- 
dently not for the emolument and official advancement, but with 
other objects in view. As we have seen above, he was 
engaged in money-lending business in Catcutta. Taluks 
Ramesvarpur and Govindapur must have been yielding him 
an annual income of about Rs. 5,500 under the able and faithful 
management of Rajiblochan Roy, His own share of his father’s 
landed property that was allotted to him probably enabled him 
to meet all the expenses at Langurpara. When he took service 
with John Digby in 1805 he did not abolish his Calcutta 
business, but left a cash-keeper (Gopimohun Chatterji) in 
charge of it. His annual savings from all these sources must 
have been considerable. He purchased the four following 
Patni taluks in the years and at prices named in the following 

list (pp, 97-98, 263-64) 

B. S 1210 Langurpara 

(1803-04) 

B S 1215 Beer look (Birluk) Rs. 11 ,000 

(1808-09) 

B S. 1216 Kissenagore Rs. 7,100 

( 1 809- 1 0) (Krishnanagar) 

Serampore Rs. 725 

(Srirampur) 

These four taluks jointly yielded a profit of Rs. 5,0S0 or 
Rs 6,000 annually (p 98). As we have already stated, Ram- 
mohun Roy also dealt in Company’s paper. He of course 
received good salary as Khas Munshi from his admiring em- 
ployer, Mr. Digby. His cash-keeper at Calcutta, Gopimohun 
Chatterji, says in his deposition, “Rammohun Roy at different 
times sent, sums of money from Rungpore to Calcuta” (p. 137). 
But when he decided to take service with Mr. John 
Digby leaving his business in Calcutta in charge of his cash- 


e 



x\ 


keeper, lie took risk of loss of which the emoluments of service 
could hardly hn\e afforded adequate compensation Therefore he 
must have had niso other objects m view than mere monetary 
gam when he decided to go out of Gilcutta ns the private munshi 
of English Civil Servants One such object ivas learning the 
English language and studying the English character Mr Digby 
svrites in hia* preface to Abridgmcnl oj Vedanta already 
referred to — 

At the age of twenty hvo (really twenty-four, i e m 1796) 
he commenced the study of English language, which not pursu 
ing with application, he, five years afterwards (1801), when 1 
became acquainted ivith him, could merely sjieak it ivcU enough 
to be understood upon the most common topics of discourse, 
but could not ivnte it with tmy degree of correctness He was 
aftenvards employed ns Dewan or pnncipaJ native officer, in 
the collection of revenues, in the distnet of which 1 was for five 
years Collector, in the Elast India Comjjany s Ovil Services 
By perusing all my correspondence with diligence and atten- 
tion, as well as by corresponding and conversing with Euro- 
pean gentlemen, he acquired so correct a knowledge of the 
Elnglish language as to be enabled to write and speak it with 
considerable accuracy He was also m the constant habit of 
readmg the English newspapers, of which the continental 
politics chiefly mterested him " 

Rammohun Roy had an insatiable desire for acquiring 
knowledge Soon after retiremenl from Mr Digby s service he 
formfd the plan of proceeding to England and entering one of 
the Enghsh Universities In a latter addressed to Mr Digby then 
m England towards the end of 1816 and jiublished in the pre 
face to the London edition of Abridgment oj Vedanta he wntes - 
This engagement has prevented me from proceeding to 
Ejirope as soon as I could wish But you may dejiend ujion 
my settmg off for England withm a short period of time and if 
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you do not return to India before October next, you will most 
probably leceive a letter from me, informing you of the exact 
time of my departure for England, and of the name of the 
vessel on which I shall embark. 

Lieut-Col. Fitzclarence (Lord Munster) in his account of 
Rammohun Roy in his Journal of a Route across Ind’a, through 
to England, in the year 1817 and 1 81 8, writes, “He is 
desirous to visit England and enter one of our universities where 
I should be most anxious to see him, and to learn his ideas of 
our country, its manners and customs. 

The civil suit filed by his nephew Govindaprasad Roy in 
the Supreme Court on the 23rd June, 1817, evident- 
ly prevented Rammohun Roy from carrying out this plan. 
About the time when he came to settle m Calcutta in 1814 he 
purchased two houses in the town, a two-storied (upper-roomed) 
garden house at Simla for Rs. 13,000 and another two-storied 
house and ground at Chowrmghee for Rs. 20,317 (p. 266). 
His garden house at Maniktala was probably built or purchased 
later. During his stay at Rangpur from 1809-14 his income 
from his six taluks, about Rs. 1 1 ,000 a year, must have been 
accumulating and enabled him to puithase and build these 
houses in Calcutta. It is possible to account for all the invest- 
ments he made m landed and house property without taking 
into account the salary he earned as the private munshi of 
Messrs. Woodforde and Digby. He started the great mission 
of his life in Calcutta that involved heavy pecuniary sacrifices 
for a man of his limited means with a net income of abo^t Rs. 

1 1,000 to 12,000 a year. He owed this decent income to the 
judicious management of his business in Calcutta and of his 
taluks by his trust-worthy agents and his loyal and faithful 
friend Rajiblochan Roy. 

Mr Digby made over charge of his office of Collector of 
Rangpur, as stated above, on the 20th July, 1814. Early in 
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January 1815 he applied for permission to proceed to England 
by the next ship for the rc-eslablishment of his health and the 
settlement of his pnvale affairs (nos 76-76) The permission 
^vas duly received, and Mr Ehgby resigned his service m accor- 
dance with the usage of those days and embarked for England 
(nos 79-60) Rammohun Roy, now aged 42 years, settled m 
Calcutta to cany on the great mission of his life for which he 
had been for so long so diligently equipping himself 


Rammohun and his Mother 

As stated above, after dividing the major portion of his 
immoveable property among his three sons m December 1 796 
Ramkanta Roy went to Burdwan to look after the parganas he 
held m farm Jagamohun evidently went to Midnapur 
to manage his taluks Taniu Dqvi mother of Jagamohun and 
Rammohun took charge of the house at Langurpara Her 
elder co-wife Subhadra Devi lived with her and so did the 
wives of her two sons From the time of partition Jagamohun (so 
long as he could) and Rammohun contributed equally to the 
fund from which the expenses of the household of Tanm Devi 
and of all rehgious ceremonies performed by her were met (pp 
256-57) The fund arose from the rents and issues of certain lands 
which were set apart for that purpose by the brothers (p 100) 
Jagamohun Roy, who as we have already seen was confined 
to the Dewani jail of Burdwan m Jxme 1801 and later on 
tranaffrred to the Dewani jail of Midnapur evidently remamed 
in confinement till February 1805 and was released on pay- 
ment of Rs 1 ,000 m cash and undertaking to pay the balance 
Rs 3458 by instalments at the rate of Rs 100 a month (nos 
56 58 60-61) The sum of Rs I 000 that Jagamohun had 
to pay m cash for pirocunng his release was advanced to him 
by Rammohun Roy (p 527) Jagamohun Roy lived at Langur- 
para after his release and died seven years later about the 
month of Chaitra Bengali »an 1218 (March April 1812) (p 
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257), leaving as his sole heir his son Govindaprasad, then aged 
about 14 (pp. 100, 200). His half-brother Ramlochan Roy died 
two years earlier, in Paush, B.S. 1216 (Dec. -Jan., 1809-10) 
(p. 65). 

Rammohun Roy transferred his half share of the paternal 
house at Langurpara to his nephew Gurudas Mukherji in 
Agrahayana, 1221, November-December, 1814,'»(p. 110) as a 
compensation for the loss of the right of inheriting Govinda- 
pur and Ramesvarpur. He had a garden laid out and 
a pukka (brick) house built in a neighbouring village, Raghu- 
nathpur (p. 99), where he removed his family m Magh, 1223, 
(January-February, 1817) (p. 101). Perhaps this was the last 
straw that broke the camel’s back — drove the mother to des- 
peration and engage in active hostility. When Rammohun 
Roy began his crusade against idolatry, he must have stopped 
payment of his share of the cost of the idolatrous religious cere- 
monies performed by his mother. One of the rules of his 
Atmi5'a Sabha founded m 1815 required it. In the Church of 
England Missionary Register for September, 1816, it is stated 
of Rammohun Roy and his early followers : — 

“They call themselves a society, and are bound by certain 
rules, one of which is, that no man shall be admitted into their 
number except vuth this condition, that he renounce idol 
worship Of these rules however, they do not seem to be very 
uniform m the observance. One of the society, though he pro- 
fesses to have renounced idolatry, yet keeps in his house a num- 
ber of gods, as well as two Icirge pagodas ; his society grante4.him 
a dispensation on this head, because he possesses a certain quan- 
tity of land from the King of Delhi for this purpose, and if he 
were to destroy his idols, he might lose his land.’’^^ 

The repudiation of idolatry by Rammohun Roy evidently 
provoked his nephew Govindaprasad, supported of course by 
Tarmi Devi, to excommunicate him and his family. Becharam 
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Sen who was a mohumr in the service of Rnmmohun Roy from 
1215 (180S-1809) to 3rd Agrahayana 1223, (17th November, 
1816), and was cited as a witness of Govindaprasad Roy, says 
in his deposition 

Smth that he was discharged from the said (Rammohun 
Roy s) service on the third Agraun m the year one thousand 
two hundred rfnd twenty three owing to this deponent having 
sided with the complainant Govindpcrsaud Roy m matter re 
garding their cast m which they differed but that he was not 
discharged for any misconduct m service Saith that four or five 
days after he was discharged from the service of the defendant 
(Rammohun Roy) he entered the service of the complainant 
(P 103 ) 

Presumably difference regardmg caste arose on account of 
abandonment of idolatry by Rammohun Roy and wher 
Govmdaprasad Roy deaded to declare his uncle an outcaste 
on this groundr Becharam Sen supported him Govmdaprasad 
Roy then an inexperienced young man of 19 or 20 years did 
not stop there He filed a suit m the Supreme Court m its Equity 
Division on the 23rd June 1817 laying claim to half the 
entire property, movable and immovable belonging to 
Rammohun Roy as the only eon heir and legal personal re- 
presentative of Juggomohun Roy In the Bill of Complaint or 
plamt after refemng to the deed of partition executed by Ram 
kanta Roy on the let December 1796 Govmdaprasad Roy 

15 ^ tlK ongirifll depoiidoa (p 103) it o said that Becharam Sen served as 
Mohumr of Rammohun Roy from lai^ “to the third of Agraun m the vw one 
thotnand two hundred and twenty three*' but one line bdow the date of Becharam 
Sen s dixharge u given os “thud of Agniun m the year one thousand tiro 
hundred and twenty four The first date 3rd Agrahayana 1Z23 appears to be 
the correct date of Beduram Sens disdurge, and the order of events appears as 
foUowj, 3rd Agrahayana, 1133 (Nov'enjber 1817), Becharam Sen s discharge 00 
^count of suiing with Govindaprasad Roy* Magh 1313 January February 1817), 
un Royj remoral to Raghunathpur house a3rd June, 1817 suit filed by 
Germdaprasad Roy m die Supreme Court. 
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states that when Jagamohun Roy, Rammohun Roy and Ram- 
lochan Roy took possession of the shares allotted to each of 
them in the instrument of partition, Ramlochan Roy separated 
himself from the family and went and lived apart and divided. 
But Ramkanta Roy and Jagamohun and Rammohun, 
immediately and shortly after the partition re-umted and 
lived together as an Hindoo family, and vsbecame again 
and were joint and undivided in food property and in all 
other respects until the death of Ramkanta Roy sometime 
in Jyaistha (May-June), 1803. Jagamohun Roy and Ram- 
mohun Roy continued joint and undivided in food, property and 
m all other respects after the death of their father until the 
death of Jagamohun Roy in Chaitra (March-April)' 1812 (p. 64). 
After his father’s death Govmdaprasad Roy also continued 
to live with Rammohun Roy as an undrvidhd Hindu 
family at the family house at Langurpara until the 1 6th 
Magh, 1223, 27th January, 1817 (p. 68) when Rammohun Roy 
removed to his newly built house at Raghunathpur. Govinda- 
prasad Roy then discovered that Rammohun Roy was seeking 
to injure and defraud him and to deprive him of his share of 
the joint estate. He therefore prayed to court that he might 
be declared entitled to one full half share of the joint estate ; 
Comrmssioners might be appomted to execute a partition of the 
immovable property; and the defendant (Rammohun Roy) 
might be ordered to come to an account with him relating to the 
joint movable property. 

This suit instituted by Govindaprasad Roy against his 
uncle was a very serious and a very expensive afiFair. A 
young man of 19 or 20, and of limited means, just emerging 
from minority, can hardly be expected to undertake the 
risk of such litigation at his own initiative. Whence came 
the suggestion and the promise of support? Rommohun Roy’s 
answer to this question may be gathered from one (eleventh) 
of the cross interrogatories intended to be put to his mother 
Tarmi Devi who was cited as a witness by Govindaprasad Roy 
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and filed at the court on the 6th September, 1819 We leam 
from these interrogatories that Tarmt Devi had serious disputes 
and difierences with Flammohun Roy on account of his religious 
opimons She instigated and prevailed upon Ciovfndaprasad 
Roy to institute the suit in the Supreme Court against Ram 
raohun Roy, as a measure of revenge, because he (Raramohun) 
had refused toc practise the ntes and ceremonies of the Hindu 
religion m the manner m which she wished the same to be 
praebsed or performed Tanm Devi, Govindaprasad Roy and 
other members of her family had cut off all intercourse with 
Rammohun Roy on account of his rebgious opinions and 
writings She had repeatedly declared that she desired the 
mm of Rammohun, and that there would not only be no sm, 
but It would be mentonous to effect his temporal rum, unless 
he resumed or followed the religious usages and worship of his 
forefathers She had publicly declared that it would not be 
sinful to take away the life of a Hindu who had forsaken idola 
try and ceremomes of Hmdu worship Tanni Devi knew well 
that the siut m the Supreme Court would not have been mstitu 
ted if Rammohun Roy had not acted m religious matters con- 
trary to her wishes and entreaties and differently from the prac 
bees of his ancestors Even after the insbtubon of the suit 
Tarmi Devi made a last attempt at recondliabon She went 
m person to Calcutta and met her son Rammohun Roy m his 
house at Simla and requested him to make a grant of a piece 
of land the profits whereof might bo applied towards the 
wors^p of an idol Tlie son refused to comply with this 
request and thereby encourage the worship of idols but offered 
to his mother instead a large sum of money to be distributed m 
chanty to the poor Tanm Devi was exceedingly displeased 
With her eon for his refusal to comply with what must have 
appeared to her a very modest request and left for Langurpara 
uttenng threats (p 234) Tliese quesbona mdicatc that mother and 
son showed equal ardour in upholding their own views and the 
unexpected character of her son s uncomprormsmg hosbhty to 
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idolatry totally upset her and led her to adopt a vindictive 
course.. 

The suit was filed, as stated above, by the complainant 
Govindaprasad Roy on the 23rd June, 1817. Rammohun Roy’s 
answer is missing from the original file, but a summary of it is 
incorporated in the Decree (pp. 255-272). Herein Rammohun 
Roy states that his father’s deed of partition wasf*duly registered 
by the Kazi of Krishnanagar. He admits that the family of 
his brother Jagamohun Roy and his own family lived at Langur- 
para under the superintendence and management of his 
mother, both the brothers contributing to the support of her 
household from their separate earnings and funds. They were 
separate in all other respects. Interrogatories or questionnaires 
for his own witnesses were filed on behalf of the complainant 
Govindaprasad six months after the institution of the suit on the 
27th January, 1818, and seven witnesses were sworn to these 
interrogatories on the 12th February, 1818 (p. 83). The defen- 
dant filed his cross interrogatories for the cross examination 
of two of these, Becharam Sen and Knshnamohun Dhara, 
on the 5th March, 1818. Becharam Sen’s examination- 
in-chief took place on the 26th and 28th March, and 9th April, 
and his cross-examination on the 9th and 10th April, 1818. 
We have already stated that Becharam Sen was a mohurrir in 
the service of Rammohun Roy continually for eight years, and 
then, on being discharged for espousing the side of Govinda- 
prasad Roy against his employer m social dispute, he entered 
the service of Govindaprasad in November, 1816 (p.jxliv). 
He accompanied Govindaprasad to Calcutta when the latter 
came to reside there evidently to conduct the case against his 
uncle (p. il02). Regardmg the main question at issue in the 
suit, whether Jagamohun Roy and Rammohun Roy re-umted and 
“were joint in food, property and in all other respects,’’ Becha- 
ram Sen says in his exammation-in-chief that from the date of 
partition (1st December, 1796) to his death, Jagamohun Roy, 
and after his death till 1223 (1816-'17) his son, Govindaprasad 

f 
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Roy lived with Rammohun Roy undivided as to food but that 
their property always continued distinct which he this deponent 
knows from being now m the service of Govmdaprasad Roy 
and from having seen his books* (p 95) Becharam Sen also 
says that Govmdapur, Ramesvarpur and other taluks claimed 
by Govmdaprasad Roy as joint property m his Bill of G)m 
plamt had brfm piuchased by Rnmmohun Roy from his 
separate fund and were m his sole possession So there is no 
material difference between Becharam Sen s deposition and 
Rammohun Roy s Answer except on a few minor pomts 

After the deposition of Becharam Sen who gave away his 
case Govmdaprasad Roy could not produce any other witness 
Examination of witnesses on behalf of the defendant Ram 
mohun Roy, began at the end (28th) of September, 1818, and 
continued till May 14. 1819 Cross mterrogatones on behalf 
of the complainant had not been filed and Rammohun Roy s 
witnesses were not cross-examined When the examination of 
witnesses for the defendant was closed Govmdaprasad Roy made 
an affidavit (no I IT) on the llth June 1819 stating that 
his Attorney caused subpoenas to be issued by the court on 
the 1st October 1819 on Tanm Den and eight other witnesses 
but that he hath not been able to procure the attendance of any 
of them for exaromation although he hath used all due diligence 
for that purpose He added that Hiraram Chatterji, Biprapraead 
Roy Sobhachandra Roy and Tanm Den were material wit 
nesses without whose evidence he could not safely proceed to 
a hejaing m this suit He therefore prayed that he might be 
given one month s time withm which he expected to procure 
the attendance of those witnesses TTie prayer for a 
month 8 tune was granted 

At the end of the month s timff on the 1 0th July 1819 
Govmdaprasad Roy again made an affidavit praying for two 
month 8 more tune for compellmg the attendance of witnesses 
without whose testimony he could not safely proceed to a hear- 
ing of the case viz Tarim Devi and eight others (no 118) 
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Two persons, Ramdiion Muklierji and Maluk Sardar, employed 
for serving the subpoenas, made affidavits on the same date 
that they had been severely beaten by two of these witnesses, 
Ramdhan Degree and Raghubir Degree, and the subpoena had 
been torn and thrown down on the ground. Only five out of 
the seventeen persons to whom subpoenas had been issued on 
the 12th June came to Calcutta to attend the coiort. This prayer 
also was granted. In the meantime three witnesses, Radhakrishna 
Banerji (31st August and 1st September), Ramchandra Banern 
(2nd September), and Abhaycharan Datta (6th September), 
were examined on behalf of the complainant Govindaprasad 
Roy. The first of these men, Radhakrishna Banerji, aged 
about 35, was the Purohit or domestic priest of the family. In 
his examination-in-chief he admits “that he had not the means 
of knowing or being acquainted nor was he acquainted with the 
affairs and concerns of the said family either during the life 
of the said Ramkanta Roy or since his death other than as such 
matters became notorious and known to everybody in the 
neighbourhood” (p. 207). Later on Radhakrishna Banerji 
says more explicitly that he does not know on what terms 
Jagamohun and Rammohun lived after the partition and he 
never heard of ciny re-union beween the parties 

Ramchandra Banerji, aged about 30, also states, like 
Radhakrishna Banerji, “that he had not the means and oppor- 
tunity of knowing and being acquainted with nor was he 
acquainted with the affairs and concerns of the family” (p. 217). 
On one point only he lends support to the claim of Gj)vinda- 
prasad Roy, though on hearsay. He says, taluks Krishnanagar 
and Birlook “were generally considered as the jomt property 
of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy,” but he 
does “not know who actually made the purchase or out of whose 
or what fund the same were paid for” (p. 218). 

Abhaycharan Datta, aged 70, also had not the like oppor- 
tunity of knowing and being acquainted with the affairs and 
transactions of the family after the death of Ramkanta Roy 
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(p 225) He made one important adrtuwion He said that 
the mother of Rammohun Roy had told him that the taluks 
Govindapur and Ramesvarpur had been purchased by Ramtanu 
Roy and Gangadhar Ghose, and Rammohun Roy purchased 
these taluks from them (p 226) 

If these three witnesses did not give away the case of the 
complamant like Becharam Sen, their depositions were of little 
help m proving his case Govmdaprasad Roy filed an 
other petition to the court on the 1 5th September 1819, praying 
for a further penod of fifteen days to enable him to procure the 
attendance of Tanni Dcvi and three other witnesses to give cvi 
dcncc (no 127) Nothing came of this petition Govinda 
prasad Roy had also pctiboned the Court to be allowed to con- 
duct the case as a pauper (m forma paupens) on the 24th 
August T*he prayer was granted on the 1 4th September 
Rammohun Roy filed a petition to the court for the discharge 
of the order and made an a^davit on the 23rd September He 
was supported by seven witnesses who also made affidavits 
The permission to conduct the case as a pauper was finally 
cancelled on the 6th October 1819 (nos 129 130) 

While the complainant Govmdaprasad Roy practically 
faded to produce evidence either oral or documentary m sup- 
port of hia case Rammohun Roy succeeded m proving his case to 
the hih By makmg the admission m his Answer that his family 
lived with the family of his brother Jagamohun Roy jomtly as 
regards food at Langurpara under the management of his mother 
as sta^ in the Bill of Complaml he had taken upon himself 
the burden of provmg that he and Jagamohun Roy were not joint 
m property and m other respects In support of his case Ram- 
mohun Roy produced ample evidence both oral and documen- 
tary Men who had had excellent opportunities of being 
acquainted with the afiairs and concerns of the famfly appeared 
as witnesses Rammohun Roy s first cousins belonging to the 
Radhanagar family Guruprasad Roy and Ramtanu Roy and 
his nephew Gurudas Mukherji gave accoxmts of the internal 
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affairs of the family. Rajiblochan Roy, a wealthy zeminder, 
who held in farm most of the taluks of Rammohim Roy, bore 
witness to the fact that whoever might be the nominal 
propnetor of the taluks, their net income was always 
paid over to Rammohun Roy. The cashier of Ram- 
mohun Roy’s Calcutta office stated that business was carried on 
there in the name of Rammohun Roy alcftie. Valuable 
documents were produced to show that Jagamohun Roy’s tran- 
sactions were carried on separately by himself on his own be- 
half. The handwriting of Jagamohun Roy on these documents 
was duly identified by several witnesses. 

The case came up for final hearing on the 1 0th December, 
1819. No person appeared for the complainant. The 
counsel for the defendant argued the case and the judgment was 
delivered in his presence. After giving summaries of the Bill 
of Complaint of the complainant and the Answer of the defen- 
dant, and briefly describing the proceedings, the Decree is 
thus concluded • — 

“The Court doth think fit to adjudge Order and Decree 
that the said Bill of Complaint of the complainant in this cause 
do stand absolutely dismissed out of and from this Court with 
costs’’ (p 271). 

The Decree is signed by three judges of the Supreme 
Court, the Hon’ble Sir Edward Hyde East, Kt., Chief Justice, 
the Hon’ble Sir Francis Macanaghten, Kt., and the Hon’ble 
Sir Antony Buffer, Kt., Justices. 

Thus ended a suit that should never have been instituted 
and that proved ruinously expensive to both the parties. It 
must have exhausted the resources of Tarim Devi and broken 
her heart. Early in the following year, 1820, she decided to 
retire from Langurpara and spend her last days at Pun in the 
service of Jagannath, the presiding deity of that most holy place 
Before she set out on her last pilgrimage she bade good-bye to 
her son Dr. Lant Carpenter gives the following sketch of her 
character and the following account of her last interview with 
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her illustrious son m his Biographical Sketch of Rammohun 
Roy — 

Every member of his own family opposed him and he 
experienced even the bitter alienation of his mother through 
the influence of the mterested persons around her In his early 
days, his mother was a woman of fine understanding but she 
had been amofig his most bitter opponents He, however mam 
fested a warm and afiectionate attachment towards her and it 
was with a gLstening eye that he told us she had repented 
of her conduct towards him Though convmced that his doc- 
trines were true, she could not throw off the shackles of idola 
trous customs Rammohun she said to him before she set 
out on her last pilgrimage to Juggemath where she died you 
are nght but I am a weak woman, and am grown too old to give 
up these observances which are comfort to me she main- 
tained them with the most self-denying devobon She would 
not allow a female servant to accompany her or any other 
provisioQ to be made for her comfort or even support on her 
journey and when at Juggernaut, she engaged m sweeping the 
temple of the idol There she spent the remainder of her life — 
nearly a year if not more and there she died He recently 
stated, however that before her death she expressed her great 
sorrow for what had passed and declared her conviction m the 
unity of God, and the fubhty of Hindoo supersbbon ** 

Tanm Devi died not a year but two years after her 
arrival at Pun on the 2 1st Apnl 1822 The news of her 
deaths was published in Rammohun Roy s Bengali paper 
Sembad Kaumadi The foUowmg summary of the news was 
published in the Calcutta Journal of May 13 1822 — 

Sambada Kaumudi No 23 Died on the 21st Apnl 
at Khettru (Jagganaut) where she had resided for two years the 
mother of Dewan Rammohun Roy and her obsequies were 
to be performed on the 4th May 


j6. Muj Mary Carpenter of dt pp 9-ia 
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Litigation did not cease with the retirement of Tarini Devi. 
Durga Devi, widow of Jagamohun Roy and mother of Govinda- 
prasad Ro}^ filed another suit in the Supreme Court in its 
Equity division on the 13th April, 1821, to recover possession 
of the taluks Govindapur and Ramesvarpur. In the Bill of 
Complaint m his own suit Govindaprasad Roy had stated that 
these taluks were originally purchased by Gafigadhar Ghose 
and Ramtanu Roy at a public sale for arrears of revenue on be- 
half of Ramkanta Roy with the joint moneys and fund of him- 
self and his sons, Jagamohun Roy and Rammohun Roy; and 
then Ramkanta Roy caused them to execute deeds of sale of 
the same taluks in the name of Rammohun Roy but in trust for 
and for the joint benefit of himself (Ramkanta Roy), Jaga- 
mohun Roy and Rammohun Roy. Govindaprasad Roy claimed 
half the share of these taluks as the sole heir of Jagamohun Roy. 
But his mother Durga Devi tells a different tale in her Bill of 
Complaint. She states that she lent Rammohun Roy Rs. 4,500 
which enabled him to purchase the taluks Govindapur and 
Ramesvarpur. The latter (Rammohun Roy) then transferred 
the taluks to her by a deed of sale executed on the 5 th Sravan 
1206 (19th July, 1799), and took them to farm upon lease for 
six years by executing a Kabuliyat or deed of agreement on the 
same date. Both the documents bearing the signature of Ram- 
mohun Roy were enclosed with the Bill of Complaint and their 
English translation reproduced in it. Rammohun Roy executed 
another K'abuliyat addressed to Durga Devi on the 27th Jyaistha, 
1215, taking in farm the same taluks for a further term ofjseven 
years. But he refused to deliver possession of the taluks to her 
at the end of the term and withheld the rent due to her. The 
complainant prays to court to compel the defendant Rammohun 
Roy to give back her taluks together with title deeds and other 
documents and to pay her dues. The second Kabuliyat bear- 
ing the signature of Rammohun Roy was also enclosed with 
the Bill of Complaint and its English translation reproduced in 
it (no 13^). 
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This case was insbtuted wilh the full knowledge of Govinda 
praaad Roy who signs hia name as an attesting witness to 
Durga Devi s warrant of attorney of the 29th September 1 820 
Rammohun Roy filed his Answer to the Bill of Gimplaint on 
the 5th September, 1821 wherein he declared that the 
statements regarding hts borrowing Rs 4,500 from 
Durga Devi find other connected transactions were untrue 
and denied the execution of the deed of sale and the 
two Kabuliyata (no 135) Durga Devi failed to produce a single 
witness to prove her case TTie three alleged original docu- 
ments submitted by her with the Bill of Complaint arc attested 
by the three witnesses Gangadhar Ghose, Becharam Sen 
Hmgunsho None of these three persons appeared before the 
court to give evidence The complamt of Durga Devi was 
therefore finally dismissed with costs for want of prosecubon on 
the 30th November 1821 (no 140) 

Seven Years of Polemical War 
1817-1823 

The story of the crvil and cmninal cases instituted against 
Rammohun Roy and his eon Radhaprasad Roy that the docu 
ments published m this volume unfold were directly or mdirectly 
provoked by his activities as a religious reformer and the pole- 
mical war that he earned on in that capacity So the portrait 
of the man that these documents reveal will be mcomplete 
without a short account of the controversies that he was engaged 
m ^ 

In a short biography of Rammohim Roy published in the 
Tatioahodhini PatHkfl it is said of his early religious tenden 
cies He assiduously practised Vaiahnava ntes and his devo- 
tion to Vaishnavism vras so great that he would not dnnk water 
without reading a chapter of the Sninad Bhagavata daily 
As we have already seen his mhmacy with Nandakumar Vidya 

17 Tdttvdhodbini Pdtnka VaiwUi (April) Saka year 1768 AD 18^6 
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lankar, an ascetic, began when he “attained the age of four- 
teen years’* (May^ 1884). Study of the Arabic translation of 
Aristotle’s logic at Patna evidently shook his faith in all reli- 
gions based on revealed texts. This stage of the development 
of his religious views finds expression in his Persian pamphlet 
with an Arabic introduction, Tuhfatul Muwahhiddin referred 
to above (p. xxxvii). In this pamphlet Rammohun*Roy explains 
that faith in One Being “who is the source of creation and the 
governor of it is universal,’’ but peoples differ “in giving pecu- 
liar attributes to that Being” and other matters pertaining 
to religion. As all these divergent views cannot be true, so logi- 
cally all must be false. “Hence falsehood is common to all 
religions without distinction.”^® The author’s Want of faith in 
the peculiar attributes assigned to the Supreme Being discloses 
the influence of the Vedantic conception of the Nirguna (attri- 
buteless) Brahma. The reason why Rammohun Roy wrote this 
pamphlet in Arabic and Persian was, as he explained later, he 
could not write English at the time of its composition.^” Deeper 
study and meditation in course of time led to the partial modi- 
fication of his opinion regarding the scriptures of the different 
religions. He came to recognize the revealed character of those 
scriptures, — the Hindu Sastras and the Bible “that declare 
God to be One and above the apprehension of internal and 
external senses . ” ^ ” 

After his retirement from Rangpur and settlement in 
Calcutta in 1814 Rammohun Roy began his campaign of reli- 
gious reform by publishing a Bengali translation of t'he 
V edantasutras of Badarayana according to Sankara’s commen- 
tary in 1815, the Vedantasara in Bengali, the Abridgment of 


18 Tuhfatul Muwahhtddin or Gift to, Deists by Late Rajah Rammohun Roy, 
translated into English by Moulavi Obaidullah El Obaide, Calcutta, 1884 

19 Appeal to the Christian Public (1820), The English Works of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, Vol III, Calcutta, 1901, p 89 

20 Ishopamshad, English translation, Preface 
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Vedani m English, and the Bengah and English translabon of 
the Isa and the Kena Upamshads in 1816, and the Bengali 
translation of the Kathoy Mundaf^a and Mandukya Upanishads 
m 1817 In the introductory chapters of these publications he 
lays under contnbution other Hmdu Sastras the Smntis, the 
Puranas and the Tantms, and refutes arguments in favour of 
idolatrous ntes with vigour He began his campaign a^^nst 
the Sati or burning vndows alive by publishing his first tract m 
1816 showmg that the cruel nte was disapproved by the most 
authontative Brahmaruc codes His denunciation of idolatry 
evoked rephes and led to acnmonious controversies with the 
champions of popular Hindmam that raged continuously for 
seven years from 1817 to 1823 

While engaged in polemics with the advocates of idolatry 
and Sati Rammohun Roy broke new ground and provoked 
another and more arduous controversy with Christian missionaries 
by pubhsbmg The Precepts of Jesus the Guide to Peace and 
Happiness extracted from the books of the New Testament 
ascribed to four Evangehsts m 1820 A few observations m tbe 
short mtroducfaon to this little volume raised a storm A writer m 
The Friend of India (no 20) who signed his name A chnstian 
Missionary called the compiler of the Precepts a heathen 
and an mjurcr of the cause of truth Dr Marshman, the 
editor supported the Christian missionary m an editorial 
Rammohun Roy published a reply to these criticisms in a 
pamphlet entitled An Appeal to the Christian Public in defence 
of^the Precepts of Jesus by A Fnend to Truth m the same 
year (1820) In this first Appeal he avowed his faith m the 
truths revealed m the Chnstian system (Bible) and m the 
divine message of the Jesus of Neizareth but declared the m 
comprehensibleness of the mystenous doctrme of three Gods m 
one Godhead Dr Marshraan published his reply to this first 
Appeal in The Friend of India Quarterly Senes no 1 
Rammohun Roy published an elaborate rcjomder Second 
Appeal to the Christian Public in 1821 wherein he endeavours 
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to prove the unscriptural character of the Christian doctrines of 
Trinity and atonement — Jesus sacrificing his life for the expia- 
tion of the sins of mankind. 

While Dr. Marshman, the head of the Serampur Baptist 
Mission, was engaged in preparing his rejoinder to Rammohun 
Roy’s Second Appeal, a letter appeared in the Samachar 
Darpan of the 14th July, 1821, a weekly newsp^er in Bengali 
printed at the Baptist Mission Press, Serampur, attempting to 
show the unreasonableness of all the Hindu Sastras and thereby 
disprove their authority. It was stated at the end of the 
letter : — 

“Whoever writes a proper answer may have it printed and 
everywhere distributed by sending it to the Shreerampore print- 
ing office.’’ 

A reply to the letter written in the Bengali language was 
sent to the editor of the Samachar Darpan in the name of Siva- 
prasad Sarma by Rammohun Roy. As the editor refused to 
insert the reply in his paper, Rammohun Roy published it in 
two numbers of a bilingual tract called BrahmanseVadhi in 
Bengali and Brahmunical Magazine m English. In the conclud- 
ing paragraph of the Magazine no. II the author returned to his 
attack on the doctrine of Trinity. A reply appeared in English 
in the Frend of India no 38. Rammohun Roy published a 
rejoinder in he Brahmunical Magazine, no. III. 

While engaged in these controversies, Rammohun Roy 
undertook a fresh translation of the four Gospels into Bengali 
language with the co-operation of two members of the Baptist 
Mission of Serampore, Rev. William Yates and Rev 
William Adam. Mr. Yates withdrew his co-operation on ac- 
count of difference of opinion. In a letter of May 7, 1821, 
Mr. William Adam writes to Mr. Wright, “It is now several 
months since I began to entertain some doubts respecting the 
Supreme Deity of Jesus Christ, suggested by frequent discus- 
sions with Rammohun Roy, whom I was endeavouring to 
bring over to the belief of the Doctrine, and in which I was 
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joined by Mr Yates who also professed to experience difficul 
ties on the subject Mr Adam s doubts regarding the divi 
mty of Jesus Chnst turned into certainty, and by the latter end 
of 1821 he publicly avowed Unitananism This shocked the 
European Christian community who called the new convert 
the second fallen Adam In September 1821 the 
Calcutta Unitpnan Committee was organised of which Ram 
mohun Roy and his fnenda Dwarkanath Thakoor and Prasanna 
Kumar Thakoor and his son Radhapmsad Roy were the Indian 
members In January 1822 a house was rented and Mr Adam 
conducted there Christian worship regularly 

Dr Marshman a reply to Ramraohun Roy s Second Appeal 
appeared m No 4 of the Quarterly Senes of The Friend oj India 
December, 1821 Rammohun Roys rejoinder Final Appeal 
to The Christian Public,, was published a year later, pnnted at 
the Unitarian Press Dhurratollah and not at the Baptist Mission 
Press Circular Road like the Precepts and the first two 
Appeals The Preface of the Final Appeal is dated Calcutta 
January 30 1 823 In a Notice attached to the first edition of 
the Final Appeal it is stated The acting propnetor of that 
(the Baptist Mission) Press having since the publicaton of the 
Second Appeal declmed although m pohtest manner possible 
pnntmg any other work that the author might publish on the 
same subject he was under the necessity of purchasing a few 
types for his own use 

The opposition that Rammohun Roy s criticism of Chns 
tiamty provoked was not confined to the Missionaries of the 
Baptist Mission of Serampore or the proprietor or propnctors of 
the Baptist Mission Press of Calcutta but spread to other quarters 
He wntcs m his Preface to the Final Appeal, I am well aware 
this difference of sentiment has already occasioned much cool 
ness towards me m the demeanour of some whose fncndship 1 

21 Mlu CoDet, Of dt p. 66 . 

22. The EngUsb Works of Fjiyt Rammohun Roy VoL ITT p. 115. 
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hold dear.” If Rammohun Roy’s friends grew cold, those 
Europeans who knew him only by his writings on Christianity, 
must have grown hostile. In the Preface to the Final Appeal 
Rcimmohun Roy proposed to establish a monthly periodical 
publication devoted to Biblical Criticism to be printed and cir- 
culated at his own expense wherein the grounds of both 
Unitarian and Trinitarian doctrines might be ^plained by their 
advocates. The proposal led a lay champion of the divinity of 
Christ, a pugnacious medical man, Dr. Tytler, to challenge 
Rammohun Roy to meet him and discuss the question face to 
face. Rammohun Roy refused to take him seriously and poured 
ridicule on his views under the name of Ra?n Doss in the 
columns of the Bengal Hurliam of May, 1823. The last shot 
fired from the Baptist camp was a tract in Bengali issued from 
the Mission Press, Serampore, criticising Vedanta and Unitari- 
anism. Rammohun Roy vigorously defended both the systems 
and again pointed out the errors of ‘Trinitarianism in the 
Brahmunical Magazine, no. IV (November 15, 1823). 

The year 1 823 was one of the busiest years in Rammohun 
Roy’s public life, and the one in which his all-round unpopu- 
larity for his zeal for all-round reform reached its height. The 
bitterest attack on him on behalf of Hindu orthodoxy, Pashanda-- 
piran (persecution of the heretic), and his reply, Pathyapradana 
(medicine for the sick), were published in this year. On the 
14th March, 1823, Mr. John Adam, the acting Governor- 
General, issued a Rule and Ordinance curtailing the liberty of 
the press. Rammohun Roy and his friends submitted a jpemo- 
rial to the Supreme Court praying that the Ordinance might not 
be registered, that is to say, might be disallowed, and engaged 
counsels to plead the cause of freedom of the press before the 
court. The Supreme Court rejected the memorial. Rammohun 
Roy not only submitted an Appeal to the King in Council 
against the decision, but stopped the publication of his weekly 
newspaper in Persian, MiraUnPAhJihar, as a protest. Even 
this negative protest was resented. ‘‘The Asiatic Journal of 
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January 1824, in recording the announcement, objects to it as 
having Q direct tendency to reflect on the act of Government, 
The treatment meted out to Rammohun Roy $ famous 
Letter on Elnglish Education addressed to Lord Amherst at the 
end of 1823 (1 1th December) best illustrates the official attitude 
towards him at this period The government had undert/ikcn to 
appropriate pubLp funds for the promobon of educahon among 
Indians Rammohun Roy had expected that this fund would 
be utilised m establishing a seminary where mathemabes, natural 
philosophy, chemistry and other useful sciences which the 
nabves of Europe have earned to a degree of perfection that has 
raised them Eibove the inhabitants of the other parts of the 
world would be taught But when he learnt that the Govern 
ment were establishing a Sanskrit school under Hindu 
Pundits to impart such knowledge as was already 
current m India, he wrote protestmg against the 

proposal and showing the futility of the diffierent branches 
of Sansknt leammg as instruments of secular educabon, 
and sent the letter to Lord Amherst through Bishop Hcber 
The letter was forsvarded to the General Committee of Pubbe 
Instnicbon by the Secretary to Government m the Persian 
Department 'vith a covering letter The Committee m their 
meeting of the 1 4th January, 1824 passed this resolubon — 
Under the discrebon vested in the Committee with respect 
to addressing any observabons on the letter of Rammohun Roy 
cither to himself or to Government the Committee resolve that it 
IS unijecessary to offer any Remarks The erroneous impressions 
entertained by the author of the letter are sufficiently adverted 
to m the letter from the Secretary to the Government but had 
the views taken m the letter been less inaccurate the Committee 
would still conceive it enbtled to no r^Iy as it has disingenuous- 
ly assumed a character to which it has no pretensions The 
appLcabon to Government against the culbvabon of Hindu 
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lenal staff (no 142) When Mr Digby took charge of the 
Burdwan CoUectorate he found the office of the second or Naib 
Shenstadar vacant and nominated one Neelmony (Nilmani) to 
officiate As Nilmani resigned, he appointed Radhaprasad 
Roy, son of Rammohnn Roy, Naib Shenstadar (p 419) As 
already stated (p xxxv) two somewhat divergent statements 
are found in htf^ records of the case hfought by Govinda 
prasad Roy against Rammohun Roy, relating to the 
dale of birth of Radhaprasad one made by Rammohun Roy s 
mUmate friend Rajiblochan Roy, and another by hia nephew 
Gurudas Mukherji The latter, a member of Rammohun 
Roy 8 family, was evidently better informed of the two wit- 
nesses, and we may take his statement that Radhaprasad was 
bom m the Bengali year 1208 (beginning from about the middle 
of Apnl 1801 and endmg about the middle of April 1802) 
as the correct date of hia buth So he was a young man of 21 
or 22 years at the time of his appomtment as the Naib Shens 
tadar of the Burdwan CoUectorate 

Mr Digby found the CoUectorate of Burdwan a hotbed 
of mtngue £uid corruption On the 3 let August 1822 he exa 
mmed the treasury and found the total cash short of the record 
ed cash balance and other irregulanties (p 317) He therefore 
disamissed the Khajanchi or Treasurer Dcviprasad Sarkar 
under orders of the Board of Revenue Dcviprasad requested 
Mr Digby to appoint his nephew m his room The latter 
refused to do so eind nominated Sibnarayan Roy the eldest son 
of Rajiblochan Roy as the Treasurer Debiprasad Sarkar 
who entered the service of the Raja of Burdwan after his dis 
missal, attnbuted the nommation of Sibnarayan to the 
mterest and exertions of Radhaprasad Roy and conspired 
with the Head Shenstadar Dcbnarayan Bose against 
him Three suits of bribery were instituted against Radhapra- 
sad before the Magistrate of Burdwan The first case wm 
brought by Dcviprasad s brother-m law the Daroga of 
Stamps alleging that he (Radhaprasad) had received a bribe 
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of Rs. 373 from the mofussil vendors of stamps; the second, by 
Deviprasad’s nephew, for demanding a bribe of Rs. 50 for 
obtaining an amulnamah or power of possession of the Khund- 
ghoshe Chakran (service) lands; the third, by Deviprasad’s 
Mokhtar, for demanding a bribe of Rs. 25. Anonymous letters 
were also sent to one of the newspapers of Calcutta and to 
public officers of Government filled with the ml2)st abusive lan- 
guage against Mr. Digby and foulest charges against Radha- 
prasad Roy. Mr. Digby alleges in his letter of the 8th October, 
1822, that Debnaram Bose, the Head Sheristadar, was notori- 
ous as a writer of anonymous letters (pp.318-319). Evidently 
no harm came to Radhaprasad Roy from these complaints. 
His first cousin Govindaprasad Roy was appointed Abkaree 
(excise) Tehsildar (collector) of Burdwan by Mr. Digby in 
November, 1822 (nos. 147-148). Early in the following year 
(1823) Deviprasad Sarkar submitted a petition to the Board com- 
plaimng that Mr. Digby had not given him receipts for the 
amount of money left by him in the Treasury when he was 
relieved of his office as Treasurer and concluded by stating that 
all his difficulties were due to the enmity of Radhaprasad Roy 
(no. 160). 

Mr. Digby appointed Sibnarayan Roy, the eldest son of 
Rajiblochan Roy, acting Treasurer immediately after the dis- 
missal of Deviprasad Sarkar, and in his letter of the 3rd Sep- 
tember, 1822, addressed to the Board, recommended him as 
“a man of very respectable character and family, modest and 
gentlemanly in his manners and appearance” (no. 144). jThe 
Board in their reply (20th September) refused to recognize these 
qualifications adequate, and Wanted to know “the nature of 
the proposed Treasurer’s past employments the character which 
he has maintained in them ” (no. 145). Mr. Digby sent his 
reply to the Board’s letter of the 20th September four months 
after, on the 26th December, 1822, and reported that during 
five months’ tenure of office as the acting Treasurer Sibnarayan 
had performed his duties satisfactorily, and, that before his 

h 
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appointment he had managed hia lather s large estate for three 
years (no 149) Sibnarayan himself declared his age to be 
25 years at the time of his appointment (p 412) In their 
reply (no 150) of the 14th January, 1823 the Board again 
refused to sanction the appointment of Sibnarayan on account 
of his youth and want of mature eipenence of public service 
Eind requested Mr Digby to select a person less liable to this 
objection (no 150) Mr Digby wrote hia reply to this letter 
about a year after (2nd December 1823) Herem he puts 
down the age of Sibnarayan as 26 and says m effect that he is 
the best man available (no 162) In their reply the Board 
confirmed the apjximtraent of Sibnarayan Roy trusting that 
you would not mvolve m a responsibility so senous as would 
be that of recommending m the very high and strong terms 
Sibnaxayein Roy were he not entirely deservmg of the high 
character and qualification you describe him to possess (no 
163) What really led Mr Digby to take so favourable a view 
of the character of Sibnarayan Roy is thus cxplamed by him 
in his explanation of the 22nd September 1824 after the latter 
had thrown him and Radhaprasad Roy overboard — 

With regard to the manner of his (Sibnarayan s) appoint 
ment his father flajiblochan Roy m whom having long known 
him I had reposed confidence earnestly soliated this situation 
for his son and representing him as perfectly qualified and 
offering to pledge his whole Estates for his son s fidehty m the 
discharge of his duties (p 411) 

O^The real source of trouble m the Collcctorate of Burdwan 
when Mr Digby assumed charge of the office of Collector was 
not corrupt practices of the mimstcnal staff for which there was 
remedy but deep-rooted party spint with powerful outside 
support Maharaja iTjejchand of Burdwan had a son named 
Pratap Chand who died leaving widows who claimed property 
belongmg to their deceased husband as their heritage This 
claim was opposed by their father m law When Mr Digby 
assumed charge of the office litigation was proceeding betvreen 
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Maharaja Tejchand and his daughters-in-Iaw for the posses- 
sion of Ganga-Manoharpur (Gunga Mannohurpoor) taluk. 
Debnarain Bose, the Head Sheristadar, was a partisan of the 
Maharaja and the Ranis also had their friends in the Gollec- 
torate. Gurudas Mulcherji, nephew (sister’s son) of Ram- 
mohun Roy, was the Dewan of Pratap CJiand, and after his 
death acted as the vakil (agent) of his widows and conducted 
the law-suit instituted by the Maharaja on their behalf (pp. 307 
and 447). When Radhaprasad Roy entered the Burdwan Col- 
lectorate as Naib or assistant Sheristadar, closely related as he 
was to Gurudas Mukherji, he was viewed with suspicion by Deb- 
narain Bose, and naturally found himself identified with the pcirty 
of the Ranis. Ganga-Manoharpur taluk was registered in the 
Gollectorate in the name of the Rams. With a view to establish 
Maharaja Tejchand ’s claim to this taluk Debnarain Bose 
endeavoured to procure Mr. Digby’s signature as Collector to 
a receipt (chalan) for Rs. 1275 offered to be paid on the part 
of the Maharaja as the revenue of the taluk. Mr. Digby writes : 
“But fortunately I had been warned of this intrigue by the 
fnends of the Ranees and consequently refused to sign any 
receipt for revenue from a person in whose name the estate was 
not registered m the record and returned the sum offered’’ (p. 
323). Radhaprasad Roy probably sided with the friends of the 
Rams, as Mr. Digby writes in his explanation of the 9th October 
1824, that he assisted them (p. 447). 

Now to return to the story of Debnarain Bose, by his mis- 
conduct in connection with the payment of the revenue of (Sanga 
Manoharpur taluk by the Raja of Burdwan he lost the confidence 
of Mr. Digby who thenceforward ignored him and consulted 
Radhaprasad Roy and other officers. Formal complaints also 
were made charging Debnarayan Bose of corrupt practices. 
One such complaint was that he had accepted a bribe of Rs 25 
from one Rammohun Majumdar (p. 327 &c), and the other was 
that he held in farm chakran land under a fictitious name and 
thereby caused loss of revenue to government (no. 151). When 
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Mr Digby was carrying on invesbgabon into the complaint of 
Rammohun Majumdar m open Court Debnarain Bose s son 
and nephew caused him (Rammohun Majumdar) to be arrested 
m his presence by the bailiff m execution of a decree m favour 
of the Raja of Burdwan (pp 324 and 326) Debnarain Bose 
instead of waiting for Mr Digby s report to the Board as a 
result of his investigations regarding complaints against him 
(Debnaram) that is to say being on the defensive himself took 
the offensive by eubmittmg a petition to the Board against Mr 
Digby m April, 1823 The Board forwarded this petition to 
Mr Digby with their letter of the 2nd May callmg for his 
explanation Mr Digby s explanation was conveyed in his 
letter of 13th June 1823 (no 153) and additional explanation 
m hifl letter of the followmg day (no 1 54) Mr Digby thus 
concludes his second letter — 

Under all these circuinstances and m consideration of the 
general conduct of the present Head Shenstadar as particularized 
m my letter of yesterday s date I am obliged to withhold all 
confidence upon him and as the Board consider me responsible 
for my proceedings I am under the necessity of suggesting to 
the Board the expediency of removing him from his situation 
and of authorising me to nominate another person m his place 
(P 338) 

The Board m their letter of the 20th June 1 823 
permitted Mr Digby to remove D^ananun Bose from his office 
and^to nominate his successor (no 151) Mr Digby nominated 
Kunjabehari (Koonjbeharry) Roy for several years Shenstadar 
of the Dewam Adalut of Ziln Ramgar and of Fuiruckbad for 
the vacant post (no 157) The Board duly confirmed the 
appointment of Kimjabehan Roy as the Head Shenstadar of the 
Burdwan Collectorate in the place of Debnarain Bose (18th 
July 1823) 

When Rammohun Majumdar s complaint to Mr Digby 
against Debnaram Bose for taking bribe was under mvestiga 
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tion, Debnarain instituted a criminal case against Radbaprasad 
Roy and Rammohun Majumdar for conspiracy and perjury in the 
court of Mr. J. R. Hutchinson, Magistrate of Burdwan. Mr. 
Hutchinson held the trial on the 1st July and forwarded the 
proceedings to Mr. Digby with his letter of the 5th July request- 
ing him (Mr. Digby) to refer to the Board the result of his inquiry 
into the charges brought against Debnarain Bdfee, and, at the 
same time, to adopt such measures as might lead to a prosecu- 
tion and conviction of Rammohun Majumdar and Radhaprasad 
Roy. Mr. Digby refused to do either in his letter of the 9th 
July “not only on account of its (Mr. Hutchinson’s inquiry) 
having been entered into in opposition to the Regulation which 
1 have pointed out, but on account of the Board having as 
stated in their letter, removed that man from office, merely in 
consequence of my not reposing any trust or confidence in him’’ 
(p. 342), In his reply (14th July, 1823) Mr. Hutchinson 
writes to Mr. Digby that the inquiry held by him created such 
strong suspicion of conspiracy against Radhaprasad Roy in his 
mind and disclosed such proof of perjury against Rammohun 
Majumdar and others ‘ ‘that I conceived you would as an act of 
justice to Debnarain Bose have immediately adopted such 
measures as might in the end at least have exculpated him from 
the charge of Bribery , and have rendered him fit to be employed 
agcQn in the public service” (p. 343). Failing to induce Mr. 
Digby to adopt any such measures, Mr. Hutchinson approached 
the Board of Revenue in his letter of the same date (no. 158). 
The Board replied (on the 25th July) that they observecb with 
regret that Mr. Hutchinson’s proceedings in the case of Deb- 
narain Bose were extra-judicial and not required by any existing 
regulation ; but they were convinced that his proceedings had 
been influenced solely by an anxious desire to further the ends of 
Justice. It IS very doubtful if Mr. Hutchmson’s anxious desire 
to further the ends of Justice would have been stimulated so far 
as to undertake extra-judicial and illegal proceedings if the 
aggrieved party had been any other person than Debnarain Bose. 
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Perhaps any other aggneved party would not have ventured to 
lodge such complaint with the Magistrate 

Not long after Rammohun Majumdar complamed against 
Debnaram Bose for tahmg bribe, in May 1823, a man signing 
his name as Shunnuk Loll Tewaiy (Sanak Lai Tewari) sub- 
mitted a petition to the Board of Revenue with a view to make 
known the ma?practice8 of Radhaprasad Roy, Peshkar of the 
CoUectorate (p 457) The petitioner gives high praise to Deb- 
narain Bose the head Shenstadar, and complains that Radha 
prasad has endeavoured to get him removed from his situation 
by means of a false complaint Radhaprasad Roy has abstracted 
a large sum of money from the Treasury with the connivance of 
the acting Treasurer he has received Rs 18000 from Sib- 
narain Roy for procuring him the post of Treasurer he has 
embezzled stamped paper to the value of Rs 1 1000 th^ w 
a decrease of excise revenue owing to his corrupt pracnces he 
has given away great part of the money deposited m the Trea 
sury to persons who had no just claim (pp 457-459) On 
receipt of the Board s letter of the 3rd June communicating to 
him the content of Shunnuk Loll s pebtion Mr Digby imme 
diately examined the Treasury coimted m person the cash and 
the stamped pajjers and found no deficiency He promptly 
reported to the Board the results of his examinabon and promised 
a full report rclatmg to other charges after due mquiry (nos 
151 152 and 156) He duly earned on inqiunes into other 

charges and drafted a report Its transmission to the Board 
how(yer, was delayed by the preparation of the translation 
of the various depositions and documents to be enclosed with it 
But other urgent busmess particuleuly proceedmgs against Deb- 
narain Bose mtemiped the work of translation and when those 
proceedmgi were at an end Mr Digby forgot to forward the 
repjort to the Board with the enclosures (p 410) The draft 
rcpiort was left at Burdwan and was submitted with his expla 
nation of the 22nd September 1622 (no 198) In this report 
Mr Digby says that the signature (Shunnuk Loll Tewary) is 
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evidently fictitious, and indicates that Debnarain Bose is the 
source of the string of accusations brought forward m the peti- 
tion. He had no difficulty in showing the beselessness of the 
charges against Radhaprasad Roy (pp. 423-425). If this report 
with the necessary enclosures had reached the Board in time, 
perhaps much of the troubles that befell himself and Radha- 
prasad Roy might have been avoided. ^ 

In his explanatory letter of the 13th June, 1823, relating 
to the petition of Debnarain Bose, Mr. Digby gives instances 
of collusion between the Raja of Burdwan and the former (no. 
153). Maharaja Tejehand also engaged in open hostility with 
Radhaprasad and his father. He (Tejehand) submitted a peti- 
tion to the Board against him in May, 1823. Mr. Digby writes 
in his letter of the 9th October, 1824, “This hostility (of intri- 
guers of Burdwan) was powerfully instigated by the Raja of 
Burdwan who regarded Radhaparsad Roy, as his personal 
enemy, as declared in the Persian Petition presented by the 
Raja to the Board, in May last” (p. 447). Rammohun Roy 
attributes the institution of three suits against him by Maharaja 
Tejehand on the 16th June, 1823, based on three kistibandi 
bonds alleged to have been executed by his father Ramkanta 
Roy twenty-four years before, to the malice and animosity of the 
Maharaja, and traces this animosity to the belief that his nephew 
Gurudas Mukherji assisted the Maharaja’s widowed daughters- 
in-law in a case in court against him at his (Rammohun Roy’s) 
instance (p. 307). 

Prosecution of Radhaprasad Roy ^ 

After the removal of Debnarain Bose from his post as 
Head Shenstadar that destroyed the influence of the Maharaja 
of Burdwcin m the Collectorate, there was peace in that office. 
As stated above, Mr Digby had his way with regard to Sib- 
narayan Roy who was confirmed as Treasurer in December, 
1823. At the end of May, 1824, he fell severely ill, but did 
not at once apply for leave (pp. 410 and 448). As he was not 



reatored to health as soon as he had expected he applied to 
the Board of Revenue for leave of absence evidently m the 
third week of July When he received the orders of the Board 
granting him leave and directed the staff of the CoUectorate to 
prepare to make over charge to his successor, Sibnarayan Roy 
the Treasurer, instead of attending office, went to the Magis- 
trate and presented a petition complainmg that Radhaprasad 
Roy, the secona Shenstadar of th^ CoUectorate had embezzled 
Rs 1 ,36,000 from the Treasury (no 1 64) Sibnarayan stated 

m his petition that he was very young not more than 22 years 
of age In cosequence of stncl intimacy between their parents 
Rajiblochan Roy and Rammohun Roy, he was acquainted with 
Radhaprasad Roy Two years ago Radhaprasad offered him 
the post of Treasurer of the Burdwan CoUectorate Sibnarayan 
at first refused to accept the post on account of his youth 
but was prevailed upon to do so But he was not allowed to 
mterfere m the works of the Treasury Radhaprasad, who had 
unbounded influence over Mr Digby, and was the de jado 
Collector abstracted from the Treasury all the Bank notes as 
they were paid m and thus formed a separate fimd amounting 
to Rs 1 36 000 Radhaprasad earned on the work of the 
Treasury with the help of the Assistant Treasurer Ramdhan 
Chatter]!, and Sibnarayan merely signed whatever they told 
him to sign At last rupees two lakhs (200,000) was ordered 
to be remitted to Murshidabad As only one and a heilf lakhs of 
rupees was forthcoming from the Treasury Radhaprasad raised 
Rs 14 000 by pawning halves of Bank Notes for Rs 26 500 
through a Muktar When the Commercial Resident of Hanpal 
wanted Rs 50 000 Radhaprasad Roy induced Mr Digby to 
wnte and say that there was no money m deposit in the Trea 
sury At last when Mr Digby was granted leave of absence 
and the news of the commg of his successor was received 
every exertion was made to gel money and Radhaprasad said 
he would detain the Collector and aU would yet go weU 
Failing in hia attemirt to raise money Radhaprasad advised 
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Sibnarayan to abscond. Sibnarayan, instead of doing so, com- 
plained to the Magistrate (pp. 357-58). 

Cn receipt of tins complaint the Magistrate summoned 
Radhaprasad Roy who immediately attended the court and 
“shewed a letter from the Treasurer’s father (Rajiblochan Roy) 
on the 25th instant requesting that the sums wj;iich had been 
made use of by his son and Ramdhun Chaterjee without the 
Sheristadar’s (Radhaprasad Roy’s) knowledge might be refund- 
ed m the course of two months’’ (p. 350). This letter, as we learn 
from Mr. Digby’s letter of the 9th October, 1824, to the Board 
(no. 207) was written by Rajiblochan Roy on the 9th Sravan 
(23rd July, 1824) stating that his second son Ganganarayan 
brought the news of the defalcation, that Ramdhan Chaterji, 
the Assistant Treasurer, was guilty of it, and that matters could 
not be managed if it was concealed from Radhaprasad (p 450). 
After the perusal of this letter the Magistrate called on Mr. 
Digby personally and requested him to inspect the Treasury. 
As the latter could not undertake the inspection on account of 
“severe debility,” the Magistrate did so and found a deficiency 
of Rs. 1,36,360.8 8.3. He, therefore, requested Mr. Digby 
to hand over the Treasurer, Sibnarayan, to him. Mr. Digby 
suspended Sibnarayan Roy, handed him over to the 
Magistrate, and reported these incidents to the Board In his 
letter of the 27th July, 1824 (no. 163) From this narrative 
it will be seen that the Magistrate at first did not believe the 
story of Sibneurayan that Radhaprasad had embezzled the 
money He, therefore, did not ask Mr. Digby to hand over 
Radhaprasad Roy to him Radhaprasad then tendered resigna- 
tion of his post of Naib Sheristadar which was accepted by Mr. 
Digby on the 31st July (p. 358) On receipt of Mr. Digby's 
letter, the Board of Revenue appointed Mr. Molony, the Super- 
intendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, as a Commis- 
sioner to inquire into the embezzlement and to supenntend and 
direct Mr Armstrong, the successor of Mr. Digby, with the 
approval of the Governor General in Council (nos. 165-166). 


1 



Mr Molony amvcd at Burdwan on the morning of the 
8th August 1 824 He was no stranger to the kachan or 
ofRcial circle of Burdwan He had acted m various capacibes 
m the office of the Magistrate of Burdwan (Asst Registrar 
Additional Registrar, Registrar) for about six years from 1815 
to the end of J820 ” On Monday the 9th mstant he pro- 
ceeded to the Collector a office in order to be present ^^en 
Mr Armstrong received charge for narrowly watching the 
conduct of every individual concerned durmg the operation of 
delivering over charge of the office (p 357) He found Mr 
Digby labouring under a great degree of bodily suffering and 
extremely weak his understanding appeared completely 
imbecile Mr Molony s first report was forwarded on the 1 4th 
August and a supplementary report on the 10th September 
1824 These reports sum up the evidences on the strength of 
which he ordered the prosecution of Radhaprasad Roy on a 
charge of fraudulently embesling pubbc money from the 
Treasury of the CoUectorate of Burdwan of Sibnarayan Roy 
for being accessory to and conmvmg at the fraudulent embezzle 
ment of Ramdhan Chaterji Naib Treasurer for being an 
active accessory to and accomplice, and Pitambar Chater)i 
Head Wnter and Ramchand Ganguh Record Keeper for bemg 
accessones and accomphces m the above embezzlement (p 400) 
The Board of Revenue forwarded an extract from the first report 
of Mr Molony with their letter of the 3l8t August 1824 
to Mr Digby requestmg him to submit full explanation on 
several points (no 1 85) In this letter they call Mr Digby s 
attention to the fact thyit further report on Shunnuk Loll 
Tewary s pebbon promised by him in his letters of the 7th and 
the 1 3th Jime 1 823 does not appear ever to have been received 
Eind observe thiit if he had prosecuted his mquiry mto the sen 
ouB charges brought by the petitioner with energy and effect it 
might have been the means of preventing the late embezzlement 
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(pp. 377-78). Mr. Digby’s letter of the 22nd September, 1822, 
addressd to the Board of Revenue (no. 198) contains his 
explanations on the points raised in Mr. Molony’s first report, 
and his letter of the 9th October, 1824 (no 207), deals with the 
additional points raised in the supplementary report. In these 
letters Mr. Digby, though suffering from the illness that he con- 
tracted at Burdwan and that brought his life to a premature end, 
explains his conduct in a dignified manner, and defends Radha- 
prasad Roy against the charge of embezzlement with vigour. 
The Board of Revenue submitted Mr. Digby’s explanations with 
their letter of the 19th October, (no. 209). Herein (p. 452) the 
Board retract the opinion they expressed about the petition of 
Shunnuk Loll Tewary m their letter of 31st August, 1824, and 
add : — 

\ 

“On mature deliberation and with reference to the party 
spirit which has long prevailed at Burdwan between Mr. Digby’s 
native officers and the Rajah and his Omlah, to the complexion 
of the evidence adduced, and to the circumstances of the parties 
concerned at the time of the enquiry conducted by the Superin- 
tendent and Ramembrancer of Legal Affairs, contrasted with 
Mr. Digby’s having thrice solemnly asserted that he did perso- 
nally examine and find correct the state of his Treasury and 
that he did ascertain that the other allegations in the 
Petition were unfounded we have no hesitation in believing 
Mr. Digby and more particularly as we entirely concur in 
opinion with him that the anonymous Petitioner would not have 
fmled to inform the Board if Mr. Digby had as has been stated 
by the depositions taken wholly misconducted the enquiry 
directed and deceived the Board by a false report’’ (p. 452). 

We have made this long quotation from a document printed 
in this volume because it enables one to view the proceedings 
in the Collectorate of Burdwan from July, 1824, in true perspec- 
tive. The story of the embezzlement in the Burdwan Treasury 
told in Shunnuk Loll Tewari’s petition of May, 1823, on the one 
hand, and in Sibnarayan Roy’s petition of July, 1824, on the 
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other, IB cast in the same mould (pp 458 and 357) 
Again Radhapraaad Roy s aacendancy over Mr Digby 
18 emphasised in these documents as well as in Debnaram 
Bose s petition to the Board of May, 1 823 (pp 323 26) In the 
above extract the Board uneqivocally retract their opinion 
that Shunnuh^LoU Tewary s petition was not wholly untrue 
and that if inquiry into the charges brought against Radha 
prasad Roy therein had been vigilantly and zealously con 
ducted m June and July 1823 it might have been the 
means of preventing embezzlement of the public money m 
June and July* 1824 One of the reasons adduced by the 
Board for doing so is the xmtrustworthiness of the evidence 
influenced by the pfirty spint which has long prevailed at 
Burdwan between Mr Digby s native officers and the Rajeih 
and hia Omlah The Board was not unaware of the fact as 
the above extract will show that the same party spirit { the 
circumstances of the parties ) survived at the time when Mr 
Molony also conducted his mquines But though they had no 
hesitation m believing Mr Digby when he declared that the alle 
gabons made ageunat Radhaprewad Roy m Shunnuk Loll Tewa 
ry 8 petibon were unfounded yet they beheved m similar allega 
bona made m Mr Molony s reports m spite of Mr Ehgby s as 
serbon to the contrary In these reports Mr Molony takes no 
noUcc of the letter that Rajiblochan Roy father of Sibnarayan 
wrote to Radhaprasad on the 9th Sravan correspondmg to 24th 
July 1824 referred to above Mr Digby, as stated above gives 
a summary of it m his letter of the 9th October 1824 to the 
Board (p 450) and testifies to its genumeness by stating 
This letter was written in Rajiblochan e own hand was shown 
me before 1 left Burdwan and has I am informed been laid 
before the Magistrate The members of the Board of Revenue 
Messrs J Rattle and W Trower who sign the Board s letter 
of the 19th October 1824 embodymg their judgment on Mr 
Digby 8 conduct not only ignore Rajiblochan Roy s letter but 
also forget Sibneirayan Roy e rather quietly conscnbng as his 
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son’s security to make good the whole embezzlement” as noted 
by themselves (p. 454), and give it as their deliberate opinion * — 

‘‘We still are of opinion that Mr. Digby’s culpability con- 
sists solely and entirely in his having placed a most 
reprehensible confidence in Radhapersaud Roy and others his 
native Officers and in his allowing them, to the total neglect of 
the personal controul vigilence and discipline h^ was bound to 
exercise in the discharge of his public duty a license and discre- 
tion in the fulfilment of their Official obligations which afforded 
them (as might be expected) the most complete opportunity for 
gross corruption and every other description of abuse of office” 

(p. 456) 

Mr. Digby could not be condemned for his official conduct 
without the condemnation of Radhaprasad Roy for corruption. 
The Board of Revenue in effect do so even before the begin- 
ning of the trial of the latter. On the 29th October, 1824, the 
Governor General in Council granted Mr. Digby permission 
‘‘to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope for the benefit of his 
health, and to be absent on that account for a period of twelve 
months” (no 218). He died at the Cape of Good Hope, evi- 
dently a broken-hearted man, before he could receive the news 
of the acquittal of Radhaprasad Roy and the vindication of his 
official character Raja Rammohun Roy had no greater fnend 
than this unfortunate Englishman whose admiration for the 
great reformer was at the root of much of his troubles 
at Burdwan. 

The Bocird of Revenue was led to pass their judgment on 
the conduct of Mr Digby by the reports of Mr. Molony who 
appears to have begun his inquiry with certain prepossessions 
Bom in 1801 or 1802, Radhaprasad could not have been much 
above 23 at the time of Mr. Molony’ s inquines, and could not 
have been much above 21 when Mr. Digby appointed 
Sibnarayan Roy to be acting Treasurer of the Burdwan Collec- 
torate About Radhaprasad’ s share in this appointment Mr. 
Molony writes in his first report, ‘‘My belief as to the real case 



18 that Radhapcrsaud having established (and he most unques 
tionably possess it to the present moment) a complete asc^dancy 
over Mr Ehgby s official opmiona when a new Treasurer was 
required sought out one of hia own fnends to share what he could 
make Rajiblochim Roy a man of some landed property was 
chosen he went security and his son then only about 18 or 19 
years of age if* so much was made the nominal Treasurer and 
Ramdhun the Naib an older hand shrewd and of some experience 
was sent to work the machme (p 365) Mr Digby entered the 
Company e Gvil Service even before the birth of Radhaprasad 
Roy He was appointed a wnter on the 27th August 1799 
and his residence m India commenced on the 9th December 
1800 How could a young man of 21 establish complete 
ascendancy over such a veteran Mr Molony seems never 
to have asked himself He evidently discerned the shadow 
of some one else behmd Radhaprasad For later on 
in the same paragraph he writes The earnestness with which 
the appomtment of Sibnarayan was urged in a correspondence 
which lasted for over a year shows that some one had a very 
strong mterest in getting the pomt earned Here Radhaprasad 
IS not named Mr Molony s next sentence leaves no doubt 
that by some one he 8usp>ect8 an outsider He writes — 
The original drafts of the first letter to the Board (dated 
3rd Sept 1822) is not to be found m the office and that the 
Draft of the 2nd letter (dated 26lh Dec 1822) is neither m 
Mr Digby s own hand writing or m that of any of the establish 
ed office none of whom can tell whose hand it 

18 lead strongly to the inference that Mr Digby had been led 
in this case as m other case (p 366) 

By the time Mr Molony appeared m the scene August 
1824 many people m and outside the Collectorate of Burdwan 
must have come to know the hand writing of Radhaprasad As 
none of the witnesses exammed by him could recognize the 

2<S. Rcgmcr of GovcmiDcnt Civfl Servants of the Bcngnl EstabUshment {rms). 
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\vriter of the draft of the second letter, Mr. Molony must have 
written these lines under the suspicion that it must have been in 
the hand writing of an outsider. In their letter of the 31st 
August, 1824, addressed to Mr. Digby, the Board very nearly 
draw the same conclusion. They write: — 

“And at the same time you will distinctly ^state by whom 
the Draft of the letter to the Board of the 26th December, 1822, 
was written. The Board hope this draft was not prepared by 
Radhapersaud or any of his family" (p. 380). 

There was only one other member of Radhaprasad’s family 
who could be suspected of influencing Mr. Digby and drafting 
the letter, — his father Rammohun Roy. Mr. Molony’s remarks 
relating to the draft of the second letter on Sibnarayan’s appoint- 
ment leave enough room for such conjecture. But in fact it 
was not the second letter that procured the confirmation of Sib- 
narayan Roy, but the third written a year later (no. 162)' to the 
draft of which Mr. Molony does not refer. 

In his first report Mr. Molony has no hesitation in openly 
avowing that he suspended or removed from office some of the 
mimsterial officers of the Burdwan Collectorate on account, in 
addition to other grounds, of their connection with Rammohun 
Roy, father of Radhaprasad Roy Thus he first writes about 
Kunjabiharl Roy (Koonjbeharee Roy), the Head Sheristadar, he 
“is I understand an old dependent of Rammohun Roy” (p 360) 
and later on states that he is “suspended both on the ground 
of his connection with Rammohun Roy and his total incapa- 
city ” The Stamp Darogah (Ramhari Mitra) and Abt;aree 
Tuhseeldar (Govmdaprasad Roy) “have likewise been re- 
moved on account of their default and as connexions of Ram- 
mohun Roy” (pp 164-165). Kunjabihari could not be a 
dependent of Rammohun Roy for he was holding the office of 
Sheristadar of the Dewani Adalat of Ramgar (Ramghur) when 
Mr. Ehgby and Rammohun Roy were there; and he could not 
be a connection of Rammohun Roy, because he was not a 
Brahman (pp. 340 and 416) Mr. Armstrong, the Acting 
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Collector thus explains the grounds of Kimjabehan Roy a dia 
miasa] — 

Koonjbiharee Roy the head Senatadar waa diamiaaed on 
the same day on the grounds of his being utterly incapable of 
performing the duties of his situation and certi/^ng in 
open court hia^unacquamtance with all the documents m the 
shensta (archive) and with all orders that had been passed by 
the Collector, thus registering hia own incapacity and being 
besides a connexion of the family of Radhaprasad Roy 
(pp 369 370) 

It 18 difBcult to determine how Mr Armstrong could 
diacover ICunjabehan Roy s unacquamtance with all the docu 
menta euid all the orders dunng the three days of excitement and 
chaos (9th to 1 1th August) that he devoted to taking charge of 
his office His discovery waa faalitated by his determination to 
reappomt Debnarayan Bose on whose dismissal Kunjabihan 
Roy was appomted Head Shenstadar of the Burdwan CoUecto- 
rate before he left Hugh on his transfer from that station 
to Burdwan as acting Collector He wntes m his letter of the 
21st May 1825 containing explanabons regarding the petition 
of Pitambar Chateqi (Petumbcr Chatterjec) — 

In order to place m their true colour the false and shame 
leas accusations iigamat Mr Molony and myself touching my 
nomination of Debneuain Bose I take this opportunity of in 
forming the Board that I had contemplated employmg this m 
dividual prior to my leaving Hooghly On reachmg the 
standi Debnaram Bose presented me with a letter of Recommen 
dabon from a fnend who was well acquamted with his character 
I then consulted with Mr Molony who I found cnlertained 
the highest opmion of his integrity and fitness for the situabon 
(p 477) 

TTie false and shameless accusation is contained m a 
pctibon (no 227 March 30 1025) submitted to the Board by 
Pitambar Chateqi the Head Wntcr of the Burdwan CoUecto- 
rale who waa sent up for trial to the Magistrate as an acccs- 
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sory to the embezzlement. The Magistrate, while acquitting 
him of the criminal charge, declared him unfit for public ser- 
vice. Pitambar submitted the petition to the Board of Revenue 
against this dicision praying for restoration to his appoint- 
ment, and a supplementary petition (no. 228) giving account of 
an instance of the corrupt practices of Debnaray^ Bose. Before 
dealing with the content of these petitions 1 shall briefly describe 
the earlier effors made by Messrs. Molony and Armstrong to 
reinstate Debnarayan Bose which best illustrate their attitude. 

In his first report on the embezzlement in the Burdwan 
Collecorate Mr. Molony cites Debnarayan Bose’s dismissal as 
another instance of the misdeeds of Radhaprasad Roy and his 
adherents. He writes that Mr. Elliot not only considered Deb- 
narayan “the most useful man on the Establishment but also 
as the most upright native he had met with.” As he interfered 
with the views of Radhaprasad and his adherents, his rum 
was determined on. But the notoriety of the cabal that 
brought about his dismissal, the excellent character that he 
bears among all classes of the natives, Mr. Molony ’s own 
knowledge of his experience in revenue matters, induced 
Mr. Molony to consider him as the fittest person to be the 
Head Sheristadar, and, Mr. Armstrong fully concurring 
m this opinion nominated Debnarayan Bose to the post 
(made vaceint by the dismissal of Kunjabihari Roy). In 
spite of all this Mr. Molony could not question the justness of 
the orders passed by the Board on Debnarayan ’s dismissal, but 
he trusted that the circumstances that had then come to light 
(embezzlement) would induce the Board to restore him to the 
post he formerly held (pp. 366-367). 

In his letter of the 16th August (1824) Mr. Armstrong, the 
acting Collector, reported to the Board, Eimong other things, 
the dismissal of Kunjabihari Roy, the Head Sheristadeir, and 
Lala Madan Gopal, the successor of Radhaprasad as Naib Sheris- 
tadar, and the appointment of Debnarayan Bose “recommend- 
ded to me most strenuously by Mr. Molony” and Mirza Haidar 
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All (Hyder Alice) to the vacanaes In their reply of the 24th 
September, the Board, while entirely approvmg the removal 
of these officers postponed for the time bemg passing orders on 
the appointment of Debnarayan Bose and Mirza Haidar Ah 
(no 200) In their letter of the 19th October, 1824 (no 210) 
to Mr Armstrgng, forwardmg an apphcation from Ramlochun 
Dutt, Shenstadar of HijL (Hidgellec) for the poet of the Head 
Shenstadar of the Burdwan Collectorate the Board observed 
that they were convmced that he (Mr Armstrong) would not 
have considered Debnarayan Bose deserving of their confinna 
tion had he been aware that E)ebnarajran had previously suffered 
considerably m the Board s confidence when engaged m review 
mg the conduct of IDeviprasad Sarkar formerly Treasurer of the 
Burdwan Collectorate In the concludmg paragraph of this 
letter the Board defines the prmciple that should be followed 
m making appomtmenta at Burdwan — 

In conclusion I am directed to state that the Board are 
parbcularly anxious that the Successor to Koonjabehairy Roy 
shall be an individued who has hitherto had no connecbon with 
either your Nativ? OflBcers your district or it e zumecndars 
in order to prevent m far as is possible the recurrence of the 
hostility conhision litigation and trouble which has alternately 
existed as the {jrmcipal Officers of your Estabbshment have 
been connected with or opposed to the Landed proprietors of 
your district (p 460) 

In hia reply (of the 25th Octobeij 1824) to this letter Mr 
Arcistrong express^ his willingness to appoint Ramlochun 
Dutt Head Shenstadar and added that since De bnar ayan s 
reappomtment on the 12th August he (Armstrong) had found 
him most attentive to his duties and well versed m revenue 
matters but he (Armstrong) did not know that Debnarayan had 
forfeited the confidence of the Board on any other occasion 
Ramlochun Dutt was accordingly appomled Head Shenstadar 
and took charge of his office early m November ] 824 (no 2 1 7) 
Debnarayan Bose appealed to the Governor General m Council 
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for reinstatement. Mr. Armstrong also soon found Ramlochun 
Dutt incapable of discharging the duties^ wanting in experience, 
activity and zeal, and early in January, 1825, compelled him 
to submit his resignation When forwarding a copy of Ram- 
lochun Dutt’s letter of resignation to the Board Mr. Armstrong 
writes in his letter of the 4th January, 1825, that he tolerated 
Ramlochun’s continuance m office “under the hope that the 
result of his predecessor Debnarain Bose’s appeal to the Right 
Honorable the Governor General in Council would have been a 
restoration to the appointment 1 had nominated him to’’ (p. 467). 

Evidently Debnarayan Bose’s appeal to the Governor Gene- 
ral in Council did not lead to his reinstatement as hoped by Mr. 
Armstrong'. But the petitions of Pitambar Chaterji referred to 
above enabled Mr. Armstrong to reopen the question again. 
In his first petition Pitambar Chaterji alleged that in their in- 
quiries about embezzlement and m dealing with the officers of 
the establishment of the Collectorate who were sent for trial 
and dismissed, Messrs. Molony and Armstrong had acted under 
the guidance of Debnarayan Bose, his (Pitambar’s) enemy, whose 
corrupt practices he had exposed Pitambar does not also spare 
Mr Hutchmson, the Magistrate He writes that after Mr. 
Hutchinson failed to force Debnarayan Bose upon Mr Digby, 
coolness existed between him (Hutchinson) and Mr Digby (p. 
471) I have already referred to Mr. Armstrong’s letter regard- 
ing Pitambar Chaterji’ s petition and given an extract from it. 
In a supplementary petition (no. 228) Pitambar complains that 
Debnarayan Bose farmed certain chakran land m the nai^e of 
another person while he was in public service and retained it for 
12 years. This supplementary petition was also sent to Mr. 
Armstrong for his explanation. In his letter of the 2nd June, 
1825, relating to it, occurs this touching passage: — 

“I know not why I should have been called on for a 
Report on the petition now under reply as the individual against 
whom the charges are brought has been prohibited from holding 
the situation to which I nominated him perhaps the Board may 
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entertain the wish of reinstating him should they on reconsi- 
dcrabon find that the former charges were not sufiiacntly subs 
tanbated I am wiling to hope that this may be their object aa 
the more I enquire the more I am disposed to consider such an 
net as one of justice to this individual — As I have been anba 
pating that further enquiry would be made into the grounds of 
dismissal 1 have not recommended my present Acbng Head 
Shenstadar for confirmabon because I do not think him so well 
qualified for performing the dubes of the office under my 
charge as Debnarain Bose (pp 481-482) 

The Acting Head Shenstadar referred to here is Ramlo- 
chun Dutt whose enforced resignahon had not been accepted on 
account of the Board s refusal to reinstate Debnarayan Bose 
In their reply to Mr Armstrong s explanabons regarding Pitam 
bar Chaterji s pebhons the Board stated that as far as his (Pitam 
bar s) own remstatement was concerned the pebbons deserved 
no considerabon they had no doubt that in the discharge of 
public dubes Messrs Molony Hutchinson and Armstrong had 
been actuated by the most honourable mobves but having care 
fully and deliberately considered all the circumstances on the 
records of this department affecting the official character of Deb- 
narayan Bose they found no reason whatsoever to consider the 
orders dismissmg him from his dffice otherwise than entirely 
just and proper (no 234) When Mr Armstrong obstinately 
persisted m refusing to recommend Debnarayan s successor 
Ramlochim Dutt for confirmabon, the Board lost their pabence 
and 'wrote It would have been more becommg to doubt 
whether you yourself had sufficiently considered the dubes of 
a Shenstadar m all their bearings nor can the Board easily 
account for your opinion of Ramlochun Dutt differmg so widely 
as It appears to do from that entertamed of him by Mr Fortes- 
cue IVlr Reed and other more expenenced Pubhc Officers (no 
245) The Board might have refused to approve the dismissal 
of Kunjabihan Roy who ongmally succeeded Debnarayan Bose 
as Head Shenstadar on very ainular grounds for Mr Miller 
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and other more experienced public officers entertained opinion 
of his capacity that differed widely from that entertained by Mr. 
Armstrong (pp. 340, 416 and 510). But they were prevented from 
doing so on account of the allegation made by Messrs. Molony 
and Armstrong, though declared baseless by Mr. Digby, that 
Kunjabihari Roy was a connection and old dependent of Ram- 
mohun Roy I have dealt with the efforts mSde by Messrs 
Molony and Armstrong to procure the reappointment of Deb- 
narayan Bose at some length because these efforts, more than 
aything else, clearly show that these officers did not begin their 
inquiries into the affairs of the Collectorate of Burdwan with 
open mind In his summary of the petition of Sibnarayan Roy 
to the Magistrate of Burdwan given in his first report (para 3), 
Mr. Molony also interpolates two fresh charges and represents 
them as accusations, by Sibnarayan himself* (pp. 512-513). 

Trial 

As already stated, Mr. Molony sent up to the Magistrate 
of Burdwan for trial five persons, Radhaprasad Roy, Sibnarayan 
Roy, Ramdhan Chaterji, Ramchandra Ganguli and Pitambar 
Chaterji (p. 400). The proceedings of Messrs Molony and 
Armstrong from the 9th August, 1824, — the wholesale dis- 
missal of ministerial officers of the Collectorate supposed to be 
belonging to Radhaprasad Roy’s party, ariest of five of them 
on a charge of embezzlement or abatement of embezzlement, 
reinstatement of Debnarayan Bose the protege of the Maharaja 
of Burdwan, and discovery of some records of the Collectorate 
in two tanks near the house of Radhaprasad Roy must have 
created a sensation at Burdwan. The consequence of these 
early activities of Mr. Molony is thus desenbed by Radhaprasad 
Roy in his petition addressed to the Governor General (Lord 
Willicim Bentmck) m Council on the 27th July, 1828. — 

“At Burdwan such was the immediate and as your Lord- 
ship must at once perceive the necessary effect of those measures, 
that native Officers and the people in general were afraid to be 
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«een in company with your Petitioner as if intercourse with him 
would be regarded as Treason against the state and would con- 
sequently subject them to Criminal Proaecubon or occasion at 
least the loss of their situations and reputation Hence every 
one ceased to visit him or even to notice him while in his atten 
dance at the Court and thereby the Treasurer and his fnends 
were greatly eifcouraged to persevere m then false charges and 
to mbraidate persons who might otherwise have stood by your 
Petitioner and boldly contradicted what his enemies advanced 
or insinuated against him (p 512) 

The prehmmary mvesUgation by the Magistrate, Mr 
Hutchinson commenced m such an atmosphere Mr Molony 
used to sit by the Magistrate writes Radhaprasad Roy m his 
Persian peUtion filed m the Sadar Nizamat Adalat on the 1 3th 
August 1825 and m opposition to section 12 Regulation 2 of 
1793 and 2 Regulation 2 of 1813 encouraged the Treasurer and 
his Deputy who confessed their crime and the Treasurer s father 
who was secunty for his son and who from consciousness of his 
son 8 guilt had paid the embezzled money to implicate me and 
effect my ruin (p 499) Sibnarayan Roy s and Ramdhan Cha 
terji 8 supporters must have realised that there was no other 
way of escaping with light punishment than proving Radha 
prasad Roy the real author of the embezzlement and them 
selves passive accessones under compulsion Evidently Ram 
dhan also made a confession to that effect Rajiblochan Roy 
father of Sibnarayan had to come forward to support his son 
Thistmust have been embarrassing to the father of Radha 
prasad Rajiblochan Roy as we have already seen was an 
old confidential friend of Rammohun Roy to whose able 
management of his taluks the latter owed the means of under- 
taking his great mission When the two fnends parted there 
must have been a division m the camp of their common fnends 
at Burdwan 

The preliminary mvesUgation by the Magistrate closed on 
the 14th January 1825 when all the accused persons with the 
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exception of Pitambar Chaterji were committed to Sessions — 
to the Calcutta Court of Circuit, for trial (pp. 469 and 471). 
The Court of Circuit visited Burdwan twice every year; first m 
January, and again in July, to try cases committed to Sessions. 
The embezzlement case came up for hearing in the first Sessions 
held in Burdwan in 1825. Mr. C. P-. Martin, the third judge 
of the Calcutta Court of Circuit, arrived at Burdwan on circuit. 
He took up the embezzlement case on the 31st January, and 
examined the witnesses on behalf of the prosecution and docu- 
ments and also defence witnesses summoned by Sibnarayan Roy 
and Ramdhan Chaterji till the 5th February. But “in conse- 
quence of the non-attendance of the witnesses of the Prisoner 
Radhaprasad Roy, the case was unavoidably postponed to the 
next Sessions” (p 469). 

Mr. A. B. Tod, the second judge of the Court of Circuit, 
arrived at Burdwan on the 28th July and resumed the case on 
the 1st August. “Mr. Molony sat every day with the Judge and 
more even than formerly interfered in every transaction ” 
When the deposition of a witness for the prosecution, Ramtanu 
Dutt, was read m the court, he turned round to the Mufti and 
said, “Had 1 been aware that this witness would have given 
such evidence as this I would have had him also committed 
He put questions to the witnesses that confused and perplexed 
them. He treated the witnesses for Radhaprasad Roy with 
seventy, while the witnesses for the prosecution and for Sib- 
narayan received attention due to welcome guests. In a Per- 
sian petition submitted to the Sadar Nizamat Adalat on th^l 3th 
August, 1825, referred to above; Radhaprasad Roy brought 
these grievances to the notice of that tribunal and stated 
that on account of the ill-treatment meted out to his ^witnesses, 
he was finding it difficult to procure the attendance of those who 
had not yet done so. Though the judge postponed the hearing 
from the 3rd to the 25th August, and immediately summoned 
four of the witnesses, he rejected many of the documents that 
he (Radhaprasad) filed on the 5th August on the ground of 
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ihor not having been presented on the former occasion 7 
petitioner was kept standing all day in the court m the custo 
of police officers He therefore prayed that Mr Molony be p: 
hibited from sitting vnth the judge, the prosecution be condui 
by the Government Pleader, and the Qrcuit Judge be enjoined 
receive the doqjiments filed (pp 500 501) 

The petition was heard by the officiating Senior Judge 
the Court of Nizamat Adalat on the 20th August The G< 
emment Pleader who represented Mr Molony endeavoured 
offer explanations but was silenced by the Judge (p 487) w 
ordered that these instructions be issued to Mr Tob the Jud 
of the Court of Circuit at Burdwan — 

While you admit the Supermtendent as prosecutor y 
should on no account allow him to sit on a level with yours 
or your assessor the Law Officer that you should not pern 
him to put any illegal or improper questions to the witnesses 
to make any harsh or irrelevant remarks upon then eviden 
that you should not communicate with him m any but t 
native languages so that all which passes between you may 
uitelhgible to all present (pp 488-469) 

As the wimesses summoned on behalf of Radhaprasi 
Roy whose evidence he considered material did not attend < 
the 25th August the case was postponed to the next Sessior 
the first Session of 1826 Mr Molony reported the procee 
mgs of the Court of Circiut to the Government of India m 1 
letter of the 12th September 1825 (no 235) In the conclu 
ing paragraph of this letter he writes — 

The Government will 1 trust at the same time be satisfii 
of the difficulty I have to encounter when placed under sui 
restrictive orders in prosecuting public dehnquents to who 
the utmost indulgence has been allowed m making their defen 
and who are moreover assisted by every sort of mtngue whii 
abiLty and money can command (pp 487 488) 

Though Mr Molony here speaks of dehnquents the bo< 
of 'he letter shows that he refers to only one of them Radh 
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His father of course spared no exertions to save 
ch exertions weie distasteful to Mr. Molony and 
him intrigue. He would probably have deprived 
of the use of such ability and money on his be- 
juld. Mr. R. Walpole, the third Judge of the 
rt of Circuit, heard the case on the^ 1 5th Februaiy, 
cquitted Ramchandra Ganguli, late Head Writer 
van Collectorate, for want of proof of guilt, and 
proof of innocence. The prosecution and the par- 
narayan Roy had concentrated their efforts in pro- 
< ce to prove that Radhaprasad Roy was primanly 
or the embezzlement , and therefore, were not very 
<t the conviction of Pitambai Chaterji and Ram- 
guli. The Judge referred the cases of Sibnaram, 
d Radhaprasad to the Sadar Nizamat Adalat. 
ly document published in this volume that refers 
f Radhaprasad Roy is no. 249, his petition to Lord 
■tinck, of the 23rd July, 1828. Herein he informs 
s been “fully acquitted’’ by the unanimous ver- 
c judges (Messrs. W. Leycester, C. Smith and 
of the Sadar Nizamat Adalat. 

<rasad Roy was probably acquitted by the Sadar 
'' at towards the end of 1826. Referring to 
’s trial, Rammohun Roy writes to Mr. J. B. Estlin 
February, 1829, “For a period of more than two 
to the most afflicting circumstances ansing from 
gs of some individuals towards my fan^ly, I 
totally unable to pursue any undertaking or carry 
•dence even with those whom 1 sincerely loved and 
The anxieties and exertions on behalf of his son 
v-cted the health of Rammohun Roy, from the effects 
could not recover even after a year and a half as cer- 
medical attendant, Mr, Alexander Halliday M.D. 


nllet, Of cit , f 1 21. 
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TT)e illness whic|i ended m the death of Radhnprasad s mother 
was also produced by the same cause according to her medical 
attendant (p 519) The outhne of the picture of Rammohun 
Roy during the years of Radhnprasad s tnal drawn in latter s 
petition, IS filled in by an independent observer, Gilonel Young 
a disciple of Jeremy Bentham, who wntes to his master on the 
30th Scptembef, 1830 — 

His whole hme also has been occupied for the last two 
years m defendmg himself and his son against a bitter and 
virulent persecution which has been got up agamst the latter 
nominally — but against himself and his abhorred free opmions 
in reahty — by a conspiracy of his own bigotted countrymen 
protected and encouraged, not to say msbgated, by some of 
ours — influential and official men who cannot endure that a 
presumptuous Black Man should tread so closely upon the 
march of mmd Rammohun Roy, after an arduous and pro- 
longed battle through a gradation of tnbunals, has at length, 
by dmt of talent perseverance, and nghf got the belter m the 
last resort but the strife, and the magnitude of the stake, and 
the long despair of justice have shattered his nerves and im 
peured his digestion and bodily health, and his energies of mmd 
It 18 now over, and 1 hope most fervently that he will recover 
himself agam “ 

In this extract, in addition to a picture of Rammohun Roy 
m the days of his worst troubles, we have the candid ojnnion 
of a highfy placed and highly cultured European friend of hia 
relatiTg to the causes of the troubles In course of the same 
letter Colonel Young writes about the attitude of the Europeans 
towards Rammohun Roy — 

It IS strange that such a man should be looked upon 
coldly not to say dishked by the mass of Europeans, for he is 
greatly attached to us and our regime Not that he loves our 
churches, or pnests or lawyers or pohbcians but because he 

28. Bownng, Worfu of fercmy Vot XI p 7 
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considers the contact of our supenor race with his degraded 
and inferior countrymen as the only means and chance they 
have of improving themselves m knowledge and energy.” 

But It must not be supposed that when the fate of his son 
was hanging in the balance, Rammohun Roy relaxed his efforts 
to promote the great mission of his life, the ^reformation of 
Hinduism. When the case of Radhaprasad was pending 
before the Sadar Nizamat Adalat, he founded his Vedanta 
College. Mr. William Adam wntes on the 27th July, 1826 — 

‘‘Rammohun Roy has lately built a small but neat and 
handsome college, which he calls the Vedanta College, in which 
a few youths are at present instructed by a very eminent Pandit 
in Sanskrit literature, •svith a view to the propagation and defence 
of Hindu Unitarianism. With this institution he is also 
willing to connect instructions m European science and learn- 
ing, and in Christian Umtarianism, provided the instructions 
are conveyed in the Bengali or Sansknt language.”^'’ 


29 Miss Collet, cp cft , p 105. 




PART ONE 

SELECTED RECORDS RELATING TO 
THE PRIVATE AFFAIRS OF RAMKANTA ROY, 
JAGAMOHUN ROY & RAMMOHUN ROY 




1. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. Law Mercer) to the Pre- 
parer of Reports to the Board of Revenue re: the ground of non-attendance at 
the Khalsa of Ramcaunt Roy and other witnesses. (3 March, 1791). 

Sir, 

I am favored with your letter of the 22d instant desiring me to 
ascertain the truth of the excuses offered for non-atffendance by the 
witnesses whose names are specified in a paper sent me enclosed and 
in case they should not appear to be sufficient and well founded to 
send the Parties to the Khalsa with as little delay as possible. 

Three of the persons whose names are specified m this list viz 
Goculnaut Mitter, Golucknaut Metter and Ramcaunt Roy are Farmers 
whose absence at this time would be highly injurious to the collections 
of the Public Revenue and I therefore request their attendance may 
be dispensed with till the Revenues of the present year are paid up 
none of the others being immediately responsible for the Revenue I 
have accordingly ordered them to be informed that their attendance 
is required by you at the Khalsa but as the case is a particular one and 
it was not thought necessary to employ me in summoning the eviden- 
ces for the Plaintiff I hope I shall be allowed to decline taking any fur- 
ther measures for enforcing the attendance of Defendants witnesses * 

2, Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr L. Mercer) to the Board of 
Revenue intimating his approval of the terms of lease offered by Ramcaunt Roy 
and others for farming certain pergunnahs. (1 May, 1791). 

Sir & Gentlemen, 

I have been favored with your letter of the 27th Ultimo enclosing 
copy of a Petition from Davy Persaud Ghose in which he offers 
Proposals for farming the Pergunnahs of Bursoot Balgurry Azmutshye 
and Baira for the term of nine years commencing with the present 
year 1 198 and desiring me to give my sentiments on the eligibility of 
their being accepted. 

My unwillingness to admit of any considerable Decrease in the 
Jummah is the principal Reason of these Pergunnahs having hitherto 
remained unfarmed but I have now been induced by the necessity 
of the measure and my having in some Degree the sanction of your 
Board to accept Proposals for farming them from four of the most 
responsible men m this District. 
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Copy of the Propoanli I have the honor to transmit together with 
a statement of the Jummah compared with that offered by Davy 
Persaad Ghose for the ensuing nine years from which it will appear 
that the present Proposals hold forth an advantage to Government of 
Sa Rs 2 42 1&4 4 2 on that period exclusive of secunng the 
Revenues for the current year 1197 which will undoubtedly obtain 
them the preference with your Board 

Having at lenigth with very great difficulty procured the Mofussil 
accounts of Azmutshye Pergunnah I do myself the honor to transmit 
a copy and Translate of them bat as the Terms now offered by the 
Etmaumdar himself for farming the Pergunnah far exceeds the 
Jummah stated m those accounts this is sufficient to prove them 
extremely erroneous and that they will require a very zninute 
Invesbgabon should the present Proposals not meet your approval it 
may be proper to mention that the statement of the last and present 
years Jummah of this Pergunnah were transmitted with the others to 
the Preparer of Reports when first ordered for sale 

Should you be pleased to approve of the present Proposals which 
1 hope will be the case as they are the best that are likely to he 
offered 1 re<Tuest 1 may have your Permission to grant the Fanners of 
Bairah Balgurry and Azmutshye to the end of the ensuing month of 
Jyete to liquidate the Balance of the present year 1 197 

As 1 have reason to believe that the Rajah has adjusted the amount 
due from him to Government with your Board there will probably be 
no occasion for selling any porbon of his Zemmdarry but should I 
have been misinforraed I beg leave to recommend the Pergunnah 
Chitwah as the most convenient to be now disposed of * 

a. Ststsmsnt of ths amount Jummah propoisd for ths farm erf Ptrg. Dalrah 
Jke from 1197 1308 B 8 by F^amoaunt Roy (1 May 1701) 


Jummab proposed for the Farm of Pergunnah Bairah &ca m the 
Burd^ an Distnct for ten years from the Begmning of the Bengal year 
1 197 to the end of 1206 t 


Ponpinfchj 

Fanner* 

i Secartty 

1 

Jamma of 1 
1196 i 

[Bend Kummle 
^ Bondabott 

1 Mookoof 
' Roaaod 

Bhonoot 

Ramkaont Roy 

Jn^gomobun 

Rot 

119589 15 5 I 

18000 15 5 I 1 



* Bosrd of Revenue O C 2My I79J No 29 
t IbkJ 
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Jummah of 
1197 

Jummah of 
1198 

Jummah of 
1199 

Jummah of 
1200 

Jummah of 
1201 

Jummah of 
1202 

Jummah of 
1203 


101389 

101389 

1 101389 

101389 

101389 

101389 


Jummah of 

Jummah of 

Jummah of 

Total 

1204 

1205 

Ol206 

101389 

101389 

101389 

1013890 


4. Comparative statement of the terms offered for farming Perg. BFiursoot 
by Ramcaunt Roy and others. (i May, 1791). 


Comparative statement betwixt the Terms offered for farming the 
Pergunnahs of Baira &c by Dabeepersaud Ghose for nine years 
from 1198 to 1206 and those offered by Ganganarain Mitra &c 


Pergunnahs 

Farmers 

Amount Jummah for 
nine years offered by 
Dabeepersaud Ghose 

Amount 
Jummah for 
nine years off- 
ered byGunga- 
narain Metree 
&c 

Difference in favour 
of the present 
proposals 

Bhursoot 

Ramkaunt Roy 

844509 7 

912501 

67991 9 


Burdwan 1st May 1791 
Errors Excepted 
(Signed) L Mercer 
Collr 

6. Letter frem the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. L. 
Mercer) Intimating their approval of the offer of Ramcaunt Roy and others for 
farming different pergunnahs In Burdwan. With Board’s orders. (2 May, 1791) 

Sir, ^ 

We have received your two letters of the 1st Instant with their 
Enclosures. 

We authorize you to accept the proposals of Gunganaram Mittre, 
Kistkaunt Ghose and Buddenchund Mittre for the farms of Bairah, 
Balgurne, and Azmutshye for 1 0 years from 1197 to 1206 as well as 
those of Ramkaunt Roy for Bhursoot, for 9 years, from 1 198 to 1206 
Altho’ 5’ou remark m your Letter that these proposals secure the 
Revenue for 1197, without excepting Bhursoot, yet, as in the state- 


Board of Revenue, O C 2 May, 1791, No 29 
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ment of the propoaal* enclosed no Jumma of this Pergunnah is speci 
Bed for 1197 wo conclude the Fanner has not proposed to engage 
for that year On this however we desire further mformation from you 
The Zemindar not having adjusted his balance with us as sup 
posed by you, we desire you will transmit us the necessary accounts 
of the Jumma of Pergunnah Chthvah or of such portion thereof 
as may be suBicient to enable us to sell the same for the liquidation 
of the amount dife accompanying the accounts with your opinion on 
the Jumma that should be assessed for I I9d and the ensiung 6 years 
We enclose you copy of a letter from the Preparer of Reports 
informing us that there were no bidders for Axmutshye or Arsah 

For the reasons staled by you we authorise you to accept the 
proposal of Roopnarain Ghose for the farm of Arsah for 10 years 
unless Hur Shumboo Hoy shall have attended and executed his 
Engagements under su/Hcient security 

We are &ca 


Board s Orders 

Ordered the Preparer of Reports be desired to advertize and 
make the Sale of Pergunnah Chitwa at an early date for the dis- 
charge of the sums due from the Zemindar of Burdwan to Govern 
ment the Jumma to bo fixed on which will be hereafter communi 
cated to him 

Ordered the Letter this day wntten to the Collector of Burdwan 
relative to the Information requued from him on the 16th Ultimo he 
not sent to him the Information having been received * 

e. Lsttsr from the Preptrsr of Reports to the Board of Rstsaus Infonnlng 
Of ths sals by pdHte atnUon of Parg Chitwa. (f4 May. 17B1) 

Gentlemen 

] have the honor to mforra you that the Pergunnah of Chittoah 
was exposed to sole by Public Auebon at the fChalsa on the 20th 
Instant and purchased for Kirpa Moi Mustofe by Bholanaut for the 
sum of 510 Sa Rs agreeably to the enclosed copy of the accotmt 
sales 

The condibons of sale were iw usual with the addibon only 
of the clause relobve to the Poolbundy of the Pergunah communi 
coted to me m your Secretary s Letter of the 20th Instant t 


Bo*rJ of RcTTonno O C. 2 M«y 1791 No 85 
t Records of tbe Burdwan CoUectorate Vol 16 No 1 1 1 
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7. Statement of lands belonging to Keerpamoy Mustoffee in Burdwan sold at 
the above public auction. (14 July, 1794). 


Statement of lands belonging to Keerpamoy Mustoffee in Burdwan 
sold at Public Auction at the Revenue Board Office* 


Pergunnahs 

Mehals 

Purchasers 

Nett Jummah of 
the Mehauls 

Amount of 
Sale 

Perg Chittooah 

Turruf Hurnkissen- 




pore . 500 

Raasbaary Sing 

25,532 6 10 

5600 


Do Hurreiam- 




pore 500 

Do. Gadyghatta 

Jug Mohun 

25^883 14 12 

9970 


. 236 

Kajechunder Roy 

19,163 6 14 3 

4725 


1 

i 


20295 


Revenue Board (Sd) G Dowdeswell 

the 1 4th July, 1 794 , Sub Secy 


8. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. S. Davis) to the Board of 
Revenue re* giving possession of Hurreerampore &ca. to Jugmohun Roy and 
others. With Board's Order. (14 August, 1794). 

Gentlemen, 

Raasbehary Sing and Jugmohun who were purchasers at 
the sale of Chittowa (mentioned m your Secretary’s Letter of the 15th 
Ultimo) being desirous of obtaining possession as soon as possible, 
I request you will be pleased to inform me if they have yet fulfilled the 
condibons of the sale f 
Board’s Order 

Ordered that the Collector be informed that the Board 
authorize him to give possession to the Purchasers at the sale of 
Chittooah alluded to by him, they having complied with the conditions 
of sale 


9. Letter from the Sub-Secretary of the Board of Revenue to the Collector 
of Burdwan (Mr. Samuel Davis) ordering him to put Jugmohun Roy and offers in 
possession of the several mehals of Chitwa purchased by them at the above public 
auction. (19 August, 1794) 

Sir, 

The Board of Revenue direct me to acquaint you that Raasbaary 
Sing, Jugmohun Roy, and Rajechund Roy, having paid the purchase 
money of the Lands bought by them at Public Auction in the 


* Records of the Burdwan CoIIectorate, Vol, 21, p 46 
t Board of Revenue O C 19 Aug , 1794. No 4 
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Pergunnah of Chitoonh they desire you will accordingly put them 
in posseMion of the Lands agrcenhly to the Blalemcnt transmitted 
to you on the I5th ultimo * 

10 Letter from the Judge to the OoUeotor of Burtlvan (Mr Robert Iretand) 
rei a lult between Maharajah Tejehund and Rameaunt Roy (ll July, iTSe) 

Afaharatah Texe Chuod Plaintiff 
ve- 

® Ramkaunt Roy Defendant 

Sit 

In the course of Proceedings m the above cause reference has 
been had by botb Parties to Proceedings of enquiry held and a 
Decision said to have been passed by Mr Ducarel as Commissioner 
here in the years 1780 & 1781 as amongst my Records no trace appears 
of his commission or the exercise of its functions^ and as at that period 
I believe the supenntendance of the Awdalut was vested m the 
Collector I beg to know if amongst your records of office you have 
any ongmal or copies of Proceedings in this cause either held by the 
Collector or by Mr Ducarel and that if you have any such you will 
be pleased to famish them for my information t 

11 Reply froro the Cellsetor of Burdwan to the abovs Jsttsr (U July, 17M) 

Sir 

In reply to your Letter of the Ilth mstant I beg leave to inform 
you that there neither the ongmal or copies of Proceedings m the 
Cause wherein the Maha Razah Terchund ii Plambff and Ramkaunt 
Roy Defendant or of any other durmg the years 1762 3 in my office t 


It. Statement of ttM Mstiali lot in farm to Rameaunt Roy (25 August, 17M) 
Statement of the MehaJi let in farm to Sudder Renters and which 


are not included in 

Zemindars Tahood $ 


(^Mahal* 

Fannon 

Annual Jttmma payable to 
Guveiiiment 

P Bhoortoet 

Rameaunt Rov 

102970 10 

P Gopebboom 

Do 

51 931 119 2 

Burdwan 


(Sd) R Ireland 

25th August 17P6 


Collr 


Record* of tbe Burdwan CoOectormte VoJ 21 No II 

+ Record* of the Bordwan Collectoiata Vol 25 p 95 

X Record* of tho Burdwan CoUectorato Vol 31 No. 331 

I Record* of iho Burdwan CoUectoraU Vol 32 p 56 
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13. Petition of Jugmohun Roy to tho Board of Revenue re: the transfer of 
oertain mohals In Burdwan purchased by him privately. 

The humble petition of Jugmohun Roy 
Inhabitant of Mozah Ramchunderpore 
in Burdwan 

Most Humbly Sheweth, 

For the Balance of 1203 B S. 

The Secretary to the Board having disposed of for th% recovery of the 
arrears of Revenue due from that District On this consideration the 
several Mahauls were purchased by Ramneedy Ghose, Surroopchund 
Roy and Ramchunder Sein but owing to their unabiHty to pay the 
whole of their purchase money a private purchase was made by them 
of three mehauls as follows — 

Sudder Amount purchase 
Jumma by private sale 
Ramnnedy Ghose Hoodah Russickpore 4336. 13. 17. 14000 

Surroopchund Roy . ,, Poorungong,..1494 6. 9 2 17000 

Ramchunder Sein ,, Paurooleah 

(in Turf Burdah) 

8 muhuls .. 2225 5000 

Your petitioner having taken a KoWallah with the signatures and 
seal of the Cauzis and Registered by the Collector since that period 
your petitioner has possession of these mehauls and paid the malgu- 
zarry to the Collector no arrears are due from your petitioner, your 
petitioner addressed the Collector to transfer the mehals to your peti- 
tioner he then ordered your petitioner to pay the Russoom &ca 
which your petitioner complied with But some time after the death 
of the late Collector Mr. Robert Ireland and the trick of the amlahs 
still your petitioner have not obtained possession Therefore your 
petitioner most humbly prays your honor will be so good as to direct 
the acting Collector to transfer the above mentioned mehauls tc^your 
petitioner 

And your petitioner &c * 

Rev. Bd (A true copy) (Sd) 111 

14 Account purchase of Govtndpore and Rammesserpore. (April, 1799.) 

Account SeJe of the Lands situated in the District of Burdwan lately 
the property of Ramnedhy Ghose and others sold by public Auction at 


« 
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the heed Cutcheny of the Collector of Burdwan for the recovery of the 
arreara of Revenue due from them to Government on account of 
1205 BS* 


1 

Lot* 

Mthil* told 

No of 
Ttllsge* 1 

PorcKasen 

Sadder 
Jamma i 

Jamroa of 
the Tana 
dary Land* 
teeuinad 

1 1 

Total Sadder 
Jamna pay- 
able to ooirt 

30 

Govlndpoie j 

16 

I 

Gan^dhor 
|Gho*a Inbt 
^^UboQQKKar 

In J*baD«bad 

97S9 5 1 

1 

1 

97fl9J 1 

47 ! 

Rammesmr | 
|poro 

34 

Kmratnnoo Koy 
R«db*n*gur 

P Jcbnncbad 

I0S73 S 3 

1 

91 9 14 

^ 1096) I 17 



Amount Sale 


Balance dao i 
to Gevt 

Depoalt of , 
15% npon tbe 
amoust *ale | 

Balance 

1 Total 


465 1 

2635 

3 100 


IS7 6 

1062 8 

' 1250 


Burdwan 4 5 & 6 of April 1799 
(Signed) T H Ernst 

Actg Colh 


IB Lattar from tha Gollaetor of Burdwin (Mr Ynyr Burgaa) to tha Board of 
Ravanua rti tfia patitton of Jugmotnm Roy for tramfar of oartaln mahaJi pur- 
chaaad by him prlvataly (13 May 1769) 

Gentlemen 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Sub Secre- 
tary! Letter of the 30th ulbmo covering copy of a Pebbon from Jug- 
mohun Roy and denrmg a report thereon 

Aa^ar aa I can learn the reaaon that the complainant haa not had 
the three Mehala separated which he purchaaed by Private Sale 
from Ramneedy Ghoso Serroopchund Roy and Ramchunder Sein is 
that there is great reason to believe that the huatabood Jumma of the 
Mehala authorised a much larger allotment of the Sudder Jumma than 
what they are rated at in the Deed of Sale, which if admitted would 
endanger the security that Government ought to possess m the remain 
mg porbon of the Estate 

* Bosrd of R«T»atio Mia Proc®i Account S*I Btndwnn Dlat 1794“IM6 
PP 236-37 
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The Mehals in question are well known to have been purchased by 
the Late Ranny, in the names of the Parties above mentioned, and as 
Jugmohun is the son of Ramcaunt Roy who possessed the uncontrould 
management of the Ranny *s affairs, there are grounds to suppose that 
this private sale to his son is entirely an aet of his own, and that the 
parties who signed the Cowalah, had never further Interest in the 
lands, than permitting them to be purchased and stand in their names 
till the transfer by private sale to Jugmohun, o 

If the Board will refer to the price stated to have been paid as the 
Amount Purehase by private sale. In the Complainants Petition, they 
will perceive that 17000 Rs is the price of Poorungong which only 
bears a sudder Jumma of Rs. 1494 6 9 2 which gives rise to the 
supposition that the mofussil assets must be very considerable — to 
have admitted of such an Extensive Price having been paid for a 
mehal the sudder assessment of which is stated to be so comparatively 
small ^ 

16. Statement showing the Jumma &c of Hurrceramporc. (12 June, 1799). 

Statement Exhibiting the Losses that Government have sus- 
tained from the repeated sale of the same Land in Pergunnah 
Chuttooah, arising as is supposed from the Purchases having been 
made Benamey f 

Perg Chuttooah 

Lots T. Hurreerampore — Sudder Jumma — 25,883 14 12.2 — Purchased 
by Jugmohun Roy of Kishenagur who is still in posse- 
ssion, and has paid the sudder Malgozarry regularly to 
the end of 1205 B S 

Burdwan (Sd) Y Burges 

12th June 1799 Collr 

17. Proceedings of a meeting of the Board of Revenue to consider Jugmohun 
Roy’s petition for the postponement of the sale of Hooda Paroolea purcha^ by 
him. (9 July 1799). 

At a Meeting of the Board of Revenue 
Present 

Tliomas Graham Esqr Acting President 

G Hatch & \ 

J Buller j Esqrs 

The President absent 

Mr Hanngton on duty at the Sudder Dewanee Adawlut 

* Records of the Burdwan CoIIectorate, Vol 47, No 28 

t Records of the Burdwan CoIIectorate, Vol 47, No 88 
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The Acbng Prewdent lays before the Board the following pcbbon 
from Jugmohun Roy at the same bme acquainting them that he direct 
ed the Secretary to suspend the sale of the lands alluded to in it unbi 
Wednesday the 1 7th July or 4th Snwon next for the following reasons — 
First Because the Collector had omitted to report the amount of 
the arrear due on account of the lands ordered for sale as directed in the 
Boards circular orders of the 24th December last 

Secondly B^jusc it appieared to him that altho^ there was every 
ground to suppose that the lands claim d by the Pebhoner were liable 
to be sold as composing a part of a joint undivided Estate sbll it might 
be satisfactory to aacertam all the circumstances of the case previous to 
proceeding to an actual sale of the lands 

The Acbng President accordingly suggests that the substance of 
the above remarks be commuiucated to the Collector of Burdwan for 
the explanabon and mformabon alluded to m it * 

Read the pchbon above referr d to as follows 

18, PsUtlem of Jugmohun Roy on ths above matter With Board $ onfsr 
(• July, 1780) 

To W illiam Cowper Esqr 
President & Members of the Board of Revenue 
Pebbon of Juggomohun Roy Zemindar of the Hooda Paroolea 

In the advertisement for the sale of the Tuppa Burda a Lotbundec 
was made mcludmg therewith the Hooda of Paroolea which was pur 
chased by me I have had the honor of laying before you several Arzees 
upon this subject, but sbll you were pleased to persevere m 
directing tbe lands to be sold agreeable to the 1st Arbclc of the Regula 
Uons of 1793 — 1 pray your Board to consider thst these are not lands 
which descended to me from my forefathers whereby there might be 
some reason for their being sold I have all along duly discharged the 
Rents of the Company under separate agreements which I entered mto 
With Government It can never happen that the lands of Paroolea 
should be sold to make up a balance of Revenue due from Ramchunder 
Sem moreover should the Tuppa of Burda be sold without at all mclud- 
ing the lands of Paroolea it would yield considerably more than the 
balance due to Government 

I am therefore compelled to stale with deference that I must con 
aider the Order of your Board for the sale of my lands of Paroolea as 
a matter of great mjusbee to me and being therefore dissabafied with 
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that Order I have appealed to the Governor General m Council agree- 
able to the 25th Article of the Regulations of 1793 And I beg that 
until the event of my appeal be known that the sale of the lands of 
Paroolea (consisting of eight Mozas and yielding a Jumma of two thou- 
sand two hundred and twenty five Rupees) may be countermanded, 
and that the lands of the Tuppa Burda be only sold ^ 

Board’s Order 

o 

The Board concurring in the sentiment of the Acting 
President. Ordered that the Collector be instructed accordingly 


19. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. Y. Burges) to the Board of 
Revenue re; Jugmohun Roy’s petition mentioned above (12 July, 1799). 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter Dated 
the 9th Instant, covering copy of a Petition presented to your Board, 
by Jugumohun Roy who has induced the Board to suspend the sale 
of Tuppah Burdah for the following reasons 

1 st. Because the amount of arrear due on account of the Lands 
ordered for sale, was omitted to be stated 

2d. Because it appears to the Board, that although the Lands 
claimed by the Petitioner are liable to be sold, as composing a part 
of a Joint undivided Estate, still it might be satisfactory to ascertain 
all the circumstances of the case, previous to the sale taking place 

3d It appears from a copy of the statement of Tuppah Burdah, 
the original of which was transmitted to the Board, with my letter 
of the 25th May last, that the Balance due to Government is stated 


at Sa Rs. 34078 6 4 1 

4th The Petitioner Jugmohun’s assertion, that he has discharged 
the rents of Government, as separate engagements, is without founda- 
tion, as there has been no engagements entered into with him as yet 
The Revenues of the 8 Mozahs denominated poorahleah are parti- 
cularly expressed in the chellaun to be paid on account of Ramchunder 
Sein, fhe person in whose name, Burdah at present stands 

5th The pcirticular circumstances under which Jugmohun, objects 
to the 8 Mozahs in question being included in the Lot Bundy of 
Tuppah Burdah, arises from the circumstance of his having pur- 
chased them by private sale, from Ramchunder Sein and which 
the latter acknowledges, and has with Jugmohun, frequently re- 
quested might be separated, but owing to a doubt arising as to the 
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faimets of the sudder Jumma which the 8 Mozoht are atated at m 
the Cowallah or Bill of Sale which cannot be aacertained with 
out a Butwarrah or InvetUgahon that neither of the parhe* have 
yet applied for no separation has been made 

There is another circumstance which I think necessary to mention 
Rajah Tez chund haa delivered m a Durkaust^ requesting that no 
private transfer of emy Lands, made by Ramchunder Sein bo separat 
ed as he asserts tTiat all lands standing m his name are Benaumy pur 
chases of his late mother the Mahah Ranny with whose funds they 
were purchased and which will eventually revert to him as the 
Heir of the Mahah Ranny consequently that Ramchunder Sem can 
have no right to dispose of or ahenate lands under such cncums 
tances as he simply holds them in Trust for the late Maharanny Bishen 
Coer 

Should the 6 Mozahs claimed by Jugmohun be kept back and not 
sold with lot Tuppah Burdah m which they are included there is no 
knowing what depnvabon such cncumstance may occasion in the 
asvregate Hustabood of the Tuppah for although the Sudder Jumma 
of these 8 Mozahs is stated at Rs 2225 it may so happen that the 
Mofussil Hustabood of them may amount to double or quadruple that 
sum I therefore am of opinion that m order to avoid mjuneg the 
assets of the Tuppah that the 8 Mozahs in question be sold as a 
component part thereof * 

10 Prsospt from ttis Rsglstrtr Burtfsran Desnny Adawlut to ths Ootlsotor 
of Dunlwan (Hr Burges) rsi a suit tMtsrssn Jugmotiun Roy and Maharsjsh 
Tez Chund With Its return (le August 1700) 

ZILLAH BURDWAN DEWANNY ADAWLUT 

Jugmohun Roy Plamhff 

vs 

^ Sheumsunder Roy 

& 

Mahah Rajah Tez Chund 
Sir 

Whereas m the above siut instituted Under Regulation 49 of 1793 

It has been alledged that the Act of dispossession complained of 
was saneboned by you m consequence of Orders from the Board of 
Revenue you are hereby required to state whether you gave any 
such authority to the Defendants or to either of them, to dispossess 

Record* of the Bordwen CoUectorate Vol 47 No 155 
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the Plaintiff of Turruf Russuckpore, and if so, the grounds upon which 
such authority was given, you are also desired to state, for the in- 
formation of the Court, in whose name the said Turruf at present 
stands recorded m your office, the name of the person to whom the 
Authority for holding the Pooneah, was addressed, and to whom 
delivered, and m order that the Court may have the fullest informa- 
tion on the subject before them, you are further desired to transmit 
attested copies of any correspondence which you may ^ave held with 
the Board of Revenue, and of their Orders to you, respecting it * 

By order of the Court this 
29th August 1 799 
(Sd) Chas. Richd. Blunt 

Regr. 

In return to this Precept, 1 hereby certify that 1 never sanctioned 
Maharajah Tez chund or Shaumsunder Roy, from myself, or by 
order of the Board of Revenue, to take possession of Turruf 
Russuckpore. Turruf Russuckpore stands upon my record, m the 
name of Ramneedy Ghose To whom the Pooneah Purwannah, and 
all Demands for Revenue are addressed, and either delivered to him 
or his Representative, and the Chellauns which accompany the 
Revenue are subscribed, with the name of Ramneedy Ghose 

1 also further certify that the accompanying attested copies of 
Letters, compose the whole of the correspondence that has passed 
between me and the Board of Revenue upon the representations made 
by Jugmohun Roy at the Presidency. 

Burdwan (Sd) Y B 

3d September 1799. Collr 

In the correspondence which accompanied this Precept, '^Vide 
Board’s Letter and Enclosure of the 30th April 1799 Collector’s 
Letter 13th May 1799 Board’s Letter of 21st May 1799. Board’s 
Letter and Enclosure of the 9th July 1799 and Collector’s answer of the 
12th July 1799 

(Sd) Y B 

Collr 

* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 47, No 246 
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31 Lettir from tht Ootleotor or Burdwan (Mr Y Bursti) to thi Board of 
RevantM fUfiseatIng attaohmant of the lands of Rameaimt Roy for arrears due 
to Oovamment <14 November, 1789) 

Gentlemen 

Ram <3auDt Roy who holds the Farm of the Pergunnah Boortoot 
and Guallahoom under the aecunty of hie eon having with him 
absconded to avoid the operation of some Decrees passed against 
him m the Ada4^Iut I beg leave to suggest the expediency of attaching 
the Pergunnahf for altho the Revenues have been hitherto paid 
up regularly there le no saying as this is the season of the heavy 
collections, and the last year of the Farmers lease whether from the 
above circumstance, the person left in charge by Ram Gaunt Roy 
may not embezzle and misappropriate the Revenues, to guard against 
which 1 am induced to propose the above measure bemg adopted 
immediately for if it is delayed till after the month of Poos little if 
any assets can be expected from the Pergunnah 

The Jumma of the Pergunnah farmed by Ramcaunt Roy payable 
to Government is Sa Rj 154902 5 9 2 of which sum there has 
been paid to the end of Caubc 76 419 * 

A Lsttsr from ths fiosrd of Rsvsnus to ttis Ool/sotorof Buntaran (Hr Y 
Burgas) authorliing tUm to attaah tits lands of Ramosunt Roy (it 
Novembsr, 1799) 

Sit 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the Mth instant and to acquaint you that 
notwithstanding the circumstances stated by you they have doubts of 
the propriety of attaching the lands farmed by Ramkunt Roy but that 
they authorize you to proceed to an immediate attachment, should the 
rcpresentabves of the farmer fail to make good his engagements wth 
Government t 

13 Lsttsr from ths Oollseter (Hr Y Bursts) to Uie Judge of Burdvtn (Mr 
Q Thompson) asking to ooraply with ths tsrms of a Ptrwannsh bsusd to put 
Ramosunt Roy In oonnrwntnt (30 April 1890) 

Sir 

Understanding the Company Vakeel is too unwell to attend the 
Court I request the favor of your complying with the motion which I 


Recmdi of tte BwdwM Collactiwal* Vol 47 No 329 
t Recoi(l» of iho Bcidwma CoUoctorai Vol 41 No IS6 
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intended making to the Court thro the Vakeel of Government for the 
immediate confinement of Ram Gaunt Roy as sett forth in the 
accompanying Perwanah.* 


24. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the Board 
of Revenue re; Ramcaunt Roy and Jugmohun Roy. (11 July, 1800). 

Gentlemen, 

Par. 1st. Not having received any information regarding the sale 
of the Lands of Rogonat Singh which were ordered to be sold at the 
Presidency on the 23d of June, and as the collections of the 
current year will immediately commence, I request to be favored 
with your instructions, whether the sezawuls are to proceed to make 
the collections, and if so, whether the Revenue remitted by them is 
to be kept m deposit until the sale may take place, and the Purchaser 
shall be put in possession 

Para 2d. I have also to acquaint you that Jugmohun Roy Talookdar 
of Hurreerampore has discharged the Balance of Sa Rs 203 14 1 2 

account the past year, but a Balance of Sa. Rs. 2851 6. being due 
from his father Ramcaunt Rai the late farmer of Bursoot &c for 
whom he was security and who is generally understood to be the 
actual proprietor of Hurreerampore, although it is registered in the 
name of his son, I have therefore to request your orders whether he 
IS to be permitted to commence the collections of the current year, 
or what measures are to be adopted for realizing the heavy Balance 
due for the lands formerly let in farm to Ramcaunt Rai 

Par. 3d. Ramcaunt Rai is in confinement for this Balance, and 
although he is very able to discharge it, yet as the Rajah of Burdwan 
has a large demand against him. for which he knows he wouy be 
detained even were he to discharge the Balance due to Government, 
he IS therefore backward in paying the amount 

Par 4th With a view of preventing any confusion in making the 
current collections from these Mehals, 1 have to entreat your early 
instructions on the points now submitted to your consideration t 


* Records of the Burdwan Collectoratc, Vol 47 
t Board of Revenue, O. C 15 July, 1800, No 14 
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15 Report of the betinoe of rent due frofn Ramcjiiml Roy on ftooount of p 
Bhooniet for 1200 D 8. Oo January, 1801) 

Report upon the Balance* of 1200 B S * 


Mehsl« 

Suddet jomroa 

Balance due to Govern 
ment on the Itt 
Csintlck 1207 B S 

Remark* 

MabaJi (be properly 
of dissontinB pro 
Diieior* and In the 
band* of Farmer* — 
P Bhoorteot ( 

I0M70 10 

2«SI 6 

For tbe recovery of ihl* 
Balance a t>of1ion of a 
TaJlook of the farmer* 

•ectrrilr U now under 

order tor *01000 the 5lb 
Feb ISOl 


(S<J) R Cunynghame 

Collr 


16 Letter from the Oolleotor of Burdwan (Mr R Ounyn^hmne) to the 
Board of Rrverme ret the poitponement of the eele of Hurroerampore With 
Boards Order (16 February, liOf) 

Gentlemen, 

let 1 have the honor to acquaint you that in obedience to 
your Orders of the 50th of December a portion of Huireerampore 
was put up to public sale on the 5th Instant and that only the 
sum of Sicca Rupees 430 was o0ered for it 

2 Being of opinion that this tnBing offer for Lands hearing 
Jumma of Sicca Rupees 5 i46 17 proceeded from the sale being 
ordered at so advanced a period of the year and that it will be 
necessary to dispose of another portion of the Estate for arrears 
of assessment account the current year it appeared to me instead of 
subdividmg the Lands into two Lots more advisable to postpone 
the sale, and to sell such portion at the close of this year in one 
Lot as may be sufficient to satisfy the former Balance together with 
such arrear as may be outstanding at the expiration of 1207 B S 

3d Should you be of opinion that 1 have acted properly m 
postponing the sale I shall take particular care to transmit the 
necessary statements imm ediately upon the expirabon of the current 
year^+ 

Order of the Board ““Agreed that the Collector of Burdwan be 
informed the Board approve of his having postponed the 
sale of the Portion of HorreerBnipore which was advertiicd for 
sale on the 5th Ultnuo and his intenbon of furnishing a 
statement of such porbon of this Estate as he may deem 
sufficient to recover by a sale the amount which may be due 
from It at the expirabon of the year 


Rwmda of tie D c uJ w a a CoUedorsio Vol 48 
t Bo«id of Rcttoo*, O C 3 Mucli IWt No 14 





SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


17 


27. Statement of the Sudder Jumma and rent produce of Turruf Hurreeram- 
pore, (23 April, 1801). 

Statement Showing the Rent Produce of Sudder Jumma of 

T Hurreerampore * 


1 

Mehals 

Rent Produce of the Estate 

Total 

Average 
produce of 


Account 

1205 B S 

Account 

1206 B S 

Account 
1207 B S 


the tstate 

Somenagur 

&c 

1898 5 5 

1893 9 17 

1876 12 10 

5688 11 12 

1889 9 3 3 

Hurrerampore 

26569 15 17 

1 

27533 15 16 

26667 13 14 

80771 13 7 

26923 15 2 2 

Total 

28468 5 2 

29427 9 13 

28544 10 4 

1 

86440 8 19 

28813 8 6 1 


Deduct Mahkana &c 

Sudder Jumma 

Rate per 
Rupee 

Amount 


1 12 2 

T 11/2 

192 2 12 2 

1697 6111 


2736 7 12 1 

24186 7 10 1 


2928 10 4 3 

25883 14 1 2 


Burdwan 23d April 1801 
(Sd) R Cunynghame 
Collr 


28. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the Board 
of Revenue re* Hurreerampore. With Board’s Order. (23 April, 1801). 
Gentlemen, 

On the 23d ultimo I had the honor to transmit a statement of 
lands proposed for sale in liquidation of Balances due from the 
Proprietors, in which was included the Talook of Hurrerampore the 
property of Jugmohun Roy, and which you were pleased to or<?er for 
sale on the 9th of May next. 

P 2 The total Balance due at the period of transmitting the state- 
ment, amounted to Sa Rs 1 1 ,942, 1 2 which has since been reduced 
to Sa Rs 9600 8 1 2. 

P 3. The Proprietor having now applied to me for permission to 
dispose of a portion of his Estate by private sale, and that the remain- 
der should be sold in discharge of the arrears which will amount to Sa 
Rs 7600 8 1 2 after paying m Sa Rs 2000 the amount purchase 

* Records of the Burdwan CoIIectorate, Vol 52 
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money of tlie portion proposed to lie sold by private bargain and 
being of opinion that the neat arrears may be recovered by the sale 
of a portion of the Lands, and that the proposal made by the pro^ 
pnetor is not othenvise objectionable I beg leave to suggest that he 
be permitted to transfer the Mehal Sumnagar, Bearing a Sudder 
Juma of Sa Rs 1697 6 11 1 by private sale and that the remammg 
Lands bearing a Sudder juma of Sa Rs 24,186 7 10 1 be put up to 
public sale on the: 9th Proxo 

P 4 It having been necessary to make the Hustabood of the 
Entire Estate, with a view to adjust the assessment upon the portion 
of it to be transferred to Midnapore 1 directed the sezawul to furnish 
me with the Hustabood Papers for three years and the assessment now 
allotted upon the two portions has been adjusted according to the 
average neat produce as exhibited in the accompanying statement 

P 5 The Mehal of Sumnagar will continue annexed to this 
Distnct and the remammg Lands will bo annexed to Midnapore * 

Board 8 Order 

Ordered that the statement which accompanied the above 
Letter be deposited among the Separate Records N/0 and that the 
Collector of Burdwan be informed that die Board do not think proper 
to comply with the prayer of the Petibon of the proprietor of TaJook 
Hurreerampore and accordingly desire he will proceed to the sale of 
the entire Estate unless the arrears be previously discharged 


Statement shewing the Rent Produce and Sudder Jumma of 
T Humraraporet 


Melula 

^ Rent Prodace of tho Eatate 

Total 

1 ATOTafire 
prodace of 
the Eatate 

n 

1 

Accoant 1 

1205 B S 1 

Accomit 

1206 B S 

Account 

1207 B S 



Hnnlrampore 

26569 15 17 

27533 15 16 | 

26667 13 M j 

60771 13 7 

26923 I5J^ 


t 


Dedact MaJtlcua 


Rale pn 

Ropee 


SwUer Jonuoi 

Afficrunt 

2736 7 12 1 24186 7 10 1 


Burdwan 23d April 1801 
(SdJ R Cunynghame 

CoUr 


Board of Rerenoe O C. 28 April 180! No^ 65 
t Board of Rorenaa O C. 23 April 1601, Separate ^/O 
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29. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan ^Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the Board 
record (15 May, 1801). 

of Revenue re; the sale of Hurreerampore. With Board’s Order and Separate 
Gentlemen, 

P I . Under the following circumstances I beg leave to propose 
that the entire Estates contained in the accompanying statement No 1 
be advertised for sale at the Presidency on such future day as you 
shall be pleased to appoint o 

P. 2 These Lands were put up to sale at this Cutcherry on the 
9th Instant and subsequent days, but the price offered for them being 
very inconsiderable, and no offer at all having been made for Bilsurrah, 
it appears to me advisable that they be exposed for sale at the 
Presidency. 

P 3. The accompanying statement marked No 2 exhibits the 
Jumma of each Estate, the Balance due to Government, and 
the amount offered when the Lands were put up to sale at this 
Cutcherry 

P 4. With respect to fdurreerampore the Property of Jugmohun 
Roy, I deem it my duty to state that on the 13th Instant the Proprietor 
presented a petition to me, stating that the Boro Crops, from which he 
expected to have received a sum nearly adequate to discharging the 
2 UTears due to Government, had been utterly destroyed by storms of 
hail which happened in the months of Chyte and Bysack, and pra 3 nng 
that Government would for the present be pleased to receive from him 
Sicca Rupees 3,000 in part of the arrears, and permit him to discharge 
the residue being 6,300 8 I 2 by Instalments during five months 

P 5 It is to be observed that this Talook ,was proposed for sale 
nr discheirge of the arrears due from it account the past year, and of 
arrears account 1206 due from Ramcaunt Rai, Farmer of Bhoorsut 
&ca. and Father of the Talookdar, who was his security It being well 
known that Ramcaunt Rai, who is a mem of property, could, if in- 
clined, immediately discharge the arrears due on account of his Farm, 
and also the amoimt due from his son’s Estate, and as the present repre- 
sentation of the alleged calaimty, which I imagine must be exaggerated, 
was not received until several days after the Lands had been put up to 
sale, J do not conceive that the prayer of the Petitioner is worthy of much 
consideration It appearing however that a report was received from 
the Sezawul under date the 6th Instant, stating that the Boro Crops had 
been damaged, I have therefore directed him to ascertain as far as 
practicable the extent of the damage sustained, and the result of his 
enquiries when received shall be submitted to the Board Suppos’ng 
however that the calamity in question has actually befallen the Estate, 
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IS 2 631 6 of the airenre (exclusive of Interest) is due on account of the 
•arm of Bhoorseet &ca for 1206 the Talookdar who was the Farmers 
jccunty has not the smallest claim to have his Lands exempted from 
sale on accoimt of damage sustained in the end of 1207 end the com 
menccment of 1208 especially as from the small sinn offered for the 
Lands on the 9th Instant it cannot be expected that they will produce 
a sum more than adequate to the discharge of the arrears due account 
the farm 

P 6 I have also to state that the agent of the Proprietor of 
Bilsurrah yesterday made an application somewhat of a similar nature 
stntmg that his crops had been ruined by the breaking of the Chinchye 
Embankment, but although it is probable that he may have suffered 
some mjury by that calamity still as no application was made by him 
on the subject untH several days after the Lands had been put up to 
sale I do not think he is now entitled to any Indulgence * 

Board 8 Order 

Ordered that the statement enclosed m the above Letter be dc 
posited among the Separate records GH and that the secretary wnte 
to the Collector of Burdwan as follows 


Statement shewing the Jumma of the undennenboned Estates the 
Balance due to Government, and the Price offered on the 9th Inst t 


Mdbali 

Jamma of the 

- 

Balance due to 

Offered by the 

^ Mehala 

Covcminent 

Pnrehasera 

T HuTTcrampore 

25997 )0a^ 

1 6749 J U 

1 2]00 

T Beelvarrafi 

5037 9 112. 

1160 7 2- 

1 

1 


(Sd) Ra Cunynghame 
Collr 


Lsttsr from ttia Board of Rsvsnus to Ifw Ootlsetor of Burdwan rsi thi 
sals of HurTMrampors Ao. (19 May ISOI) 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acquamt you in reply to 
your Letter of the 15th Instant, that they desire you w3I issue adverbsc- 
menta m your District notifying that the Mchaula specified m the state 
ments transmitted by you will be exposed to sale at this office on 
Wednesday the 27th Instant or 15th Jcyte next 

Para 2nd I am likewise directed to inform you that under “the 
circumstances stated by you the Board do not judge it proper to piay any 

* Board of Rerenne O C 19 May 1801 No 36 
t Board of Rerenuc OC 15 May 1801 Saparate H 
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attention to the Petitions of the proprietors of Mehauls Hurrerampore 
and Bilsurrah, and desire you will proceed to the sale of their Lands 
accordingly as above directed ^ 

31. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr, R. Cunynghame) to the Board 
of Revenue re; the above letter of the Board. With Board’s Order (23 
May, 1801). 

Sir, ^ 

P 1 I was yesterday honored by the Receipt of your Letter of 
the 19th Instant acquainting me that the Board direct me to issue 
advertisements notifying that the Mehals specified m the statement trans- 
mitted by me on the 15th Instant will be exposed to sale at your Office 
On Wednesday the 27th Instant or 15th Jyte next 

P 2 I beg leave to observe that the latter part of the second Peua- 
graph of your letter, in which you remark that under the circumstances 
stated by me “the Board do not ]udge it proper to pay any attention to 
the Petition of the Proprietors of mehauls Hurrerampore, and Bilsurah 
and desire I will proceed to the sale of their Lands accordingly, as 
above directed,” appears at variance with the fiist Paragraph, by which 
1 am informed that the Lands specified m the statement are to be ex- 
posed to sale at your office. 

P 3 This difference arises, I presume, from accident — but I must 
also remark that a further error exists in the advertisement published 
in the Calcutta Gazette of the 21st Instant, the Lands in question being 
notified in the advertisement in the English Language for sale at your 
office, while in the Persian and Bengal translations they are advertised 
for sale at this cutchery 

P 4 As this error may perhaps prevent competition, it may be 
advisable to fix some other date for the sale of the Lands in question f 

Board’s Order 

Ordered that the Collector of Burdwan be directed to publish 
advertisements in this District notifying that the Mehauls specified^n the 
statements transmitted by him on the 15th Instant will be exposed for 
sale at the office of the Secretary to the Board of Revenue on Wednes- 
day the 3d June or 22nd Jeyte next 

Ditto 

Ordered that the Secretary cause the necessary advertisements to 
be published at the Presidency for the sale of the Lands in Rungpore, 
Sylhet, and Burdwan conformably to the foregoing Resolutions 

* Board of Revenue, O C 19 May, 1801, No 57 

+ Board of Revenue, O C. 26 May, 1801, No 14 
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ai Extract of a letter from the Ootlootof of Burdmm (Mr R Oimynghame) 
to the Board of Revenue roi Hurreerampore (14 June, I80i) 

Gentlemen 

P 3 Wth reepect to Nacurbagh (c Hurrerampore the property 
of Ramgopaul Dose and Jugmohun Rai 1 am inclined to think that by 
subdividing them into different Iota they may be told m thio manner I 
shall therefore prepare and transmit statements of them drawn out in 
this mode with Uie least possible delay * 

33 Letter from the Collector of Qurefwan (Mr R Ounynghame) to the Board 
of Revenue rei Hurreerampore (12 Auguel, 1 B 01 > 

Gentlemen 

P 1 I have had the honor to receive your Secretary s Letter of 
the 16th June last directing me to subdivide TaJIookah Hurrerampore 
the properly of Jugmohun Roy into different lots and to transmit the 
necessary statements in order that may be brought to sale for the 
recovery of arrears due account the past year 1207 B S 

P 2 TTie whole of these Lands having been separated from this 
Distnct and annexed to Midnapoce with the exception of a portion of 
It denominated Taflokah Somnagur I herewith transmit a statement of 
that Mebal in the English Persian and Bengal Languages and have to 
propose Its being exposed for sale at tbis Cutchery on Thursday the 
1 7th of September or 3d Asam next very minute dTvisions being objec 
tionable I have deemed it exE>edienl to compnse the whole of the 
TaDook m one Lot f 

34. Latter from tha Contotor of Burdwan to Uie Board of Revanua trana- 
mltUns tho aooount aale of a portion of Hurrsartmpors. (14 Saptamtnr 1801) 

Gentlemen^ 

1 have the honor to tranamit the account aale of the Lands 
of Jugmohun Roy aold at this Cutcheny on the 24th Instant J 

0 

Burdwan I have the honor to be &ca 

30th Sept 1601 (Sd) R Cunynghame 

Collr 

Account Sale of the Lands situated m the Distnct of Burdwan lately 
the property of Jugmohun Roy sold by Public Auction, at the Head 

* Record* of Uio Ban3w*n CoUocforat Vot 52 

t Record of th Bordwan CoDoctorale Vol 52. 

I Record* of tLe Boidwan CoDectotaie Vo] 52 , 
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Cutchery of the Collector of Burdwan for the recovery of arrears of 
Revenue due from him to Government on account of 1 207 B S 


Lots 

Mehals sold 
✓ 

No of 
Villages 

Purchaser 

Sudder 

Jumma 

Balance 
due to Govt 

1 i 

Somenagur 

5 

Deonaut Sing 

1697 6 111 

2851 6 



o 


Deposit of 1 5 



per cent upon 
the amount sale 

Balance 

1 otal 

429 

2431 

2860 


Deduct Charges for advertising the 

sale 18 15 


Net Proceeds of the sale 2841 1 

(Sd) R. Cunynghame 

35. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the Board 
of Revenue re: the sale of lands of Jugmohun Roy. (30 September, 1801). 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to transmit the account sale of the 
Lands of Jugmohun Roy sold at this Cutcherry on the 24th Instant * 

36. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the 
Collector of Midnaporc re. Jugmohun Roy. (i October, 1801). 

Sir, 

P 1 Observing an error in my letter to you of the 1st August 
last I take the earliest opportunity of rectif 3 Tng it 

P 2 In the 3d Paragraph I stated that Jugmohun Roy Proprietor 
of Hurrirampore was m confinement for the arreeirs due account f!207, 
but upon referring to my Perwannah to the Government Pleader, direct- 
ing to apply to the Clourt at Burdwan for his confinement I find the 
application is not founded upon the arrears due from him account 1207, 
but on a claim Government had upon him as secunty for his father 
Ramcaunt Roy Farmer of Bhoorsoot &ca on account of arrears cf 
Revenue for 1206 B S 

P 3 The arrears of 1206 having been this day recovered, the 
security is of course entitled to his release, but adverting to the heavj' 


Burdwan 
24th Sept 1801 


♦ 


Board of Revenue, O. C 10 Nov 1801, No 22 
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niTcarfl due from him account the part year oa Proprietor of Hurreram 
pore which ha* been annexed to your Jurisdiction ^ have deemed it 
advisable to direct the Government Pleader to move the Court to have 
him detained in confinement unt3 I shall receive your reply to this 
Letter * 

3T Lstfer from tho Oolfsotor of Ourchvon (Mr R Ounynghtmo) to ths Boartf 
of Revsnuo rsi ths rsltaso of Rsmeaunt Roy <i Ootobor, l&hl) 

Gentlemen 

The arrears due from Ramcaunl Roy Farmer of Bhoorsheet &ca 
for 1206 amounting Principal and Interest to Sa Rs 3338 2 5 having 
been recovered partly by a sale of the Lands of Kis security Jugmohun 
Roy and by subsequent receipts from tbe Defaulter himself I have 
directed the Government Pleader at Burdwan to apply to the Court for 
his release f 

Letter from the Collsotor (Mr R Cimynghsme) to the Judge of Burdwan 
(Mr 0 Thompton) rei the transfer of Jugmohun Roy and others to Mldnapore 
JaJI (I October 1801) 

Sir 

Annexed I transmit copy of a letter from the Collector of Midna 
pore requesting I will cause Jugmohun Roy Ruggoo Sm^ and Muttoo 
&ngh- to be transfeiTed to the Dewanny Jail of that Zillah m order that 
he may communicate with them on the subject of the Balances due 
from them to Government J 

39 Letter from ths Board of Revenue to the Oolleetor of Birrdmn (Mr R 
Cunynihsme) (e Ootober, 18Q1) 

Sar K 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the Irt instant reporting that you had moved the Court 
to release Ramcaunt Roy in consequence of his havmg discharged the 
arrears duo from him to Govemrocnl § 


* R®cocd« of tte Bordmin Collortoralo Vol 51 

t Reeordj of ite Bimlwmn CoUectonO* Vol 52. 

I Records of tK« Bardwmn CoUectonte Vol 52. 

5 Record* of tta Burdwmn CoUectorste VoL 52. 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


25 


40. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan (Mr. R. Cunynghame) to the 
Collector of Midnapore re: the transfer of Jugmohun Roy and others. (12 
October, 1801), 

Sir, 

Having m consequences of your Letter directed the Government 
Pleader to move the GDurt at Burdwan to cause Jugmohun Roy, Muttoo 
Sing and Ruggonaut Sing to be transferred to the Dewanny Jail of 
Midnapore I enclose for your information the Original Aurzee from the 
Vakeel * 

o 

41 . Precept from the Registrar, Burdwan Dewanny Adawlut, to the Collector 
of Burdwan re: a Petition of Jugmohun Roy, with the Collector's return 
(8 March, (802). 

ZILLA BURDWAN DEWANNY ADAWLUT 

Jugmohun Roy 

Herewith you will receive copy of a Petition presented to the Board 
by the abovenamed and you are hereby prohibited from making any 
sale of the Lands therein mentioned composing the Lot of Russickpore 
&ca purchased m the name of Ramneedy Ghose for the discharge of 
any arrears or debts due by the said Ramneedy Ghose the right in the 
said Lot being for the present vested m the Petitioner by a Decree of 
this Court passed under Regulation 49 of 1 793, and now contested with 
Turn by Maha Rajah Tezchund Bahadur 

You are further directed to return this Precept certifying what you 
may have done in pursucince hereof on or before the 1 5th Instant f 

By Order of the Court 
this 8th day of March 1802 A D 
(Sd) C F Fergusson 
Actg Regr 

I certify that having reported the circumstances stated in the within 
Precept to the Board of Revenue they have directed me to suspend ^e 
sale of Mehal Russickpore until the receipt of further instructions from 
the Court, and that the sale will be suspended accordingly 

15th March 1802 Burdwan Collectorship 

(Sd) W P’arker, Collr 


* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 52 
t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 51 

4 
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42« Riport on Jugmohun Roy thtn oonftntd In the MIdrupore Jail (14 
January, 1803) 

Report of Pereons confined m the Dewanny Jail of ZdlaK Midnapore 
on account of arreara of revenue * 


Name of ths 
peraoo In con 
finement 

Dste of 
cooBne 
meot 

Amount of 
srrean for 
which they 
are eoo6nra 

Amoont of 
arrears re 
covered since 
iheii con 
finement 

1 Amount of 
arrears at 
present due 
from them 

[Amoont expen- 
ded for the 
Diet of the 
prisoners 

Juirmoliao Hoy 
the ptJTchssar 

20tK June , 

1 \m ' 

6749 2d 

r06»-f5-« 

5660-2 1} j 

56 


Elxplanabon 


This DcfaiJter u the eon of 
Ramlcaunt Roy who fanned eome 
very profitable mehala m Burdwan 
during the period of the decennial 
aeltJenicnt and u said to be worth 
near two Jacs of Rupee* — I under 
stand that the Rajah of Burdwan 
baa a considerable claim up>OD this 
man for which the defaulter his 
son became hi* tecunty and that 
he seme time ago obtained a 
decree against them m the Dewan 
ny Adawlut of Burdwan — It ij sup 
posed that, m order to prevent the 
sale of the lands held by the de 
faulter in CSutwa in satisfaction of 
this decree he purposely fell m 
arrear last year that he is deter 
mined to remain m jail unhl he 
can bring the Rajah of Burdwan to 
some sort of adjustment of his de 
mand him and his father 

and that as toon as he can etfect 
this, he vftQ pay his balance and 
not before Under these arcum 
stances I conclude that the Board 
will judge it proper that he should 
remam ra jail imbl he may make 
good the whole of his balance 
Board of R*»elnie. O C 14 Jamtary 1603 No 8 
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43. Extract of Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Golleotor of Midna- 
pore approving of the oontinuanoe jn confinement of Jugmohun Roy. (14 
January, 1803), 


Jugmohun Roy .. Rs 5,680-2-1% 

7 Under the explanation furnish- 
ed by you regarding this 
Defaulter, the Boaird approve 
your continuing m confine- 
ment 3 

44. Letter from Mr. Woodforde to the Board of Revenue informing 
of his taking charge of the Dacca Coileotorship. (i February, 1803). 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to inform your Board that I have this 
day received charge of the office of Collector of Dacca Julalpore from 
Mr W W Maguire 

J beg leave to state that the Balance of Cash m the Treasury on 
my taking charge was as follows f 

45. Letter from Mr, Woodforde to the Board of Revenue Informing 
of Rammohun Roy being appointed Dewan of the Dacca Coiiectorship. (7 March, 
1803). 

Gentlemen, 

Kishen Chund having this day volimtarily resigned the 
office of Dewan of this Coiiectorship I beg leave to inform your Board 
thereof and that I have appointed Rammohun Roy in his place, 
Rammohun Roy heis given the security required by Regn 3rd Section 15, 

1 794 and the name of his surety is Dul Singh a very respectable man J 

46. Letter from the Golleotor of Midnapore to the Golleotor of Burdwan re: 
Jugmohun Roy, (25 March, 1803). 

Sir. a) 

I beg leave to transmit to you a copy of a petition which I have 
received from Jugmohun Roy, who has been in confinement since June 
1801 for arrears of revenue due from him on account of Hoeda Humram- 
pore in Pergunna Chitwa, stating that he has no property of any kind 


* Board of Revenue, O C 14 January, 1803, No 9 
t Board of Revenue, O C 8 February, 1803, No 63 
t Board of Revenue, O C 11 March, 1803, No 23 
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whatever and that hia father Ramcaunt Roy who held some mohuls 
in the Zeinindarry of Burdwan during the pcnod of tho decennial 
settlement and whom 1 have ahvays understood to be a man of substance 
and respectability is very much m debt to the Rajah of Burdwan who 
obtained decrees against him m the Dewanny Adawlut of Hoogly 
kept him some time in confinement there then got him transferred to the 
Dewanny Jail of Burdwan and has since been able to recover little or 
nothmg from him owing to his poverty and requesting therefore that 
ho may be released from Jail on paying ^ Rs 500 of the arrears due 
from him and executmg a Kistbundy by which the remainder amounting 
to Sa Rs 5180 may be payable in sue years I conceive that these terms 
are by no means so good as the sttuabon and respocted crrcumstanccs 
of the defaulter and his family put it m his power to offer but as I 
have not been able to discover that he is possessed of any property m 
this distnct nor to ascertam what means his father who is said to have 
had the joint management of all hia concerns may have of assistmg 
him I request you will be so good as to make partjcular enquiries on the 
subject and to inform me what may appear to you from the result of 
these enquincs to bo such terms for the payment of the above stated 
balance as it may be reasonable to expect from him m case of bis 
being released from Jail and also whether bis father will make hunself 
answerable and give good security for the due performance of those 
terms * 

47 Rtpty of ths Oollsetor of Burdwan to the ahors Letter (30 Msreh lf03) 
Sir 

I wm favored with your Letter of the 25th Instant — Ramkunt 
Roy the Father of Jugmohun Roy is not at present at Burdwan and 
my departure from the place is so near at hand that I shall not have an 
opportumty of procunng his attendance before 1 go but I have had 
Ramlochun Roy the Brother of Jugmohun before me held a long con 
versation with him on the subject of your reference He states that bii 
Fabler has been able to pay the Rajah of Burdwan oiJy 500 Rs since 
his release from confinement a year and a half ago that he still owes 
Kirn 80 000 Rs payable by Instalments m tbe course of 1 1 years that 
the only chance he has of bemg able to pay this amount consists m his 
obtaining a Profit from a Farm of a Lac of Rupees per Annum which 
he holds of the Rajah that the dependence of the whole Family is on 
this Farm that they wiD jointly become security for the performance 
of the term* stated m Jugmohun b Petition to you but that they can- 
Boord of Rerenoe O C. 22 April 100? No 3 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


29 


not add any thing to those terms, nor give any separate security for the 
fulfilment of them. 

I have only to add that I have made enquiries respecting the truth 
of Ramlochun’s assertions from such Persons as were immediately near 
me, and that they all agree in declaring that they believe the Family 
although once opulent, to be now m ruined and desperate circum- 
stances ^ 

48. Letter from the Collector of Mfdnapore to the Board of Revenue re; 
a petition of Jugmohun Roy. (15 April, 1803). ^ 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to transmit to you a copy of a petition, which 
I received a few days ago from Jugmohun Roy the late proprietor of 
Hooda Hurrirampore in Purgunnah Chitwa, who has been in jail very 
near two years on account of arrears of revenue amounting to Sa 
Rs 5578 3 I 2. which remained due after the sale of his Zemmdarry, 
stating that neither he nor his father Ramkunt Roy have any means what- 
ever of discharging these arrears, and requesting that they may be releas- 
ed from confinement on executing engagements, and giving security, for 
the payment of them by instalments m 6 years 

2d I have never been able to discover that the defaulter himself 
IS possessed of any property, but having always understood that his 
father Ramkunt Roy, who held some Pergunnahs m farm in the 
Burdwan distnct during the penod of the decennial settlement, was 
a man of substance and responsibility, I thought it proper, as his house 
and all his concerns are in that district and he is said to have had the 
joint management with his son of the lands m which the arrears due from 
the latter accrued, to make enquiries concerning the means which he 
might have of discharging these arrears, and the security which he 
might be able to give for the due performeince of such terms as the 
Board might in consideration thereof think proper to agree to 

3d I herewith transmit copies of my letter to the Collector of 
Burdwan and of his answer As Mr Parker states that all th^ per- 
sons whom he has been able to consult “agree in declaring that they 
believe the family, though once opulent, to be now in rumed and des- 
perate circumstances,” I conceive that there can be no hope of reco- 
vering the arrears due from Jugmohun Roy by keeping him any longer 
in jail, where, as I have already said, he has been confined almost two 
years without having paid any part of them As I am inclined to 
think however that the terms which he has offered are more unfavour- 


Board of Revenue, O C 22 April, 1803, No 3 
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able to Government than the situation and cjrcunutancea of hia family 
render it advisable to accept 1 beg leave to propose that m heu there- 
of he be required to pay Sa Ra 1000 on his release and the re- 
piamder of his arrears amounhng to Sa Rs 4578 3 12 by mstal 
roents of Rs 150 per mensem to commence from the 1st June 
Should the Board think proper to sanction this adjustment I recommend 
that the father and brother of the defaulter be accepted as his securities 
as proposed by Mr Parker and I shall hTccwise call upon him to 
give some responsible landholder of this district as secunty for his 
appearance bti? as he is almost a stranger at this place and all his 
fnends and connexions live m Burdwan 1 am very doubtful whether he 
will be able to comply witb tbis requisition and do not tbereforo re 
commend that it to be insisted upon as a condition of bis release 

4th In the balance whicb i have stated to be due from Jugmobun 
Roy I have mcluded the sum of Se Rs 1 120 which was embezzled by 
the Coerkedar Meer Kudrut Oelah» who had charge of his estate last 
year as reported to the Board m my letter of the 16th ultimo As >t 
appears from the proceedings which accompanied this letter that the 
defaulter purposely concealed from me the embezzlements and mis- 
management whicb took place m his Zemindarry from some private 
views of hia own I conceive that he has no right to expect that Covem- 
ment should forego theu claim to any part of the arrears due from him 
on account of these embezzlements and he seems to be aware of this 
smee ho has effered no objection to be held answerable for the whole 
of them, and I understand that he is ready to come to terms with the 
late Coerkedar and to apply for his release from Jail m case of E>emg 
set at Lberty himself * 

40 Lsttsr from ths Collsotor of Daoes ts ths Board of Rsvsnus InformUif 
of ths rtslgnstlon of Rsnnnottun Roy (ie May 1809) 

Sir 6c Gentlemen 

In the Letter which I had the honor of addressing you on 
the J 4th Instant I omitted to stale that Mr Woodforde late Acting 
Collector of this plac^ informed me that Rammohun Roy had on that 
morning sent him his resignation of the office of Dovan of Dacca 
Jelalpore 

I have therefore appointed Buddenath Mookerjee a sensible eJever 
man to act as Dewan and should he ultimately answer my expectabona 
I intend confirromg hnn m the appointment and shall report the same to 


Bo«rd of Rerono* O C. 22 April 1803 No. 2. 
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you, his securities are Mr Panisty Alexander and Lalla Dull Sing persons 
of property and respectability at Dacca ^ 

GO. Report the case of Maharaja Tozcluind against Jiigmohun Roy (16 
Soptember. 1803). 

Tejehund, Zemindar of Burdwan, Appellant 

Versus 

Jugmohun Rai, (Heir of Ramkaunt Rai), Respondent 

This was an action brought by the Raja of Burdwan m the Zillah 
Court of the district, on the 13th of July 1799, or 3 1st Asarh of the 
Bengal year 1206, against Jugmohun Rai and two others, viz 
Ramkaunt Rai and Ramnidhce Ghose, for the proprietary right of the 
Tarufs Rusukpore and Poorgaon, and of the mouza Purolea TTie annual 
jumma of the whole was stated at 8, 056 rupees It appeared that the 
lands in question, on being sold by public auction, in the month of Jeth 
1204, on account of arrears of revenue due from the former proprietors, 
were purchased by the late Ranee Bishen Konwur, the mother of the 
plaintiff, in the jurzec or substituted name of three different persons 
The defendant Jugmohun, who was now in possession of the lands, 
affirmed, that the Ranee, finding difficulties with respect to the purchase 
money, resold them to him for 36,200 rupees, the sum for which she had 
bought them The pleuntiff denied that the stated resale was ever 
made, or the money received by his mother, and affirmed that the de- 
fendant had obtained possession by unfair means, at his mother’p 
decease, in 1205 He accordingly sued to recover the lands, as part of 
the zemindary to which he had succeeded The defendant Jugmohun, 
on the other hand, admitting the prior purchase of the Ranee, rested his 
title on the proof of the resale to himself For this purpose, after filing 
some papers purporting to be bills of sale, to Jugmohun, as from the 
nominal purchasers, he adduced an xkrarnameh, or written acknowledg- 
ment, purporting to have been executed by the late Ranee, and recit- 
mg, that on purchasing Turuf Rusukpore, &c at the public sale, she 
borrowed of bankers a considerable part of the purchase money, inland 
not being able to repay them, resold the lands to Jugmohun for the same 
price she gave for them, and had received the money from him This 
was dated the 1st of A sin 1204, and attested by three persons Two of 
these were cited by the defendants to prove the execution They de- 
posed that they were called to witness it, that they heard the Ranee 
speak from behind the purdah or curtain where she was sitting, that 
they knew her voice, and that she said she had received the purchase 

* Board of Revenue, O C 20 May, 1803, No 28 
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money They did nbt see the money paid After the defendant 
Jugmohun had declared m Court that he had no other proof of the 
reanle and could not adduce any to the actual payment of the money 
a peraon named Bunchanun Rai wa* called by him who deposed that 
he took the amount m gold mohura from Jugmohun to the residence of 
the Ranee that m his presence it was given inside the purdah or 
curtam to the Ranee and that on being desired to count it she did 
so and acknowledged it to be correct No evidence to the execution 
or reality of the aUeged deed of sale was brought by the defendant and 
as there vfas only one vntness to the alleged payment of the purchase 
money who moreover did not profess to have seen the Ranee but 
merely to have heard her voice and whose evidence from the 
circumstances attending it as well as from the manner in which it was 
given was not considered worthy of credit and as there was moreover 
no receipt forthcoming for the purchase money the ZiUah Judge con 
sidered the payment not established Indep>endently of this from 
strong suspicion against the ikrtjrnameh he did not consider the evidence 
adduced to its execubon sufSaent to prove it It was his opmion that 
the aUeged resale had been pretended by Ramkaunt the father of Jug 
TQohun (who had been mckfftar of the Ranee k estate) with 
a View to defraud the Ranee or her successor and as he considered 
the Ranee to have been the real proprietor of the lands m dis> 
pute at the tune of her decease under her purchase at the public sale 
and that the plainbtf was enbtled to them as her heir judgment was 
given in his favour in the ZiUah Court for recovermg them The costs 
were made payable by the defendants Jugmohun and Ramkant the 
other defendant not appearing to have had any share m the transacbon 
On appeal by these persons from the above decision to the Pro 
vmciaJ Court of Calcutta the two Judges who sat on the cause differed 
m opmion TTie Senior Judge considered the ikrarruxmeh established 
that It afforded sufficient proof of a resale of the lands to Jugmohun 
and that the decree passed by the ZiUah Judge against his btle should 
be rf^versed The Second Judge concurred m the ZiUah decree and the 
grounds on which it was passed The cause being for a value appeal 
able to the Sudder Dewarmy Adnwiut the ZiUah decree was reversed 
m conformity with the Senior Judge s opinion and judgment given for 
Jugmohun a retaining possession of the lands 

On apjjcal by the claimant from the above decision to the Sudder 
Dewarmy Adawlut, this Court did not concur m it The Court con 
sidered that the iffrarfuimch attributed to Ranee Bishen Konvmr was of 
very dubious authority both from its appearing that the two persons 
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who were called bj' the respondent to prove it, and who deposed that 
they heard the Ranee, at the time, make a verbal acknowledgment of its 
contents, bore such bad characters as to make their evidence suspected, 
and also from the circumstances of Ramkaunt, the father of the respon- 
dent, having, at the time the resale to his son was stated to have taken 
place, held the management and controul of the Ranee’s zemmdary, 
which, combined with its appearing that the reason alleged for the 
stated resale, viz the Ranee’s want of funds, was not true, and with 
the circumstance of there being no proof to establish the payment of the 
purchase money to the Ranee, though, if it had really been paid, there 
could, m all probability, have been no difliculty in prd*ving the fact, 
afforded, in the opinion of the Court, strong ground to suspect, either 
that the written acknowledgment was false, or that it was obtained 
by undue means Tins instrument thcrefoic (the only proof on the part 
of the respondent to the alleged resale) not being considered by the 
Court as at all competent to prove it, the Court determined, that the 
conveyance from the appellant’s mother, on which the respondent rested 
his title, was not established, and that the appellant was entitled to the 
lands, as part of the zemmdary to which he had succeeded Judgment 
was accordingly passed by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut (present J H 
Hanngton and J Fombelle), reversing the decree passed against the 
appellant’s claim by the Provincial Court, and confirming that passed by 
the Zillah judge, with costs m each of the Couits payable by the res- 
pondent Mesne profits during the time the claimant had been out of 
possession, were not adjudged, as no claim had been preferred to them, 
but a right of action was reserved for their recovery, if not paid on 
demand * 

51, Letter from the Collector of Midnapore to the Board of Revenue re: 
Jugmohun Roy. Wjth Board’s Order. (26 September, 1803). 

Gentlemen, 

On the 15th April last, my predecessor addressed the Board about 
the Balances due from Jugmohun Roy, the late Proprietor of Hurriram- 
pore m Pergunnah Chitwa, who had been committed to Jail on account 
of arrears of Revenue amounting to Sicca Rupees 5578 5 1 2 whichjJre- 
mmned due after the sale of his Zemmdary, and in the second Paragraph 
of a letter m reply to the above from the Board under date 1 7th May, 
Mr Ernst was directed to make the best arrangement he could with 
the Prisoner for the recovery of the above amount, and report the result 
to the Board 

• Reports of cases determined in the Court of Sudder DetOanny Adaxjolut, Vol I, 
by W H MacnagTiten (New Edn 1827), pp 257-59 
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2d Sicca Rupee* 1120 2 2 la to be deducted from ibe above 
ninoimt as proved to Have been embezzled by tbe Sezawul Meer Cudnit 
Ullab who I* now m confinement on thj* account and for the Balance 
due from Jugmohun Roy after deducting this sum from the aforesaid 
amount f have the Honor to submit to the Board a Petition from the 
Prisoner stating that he will agree to pay down Ra I 000 on hi* Release 
and the remainder m 34 Months at Rs 100 per Month 

3 If the Board approve of this arrangement I will apply to the 
Collector of Burdwon to ascertain the goodness of the secunhe* tendered 
by the Prisoner for the fulfilment of his Engagements and submit hi* 
answer to the^Board 

Mr Ernst submitted copies of some Letters from the Collector of 
Burdwan, upon this subject on the I5th ApnJ last who declared that 
he behoved Jugomohun Roy to be m ruined and desperate 
Circumstances 

4 As the Prisoner has been confined now a long time and as it 
doe* not appear from the above letters and other Enquiries that the 
Prisoner be able to perform more I beg leave to recommend they may 
be accepted In the above Letter Mr Ernst propoaed that he the 
Prisoner should be required to pay Sa Rs 1000 on his Release and the 
remainder by Instalments of Sa Rf 150 per mensem but this he de 
dared his fnabihty to pay and has only proposed these Terms in con- 
sequence of my urging him to a settlement pf his Balance he first asked 
me to grant hirn six years which I refused and prevailed upon hnn to 
accede to the present arrangement and to petition for the same accord 
ingly if he agreed to iL* 

Board s Order 

Ordered the Collector of Midnapore bo informed that under the 
Stated by him the Board authorize him to accept the offer 
of Jugmohun Roy for the discharge of the balance du© from him, provid 
ed he give good and 8u65acnl security for the discharge of his 
instalments 

M Lstter from the Csiteotor of Mfdnapors to ths Collsetor of Bimhran r*i 
Ju^nohun Roy (5 Ootobsr 1S03) 

Sir 

Having at length succeeded m my endeavour* with Jugomohun 
Roy the late Proprietor of Humrempore m Pergunnah Qutwa who is 
now in confinement for the recovery of arrears of Revenue amounting 
to R* 4458 0 19 2 to a settlement of hia Balances the Defaulter has at 

Board of Revotiue O C, 30 September 1803 No 23 
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Iasi consented to pay down Rs 1000 in part, on his release, and the re- 
mainder by Instalments of Rs 100 per mensem, and has tendered 
RamlccHun Roy Inhabitant of Radahnagur Pergunnah Jehanabad m 
Hugly, but who is always at Burdwan, and Sobha Chund Roy Inhabitant 
of Dj'asa, Pergunnah Gopebhoom to be his securities for the fulfilment 
of his Engagements, I have therefore to request that you will be so good 
to send for the abovementioned persons and procure their signatures 
provided they agree to be his securities to the accompanying obligation, 
and return it to me properly authenticated, and likewise be so kind to 
ascertain whether they possess any properly in your District and may be 
depended upon 

Tlic Board have agreed to the terms, and the prisoner will be 
immediately enlarged after 1 reeeivc your answer, if the securities are 
good and competent and will make themselves answerable for the 
amount in the event of Jugomohuns not paying it * 

53. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan to the Collector of MIdnapore re; 
Jugmohun Roy's sureties. (17 October, 1803). 

Sir, 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 5th 
Instant I summoned Sobahehund Roy one of the securities named by 
Jugomohun Roy who refuses to have any concern whatever in the 
transaction or to attend my summons as may be more fully understood 
by the enclosed copy of the return of the Nazir Ramlochun Roy is not 
to be met with in this District copy of the return of the Nazir is enclosed 
as also the Security Bond sent by you f 

54. Letter from the Collector of MIdnapore to the Board of Revenue con- 
taining a statement of the balances outstanding a/c Hurreerampore, With 
Board’s Order. (14 January, 1804). 

Gentlemen, 

In obedience to your Orders of the 27th December, I have 
the honour to subrmt my Report upon the Balances outstanding in this 
Distnct on account of 1209 F S J 
Board’s Order 

The Board pass the following orders on the balances due in the 
distirct of Midnapore on account of the year 1209 

R§ 5578 3 12 

The Collector will endeavour to make an arreingement with Meer 
Kudrut Ullah for the recovery of the portion of the above balance due 

* Records of the Btirdwan Collectorate, Vol 56 No 232 

t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 58, No 93 

j Board of Revenue, O C 27 January, 1804, No 3 
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from him, and he will aljo endeavour lo obtain good ©ecunty from 
Jugmohun Roy for the payment of the inatalmenta offered by hnn * 
Report upon Ae Balances due from the Distnct of Midnapoor for 
the year 1209 F^t 


Mehala Engaged for by the Propnetoxs 


hlehsls 

Proprietor* 

Jamme 

Balance tUl 

3) December 

1603 

HuTTTiwnpooT 

JogmohuD Roy 

S4 166 7 10 1 

5,576 3 1 2 


Explanabons 

Sa Ra 5 576 3 12 TW Balance « due from Jugotnobvin Roy 
who IS m Jail Sa Rs 1120 2 2 ts to he deducted from the above 
as proved to have been embezzled by the Sezawal Meer Cudrut UUah 
who 18 also in confinement and has no land of property at least, that 
I have been able to discover belonging to him and appears to be per 
fectly destitute and miserable and I have no hope of recovering any 
part of the above Balance and die remaining Balance Sa Rs 4 458 
0 19 2 which IS due from jugomohun Roy 1 am sorry to mform the 
Board diat 1 have not been able to make any adjustment of the Balances 
with the above Defaulter 1 stated in my Letter to the Board under 
date the 26th September that ho the above Jugomohim Roy had 
offered to pay Sa Rs 1000 on his Release and the remainder by e<jual 
Monthly Instalments of Sa Rs 100 per month but having addressed 
the Collector of Burdwan to ascertain the sufficiency of the secunbes 
tendered by the above Defaulter for the punctual fulfilment of his 
Engagements Mr Webb informed me that one of the secunbes 
named Sobah Chund Roy refused lo have any concern whatever m the 
transacbon, and that die other Ramlochun Roy was not to be found 
any where m his Distnct and therefore he is shll m confinement and 
J has not been able to procure any other persona to become his secunbes 

, whatever 
o 

M Letter from the Consator of HIdnspopt to ths Board of Revenue eufr* 
mItUng a eupptonentsry report of ths balsrtose outitaraflng a/o Hurreeramporo 
With Boards Rssefutton. <2 Uay tS04) 

Gentlemen 

In obedience to the orders contained m your Secretary s letter 
under date die 27lh January 1804 1 herewith transmit die supplementary 

Bowd of Rerenne O C, 27 Jtsmmrj I8W No 5 
t Bo*rd of Rerono* O C 27 Januwy liW No 4 (EneJoouro) 
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Report upon the Bnlnnccs due from the District of Midnapore for the 
year 1209 T.S " 
enclosure from the 
Collr of Midnapore. 

Supplementary Report upon the Bnlnnccs due from the District 
of Midnapore for the year 1209 P S f 

Mchnls engaged for the Proprietors — 

Sa Rs 5.578 3 12 

Arc due from Jugomohun Roy 
and Mccr Cudrul IJHah, who are 
both in Jail, a full explanation of 
the circumstances of these Default- 
ers is contained in my Report to 
the Board of the above dale, and 
1 am afraid that it will not be 
recovered. 

Board's Rcso ' 

The Board having considered the 2nd report from the Collector 
of Midnapore respecting the balances due from the district under his 
charge on account of the year 1209 Resolved that he be informed that 
the Board arc satisfied generally with the explanation contained m it 

As the Board do not conceive that either Mcer Cudrut Ullah or 
Jugomohun Roy arc entitled to any indulgence from Government they 
desire that the Collector will still continue them in confinement 
Should they hereafter make any proposition for the liquidation of the 
balances due from them by instalments, the Collector will report on the 
subject for the Board’s consideration and orders % 

68. Letter from the Collector of Midnapore to the Collector of Burdwan re* 
Jugmohun Roy’s affairs. (4 February, 1805). 

Sir, 

Jugmohun Roy the late Proprietor of a Mehal in Pergunnah Chetwa 
who IS m confinement for the recovery of arrears of Revenue due to 
Government on account of 1209 F S has tendered Ramlochun Roy 
and Sobhachund Roy Inhabitants of your District to be his Securities 
for the payment of his Balances which arrangement I have received 
the Board’s Orders to accept whenever the Defaulter might procure 
proper and responsible persons to agree, I have therefore the pleasure 
to send the accompanying paper and beg you will summon the persons 
specified in it, before you and obtain their signatures to the obligation 
if they agree, and return it to me properly authenticated 

* Board of Revenue, O C 17 August, 1804, No 82 

t Board of Revenue, O C 17 August, 1804, No 83 

X Board of Revenue, O C. 17 August,r 1804, No 84 



38 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


I bad the pleaaure of wntmg to you on this subject before and 
request you will excuse the trouble I have given * 

B7 Lettsr frpm the Oetleotor of Buntwan to the Oolleotor of Mldnspore rei 
Jugmohun RoysafTiUrt, (o March, 1805) 

Sir 

I beg leave to return the obligation enclosed m your Letter of the 
4th Ultimo diJy signed m my presence by the two Secunbes Sobachund 
Roy and RamJochun Roy f 

58. Latter from tha Colleotor of Mkinapora to tha Cottsotor of Bunfwan ret 
Jugmohun Roy^ffalra (ii May 1808) 

Sir 

I beg the favour of you to ascertain whether Sobachund and 
Ramlochun Roy vdio signed a paper of security before you on the 9th of 
March last for Re 4 457 G 19 G 2 on account of Jugmolnm Roy 
are responsible persons f 

89. LattSr from the Judge of Burthnn (Mr T H Ernst) to tha Board 
of Rivenus transmitting oopy of a Docroe passad In ths oass of Maharala 
Tszohund and Ramoeunt Roy A othtra With Enokaara. (1 July 1M5) 

Gentlemen 

In conformity to the 9th seebon of the 4 Regulabon of 1793 I beg 
leave to transmit you copy of a Decree passed by the late Judge on 
the 17th May last, wherein Maha Raja Taijchund was Plainbff and 
Ranihaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy arid Ramneedy Ghose &ca Defen 
danta respectmg some revenue lands with a yhort abstract thereof m 
English g 

Abstract of a Decree passed m the Dewanny Adawlut Z i ll a 
Burdwan m a cause wherein Maha Rajah Taijchund was P lamhff and 
Ramkaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy and Ramneedy Ghose fleca 
DefendsntsQ 


No 

Per 1 

^ gmuiali 

1 Portion 

l8odder Jammah 
lagreeable to tbe 

1 Pialotl^* 
Statement* 

Former 

Poaaeaaor 

Preaect 

Poaaejaor 

Inwboae i 
farottr 
Decreed 

Data of 
tbe 

Decree 

131 

S^bad 
. ChatDpa* 
Doi^uiir A 

1 Bardah 

iRndckporel 

Paroolea 

1 and 
Poomn 
[ ffonc 

R*. a* G« Ca. 

6056 4 6 2 

Maba 

Ranee 

Blaben 

Kowneny 

Smropcbnnd 
Rot Ram- 
needf Ghgae 
A RamcHimder 
Sein 

Maba 

Rajab 

Taifcbmid 

I7tb 

Mar 

1 1604 


Zilla Burdwan (Sd) T H Ernst 

the 1st July 1W5 Judge 


* R«ct3rd* of the Burdwan CoUeotorale VoL 63 No 45 

t Record* of the Bordwan CoUectorate VoL 65 No 62. 

I Record* of th Bordwao CoUectorate VoL 63 No 155 

6 Board of Rereoa O C. 9 Tnlr 1505 No. 47 
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60. Letter from the Collector of Burdwnn to the Collector of Midnapore ro: 
Jugmohun Roy’s affairs. (G August, 1805). 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 18th 
Ultimo and beg leave to inform you that previous to the receipt of 
Mr Strache 3 ''s letter, I had not been requested to ascertain the respon- 
sibility of the securities but only to procure their signature to be put 
to the Security Deeds in my presence and of course I supposed the late 
Collector had satisfied himself my records are now examined for the pur- 
pose of reporting their responsibility and when ascertained my report 
shall be sent without delay ' 

61. Letter from the Collector of Burdwan to tho Collector of Midnapore re; 
Jugmohun Roy’s affairs. (io August, 1805), 

Sir, 

In continuation of my Letter of the 6th Instant I have to inform 
you that by the records of my office it appears that 1535 Biggahs and 
5 Cottahs of rent free Lands stand m the name of Ramlochun Roy one 
of the Securities tendered by Jugmohun Roy and the other does not 
appear to be possessed of any Landed property f 

62. Letter from the Collector of Midnapore to tho Collector of Burdwan 
enclosing two Dustucks, (30 October, 1805). 

Sir, 

I enclose two Persian Dustucks which I will thank you to enforce 
one in the name of Roogonaut Sing and another in the name of 
Jugmohun Roy J 

63. Letter from the Collector of Midnapore to the Collector of Burdwan 
transmitting two Perwannahs. (13 February, 1806). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit two Perwannahs m the names of 
Jugmohun Roy and Rugonauth Sing which I request you will direct to 
be served upon the above persons — and on Ramlochun Mitterrand 
Cossenauth Roy Securities of Rugonauth Sing Defaulter § 


* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 65, No 223 

t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 65, No 233 

t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 67, No 32 

§ Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 67, No 183 
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64. Mr OIgby $ letUr to the Board of Reveniie Informing of his hiving 
dtllvired ovsr ohirge of hli omca of Register and Acting MigUtraU of Ramgiirh 
(18 October, 1806) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acquaint you that I have thia day delivered 
over charge of this Office to Mr R Thackerry * 

68 Mr DIgby s letter to the Board of Revenue Informing of his having 
taken charge of the Jessore Colleotorshlp (23 Deeenber igor) 

Gentlemen 

I have theP honor to inform you of my having this day received 
charge of the Office of Ck»llector from Mr E Parker together with the 
Cash m the Treasury amounting to Sicca Rupees 8587 2 15 and m 

Bank notes 4460 Total Balance 13047 2 15 and Stamp Papers ra 

store amountmg to Sa Rs 17473 Sf 

66 Qovemor Qeneral s resolution proposing Mr DIgby as Register of the 
Bhagaulpora Court (is January 1808) 

The Governor General 

The Governor General proposes that Mr J Digby be appointed to 
the office of Register of the Ziflah Court at Bhaugulpore t 

(Sd) Mmto 
G Hewett 
J LAimsden 
H Cxilebrooke 

67 Mr Dlgby’t letter to the Board of Revenue Informing of hb having den* 
vtred over charge of the Jessore Oolleotorahlp (9 June, 1808) 

Gentlemen 

I have the honor to inform you that I have this day dehvercd over 
charge of fhm office to Mr Eidmund Parker the Collector together with 
the records Deadstock Balance of Cash amounting to Sa 
Rs 2618 12 13 2 and value of Stamps remaining m store Sa 
Rs *18436 4 for all of which I herewith transmit that Gentleman e 
receipt § 


• JodlcU] Department (QtII) O C 30 October 1806 No 18 
t Board of Rerenne O C. 29 December 1807 No 93 
J Jodlctal Dopartmeait (QtU) OC 15 Jamiaiy 1806 No. 1 
i Board of RereoTU O C. ]4 Jon 1806, No 34 
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68. Letter from the Secretary to Government to the Secretary, Board of 
Revenue, Informing of Mr. Dlgby being deputed to act as Collector of Rungporo 
(30 Juno, 1809). 

Sir, 

I am directed to desire that you will acquaint the Board of Revenue 
that the Right Honble the Governor General in Council has this day 
been pleased to make the following arrangements. 

Mr James Morgan the Collector of Rungpore has been deputed to 
officiate as Judge and Ma^strate of Dinageporc 

Mr J Dlgby deputed to act for Mr Morgan as Collector of 
Rungpore * 

69. Letter from the Secretary to Government to the Secretary, Board of 
Revenue, informing of Mr. Digby being appointed Collector of Rpngpore. 
(20 October, 1809). 

Sir, 

I am directed to desire that you will acquaint the Board of Revenue 
that His Excellency the Vice President in (Council has this day been 
plecised to appoint Mr. J Digby to the office of Collector of the 
District of Rungpore J 

70. Mr. Digby's letter to the Secretary, Board of Revenue, Informing of his 
appointing Rammohun Roy as Dewan of Rungporo Collootorship, With Board’s 
Order. (5 November, 1809). 

Sir, 

Having in conformity to the orders contained in your letter of 23d 
Ultimo accepted the resignation of Golam shau late Dewan of this 
office ‘I beg leave to acquaint you for the information of the Board that 
I have appointed Rammohun Roy in his room a man of very respectable 
family and excellent education, fully competent to discharge the duties of 
such an office, and from a long acquaintance with him I have reason 
to suppose that he will acquit himself m the capacity of Dewan with 
industry integrity and ability I hope to be favoured with the Boards 
sanction of this appointment J 

Board’s Order ® 

Ordered that the Collector of Rungpore be directed to inform the 
Board under whom and m what public office the person alluded to m 
his letter has been employed and also the name of his security 


* Board of Revenue, O C i 1 July, 1609, No 49 
t Board of Revenue, O C 26 October, 1809, No 42 
J Board of Revenue, O C 14 December, No 23 
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71 Mr Dtgby i lattir to tht Sooretsry, Board of Riwnitt rti Rtmmofiun 
Roy Witti Board i obsanratlom (30 Dooembar iSM) 

Sir 

In reply to your letter of tKe l2tK Instant I We the honor to ac 
quaint you for the infonnabon of the Board that Rammohun Roy the 
man whom I have recommended to be appointed aa Dewan of this 
o ffice acted under me in the capacity of shenstndar of the Fowzdary 
Court for the apace of three montha while I officiated aa magiatrato of the 
Zillah of PWngur and from v^hat I aaw of hia knowledge of the Regu 
labona accoimta &ca during that tune and during the term of my acting 
aa Collector d( Jeaaore as well aa from the opmion I have fo rm e d of 
hia probity and General qualificabona in a five year* acquaratancc with 
him I am convmced that he is well adapted for thia situabon of Dewan 
of a Collectora office 

I have also to inform you that Joiram Sain the Zemindar of 
Chachoiah fitca paying an annual revenue to the amount of S 
Ra 20 935 14 6 3 and Mirza Abbaasally an hetr of the late 
Mina Mahomed Tuckey 21e nun dar of (uiolaghaut &ca paying a re- 
venue of S Rs 9(7 13 3 have come forward aa his surebea to 

the amount of 5000 Rs a copy of their secunty 1 beg leave to transmit 
enclosed * 

Board 8 ohservabons 

The Board of Revenue having taken the above letter mto consi 
derabon and being of opinion that it is essentially necessary that all 
persons who may be appointed to the responsible office of Dewan 
should have been some time m the habits of transactmg Revenue 
details and also he will be acquainted with the Regulabons relating to 
Revenue matters and the General ^stem observed m the coUecbon of 
the Revenue 

The Board therefore do not consider themselves aulhonsed to con 
firm the nommabon proposed the Collector 

The Board further observe that the service performed by Rammohim 
Roy as Acting senshtadnr of a Fouzdarry Ciurt cannot be considered 
by^fhe Board as rendering htm m any degree competent to perform the 
more important dubes of a Dewan which are m their nature totally 
different 

The Board therefore dtrecl that the Collector be instructed to norm 
nate some person from whose general knowledge m the Revenue 
Dep€utment responsibihty and other qualifications the dubes vested m 
hnn may bo expected to be performed with correctness 

Bo*n} of Rovcime O C. 15 Jtiituij 1810 No 10 
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The Board further observe that they are of opinion the security 
of a Dewan should not if it can be avoidable be persons holding Lands 
in the district as they possibly might obtain an undue influence m the 
District. 

72. Mr. DIgby’s reply to tho letter of the Board of Revenue re; Rammohun 
Roy. (31 January, 1810). 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5th Instant, 
and am sorry to observe, that the Board pay so little deference to my 
recommendation as to object to my appointing Rammohun Roy Dewan 
of this office, after having given him so favourable a character, and 
relating the very superior qualifications he possessed 

It appears by the first Paragraph of your Letter, that the Board 
assert as a reason for refusing to confirm Rammohun Roy in the ap- 
pointment proposed, that m consequence of his inexperience m the 
transaction of the business attached to the office of Dewan, they con- 
sider him incompetent to discharge the duties of )t, but I imagined that 
such objection would have been sufficiently obviated by what 1 men- 
tioned m my Letter of the 30th Ultimo, as to the knowledge he evinced 
of the Regulations and of the general system to be adopted for the 
collection of the Revenue when with me m the capacity of a private 
Moonshee, during the term of my acting as Collector of the District 
of Jessore Moreover I cannot refrain from observing that in many 
instances Dewans of Collector’s have been confirmed by the Board, who 
had never been employed in any public office 

I now beg leave to refer the Board to the Cazy wul Cozzat in the 
the Sudder Dewanny Adawfut, to the head Persian Moonshee of the 
College of Fort William, and to the other principal officers of those 
Departments for the character and qualifications of the man I have 
proposed 

Being thoroughly acquainted with the ments and abilities of 
Rommohun Roy, it would be very repugnant to' my feelings, to be <?omr 
pelled so far to disgrace him in the eyes of the Natives as to* remove 
him from' his present employment in which I have continued him as 
officiating in the hope that the character which will be given of him 
by the Natives, to whom the Board are referred, and the knowledge of 
his business which I have declared him to possess, will induce them to 
confirm him m the appointment of Dewan of my office for which I 
am confident he is perfectly well qualified 
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With respect to securities I beg to inform the Boarth lie can pro- 
cure them from other Districts to any amount that may be required * 

T3. Reply from the Board of Reventie to Mr DIgby i tetter rei Runmomm 
Boy (8 Fobnury, 1»18) 

Sir 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
3fst L/Ihmo and to acquaint you that as the Board do not perceive any 
ground contained m it to mduce them to alter thor former decision 
respecting the nominabon of Ratnmohun Roy to bo Dewan of your 
Zillab, they dosire that you will proceed to select some other person 
for that office conformsbly to then* orders of the 15th Ultimo 

The Board further desue m© to inform you that they greatly disap- 
prove of the style m which you have addressed them upon the present 
occasion and that although it would be with much reluctance the Board 
would ccrtamly feel themselves compelled to take very senous nobce 
of any repebbon of similar disrespect towards thgnxf 

7*. Ur Smslt i Utter to ths Seoretary Board of Revsnus tnfonnJng of hb 
having rsosivtd ohargs or ths Ooneotorshlp of Rungport. (so Juty lli4) 

Sir 

I beg leave to acquaint you for the informahon of the Board that 
I have this day received charge of the office of Collector of this Distnct 
with the balance of cash m the Treasury amounbng to Sicca Rupees 
221 71 I 19 3 for which I have granted my receipts in duplicate 
The value of Stamp Paper delivered over to me by the Collector is 
Sa Rs 28677 (0 as also 3 mds 31 ars 7 chutks of opium for 

which I have given my receipt in duplicate X 

71 Mr Dlgby $ fsttsr to th« Sscrstsry Board of Rsvtnot tnromtng of 
hit railing OTsr ohargs of ths Gollsotorship of Rungpore (so July itis) 

Sir 

You will be pleased to inform the Board that I have this day made 
over charge of this CoUectonbip to Mr A Smell together with official 
seals office records Stamp Papers opium and Cash Balance m the 
Trefisuiy amounting to Sa Rs 22171 I 19 3 

For the informabon of the Board I enclose you his receipts for the 
balance of Cash now in Treasury as also his receipts for the Stamp 
papers and opium now in deposit § 

* Board of Rommo O C 8 Febniarj 1010 No 9 

t Board of Rav anu o O C. 0 F bmaiy 1010 No 10 

X Beard of Rnrama O C. 29 Jclj I0H No 16 

9 Board of Rcronoa O C. 29 Joljr |0|4 No 17 
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76. Letter from Mr DIgby to tho Chief Secretary to the Government Inform- 
ing of h(s Intention to proceed to England. (9 January, f8l5). 

Sir, 

! beg leave to acquaint you for the information of Government 
that I propose to proceed to England by the next ship for the re-estab- 
hshment of my health as well as to settle my private affairs and to 
return in the course of three years to this country 
Calcutta I remain &c 

77, Second letter from Mr. DIgby to the Chief Secretary to Govornmont on 
the same subject. (13 January, 1815). 

Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose you for the perusal of the Honble 
the Vice President m Council a certificate signed by Mr T Luxmoore 
Asslt Surgeon on this establishment showing the necessity of my return- 
ing to Europe for the re-cslabhshmcnt of my health and I request the 
favour of your obtaining for me the permission of Government to 
embark on board the General Hewett f 

Calcutta I have &c 

78 Certificate of tho Accountant General re: Claims against Mr. DIgby. 
<16 January, 1815). 

This is to certify that on reference to the General Books of this 
Presidency to the 30th April 1812, 13 I do not find that there are any 
pecuniary claims exhibited therein against John Digby, Esqr, a Senior 
Merchant in the Honble Company’s Service,! 

79. Letter from the Chief Secretary to Mr. Digby Informing of tho permission 
granted to him to proceed to England. With Order. (17 January, 1815). 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of two letters Prom you 
dated the 9th and 1 3th Instant together with the Medical Certificate 
mentioned to accompany the latter, and to acquaint you that the 
Honorable the Vice President in Council has been pleased to comply 
with your application for permission to proceed to England on board 
of the General Hewett, for the re-estabhshment of your health The 
necessary orders will be issued to the Commander of the ship to 
receive you on board. § 

Order 

Ordered that a copy of the foregoing letters from Mr J Digby, 
who has obtained the permission of Government to proceed to England 

* Revenue Dept , O C 20 January, 1815, No 7 

t Revenue Dept , O C 20 January, 1815, No 8 

i Revenue Dept , O C 20 January, 1815, No 10 

§ Revenue Dept , O C 20 January, 1815, No lOA 
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on board of the General Hewett for the re-e«tabl:«hinent of hia health, 
be fcnl to the Public Department, that the necessary orders may thence 
be issued to the Co mman der of the above mentioned ship for receiving 
Mr Digby on board 

8D. Extract Of a litter from the Qovemor Qeneral In Oetmolt to tN Court of 
Directors rei Mr J Digby (7 Ootobor 1618) 

Par 117 Mr J Digby late Collector of 
Rungpore and Mr A G Tod 
late Collector of Government 
Customs at Hooghly have resign- 
ed the service of tne Honorable 
® Company and proceeded to 

Europe We beg leave to recom 
mend that these Gentlemen be 
restored to the service should they 
make the necessary application 
withm the prescribe penod * 

81 Letter from ttie CollMtor of Midnspors to the Ssorstery Board of 
Rerenue rei a petition from Govlndpenaud Roy (10 January itii) 

Sir 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th Instant 
forwarding for my report copy of a pebtion from Goyindpersaud Roy 

1 beg leave to refer the Board to my letter to you xmder date the 
llch September last detaihog the reasons /or which measures were 
adopted to bring to sale the property of Jugmohun Roy the father of 
the Pebboner 

The Kistbundy executed by Jugmohun Roy copy -of which I en 
close IS for the payment of Sa Rs 3 358 m monthly mstahnenta of 
Sa Rs 150 — no part of this demand has been discharged by the 
Defaulter previous to his death 

Exclusive of the statement of Ejects belonging to the Estate 
of the deceased transmitted m my letter above referred to I 
have received from the Acbng CoDector of Bordwim a statement of 
addibonal property appertammg to the same Estate now m the posses- 
sion of the pebboner — copies and tranalabon of thi^ statement I beg 
to enclose 

6houId the pebboner be disposed to execute Engagements for the 
liquidabon of the demand wfuch Government has against his father s 
Estate on the terms of the original Kistbundee I would take the liberty 
to suggest that an arrangement to the Effect be concluded with him in 
considerabon of the arcumstances of the pebboner who I understand 
has no means of subsistence but what he derives from the Enjoyment 
of the property m quesbon 

* CeaenJ Letter* to tlic Comt of Dliccten (Rvmntd). 7 October 1015 
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If this suggestion meet the Boards approval — the lands and other 
property of the petitioner should, I imagine, be held m mortgage m 
satisfaction for the payment of the demand.^ 

82. Enolosuro from tlio Collector of Midnaporo containing a statement of 
Lands &c. divided In equal half shares between Jiigmohun Roy and Rammohun 
Roy. (19 January, 1818) 


Sree Sree Kisno 
Year 1224. 


a 


HD 0) 

<u o 
na CO ^ 

(U 

o 

Sq 


& 


List of Lands and properly situated in x x x m the posses- 
sion of his son Govindpersaud Roy as follows translated from an account 
transmitted from the Collector of Burdwan f 


Pergunnalra 

Nomes of the villages 
in which the grounds 
arc situated 

Number of 
Biggahs for 
Pady grounds 

Tanks 

Total 



i Bigh 

Cot 

I 

Bigh 

Cot 

Bigh 

Cot 

Jahanabnd . • 

Kissenuggar 

17 

• 


a a a 

17 


Do . 

Do 

« * 


2 

aaa 

2 

aaa 

Do 

Goopeynauthpore 

2 


t 

a a a 

2 


Do 

Drumpore 

6 

14 

a 

a a 

6 

14 


! 

25 

14 

2 

a 

27 

14 

Boyrah 

i Radabellebpore ... 

6 

• 

a 

a 

6 

a a 

Bhoorsoot 

Nawoosur ...! 

9 

• • • 

• •• 

aat 

9 


Do 

Catiadul 

6 

• » • 



6 

aaa 

j 

1 

21 

14 

2 

21 



46 

14 

2 

a a 

48 

14 

Chatewah 

Sanmaut 

11 

3 

a 

aaa 

II 

3 

Do 

Coolnairah 

20 

» 

a a 


20 

a 

Do 

Dhurmah 

5 


a 

a 

5 

aaa 

Do 

Khankhanah Chuck . 

II 

• • a 



11 

aaa 

Do 

Luckencoondoo 

10 

3 

a 


10 

3 

Do «. 

Gopalpore «. 

5 

12 


a 

5 

r? 12 

Do 

Wooday Chuck 

2 

> • 

aa* 


2 

a a 

Do 

Cowlenpore .. 

6 

• 

a 


6 


Do ... 

Hubbibpore 








Gardenground 

60 

• 

a a a 

a 

60 




170 

18 

2 

aaa 

130 

18 



177 

12 

2 

178 


* Board of Revenue, O C 27 January, 1818, No 32/33 
t Board of Revenue, OC 27 January, 1818, Separate No 1 

















RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 




Sree Sree Raura ^0 

Year 1224 

Ljat of the Pady ground. Dwelling Houses Tanks (?) and Garden 
ficc which divided into two Equal half and half share between Juggo- 
mobun Roy (Deceased) and Rammohun Roy as foDows 

Corla^dpoMod H 07 ou of the hoUen 
the poeecMlon of an half there )>etoQ 0 
Ins hit lather luOTomohon R 07 
Dcceated one of the haJi tharert tn the 
following Eatate & Effeett <!bc 


Goofopertaud R 07 one of the boidort 
the poteeatloo of one half share belong 
ing to Rammohun Roy oQo oftbobuf 
tbaren Jn the following Estate and 
Efiecls ^ 


Dwelling Houses conslstlog by *) 

Bigmhs 


Bigahs 

Bigahs 

estimation i 

16 (E)ivlded) 

0 

B 


70 

Ditto 

35 

35 

A Garden coyer ed with Mangoe Trees 

too 

Ditto 

50 

50 


tflgmh 


Lottahs 

Llettahs 

House conslstlntf X 

1 

Ditto 

10 

10 




Dlgahs 

Bigahs 

Ditto 

10 

Ditto 

9 

9 

Trees 

200 

Ditto 

100 

100 

X HsJl eroeted X 

700 

Ditto 

350 

350 

contbllng X 





X X 

I 

Ditto 

6 annas 

0 annas 

Hoosa X earth X 

long and 0 cobits Breadth »• 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

A Hoose CTOcted and built lU wall with 
Bricks and corered wUh straw lhach 

13 cubits long A 6 Breadth X 

- Divided 

annas share 

0 

annas share 
0 

to the west aide X 





House Ditto 30 cubits long and X 

breadth Is X to the south 

side X X : 

House made and built with wood 

• Ditto 

' Ditto 


Do 

Do 

Do 

E3o 

covered with straw Ac X X 

cubits long A 0 Breadth X X 





A Brick boUt Durrorah 

Ditto 


Do 

Do 

X Built House using for things 

&ca X cubits long and X 

Do 


Do 

Do 




A X X Brick Hoose loc 

■ Do 


Do 

Do 

kitchen 35 ceblts long and X 





A X roomed Brick X wiUi 

- Do 


Do 

Do 

S X 30 cubits kng and X 





A npperrtwtned Brick House contained 
with 6 rooms for wocpen_ X 

1- Do 


Do 

Do 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 45 


'X House to the X thereof 1 

26 cubits long and Breadth 6 

- Do 

Do 

Do 

J 

Brick wall X House X 1 

cubits long and Breadth X ... j 

J 

A House erected and built its wall with 
Bricks and covered it with straw 1 
thach for cook room 22 cubits long j 
and breadth 6 . . . J 

r Do 

1 

Do 

Do 

1 

[- Do 

1 

Do 

Do 

A House contained with 4 Brick Rooms "] 
covered with straw thach 25 cubits 
long and Breadth 20 ... J 

Do 

Do 

Do 



o 

(Signed) 

Ram Doyal Gossain 
Bussoodeb Ghose, 
Ramjoy Ghose, ill 


List of the Estate and Effects belonging to Jugmohun Roy 
(Deceased) in Nangurpara in the Pergannah Boyrah x 13th Choyet 


An upperroomed X 
with 3 Rooms X 


Bnck House 
X 


A X X House for X 
20 cubits long and Breadth 5 


A X XX 

wall covered with straw thach 


A Tank situated being and dug down to 
the west of a Garden of Groodoss Roy 
and to the east of the women’s apart- 
ment 

Ten cocoanut trees to the west side of 
the said Tank 

A piece of ground situated lying and 
being to the North side of the X 
aforesaid 

A straw House 20 cubits long and 
Breadth 6 

A Brick built lowerroomed Broken Hall 
16 cubits long and Breadth 12 

A Cook Room erected its wall with Bricks 
and covered with straw thatch consist- 
ing 22 cubits long and Breadth 6 

An Autchallah House 25 cubits long and 
Breadth 20 


This House situated X X stood 
up in a X or charity ground 
consisting 2 cottahs 

This House situated X stood 
up in a charity ground consisting 
half estate 

This House situated X stood 
upon a charity ground consisting of 
I cottah 


This Tank is dug down in a 
charity ground consisting 25 Bigahs 


iO Trees 


I 

J 

^ 2 Biggahs 

J o 

U An half share of this is belong- 

j ing to Jugmohun Roy (Deceased) 

I* Ditto 

^ Ditto 

J 

1- Ditto 


7 
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Sree Sree Kirao 
Year 1224 


G 


■0 X X X y 





JcScS : 


Ljrt of the E»tate and effects helongmg to Jugmohun Roy Deceas- 
ed on account of an eight annas or half share m Mouzah Nangoorparah 
in the Pergunnah Boyrah 30 Srabun 1224 


CoTXtistiag tha grotmd ] 6 BlnKal 7 lag and being In Dwell 
tng Hcxiae an half abare ox tbe aama 

70 coetratU Tree* an half the aama 
100 Mangoe Tree* Ditto 
I Tanb c oTcted wlib Water Ditto Ditto 
Another Ditto Ditto 


6 Blgaba 

35 Trcea 
50 Ditto 

S annaa ahai 

8 Ditto 


Anotbar Ditto Dng down in tb ground IS 0 gab • I 

— baifabare • a i 9 Bjgaba 


200 Palmer Tree* half of tb&m 100 Traeo 

A Brick Wall 700 cnblta an balf abaro 350 cnblta 


I Bjtnckkbanab Hotiae tba balf abare of tbe aama 
I Dnrrozab Hooae 25 cubiti long and Breadlb 6 half ot It 
T Hottae 13 cubita long and Breadth 10 half of tbe aama 

I Brtnckkbanab Hortaa 30 enblta long and Draaultb 
6 naif abare 

1 Nolmondoer 20 cubita long and Breadth B 
I Brick built Dmrosah 13 cubita long and Breadth 5 
I Brick built l o werro o caed Houaa 9 cubita Icmg and Breadth 6 


0 annaa ah re 
8 annaa abaie 

5 annaa share 

8 share 

6 Ditto 
fi Ditto 
8 Ditto 


1 Brick built Cook Room 25 cubit* long and Breadlb 6 an\ - 
balf abare of tbe aame | 


^ A Hall with two Room* 30 cubit* long and Breadth X an 
half abaie X , ^ 

An upperroomed Brick built Hottae with 6 Room* 35 cubita 
long and Bieadtb 10 an balf diare of It 


6 annaa Ditto 
S annaa Ditto 


True Translabon 
(Sd ) A Campbell 
CoHr 
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83. Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Wlfdndpore re: 
Govmdpersaud Roy’s affairs, (27 January, I 8 I 8 ). 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 19th Instant and to acquaint you that under all the 
circumstances of the case, and as it would appear that the property 
left by the late Jugmohun Roy is at present contested m the Court of 
Justice, the Board do not conceive that any coercive measures shall be 
adopted to enforce the payment of a balance which has been so long 
due, they have accordingly been pleased to authorize the petitioner to 
pay the balance in ten years by instalments 

A copy of the Petitioners engagements is herewith otransmitted to 
you and you will receive the instalments as they may become due 

84. Letter from the Collector, of Midnapore to the Board of Revenue, re. 
the sale of Govmdpersaud Roy’s lands for arrears due to Government. (23 
February, 1820). 

Sir, 

With reference to the Boards instruction^ to the late Collector under 
date the 27th January 1818, accompanied by engagements on the part 
of Govmdpersaud Roy son of Jugmohun Roy Deceased late Talookdar 
of Hurreerampore Pergunnah Chitwa to pay the Balance due from his 
Father’s Estate in ten years by instalments, 1 beg leave to state for their 
mformation that the year 1225 B S having elapsed wihout his taking 
any steps for the payment of the instalment due for that period amount- 
ing to Sa Rs 335 or shewing the slightest attention to the requisition 
issued by me to that effect, I transmitted a Roobakaree on the 27th of 
January last to the Collector of Burdwan calling upon him to furnish 
me v^rith a statement of such part of the Property of Govmdpersaud Roy 
m that District as it might be expedient to dispose of for the recovery 
of the Instalment 

2d That statement I have now the honor to submit, and request 
the Board will be pleased to issue the necessary instructions to the 
Collector of Burdwan for the sale of the Lands therein specified f 

85. Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Burdwan on the 

above matter (29 February, 1820). o 

Sir, 

I am directed to transmit to you the annexed copy of a letter from 
the Collector of Midnapore and to communicate the Board’s desire that 
you will submit a regular Lotbundy of the property of Govmdpersaud 

* Board of Revenue, O C 27 January, 1818, No 34 

f Board of Revenue, O C 29 February, 1820, No 25 
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Roy aUuaed to m it, tint it moy be brought to «alo for the recovery of 
the «utn demandable from that person under his engagement * 

8#. Letter from Uii CoIIeotor of Buntwi to tb# secreUry Board of Revtnut, 
rei Qovlndperuud Royi affain (31 Han* i«ao) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledige the receipt of your Letter of the 
29th February laef and beg leave to enclose a Statement of Laetcrage 
Lands of Govmdpersaud Roy for the UgindatiDn of arrcaia of Revenue 
due from him to Government m Zdlah Midnapore which I would pro- 
pose to expose for sale at my Oitcheny on Thursday the 18th May or 
6th joyte neat -f- 

8T Statement of the UokeraJ landt belonging to QovhMlpemud Rpy pro- 
posed to be sotd (Ji Marefi tsto) 

Statement of Laclceraje lands of Govmdpersaud Roy the heir of 
Jugmohim Roy late Propnetor of Humrampore m Purgh Chettooah 
proposed to be sold for the recovery of Arrears of Revenue due from 
him to Government to the end of 1223 B3 t 


Lot 

1 Name* of 

VjUge* 1 b , 

1 wKica the 

1 ekerafo 
' ituated 

Ntmea of 
ZomLoderee 
Porfreomah 
or other lo««l 
drrlatoQ 

Naznea of 
Propileiora i 
of L ekerage 
laoda ^ 

I Nehoe of 
|Lackera[ge lande 

Supposed 
Qaantity of 
LackeraBO 
lAada 

Afiwimt tor 
which tho 
lap da are 
propoaed for 

1 ' 

1 

1 

Jehsnabad 

1 1 

, 1 

1 1 

! 

1 

Goriodper 
•aod Roy 
the b*lr oi 
fugmohun 
Ror 

I 3a id to )}« 

1 Bermotiir , 

1 Oecopied by 
Ludehon 
MoUl k 

Do Sibram 
Noahagl* 

Do KU*en 
Coond 

Do Rampervad 
Sal 

Do Bydeiuat 
Kabar cstUainlng 
' m Unk 

B C C 

1 

B 

5 

r 

3 

2 

335 


Remarks 

Tfris statement is made out from 
the Papers which was delivered by 
^ the Gomastah of the Village to the 

Peon who was deputed from this 
Culcherry to ascertain the default 
ers Property 

Burdwan 3Ist March 1620 
Errors Excepted 

(Sd) nf 

Bovd of Ramno O C. 29 Febnmjv ]820 No. 26 
+ Bo^rd of ReT.no* O C ApilL 1820 No 13 
t Bo*rd of Reremi* O C 14 April 1820 3ep*i»rt No 2. 
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88. Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Midnapore re: 
Govindpersaud Roy’s affairs. (14 April, 1820) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd 
of February last with its enclosure and to acqueunt you that the Collr 
of Burdwan has been furnished with final instructions to bring to sale 
the property of Govindpersaud Roy on Monday the 18th proxo , you 
will of course advise him should the amount be previously paid into 
your Treasury 

89. Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Colleotor of Burdwan re: the 

sale of Govindpersaud Roy’s lands. (14 April, 1820). ^ 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 3 1 st 
ultimo and to acquaint you that approving of the proposed sale of the 
rights and interests of Govindpersaud Roy in the lakheraj lands exhibit- 
ed m the statement submitted with it, authorize your issuing advertise- 
ments notifying that they will be disposed of at your kucherry on 
Thursday the 18th proxo or 6th of Joyte next, and they authorize you 
to proceed to the actual sale unless the sum to be recovered be 
previously discharged f 

90. Letter from the Collector of Midnapore to the Board of Revenue re: arrears 
due from Govindpersaud Roy and Sale of his property. (27 December, 1821). 

Sir, 

With reference to the Board’s instructions to the late Collector 
under date 27th January 1818 accompanied by engagements on the 
part of Govindpersaud Roy son of Jugmohun Roy deceased late 
Talookdar of Hurreerampore Pergunnah Chetwa to pay the Balance 
due from his Father’s Estate in ten years by instalments, I beg leave 
to state for their information that the years 1226 and 1227 B S have 
elapsed without his taking any steps for the payment of the instalments 
due for that period amounting to Sa Rs 670 oi shewing the slightest 
attention to the Perwannah issued by me to that effect on the Mth 
May last. 

I have therefore to request the Board will be pleased to issue^ the 
necessary instructions to the Collector of Burdwan for the sale of his 
property for the recovery of the amount due J 


* Board of Revenue, O C 14 April, 1820 No 14 
t Board of Revenue, O C 14 April, 1820, No 14 
I Board of Revenue OC 17 May, 1822, No 9A 
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ffl L«tt«r from the Boird of Rownu# to th» AoUnB Mluior of Burtiwnn 
aahlng for •zplanatlon of the oaun of delay Jn oonfortnlng to their orden rei 
the uli of Gofindperuud Roy i (andt «i January I8I2) 

Sir 

The Board of Revenue having remarked that no anawer haa aa yet 
been fumiahed to their orders of the Mth April 1820 authonxmg the sale 
of the nghta and mtereata of Govindpersaud Roy I am directed to deaire 
that you Will supply the omission and furnish an explanation of the cause 
of the delay that haa occurred 

2d You are further desired to prepare a statement of the Lands 
belongmg to ^^vindpershaud Roy for sale for the recovery of the 
arrears due to Government m 7tttnh Midnapore * 

K Reply from tht Oollootor of Ourdwan (Mr J DIgby) to ths Board 1 alwva 
latter (18 March 1821) 

Sit 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under 
date the 22d January last calling upon me to explain the cause of the 
delay which has occurred m replying to the Board s Orders of the Mth 
April 1820 I beg leave to acquaint yqu for the mformabon of the 
Board that the sum of Sicca Rupees 335 which Was due to Government 
from Govindpersaud Roy on account of Kis failure in the payment of 
instalments for the year 1225 having been paid by him into my 
Treasury a draft for the above amount was tranamitted to the Collector 
of Midnapore under dale the 3d July 1820 Consequently my pre 
decessor bad not repbed to it 

In answer to the 2d Paragraph 1 further beg leave to inform you 
that the arrears not being there stated in your letter 1 have transmitted 
a Roobuckarry to the Collector of Midnapore requesting him to 
transmit to me a statement of the amount of arrears due to Government 
for what years that I might be enabled to prepare the Lotbundy f 
63 . Mr DIgby'* lettsr to tnt Board of Revsnue irantmlttlng a itstemertt of 
tbs property of Goslndporssud Boy proposed to b# soid With Enclcaur# 

(# May, 18 «) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3d ilnstant and to transmit to you a statement m the Elnglish Persian 
and Bengal Languages of the property of GavmdpeToaud Roy which I 
would recommend being sold at this Oitchery on Thursday the 13th 
Juno 1822 corresponding With the 32d Jeyte next for the recovery of the 
arrears of Reve due from him to Government for 1226 & 27 B3 in the 
District of Midnapore t 

* Board of Rerecos O C. 22 Jsmuiy 1822, No 5 

t Board of Revemif O C. 17 Mmy 1622. So 7 

; Board of Rcrcooe O C 17 May 1622, No 8 
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Bardwmn fith Mty ]fi22 
Error* Excepted 
(Sd) JOHN DIGfiY CoUj 
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94. Letter from the Board of Revenue to the Collector of Burdwan re; 
balances due from Govmdpersaud Roy. (17 May, 1822). 

Sir, 

With reference to your letters of the 18th March and 8th Instant, 

I am directed to acquaint you that the Collector of Midnapore has been 

directed to furnish you with a statement of the balances due from 

Govmdpersaud Roy in addition to the one enclosed in your letter of 

the 8th for the whole of the amount due to the present date ^ 

o 

95. Mr. Digby's letter to the Board of Revenue re: the sale of Govmd- 
persaud Rpy’s lands. (28 September, 1822). 

Sir, 

Having been informed that the landed property of Govmdpersaud 
Roy which was advertised for sale on 13th June according to the ordeis 
of the Board under date the 22 January last, appertains to the District 
of Hooghly, I deem it proper to bring this circumstance to the notice of 
the Board and beg the favor of your apprizing me of the resolution of 
the Board as to the propriety of my proceeding to the sale of the land 
m question or referring it to the Collector of Hooghly f 

96. Board's Reply to the above letter. (16 October, 1822). 

Sir, 

J am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th 
Ultimo emd to acquaint you that the sale should be conducted at the 
Cutcherry of the Distnct m which the lands are situated, and applica- 
tion should accordingly be made to the Collector of Hooghly who 
should be requested to submit a statement of Rent free Lands be 
longing to Govmdpersaud Roy for sale J 

97. Letter from the Colleotor of Hooghly to the Board of Revenue in- 
forming of the payment made by Govindpersaud Roy. (6 May, 1825). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that Govind Persaud Roy son of 
Juggomohun Roy deceased, whose landed property was advertized for 
sale at this office on the 28th Ultimo for the recovery of the aiflount 
arrears of Revenue alluded to m the Lotbundee forwarded to the Board 
with my letter of the 15th March and approved on the 29th has paid 
the amount covered by decree Rupees 335 due to Government pre- 
vious to the day of sale 

The necessary communication has been made to the Collector of 
Zillah Midnapore on the above subject.§ 

* Board of Revenue, O C 17 May, 1822, No 9 
t Board of Revenue, O C 15 October, 1822, No 17 
i Board of Revenue, O C 15 October, 1822, No 18 
^ Board of Revenue, Procgs , 10 May, 1825, No 25 
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PART TWO 

SELECTED RECORDS OF CASES AGAINST 
RAMMOHUN ROY IN THE SUPREME COURT OF 

JUDICATURE 




98 Bill Of Complaint of Govindpersaud Roy (Filed 23 June, 1817.) 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE AT FORT WILLIAM 

IN BENGAL 


In Equity 

Govindpersaud Roy only son heir and 
legal personal represelitative of Juggo- 
mohun Roy Deceased Complainant 

And 

Rammohun Roy . . Defendant 

To The Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East 
Knight Chief Justice and his Companions 
Justices of the same Court 


Humbly complaining sheweth unto your Lordships Your Orator 
Govindpersaud Roy of Calcutta Inhabitant an Hindoo only son heir and 
legal personal Representative of Juggomohun Roy an Hindoo deceased 
that Ramcaunt Roy the Grandfather of your Orator who was also an 
Hindoo and resided in his life time at Nangoorparrah Kissenagore m 
the Pergunnah of Bagrah in the district of Burdwan in the Province of 
Bengal had in his life time three Wives by the eldest of whom named 
Subboodarah Daby long since dead the said Ramcaunt Roy had no 
children but by his second Wife named Tarryney Dabey he had two 
sons neunely Juggomohun Roy your Orator’s said Father his eldest son, 
Rammohun Roy the Defendant hereinafter named who is an Inhabi- 
tant of Calcutta and a person therefore subject to the Jurisdiction of 
this Honorable Court, his second son And your Orator further sheweth 
that the said Ramcaunt Roy had by his third and youngest wife named 
Rammoney Dabey one son called Ramlochun Roy who was the third 
and youngest of his sons And your Orator further sheweth that the said 
Ramcaunt Roy wets m his life time seized and possessed of a consider- 
able Estate immoveable and moveable or real and personal and that 
on or about the Nineteenth day of Augrun in the Bengal year twelve 
hundred and three answering to the first day of December in the year of 
Christ One thousand seven hundred and Ninety six the said Ramcaunt 
Roy did by a certain Instrument m wnting in the Bengal Language and 
character a true translation of which is hereunto annexed marked with 
the Letter A divide and allot among his three sons the said Juggomohun 

The records "of this case are preserved in the Old Records Dept, of the 
Calcutta High Court (Original Side) Case (Old Equity) 
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Roy Ram mohun Roy and Ramlochim Roy a ccrtam part of hi* un 
moveable or real estate as menboned m the said Instrument in wnbng 
and of which shares po respeebvely allotted the said Joggomohun Roy 
Ramanohun Roy and Ramlochim Roy VespecUvely took (possession 
under and by virtue of the said Instrument of Parbbon And your Orator 
further pheweth that the said Ramlochun Roy separated himself from 
the said family and went and lived apart and dmded from the said 
family but tha^tbe said Ramcaunt Roy and his said two sons the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohim Roy immediately or shortly after the 
said Parbbon re-united and lived together as an Hindoo family and be 
came agam and were joint and undivided m food property and m all 
other respects unbl the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy which happen 
cd on or about the month of Joystce in the Bengal year twelve himdred 
and ton answemig to the months of May and June m the year of Chnst 
One thousand eight hundred and three and that the said Juggomohun 
F^y and Rpmmobun Roy contmued to hve together and to form an un 
divided Hmdoo family from the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy unbl 
the death of the said Juggomohun Roy which happened m or about the 
month of Qiaite m the Bengal year twelve hundred and eighteen 
answering to parts of the months of March Apnl m the year of 
Chnst One thousand eight hundred and twelve the said Juggomohun 
Roy leaving him su rviv ing your Orator hip only son heir and legal per 
sonal Representative and as such according to the Laws Usages and 
Customs of the Hindoos enfatled to the whole of his Estate immoveable 
and moveable or real and personal And your Orator further sheweth 
that after the making of the Parbbon and allotment hereinbefore men- 
boned the said Ramcaunt Roy purchased with the jomt momes and 
funds of himself and the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohim Roy 
but m the name of a confidenbal servant named Gungadhur Chose but 
for the jomt benefit of himself and the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Rammohun Roy a certam Talook called or known by the name of 
Go^ndpore situate and being m the Pergunnah of Jahanbad m the 
Zillah of Buidwan aforesaid and m the name of his nephew one Ram- 
tonoo Roy but also With the said jomt momes and for the joint benefit of 
hiTOielf and the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy a certain 
other Talook called or known by the name of Rammesserpore situate 
and being m the Pergunnah of Chunderconnah m the same Zillah And 
your Orator further sheweth that havmg so purchased the said tiro 
several Talooks at a public Sale of Government sold for arrears of 
Revenue m the names of the said Gungadhur Ghose and Ramtonoo 
Roy he caused the same Gungadhin Ghose and Ramtonoo Roy to 
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execute Bills of Sale thereof to the said Rammohun Roy but m trust 
for and for the ]oint benefit of himself the said Ramcaunt Roy and the 
said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy jointly and also caused the 
said two several Talooks to be transferred in the Books of the said 
Collector into the name of the said Rammohun Roy And your Orator 
further sheweth jthat the smd Ramcaunt Roy having purchased m 
manner hereinbefore mentioned the said two several Talooks called 
Govindpore and Rammesserpore he the said Ramcaunt Roy caused 
Bills of Sale thereof to be executed by the said Rammohu^ Roy to one 
Rajiblochun Roy and that the said two several Talooks were transferred 
in the Books of the Collector of Burdwan into the name of the said 
Rajiblochun Roy the said two several last mentioned conveyances and 
transfers were successively made by the directions of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and in trust for himself and the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram^ 
mohun Roy as aforesaid And your Orator further sheweth that the said 
two several Talooks called Govindpore and Rammesserpore were and 
continued to be j'oint Property of the said Ramcaunt Roy and the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy from the time of the purchase 
thereof at the Government Sale as aforesaid until and at the time of 
the death of the seud Ramcaunt Roy which happened as aforesaid the 
said Ramcaunt Roy leaving him surviving two widows named Tarreney 
Daby and Rammoney Daby who are still alive but are not Inhabitants 
nor IS either of them an Inhabitant of Calcutta or in any manner sub- 
ject to the Jurisdiction of this Honourable Court, x x x the 
said Juggomohun Roy your Orator’s said father the said Rammohun Roy 
and the said Ramlochun Roy but that the said Ramlochun Roy never 
having re-united with the said family was not entitled to emy part of the 
said joint Estate but that the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun 
Roy became and were at the death of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy ei^titled to the whole of the Estate immoveable and moveable or 
real and personal of which the said Ramcaunt Roy was so jointly with 
them seized and possessed of or entitled to at the time of his death as 
aforesaid including the said two several Talooks of Govindpore and 
Rammesserpore then held in the name of the said Rajiblochun Roy in 
trust as aforesaid And your Orator further sheweth that the said Ram- 
lochun Roy the third and youngest son of the said Ramcaunt Roy died 
in or about the month of Pous in the Bengal year twelve hundred and 
sixteen answering to parts of the months of December in the year of 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and nine and of January in the year 
of Christ one thousand eight hundred and ten the said Ramlochun Roy 
leaving him surviving a widow named Lobunggoluttah Daby and one 
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son only naroed Hurgovmd Roy Kis sole heir and legal piersonal Re- 
presentabve and that the said Hurgovind Roy died m or about the 
month of Bhadcr m the Bengal year twelve hundred and twenty one 
answering to parts of the month of August and Scptemher in the year of 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and fourteen leaving no issue him 
surviving but leaving a vndow named Hursoondary Dabcy and his 
said mother named Luhbungoluttah Daby and that the said Hui 
soondury Daby and Lubbungoluttah Dabey are not Inhabitants nor is 
either of them an Inhabitant of Calcutta or in any manner subjett to 
the Jurisdiction of this Honourable Court And your Orator finthcr 
sheweth that upon the death ot the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggo 
mohun Roy and Rammohun Roy became and were jomdy of the whole 
of the said Estate immoveable or real and moveable or personal 
the said immoveahlc or real Estate comprising amongt other particulars 
the said Talooks of Govmdpore and RarDmtsscrpore the said two 
Talooks yieldmg together after payment of the Revenue to Government 
an annual mcome or Pro&t to the Zemindar of fifteen thousand Rupees 
or thereabouts And your Orator further sheweth that shortly after the 
death of the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram 
mohun Roy caused the said two several Talooks to be transferred m 
the Books of the said Collector into the name of one Groo [)os8 
Muckerjee a grandson by a Daughter of the said Ramcaunt Roy m 
trust for the jomt use and benefit of the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Rammohun Roy And your Orator further sheweth that the said Ram 
caunt Roy had lent out of the said jomt funds large sums of money 
to difierent persons which remained doe and owing at the time of hia 
death and that the said Rammohun Roy after the death of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy recovered end got m several of such debts and that m 
particular the said Rwmmn hun Roy received payment from the 
Honorable Andrew Ramsay commercial Resident at Jungipore of a 
debt due by the said Andrew Ramsay for momes which had been 
lent and advanced to him by the paid Ramcaunt Roy out of the said 
joi^t funds amountmg to Sicca Rupees eleven thousand besides hitcrest 
and also of another debt m like manner due by Thomas Woodforde 
formerly acting Collector of Dacca amountmg to Sicca Rupees snt 
thousand besides Interest And your Orator further sheweth that after the 
death of the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram 
mohun Roy purchased out of their jomt funds the Ljuids and Talooks 
hereinafter mentioned (that is to say) a certain Putteney Talook called 
Kisscnagore situate ra Pergunuah Jahanabad m the Zillah of Bordwan 
aforesaid purchased m the name of the said Rafiblochun Roy but in 
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trust for the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy which said 
last mentioned talook is of the value of Sicca Rupees forty thousand 
or thereabouts, a certain other Putteney Talook called Beerloak situate 
in Pergunnah Jahanabad and Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid which was 
also purchased in the narpe of the said Rajiblochun Roy in trust for 
the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy and which said last 
mentioned Talook I's of the value of Sicca Rupees sixty thousand or there- 
abouts, a certain other Putteney Talook called Nangulparrah situate' 
m the Pergunnah of Boyrah in the zillah of Burdwan eifmesaid which 
was purchased m the name of the said Ramlochun Roy the third son 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy in trust for the said Juggomohun Roy 
and Rammohun Roy And your Orator further sheweth that the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy laid out considerable sums of 
money belonging to the said joint funds in the making a certain piece 
of ground into a garden which belonged to the said joint Elstate consist- 
ing of sixteen Biggahs of ground or thereabouts situate at Raghunath- 
pore in Pergunnah Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid and 
in the construcbng a certain House thereon and which said House and 
Garden are now of the value of Sicca Rupees nine thousand or there- 
abouts And your Orator further sheweth that the said Juggomohup 
Roy and Rammohun Roy also purchased several pieces or parcels 
of Rent free or Bremutter Ground situate at Kissenagore and in the 
Pergunnah Jahanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid containing 
about three hundred Biggahs and of the value of Sicca Rupees six 
thousand or thereabouts together with a certain other Putteney Talook 
called Serampore in Pergunnah Boorsut m the Zillah of Burdwan afore- 
said of the value of Sicca Rupees five thousand or thereabouts And 
your Qratar further sheweth that the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram- 
mohun Roy were m the life time of the said Juggomohun Roy seized 
and possessed to them and their Heirs for ever as Tenants in common 
according to the Laws and Usages of the Hindoos as well of and m 
the said several Lands and Talooks and Premises which had been so 
purchased by them out of their joint fimds as aforesaid as of anc^ in 
the said two several Talooks called Govmdpore and Rammesserpore in 
the Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid which had been so purchased in the 
life time of the said Ramcaunt Roy as aforesaid And your Orator 
further sheweth that the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy 
by the Profits of the said Talooks and otherwise greatly encreased their 
joint personal Estate and that the same at the death of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy which happened as aforesaid amounted to five lacks of 
Sicca Rupees or some other very great amount including the sum of 
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S:cca Rupee# eighty thousand in ready money of all which personal 
Estate consisbng of ready money a# aforesaid Public Secunbes of 
the Government of Bengal Secunbe# of Individuals Jewels Gold and 
silver ornaments and Plate household furniture and other effects the 
said Rainmohun Roy possessed himself as well as of all and singular 
the said jomt immoveable or real Estate m trust for himself and youi 
Orator who was then an Infant of the age of fifteen years or there- 
abouts and the said Rammohun Roy also piossessed himself and has 
since kept and is sbll in possession of nil the Pottahs bde deeds rduni 
ments Books Accounts and Papers belonging to the said Estate im 
moveable or real and moveable or personal And your Orator further 
sheweth that the said Rammohun Roy shortly after the death of the 
said Juggomohun Roy purchased with the jomt funds of your Orator 
and the said Rammohun Roy and for their joint use and benefit a 
certam Upperroomed House and Ground thereunto bclongmg situate 
at Chowrmghee m the Town of Calcutta of the value of Sicca Rupees 
twenty thousand or thereabouts and also an Uppierroomed Garden 
House situate at Simlah in the Town of Calcutta of the value of Sicca 
Riipec# thirteen thousand ot thereabouts And your Orator further 
Sheweth that after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy your Orator 
continued to live with the said Rammohun Roy as an undivided Hindoo 
family at the family House at Nangulparrah m the zillah of Burdwan 
aforesaid unbl the sixteenth day of Maug m the Bengalee year twelve 
hundred and twenty three answering to parts of the months of January 
and February in the year of Qmst one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen And your Orator further sheweth that at or about the bme 
last aforesaid your Orator discovered that the said Rammohun Roy 
was seeking to injure and defraud your Orator and to depnve him of 
hia joint rights to his one moiety or half of the said jomt Estate and 
that with that view the said Rammohun Roy had appbed to and obtain 
ed from the said Gioo Doss Muckerjec a Bill of Sale or Conveyance of 
the said Talooks of Govindporo and Rammesserpore and had got the 
eaijje transferred into his own name m the Books of the said Collector 
of Zillah Burdwan And your Orator further sheweth that having dis 
covered that the said Rammohun Roy was also seeking to defraud your 
Orator of his share of the said jomt personal Elatate your Orator applied 
to the said Ramniphun Roy to come to a Parbbon with your Orator of 
the said joint immoveable or real Estate and also to come to an 
account with your Orator touchmg the said joint moveable or personal 
Estate and to pay to your Orator whatever upon such account being 
taken shall be found justly due and owing from him to your Orator in 
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respect thereof with which reasonable applications your Orator well 
hoped that the said Rammohun Roy would have complied as in 
Justice and Equity he ought to have done But now so it is may it 
please your Lordships that the said Rammohun Roy coipbining and 
confederating himself to and with divers other persons to your Orator 
imknown whose names when discovered your Orator prays may be 
inserted in this his Bill of Complaint with apt words to charge them as 
Parties thereto and contriving how to enjure and oppress your Orator 
in the premises positively refuses to comply with such your Orators 
reasonable applicahons all which Actings and Doings® of the said 
Rammohun Roy and his confederates are contrary to equity and good 
Conscience and tend to the manifest Injury and Oppression of your 
Orator m the preimses In tender consideration whereof and for as 
such as your Orator is remediless m the premises save in a Court of 
Equity where matters of this kind are most properly cognizable and 
relievable To the end therefore that the said Rammohun Roy and his 
confederates when discovered may upon their corporal Oaths full true 
and perfect answer make to all and singular the premises and that as 
fully and particularly as if the same were here again repeated and they 
interrogated thereto and that the said Rammohun Roy may answer and 
set forth whether all and singular the matters and things hereinbefore 
stated and charged are not true as they are hereinbefore stated and 
charged atid if not m what respects or particulars they or any of them 
vary or differ from the truth and that the said Rammohun Roy may set 
forth a full true and particular account and description of the said real 
Estate and of the value thereof and of every particular thereof and 
also a full true and particular account of the said personal Estate, as 
the same was at the time of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy, 
and as the same now is, and of what hath come to the hands possession 
or Power of the said Rammohun Roy or of any other person or persons 
to his use and that your Orator may be declared entitled to one full 
and equal moiety or half of the said joint Estate immoveable or real 
and moveable or personal and that the said Rammohun Roy may be 
decreed to execute a Partition with your Orator of the said joint im- 
moveable or real Estate and to an account with him touching the 
said joint personal Estate and the rents and Profits of the said joint im- 
moveable or real Elstate come to his hands. Possession or Power or to 
the hands Possession or power of any other person or persons to his 
use and to pay to your Orator whatever upon such account being taken 
shall be found due and owing from the said Rammohun Roy to your 
Orator your Orator hereby offering to pay to the said Rammohun Roy 
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whatever sum* of moDey (if any) ahall upon auch account being taken 
be found due and owing from your Orator to the said Rammohun Roy 
and that one or more Comrmaaion or Commiaaiona of Parbhon may 
issue out of and under the peal of this Honourable Court for the pinposc 
of making such Partition of the said immoveable or real Elstale as afore 
said and that one full and equal moiety or half part thereof may be 
allotted to your Orator to be held by him and hia heirs in severalty And 
that all proper parties may be decreed to jom m making a good title 
to each other the shares of the said Estate to be allotted under tbe said 
Comnussjon 8^ Partition as aforesaid And that aB Pottahs btle deeds 
muniments Books accounts and Papers relating to the said Estate im 
moveable or real and moveable or personal may be brought in and 
deposited for safe custody with the proper officer of this Honourable 
Court And that your Orator may have such further and other Relief m 
the Premises as shall be agreeable to Equity and good conscience and to 
your Lordships shall seem meet May it please your Lordships the 
premises considered to grant tmto your Orator his Majesty ■ Most 
Gracious Writ or Wnts of Subpena to be directed to the said Rammohun 
Roy and the rest of his confederates when cbscovered thereby command 
mg them and every of them at a certain day and under a certam pain 
therein to be limited personally to be and appear before your Lord 
ships m Honourable Court and then and there to answer all and 
smgular the Premises aforesaid and to stand to perform and abide such 
Order dueebon and Decree therem as to your Lordships shall seera 
meet 

And your Orator shall ever pray 

(Sd ) R Cutler Fergusson 


"Wra Scott 

Complainants Attorney 
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Sn Sxi Ram 
Year 1203 

Schedule A Referred to m the annexed Bill 

Seal affixed on the acknowledgment of 
Ramcaunt Rcy 



ALLOTMENT DEED 

Sn Juggomohun Roy's Share 

Mouza Nangoorpara 
Dwelling and Ber house, Hall, 
bounded by four Boundaries, 
together with Trees &ca 
and the Tank towards the private 
Door and the new Tank together 
with its Banks and four Boundaries 

Of all these one moiety 1 one Item 

Mouza Cnshnnogor, to the 
south of Chhoto Ghola, Paddy 


Lands 

8 Eight 

Biggahs 

Badul Coorya Paddy Lands 

Ber House together with four 

Boundaries with Trees &ca 

5 Five 

Biggahs 

the whole about 

3 three 

Biggahs 

Chhoto Ghola Tank 

Pergunnah Chetooa 

Habibpore Ber together with four 
Boundanes the whole according 


1 one 

to the Sunnud 

30 Thirty 

Biggahs 


In the above Pergunnah 
Mauza Gopalpoor and others 
whatever self acquired 
Brehmutter Lands there are belonging 
to me in those Mauzas 


I One Item 
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In Mauza GopinatKpore 
under a BiU of Sale Danga 

vnth Boundanes Trees &ca 2 Two Biggahj 

At Nij Cusba Gobindpoor 
m Pergunnab Chundercona Lodging 

House about I One Biggah 

One Danga Calamabe 
m Mauza Khanpoor with 

Boundan^ 3 three Biggahs 

Pergunnah Qietooa 

Entire Talook Hooreerampoor 

according to the Allotment Papers I One 

No body else has Ri^it to this Talook 
you will pay the Sudder and Revenue and 
enjoy and possess the Talook 

1 1 Eleven Items 
EJevon Items 

I Sn Juggomohun Roy wnte — 

You have allotted dwelling houses and so forth ari j the entire 
Talook Honrampore m Chetooa Pergana unto me I will enjoy and 
possess the dwelling Houses and so forth and the Talook the whole 
accordmg to the Particulars on this sheet Should I ever prefer a c l ai m 
to any of the Items specified against any Body or should any one prefer 
a claim, it is false Year 1203 Twelve hundred and three Date 19th 
nineteenth Ugraun 

Sn Rnmmohun Roy s Share 

Mauza Nangoorpara 
DweHing and Bcr House Hall 
bounded by four Boundanes 
together with Trees &ca and 

Tank towruds the pnvate Door 
and the new Tank with its Banks four 
Boundanes 

Of all these One moiety 
Gohalbatee s Ber 

with trees ficca and Hales bounded 
by four Boundanes 
In Mouza Cnshnnogur 
SooTjdas Roy s Bcr Paddy Lands 


1 One Item 

8 Eight Biggahs 
9 nine Biggahs 
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. 3 three Biggahs 

'70 Seventy Biggahs 
1 One Jtem 


1 One Item 

* 

1 One Item 
Eight Items 

I Sri Rammohun Roy write — 

I take the dwelling House and so forth which you have allotted 
to me according to the particulars on this sheet I will enjoy and possess 
according to -this Allottment Should I ever prefer any claim to any of 
the Items speafied, agmnst any Body, or if any one prefer it, it is false 
Year 1203 Date 1 9th Ugraun 

Sri Ramlochun Roy’s Share 

My own share of the paternal 
House with its Hall at Mauza 
Radanagor in Pergunna 
Jahanabad , 

My own share of the paternal Ghalbatee 
My own share of the paternal Trees &ca 
and Bamboos and so forth whatever there 
IS at Radhanagor 

My share of the paternal large Tank 
and the Tank towards the private 
Door and the Sudder Tank 
My own Self acquired Paddy 
Lands under a sunnud 
In Mauza Cnshnnogor under a 
Bill of Sale to the north of Poratya 
Formerly belonging to Cnshnajeebun Roy 
to the South East of Poratya 
Formerly belonging to Horecnshna Roy 
In Mauza Cnshnbutty Garden with a 
Pond and Trees &ca 
four Boundaries according to Possession 
10 


I One Item 
1 One Item 

1 One Item 

I One Item 

8 Eight Biggal^s 

9 nine Biggahs 

3 three Biggahs 
3 three Biggahs 


Paddy Lands at Catholyarcoond 
Poorun Chuck in Pergunnah 
Chundercona 

, My own share of the paternal Ber 
in Mauza Kettyadul 
House with a pond bounded by 
four Boundaries purchased of 
Ramcrishna Set and others at 
Jorasanco in Mauza Calcutta 
My own share of the paternal Tank 
at Gopinathpoor , 


7 seven Biggahs 
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Paddy landp to tte Ea*t of that Gulden 
Danga with Trees &ca and Holes & 
Bamboos accordmg to four boundaries 
under a Bill of Sale from Ruahbchaiy Sircar 
Haldarya Tant 
In Mauza Gopmathpoor Paddy 
lands paternal — 2-10 

Purchased of Bejoyram Dutt 
Under a Bill of sale m Mauza 
Amdharjfe in Pergunnah Chundercona 
Mauza Cascaolee &ca 
Mauza Jhaloor 
M4u;4a Agur 
In Pergunnah Bhoorshut 
My own share of paternal Cabilpoor 
Joyrum Chuck 
Mauza Khoyra 
Perg 

Mauza Shampoor 
My own ahare of the pateniel 
Berbaiee m Mauza Baleegoree about 


5 6ve Biggahs 


3 three Bcghas 
I One 


I 10-4 four Biggahs 

16 sixteen Biggahs 
10 Biggahs 

4J^ Four Biggahs and a half 
A (out Biggahs 

1)4 one Biggah and a half 
1 3 Twenty three cottas 
10 Ten Biggahs 

2 Two Biggahs 


1 10 one Biggah and a half 


22 Twenty two Items 
Twenty two Items 


I Sn Ramlochun Roy wntc — 

I take the dwelling house and so forth which you have allotted to 
me according to the Particulars on this sheet 1 will enjoy and 
possess according to tin* ADotmcnl Should 1 ever prefer claim to 
any of the Items specified against any Body or if any one prefer it 
it 18 false Year 1203 Date 19th Ugraim 
[Ramcaimt Roy a declarabonj 

You three will enjoy and possess the dwelling houses and Tanks 
an(5 Bex Gardens and so forth according to the Shares which I have 
defined and allotted to you three The wearing apparel Goods and 
EScct* Ornaments and so forth which I have given severally to indivi 
duals are become theirs I have not given any cash to either of you 
three Whatever goods and effects Ornaments and so fbrth I may 
give hereafter to mdmduals severally shall become theirs for which 
there shall be no mutijial claims among you three one and agamst the 
qther A small part of my self acquired Property and the Burdwan 
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lodging House remain my own exclusive of the shares I have given to 
you three You have no concern with my debts and Dues extant con- 
tracted before this and what shall be so hereafter and with what I may 
earn from this <lay I will give the same to whomsoever I please I 
have no concern with what you may earn. My own share of the 
Worship of Ishwar which devolved from my father remains yours 
three Persons m equal shares All the Idols and Worship connected 
with the Worship which I have established myself, remain mine, you 

have no concern therewith Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy ! the 

# 

lands given by your maternal grandfather are become the property of 
you two — ^The lands given by Ramlochun Roy’s maternal Grandfather 
are become Ramlochun Roy's — I give the Lands and Talooks, whereof 
Bills of Sale have been obtained by the Daughter of the late Bhutta- 
charjee m the names of her own sons Juggomohun Roy &ca to her I 
give to the Daughter of the late Ramshunker Roy the Lands which she 
has purchased should a claim be ever preferred for the same one 
against another it is false I give the entire Talook Hunrampoor in 
Chetcoa Perguna to Juggomohun Roy, with this Talook Rammohun Roy 
and Ramlochun Roy have no concern — Y ear 1 203 Twelve hundred 
and three Date 19th Ugran 


Witness 

Sri Ramgopal Debsurmu 
In Crishnnogor 
Sn Rampersad Coobiraj 
In Radhanagor 
Sn Ramanund Surrpa 
In Cnshnogor 
Sn Shibram Debsurma 
In Crishnnogor 
Sn Cnshnanund Surma 
In Crishnnogor 
Sn Sudanund Debsurma 
In Crishnnogor 
Sn Hiraram Chuttopadhya 
In Byenan 
Perg Mundleghaut 
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n R«plInit[on of thi Oomplilntnt, Qovindpertaud Roy (FUod 10 November. 

1817) 

The Replication of the Complainant above 
named to the Anewer of the Defendant above 
named 

This RepUant lavmg and reeerving to himeelf all and all manner of 
advantage and Excepbon to the manifold Errors and insu£aencie« in 
the anawer of the said Defendant for repheabon thereunto Saith that 
he will aver* and prove hia said Bill to be true certam and suiBaent m 
the Law to be answered unto and that the said answer of the Defen 
dant is untrue uncertain and insufficient to be replied unto by this 
Repliant without that that any other matter or thing whatever in the 
said anfwer of the said Defendant contained material or eEectual m the 
Law to be rephed unto and herein not rephed imto confessed and 
avoided traversed or denied is true all which matters and things This 
repliant is ready and willing to aver maintain and prove as this Honor 
able Court shall direct and Humbly prays as m and by his said Bill 
he hath already prayed 

Wm Scott (Sd ) R Cutlar Fergusson 

Complamants Atty 


100 Rsjejndsr of ths oefsndaot, Rammobun Roy (FfTsfl 1 DoctmJTor ifi7 > 

The Rejoinder of Rammohun Roy 
the Defendant adovenamed to the 
Repheabon of the Complainant 

TTiis Defendant now and at all bmes hereafter saving and reserv 
mg to himself all and all manner of benefit and advantage of Excepbon 
tocthe imcertamty and insuffiaenrgr of the said Repheabon Saith that 
the answer of this Defendant is certain true and sufficient m the Law to 
be rephed imto and he also saith as in and by his said answer he has 
aheady said and doth and will aver and mamtam bD and every thmg and 
things therem contamed to be true and certain m such manner and form 
as he hath therein alleged and expressed 

(Sd ) H Compton 

B Turner 
Defendants Attorney 
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101. Intorrogatorios-In-ohtef on tho part and behalf of Govlndpcrsaud Hoy. 
( Filed 27 JanuarVi 1818.) 

Interrogatories to be administered 
to Witnesses to be produced 
sworn and examined m a certain 
Cause now depending and at 
issue in ithis Honourable Court 
wherein Govindpeisaud Roy only 
son heir and legal personal Repre- 
sentative of Juggomohun Roy de- 
ceased is the Complainant and 
Rammohun Roy is ^he Defendant 
on the part and behalf of the 
' Complainant (as follows ) 

First Interrogatory Do you know the Parties Complainant and 
Defendant in the title of these Interrogatories named or either and which 
of them and how long have you known them respectively and did you 
know in their respective lifetimes Ramcaunt Roy who was the father 
of the said Defendant and the Grandfather of the said Complainant and 
Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy who were the sons of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and which said Juggomohun Roy was the father of the 
said Complainant, or any or either and which of these persons, and how 
long did you know them before their respective deaths, and when did 
they respectively die as you know or have heard and for any and what 
reason believe? Declare &ca 

Second Interrogatory Had and have you any means or oppor- 
tunities of knowing and being acquainted and were and are you well 
and how otherwise acquainted with the affairs and concerns of the said 
family as well during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy as since his 
death If yea state what were and are your means and opportunities 
of being acquainted with the eiffairs and concerns of the said family 
fully and at large? 

Third Interrogatory Did the said Ramcaunt Roy and his said 
three sons at any and what time live together and form an undivided 
Hindoo family If yea do you know or remember any and what Parti- 
tion which was at any time and when made by the said Rairucaunt Roy 
in his lifetime of any and what Lands houses and Talooks or other and 
what immoveable or real Estate between and among his said three sons 
the said Juggomohun Roy Ramlochun Roy and the said Defendant? 
Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this Interroga- 
tory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons for your belief 
fully and at large ? 

Fourth Interrogatory Do you know whether after such Parti- 
tion as is enquired into by the next preceding Interrogatory the said 
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Ramcaunt Roy and hia »aid three sons or any or either and which of 
them remained for any and what time divided and separate from each 
other and whether any and which of them after such Partition and 
Separation and when reumted and agam hvcd together and became 
an undivided Hindoo family and how long they contmued bo to hve 
together and form an imdivided Hmdoo family and whether any or 
either and which of the said Partiea spll continued to live and be 
separate and apart and divided from the others notwithstanding such 
reumon ? Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this 
Interrogatory *wth the means of your knowledge or the reasons for 
your belief fuHy and at large? 

Fifth Interrogatory Do you know a certam Talook called 
Govindpore aituate m the pergunnah of Jahanabad m the rillah of 
Burdwan and province of Bengal and a certain other Talook called 
Rammesierpore situate m the Pergunnah of Chunderconnah m the 
^j l la h and Provmcc and do you know of the said Talooks or either 
and which of them having been at any and what bme purchased and 
at what sales or sale m the hfe tune of the said Ramcaunt Roy? If yea 
by whom were the same or either and which of them purchased and 
out of whose or what monies or funds was the Purchase money thereof 
paid and on whose account were or was such Purchases or Purchase 
made? Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this 
Interrogatory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons for your 
behef fully and at large? 

Sixth Interrogatory Do you know m whose names or name 
the said Purchases of the said Talooks called Gonndpore and Riun 
mestcrpore or either or which of them were or was made and for what 
Cause or reason the same were or wa* purchased m such names or 
name were any and what transfers or conveyances thereof at any 
and what bnw or afterwards mad© and by and to whom and by 
whose orders or order directions or direction were or was the same so 
transferred or conveyed ? Declare the truth touching the matters cn 
quired after by this Interrogatory with the means of your knowledge or 
the. reasons for your belief fully and at large? 

Seventh Interrogatory Who became or were or was possessed 
of the said Talooks called Govindpore and Rammesserpore or either 
and which of them after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy and who 
continued in the possession thereof during the hfe tune and unbl the bme 
of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy Did you ever and when see the 
said Defendant or the said Juggomohun Roy at the said Talooks or either 
and which of them and did you ever and when sec the said Juggomohun 
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Roy or the said Defendant and which of them give any and what direc- 
tions to or hold any and what communications with the Gomastahs or 
Servants of the said Talooks or either and which of them or exercise 
any and what acts of ownership m respect oh the same and upon what 
occasions or occasion ? Declare the truth touching the matters enquired 
after by this Interrogatory with the means of youi knowledge or the 
reasons for your belief fully and at large? 

Eighth Interrogatory What was the amount of the annual 

Revenue or Profit to the Zemindar of the said 1 alooks of Govindpore 
and Rammesserpore respectively, at the lime of the death of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy, and what is the amount thereof and who has received 
the same from the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy until the death of 
the said Juggomohun Roy and from the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy until the present time and for whom and on whose account has the 
said Revenue or Profit been received during the said respective periods 
and each or any and which of them or any and what part thereof? 
Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this Interroga- 
tory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons for your belief 
fully and at large ? 

Ninth Interrogatory Do you know of any and what sums or 
sum of money which were or was lent by the said Ramcaunt Roy in 
his life time to any and what persons or person and in particular whether 
any or what sums or sum of money were or was so lent and at what times 
or time to any and what English Gentlemen and whom by name by the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and out of whose or what monies or funds such 
Loans or Loan were or was made and whether since the death of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy such sums or sum of money which had been so 
lent or any and what part thereof or of the Interest due thereon have 
or has been paid to or received by any and what person or persons — 
Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this Interroga- 
tory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons for your belief 
fully and at large? 

Tenth Interrogatory Do you know whether the said Ji^ggo- 
mohun Roy and the said Defendant or either and which of them were 
or was ever and when in the service of any or either and which of the 
English Gentlemen enquired after by the next preceding Interrogatory ? 
If yea were they or was either and which of them placed in such service 
by any and what person and were or was such sums or sum of money 
enquired after by the next preceding Interrogatory lent or advanced 
before or after the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Defendant or 
either and which of them entered into such service ?* Declare the truth 
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touching the matter* enquired after by thia Interrogatory with the meana 
of your knowledge or the reasons for your bebef fully and at large? 

Ellcventh Interrogatory Do you know a certain Talook or 
Putteney Talook called Ki^senagor© situate m the Pergunnah of Jahana 
bad m the Zillah of Burdwan and a certain other Talook or Putteney 
Talook called Berloak situate m the same Pergunnah and Tjllnh and a 
certain other Talook or Putteney Talook called Nangulparah situate in 
the Pergunnah of Beyrah m the aaine Zillah and a certam other Talook 
or Putteney Talook called Seiarapore m the Pergunnah of Boorsut m the 
same Zillah or^ either and which of them? If yea do you know whether 
the same have at any and what bmea or tune since the death of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy or at any other and what times or time been pur 
chased by any and what persons or person and out of whose or what 
monies or fimds the purchase money thereof has been paid and whether 
such monies or funds belonged to any and what Estate ]omt or separate 
and what are the reflective values of the said Talook* m this Interroga 
tory mentioned and the annual Profits thereof respectively to the 
21eiiundar and who has received such Profits since the purchase thereof 
and are or is now m th© receipt thereof respectively? Dedsre the truth 
touching the matters enquired after by this Interrogatoiy with the means 
of your knowledge or the reasons for your belief fully and at large 

Twelfth Intenogatory Do you know of any and what sums of 
money which were laid out and expended during the hie time of the 
said Juggomohun Roy or at any other and what tunc m mzdcing into a 
Garden certain Ground situate at Rogonautpore m the Pergunnah of 
Jahanabad and ZtlUh of Burdwan and m constructing a certain house 
thereon? If yea out of whose or what momes or funds were such sums 
paid^ and did such momes belong to any and wbat Elstate joint or 
separate of any and what persons or person Declare the truth touching 
the matters enquired after by this Interrogatory with the mean* of your 
knowledge or the reasons for your bebef fully and at large? 

Thirteenth Interrogatory Do you know whether any and what 
PuTc^Me* of Lands houses or Premises were at any and what times or 
time made by the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Defendant m the 
hfe tunc of the said Juggomohun Roy or by the said Defendant since 
the death of the said Juggomohun Roy? If yea state and desenbo the 
same together with the situabon Extent and value thereof and on 
whose account or for whose benefit and out of whose or what monies 
or fund* joint or sepiarate the purchase momes or money of such Houses 
Lands and Premise* and each and every or any and which of them were 
or was paid? Declare the truth touching the matter* enquired after by 
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this Interrogatory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons for 
your belief fully and at large 

Fourteenth Interrogatory Did the said Juggomohun Roy and 
the said Defendant during the life time of the said Juggomohun Roy 
live together and form an undivided Hindoo family or were they, m any 
and what degree separate and divided from each other? Was Tarreney 
Daby the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Defendant 
maintained and supported by them jointly or otherwise and how other- 
^vlse and were the religious ceremonies performed by thean jointly or 
separately or at their joint or separate Elxpence and out of whose and 
what monies or funds joint or separate has the said Tarreney Daby 
been maintained and the Expence of the said religious ceremonies de- 
fraj^ed as well during the life time as since the death of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy Declare &ca 

Fifteenth Interrogatory Do you know what was the age of the 
said Complainant at the time of the death of his father the said 
Juggomohun Roy and how do you know the same ? Who at the death 
of the said Juggomohun Roy possessed themselves or himself of the Elstate 
immoveable and moveable which belonged to the said Juggomohun 
Roy or in which he was interested in his life time and of what did the 
same consist and what was the value of the said Elstate immoveable 
and moveable and on whose account or for whose benefit joint or 
separate did such persons or person so possess themselves or himself 
of the same^ Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after 
by this Interrogatory with the means of your knowledge or the reasons 
for your belief fully and at large 

Sixteenth Interrogatory Did the said Complainant and De- 
fendant for any and what time after the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy live together and form an undivided Hindoo family or did they 
live separate apart and divided from each other Has the said Defen- 
dant at any and what time since the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy quitted his usual place of Residence and gone to reside at any 
other and what place and for what cause or reason has he so donS? 
Declare the truth touching the matters enquired after by this Interroga- 
tory 'With the means of your knowledge or the reasons for your belief 
fully and at large 

Seventeenth Interrogatory Were the Deeds or •svTitings now 
produced and sho-vm to you at this the time of your Examination marked 
respectively with the Letters or any or either and 

which of them signed sealed and delivered in your presence and by 
whom]? Were you a Witness to the signing sealing and delivery of such 

n 
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deed or deed® ymting or wntinga Is your name subscnbed aa a witness to 
the same of your own proi>cr handwntmg or not? Are you acquamted 
with the character and manner of handwriting of the other subscribing 
witness or witnesses to the said Deeds or Wntings or any and which 
of them and have you seen hnn or them write? If yea Do you beheve 
his or ether name or names subsenbed thereto to be of his or then 
proper handwriting and arc or is any or cither and which of them hying 
or dead? Declare all that you know or venly beheve concerning 
the same ^ 

Eighteenth Interrogatory Is or are any or either and which 

of the paper wntmgs now produced and shown to you nt this the tunc 
of your Examination marked respectively with the Letters 
a true copy or copies of any and what Record or Records Decree or 
Decrees or any other and what proceedings m any and what Court or 
Courts ? and did you or did you not examine the said Copy or Copies or 
any pnd which of them with and what original paper or papers Book or 
Books entry or entries and with whom and when did you Examine the 
same and where is or are such onginal Record or Records Decree or 
Decrees or other proceedings now remauung as you know or beheve? 
Declare 

Nmeteenth Intenogatory Look upon the several paper wnt 
mgs now produced and shown to you at this the time of youf Examma 
bon marked respecbvely with the Letters are you 

or not acquainted with the character and manner of handwntmg of the 
person or persons who wrote the said produced paper wntmgs or either 
and which of them or whose name or names are set or subsenbed 
thereto? and if yea have you or not seen such person or persons or 
which of them wntc or how you acquainted therewith and of 

whose handwntmg is or are the said produced paper wntmgs or either 
and which of them or the name or names set and subscribed thereto 
as to your knowledge and bchef? Declare 

Twenbeth Interrogatory Look at the paper wnbngs or wnting 
new produced and shown to you at this the time of your Elxammabon 
marked with the Letters respecbvely 

and purporting to be nobces or a nohcc to produce certara Papers 
therein menhoned before the Examiner of this Honourable Court — Did 
you at any and what fames or fame and where deliver true Copies or a 
Copy of such Wntings or Wnhng notices or nobcc to any and what 
person or persons? and did you compare the same with the said 
Wntings or Wnting notices or nobcc now produced and shown to you? 
Declare 
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Last Interrogatory Do you know of any other matter or thing 
which may in any way tend to the benefit or advantage of the said 
Complainant m this Cause; if yea, set forth the same fully and at 
large as if you had been thereunto particularly interrogated 

(Sd.) R Cutlar Fergusson. 

Wm Scott 
Complts Atty. 


Bacharam Sam was produced and duly 
tones this 12th day of February 1818 


sworn to these Interroga- 

(Sd ) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn. Intr. to the Oath 


Kistomohun Dharah was produced and duly sworn to these In- 
terrogatories this 12lh day of February 1818 

(Sd ) E G Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Oboychurn Dutt was produced and duly sworn to these Interroga- 
tories this 9th day of July, 1818. 

(Sd ) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Kissenpersaud Pundit was produced 
Interrogatories this 9th day of July 1818 


and duly sworn to these 

(Sd ) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Radakistno Bonerjee was produced and duly sworn to these 
Interrogatories this 9th day of July 1818 

(Sd } E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Ramchunder Bonerjee was produced 
Interrogatories this 9th day of July, 1618 


and duly sworn to th^se 

(Sd ) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Gooroopersaud Pundit was produced and duly sworn to these 
Interrogatories this 9th day of July, 1818 

(Sd ) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn. Intr to the Oath 



M RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 

103 Orota Inttrrosatories on the pftrt and bthilf Of Rammohun Roy (Filed 
5 Maroh, 1818 ) 

Cross Interrogatones to bo ad- 
iTuiustcred to the undermentioned 
vntneases if they ehafl be pro- 
duced Sworn and Examined on the 
part and behalf of the Complainant 
m a certam cause now pending 
and at issue in the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort "Williarn m 
Bengal wherem Govmdpersaud 
Roy the eon heir and legal Repre- 
sentative of Juggomohun Roy 
Deceased is Complamant and 
Rammohun Roy la Defendant 

ON THE PART AND BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT 

First Intenogalory 1 Who and what are you ? Have you not 

To Kiano mohun Dhnrah i been for some and for what penod or 
periods of tune in the service and employ of Juggomohim Roy m his 
hfetune and are you not now in the services or employ of the Com 
plainant in the title of these Interrogatories named m the capaaty of a 
Khidmatgar or m some other and m what capaaty? What monthly 
wages did you receive from the paid Juggomohun Roy m his lifetime? 
What monthly wages do you now receive from the Complainant? 
Have you any other and what means of supporting yourself or your 
family besides the wages wbich you receive from the Comphonant? 
From what person did you receive your monthly wages during the life 
tune of the said Juggomohun Roy and did you receive the same punc 
tually and every month up to the tune of his death? Were any and 
what persons by name employed by the said Juggomohun Roy in his 
hfetune as Sircars or Mohunra and if yea did they contmue m his 
employ until the time of his death and if yea are such persons or any 
or cither of them and who or whom by name now m the employ of the 
Complainant m the title of these Interrogatones named, and if not, 
where are they as you know or believe? What person or persons and 
who by name kept the accounts and Books of the said Juggomohun 
Roy dunng hu lifebme and arc such persons or any or either of them 
hvmg and if living where do they or any or either of them now reside? 
Did you not constantly attend and wait on the person of the said 
Juggomohun Roy dunng his hfetune and were you for any and for 
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what period of time, and in what year unemployed by the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy, or did you cease to wait on or continue near the person of 
the said Juggomohun Roy ^ Did not Juggomohun Roy at different times 
after the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three and up to 
the period of his death engage in different mercantile speculations and 
employ hismelf in several dealings and transactions for his own use 
and benefit and did he not keep or cause to be kept books and accounts 
of such speculations dealings and transactions and where are such Books 
and account at present^ Did the defendant in the title of these Interro- 
gatories named at any hme and when in any and what nihnner ]om or 
interfere wth the said Juggomohun Roy m the conduct or management of 
such speculations dealings and transactions. If yea explain particularly 
in what speculations dealings or transactions the said defendant was 
joined wth the said Juggomohun Roy after the year one thousand two 
hundred and three aforesaid, and how and when and in what particular 
occasion or occasions the said defendant interfered m or with the 
speculations dealings or transactions of the said Juggomohun Roy ? 
Second Interrogatory 1 What are you and what profession or business 
To Bacharam Sein J do you now follow and how long have 
you followed such profession or business ^ How do you now support 
yourself and family and in whose house do you at present reside? 
How long have you dwelt in the house in which you at present reside 
and do you receive hire or wages or other remuneration from any person 
or persons and who ^or whom by name ? Do you not now reside and 
have you not for some and what time past resided in the same house 
with the said Complainant and have you not been maintained and sup- 
ported by him the Complainant of the present suit, or for some and what 
other penod of time? What is the nature of the business or service 
which you perform for the said Complainant and what reward have you 
received or do you receive or do you expect to receive for such busi- 
ness or service ? Have you not been sent, or did you not accompany the 
said Complainant to Burdwan in order to procure papers and evidence m 
support of the present suit? Have you not repeatedly and how often 
accompanied the said Complainant to the office of his Solicitor in this 
cause, and to the house of one Umer Sing Chowdry? Have you not 
procured from the said Umer Sing Chowdry several papers prepared by 
him, in support of the Complainants cleum in this cause? Are you not 
in the constant practice of accompanying the Complainant and Kissen- 
mohun Dharah in search of Witnesses and Evidence to be produced m 
this cause? Is not the said Umer Sing Chowdry a person of infamous 
character in Calcutta and notorious as a Law Broker or Conductor of 


66 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


Suits in the Supreiine Court and have you not held frdqlient communica 
bon With him respocfang this cause in the presence of the Complainant 
and otherwise? Were you not during many years and how long m the 
service or employ of the defendant Raimnohun Roy as a Mohunr at 
a monthly and what rate of wages ? Were you not discharged from such 
employ about the month of Choiler one thousand two hundred and 
twenty three Bengal shal for some and for what misconduct or for 
what reason did you quit the service of the said defendant? Ehd you 
not immedia^ly or soon after you qtutted the service of the defendant 
enter into the employ of the said Complainant and offer to assist him m 
carrying on the present suit and are you not now retamed and employed 
for that purpose only? Wh^n you first entered the pervice of the said 
defendant did he not require from you an agreement m wntmg for secur 
mg your good behaviour? Did you not execute an agreement m wnt 
mg and dehver the same to the said Defendant and if yea where is 
such agreement at rhif the tune of your Exaimnabon? When you exc 
cuted such agreement was the said defendant jomtly concerned with any 
person or persons and who or whom by name m any trade or deahng 
or CO partnership and did you enter mto the sole employ of the said 
defendant or into the employment of the said defendant jointly with 
any other and what person or persons by name? From whom did you 
receive your wages while you continued m such employment under 
such agreement and who did you know and treat and consider as your 
employer or employers? Djd you not m your capaaty of a Mohurer 
to the said defendant keep Books and accounts and are not such Books 
and accounts m your proper handwnting now m the possession of the 
said defendant or werp they not m his possession when you quitted his 
service? Were not such Books and accounts Books and accounts res- 
pectively which solely and exclusively related to the proper dealings and 
transactions of the said defendant or can you swear that any Book or 
Books account or accounts kept or wntten by you while you continued 
m the service or employ of the defendant contamed any entry or entries 
of afliy jomt dealmgs between the said defendant, Ramcaunt Roy and 
Juggomohun Roy? If yea point out and describe the same and set 
forth the nature of the jomt dealings to which such Book or Books 
account or accounts respectively refer or relate and the time and arcum 
stances thereof respectively ? Did any other person or persons and who 
or whom by name at any time or times and when particularly while you 
continued m the employ of the said defendant write or keep any or what 
Book or Books which contained any account of any and what dealings 
or tran|achons m which Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohim Roy or either 
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of them was or were jointly concerned or interested with the said defen- 
dant If yea, where is or are the person or persons who kept such last 
mentioned Book or Books or any or either of them? Were you not m 
the service of the defendant Rammohun Roy at the times when he pur- 
chased the Putnee Talcoks of Nangurparah Bccloke Kisscnagui and 
Scramporc respectively mentioned in the Pleadings in this cause? And 
if yea, do j'ou not know that the same were respectively purchased with 
the proper and exclusive monies of the said Defendant? Did you not 
keep the Books and accounts which respectively relate to the last men- 
tioned Talooks from the times when the same were respectively purchas- 
ed until the period when you quilted the service of the said defendant 
and do you not know that such Talooks were treated and considered 
and managed and possessed and cnj’oyed as the absolute and exclusive 
properly of the said defendant? Look at the paper writing now pro- 
duced and shown to you at this the time of your Elxamination and marked 
No 1 and say whether the same is not the agreement which you execu- 
ted and delivered to the defendant when you entered into his service, 
and respecting which you have been before interrogated and whether 
your proper names and handwriting is not subscribed to the same? 
Third Interrogatory \ Have you not seen a certain Deed of Partition 
To Bacharam Sein J whereby Ramcaunt Roy the father of the defen- 
dant Rammohun Roy allotted and divided the Landed property which 
he possessed at the time of such partition? If yea, do you not know 
that from the time when you entered into the service of the said defen- 
dant the whole of the landed property mentioned in such deed of 
partition was enjoyed and possessed by the parties mentioned m the 
deed, according to the distribution or division therein made ? Did not 
Juggomohun Roy at all times within your knowledge or recollection 
exclu^vely manage the Landed property which by the said deed of 
partition was allotted to him and did he not receive the rents and pro- 
fits and pay the Revenue or duties to Government on account of such 
last mentioned landed property? Did not Juggomohun Roy grant 
Pottahs and Receipts to the respective Tenants and Ryots^ who 
occupied or belonged to the landed property which had been allotted 
to him by the said Deed of Partition and are you not an Inhabitant of 
Kissenagore situated near to Nangoreparah and had you not full means 
of knowing that the property^ allotted as aforesaid to the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy was exclusively managed by him? Do you not know that 
the said Juggomohun Roy either sold mortgaged exchanged or trans- 
ferred some and what part O'f the property so allotted to him by the 
said Deed of Partition without any communication ■mth the said defen- 
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dant Rammohun Roy and did not the said defendant Raromohun Roy 
at all tames after you entered into Kjs service exclusively manage the 
landed property which had been allotted to him by the said Deed of 
Partition without any mterferenco from the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Ranacaunt Roy or either of them and as the sole and absolute owner 
thereof 

Fourth Interrogatory If you shall have said m your 

To Kisnomohun Dharah and r Exammation in chief that Juggomohun 
Bachar^^ Sem J Rc^ and the Defendant m the title of 

these Interrogatones respectively named at any tune after the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and three lived together and acted as 
members of one undivided Hindoo family either jointly with then 
father Ramcaunt Roy m his lifebnte or otherwise set forth and declare 
when m particualr and on what occasion the said Juggomohun Roy 
Ramcaunt Roy and the Defendant reunited then Interests and what 
change if any took place either m the management or conduct of the 
affairs of the family after such reunion and particularly ^iqplam what 
person or persons by name were or was piivy to or acquamted with 
such reunion of interests? Were any and what books or accounts kept 
of the dealings and transactions of the said family after such reunion 
of mteresta rf to any such reunion you shall have deposed and by 
what person or persons by name were such accounts kept or written 
and m wbose custody or possession were the same deposited? Where 
did the said Ramcaunt Roy reside after the Bengal year one thousand 
two hiradred and three and imb) the tame of hv death? Did he not 
reside m a House and carry on separate dealings and transactions efcs 
bnct from the dealings and transactaons of any or either of his sons 
and to a considerable or to what amount? Did not the said Juggomohim 
Roy after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy to your knowledge receive 
several debts which were due to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the tame of 
his death and did not the said Juggomohun Roy with your pnvity and 
to your knowledge prefer a claim to the ZiUah Court of Hooghly stating 
hiraaclP to be the sole heir of the said Ramcaunt Roy and m virtue 
thereof obtam large and what sum of money? Do you know of any 
employment, speculation or deahng m which the said Juggomohun Roy 
was at any tame engaged either jointly with the defendant or otherwise 
and by which he made considerable and what profit and if yea parti 
cularly explain the nature of the emplo ym ent and transaction of which 
such profit was made or realized? and state if you know by what person 
or persons by name such profit was received? Do you know of any 
purchases or sales or mortgage or transfers of landed property which 
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at any time were or was made or entered into by the said Juggomohun 
Roy m or after the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three 
With any and what person or persons by name? If yea explain and 
describe the same and particularly state to or from what person or 
persons by name such purchases sales mortgages or transfers were res- 
pectively made or entered into, and what person or persons by name 
paid or received any and what sum or sums of money on account there- 
of respectively? Do you know of any Instrument or Instruments in 
writing touching the purchase sale mortgage exchange ct transfer of 
any Landed or other property in which the said Juggomohun Roy the 
Defendant Rammohun Roy and their father Ramcaunt Roy joined as 
partners subsequently to the nineteenth of Augrun one thousand two 
hundred and three if yea, declare the same? Do you know of any 
Instrument or Instruments in witing touching the purchase sale mort- 
gage exchange or transfer of any landed or other property in which 
the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy were joined as partners 
subsequently to the day and year last mentioned? If yea, declare the 
same Do you know of any landed or other property which at any 
time since the day and year last mentioned was purchased with the 
joint funds of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy ? If yea, 
declare fully and particularly what Landed or other property was so 
purchased with the joint funds of the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram- 
mohun Roy and from whom by name, and when particularly and what 
person or persons by name the contract or contracts for the purchase 
of such property was or were made, and especially declare how you 
know that the funds with which such property was purchased were 
the joint funds of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy ? Do 
you know with whose funds certain Talooks or estates now in the 
possession of Rammohun Roy and respectively called Govmdpore 
Rammesserpore Nangurparah Beelook Kissenagur and Sherampore or 
any or either euid which of them were or was purchased? If yea set 
forth and declare how aind by what means you have acquired any 
knowledge or information touching the purchase of the said Taldbks 
or Estates, or of any or of either and which of them, and how you know 
the particular fund or funds, money or monies with which the same 
were or was purchased? Has not the Defendant Rammohun Roy or 
some person or persons to his use and for his benefit been in the exclu- 
sive possession of the same Talooks or Estates from the time when the 
same were respectively purchased, or what other person or persons by 
name have or has been possessed thereof? and if you shall have said 
that the said Juggomohun Roy and Ramcaunt Roy or either of them 
12 
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liave OT hath had any joint poaseaaion at any tuna of such Talooks or 
Elstates or of either of them, then set forth and declare particularly 
what was the nature of such jomt possession and when and how parti 
cularly the aame was exercised? Has not the defendant Rnmmohun 
Roy or some person or persons to hia use and for his benefit received 
the rents and profits and paid the Government assessment Revenue 
or Dubes and exclusively managed the said Talooks or Elatate® and 
each of them at all bmea since the same were respectively purchased? 
Jf not set foi^h and declare what person or persons by name other than 
the said E^mmohun Roy or hia agents or servants hath or have at any 
time and when received the rents and profits of the said Talooks or 
Elstates or paid the Government assessment Revenue or dubes on 
account of such Talooks or Estates or otherwise managed the said 
Talooks Or Estates or any or either and which of them? Has not the 
defendant Ramjnohun Roy and his agents or servants at all bmes smcc 
the purchase of the said Talooks or Estates respectively granted Pottahs 
and receipts m the sole name of the said Rammohun Roy to the Tenants 
and Ryots who occupy the said Talooks or Estates and has not the 
said Rammohun Roy at aQ bmes since the purchase of the said Talooks 
or Estates respeebvely either by himself or by his agents or servants 
exercised enbre management and control over the said Talooks or 
Estates as the sole owner and proprietor thereof respeebvely If not 
set forth m what instances the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun 
Roy or cither of them exercised any acts of management or control 
over the said Talooks or Estates or any or cither of them and when and 
how parbcularly? Was not the said Juggomohun Roy for some and 
what penod of time employed as the agent or manager of the said 
Talooks or Estates or of some and of which of them m trust for and to 
the use of the said Defendant Rammohun Roy and durmg that penod 
of bme did he not act for and m the name of the Defendant Rammohun 
Roy? Do you know of any agreement which was entered mto between 
the said Juggomohun Roy and one RajTblochun Roy on the behalf of 
the^Defendant Rammohun Roy under which the said Juggomohun Roy 
xmdertook the management of the said Talooks or Estates or of some 
and of which of them on behalf of the said Defendant Rammohun Roy 
and did not the said Juggomohim Roy act as such manager under the 
authonty of the said Rajlblochun Roy and m virtue of such agreement? 
How long did the said Juggomohun Roy contmue to act as the agent or 
manager of such Talooks or Estates under such last menboned agree 
ment and why and when did he cease to act as such agent or Manager 
as you know or bcEevc? Are you acquamted with a piece or parcel 
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of ground containing about sixteen biggahs situate at Roganautbpore 
in the Pergunnab of Jabanabad in wbicb certain bouse bas lately been 
erected? If yea, was not tbe said piece or parcel of ground purchased 
wtb tbe proper monies of tbe said Defendant Rammobun Roy and 
wben particularly? Has not tbe said Defendant Rammobun Roy, 
since tbe purchase of tbe said piece of ground build a bouse thereon 
and formed garden adjoining thereto at bis own exclusive expence and 
with bis own proper monies ? If not at whose expence and with whose 
monies have tbe said bouse and garden been respectively built and 
formed and how are you enabled to state that such boiifee and garden 
have been respectively built and formed by any person or persons other 
than tbe said Defendant and what person or persons by name paid 
for tbe building of tbe said house and tbe making or forming of tbe 
said garden and what person or persons by name received tbe monies 
for these purposes respectively? At what particular time did tbe 
building of tbe said house and formation of tbe said garden respectively 
commence, and wben were they respectively finished? What person 
or persons by name have or bath seen the building of tbe said bouse 
and the making of the said garden possessed or enjoyed tbe same, or 
received the rents and profits thereof respectively? Was not tbe said 
Juggomohun Roy for some and for what period of time confined in tbe 
Gaol or Prison of Midnapore on account of a debt of some and of what 
nature and when was be so confined and what was tbe amount of such 
debt? Was not the Defendant in the receipt of the rents and profits 
of the Talooks or Estates respecting which you have been before inter- 
rogated and otherwise in opulent circumstances while the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy was so confined in Prison ? When was tbe said Juggo- 
mohun Roy released from confinement and how and in what manner 
did he obtain bis release ? After his release and until tbe period of his 
death, did be not continue m distress and embarrassed circumstances 
and was he not to your knowledge compelled to borrow small sums of 
money from Moodees and from different other individuals and parti- 
cularly from the said Rajiblochun Roy? Did not be at some and at 
what time borrow a large and what sum of money from tbe Defendant 
Rammobun Roy and execute some and what security for the same? 
Did not the Defendant sometime m the month of Augrun in tbe year 
one thousand two hundred and twenty one Bengal style transfer to his 
nephew one Gooroodoss the Defendants share of the family house at 
Nangurparah and has not the said Gooroodoss occupied and possessed 
the same until the present time — Do you know or have you any and 
what reason to believe how or for what consideration the said Defen- 
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dant tranafened to the stud Gooroodoaa the said ahare of the said 
family house — Did not the Defendant commence the buildmg of the 
house in these Interrogatoncs before mentioned shortly after he had 
transferred to the ffaid Gooroodoas the share of the said family bouse? 

(Sd) H Compton 


Bacharam Sem was produced and duly sworn to these Cross Inter 
rogatones this 26th day of March 1618 
c 

Before me 


B Turner 
Defdte Atty 


(Sd) E C Macnaghten 
V A dater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 
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103. Deposition of Baoharam Scin, a witness produced on the part of 
Govindpcrsaud Roy (Examined 26 & 28 March, and 9 April, 1818) 

Deposition of a Witness taken in the above Cause 
by the Examiner of this Court Becharam Sein of 
Molungah in Calcutta mohurrer aged fifty years or 
thereabouts being produced as a witness on the part 
of the Complainant in this cause and a note having 
been delivered to Mr Benjamin Turner Attorney for 
the Defendant in this cause on the 12th day of February 
1818 of the name title and place of abod5 of the said 
Bacharam Sem he the said Bacharam Sem was after- 
wards on the said 12th day of February 1818 sworn and 
on the 26th 28th day of March and 9th day of April in 
the said year was Examined on the Interrogatones 
filed by the said Complainant on the 27th day of 

January 1818 and Deposeth as follows 

To the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties Complainant and Defendant in the title of these interrogato- 
ries named Saith that he hath known them both respectively for these 
thirty years last past Saith that he did know m their respective lifetimes 
Ramcaunt Roy who was the grandfather of the Complainant Govind- 
persaud Roy and the father of the defendant Rammohun Roy and 
Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy which said Juggomohun Roy 
was the father of the Complainant Govmdpersaud Roy Saith that he 
knew the said Ramcaunt Roy for about 25 or 26 years before his death 
and up to the time of his death who died m the month of Joistee in 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and ten at Burdwan as he 
this deponent hath heard and believes Saith that he knew the said 
Juggomohun Roy for about 31 or 32 years before his death and up to 
the time of his death Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died in the 
month of Choiter in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
eighteen at a place Langulparah in the province of Bengal in the pre- 
sence of him this deponent Saith that he knew Ramlochun Roy for 
about 10 or 15 years previous to his death and up to the time of his 
death who also died at the said last mentioned place m the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and seventeen but m what 
month he this deponent doth not recollect in the presence of him this 
deponent 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he had the 
means and opportunity of knowing and being acquainted with and was 
acquainted with the affairs and concerns of his said family as well during 
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the lifetime oF the »aid E^Amcaunt Roy as emce hia death by bemg 
m the habit of viHitmg him and hia family during hia lifetime and 
of vuitmg hia family since hia death and by being m the service of one 
Rapblochun Roy whose servnnta and people hved and resided m the 
house of the said Ramcaunt Roy at Langulparah at which house the 
rents of the Talooka of Turraf Kiahenghur and Turraf Bfflook belonging 
to the said Rafiblochim Roy used to bo collected Saith that he this 
deponent was a mohumr m the service of the said Rajiblochun Roy 
and also hved and resided in the house of the said Ramcaunt Roy at 
Langulparah about five years after his death and contmued to hve at 
the same place up to the present time 

To the Third Interrogatory this Deponent saith that the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and his said three sons did up to the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and three live together and form an undivided 
Hindoo famfly Saith that he this deponent was absent from Langulparah 
for about six months dunng the said year one thousand two hundred 
and throe Saith that after his return to the said house he was mformed by 
the said Ramcaunt Roy that he had made a dmron of his real and 
personal property among his three sons Saith that he this deponent also 
heard the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohim Roy also say that such 
a division had been made Saith that he this deponent found on his 
return that the defendant Rammohun Roy (iO had removed from the 
fanuly house at Langulparah to a house belongmg to the family at Rada 
nagore which removal of the said Rammohun Roy { 7 ) he this deponent 
understood from the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy and 
RamJochun Roy (?) was owing to the diviaion which had taken place 
Saith that he this deponent doth not know of what the said moveable 
and immoveable property consisted which was so divided by the said 
Ramcaunt Roy among his three sons ^ 

To the Fourth Inlerrogatory thm deponent saith ho doth know that 
after such partition enquired mto by the next preceding interrogatory 
the said Ramcaunt Roy remained separate and divided from his said 
thi^e sons and which he contmued to do up to the tune of his death 
Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Rammohun Roy con- 
tinued to live at the said house at Langulparah after the said division 
up to the tune of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that after 
the death of the said Juggomohun Roy his son the Complainant Govind 
pcTsaud Roy and the defendant Rammohun Roy contmued to Irve toge- 
ther up to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty three 
m which year the said Rammohun Roy removed from the said house at 
Langulparah to a village in the neighbourhood called Ragunathpiore 
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where he built a house m which he hath since continued to reside Saith 
that from the year twelve hundred and three in which the said partition 
was made up to the year one thousand two hundred and twenty three 
the said defendant Rammohun Roy and the said Juggomohun Roy and 
since his death the Complainant Govindpersaud Roy lived together 
undivided as to food but that their property always continued distinct 
which he this deponent knows from being now in the service of the 
Complainant Govindpersaud Roy and from having seen his books Saith 
that none of the sons of the said Ramcaunt Roy or their descendants 
live together and form an undivided Hindoo family ^ 

To the Fifth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not of 
his own knowledge know of any Talook called Govmdpore situate m 
the Pergunnah of Jehanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan and Province of 
Bengal or any Talook called Rammesserpore situate m the Pergunnah 
of Chunderconah in the same Zillah and Province or that the said 
Talooks were purchased in the life time of the said Ramcaunt Roy or 
by whom the same were purchased or by what money Saith that m the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eighteen the said Rajiblochun 
Roy made over the said two Talooks of Govmdpore and Rammesser- 
pore by an instrument in writing to Rammohun Roy m the name of 
Gooroodoss Mookerjee Saith that on this occasion he this deponent and 
the said Juggomohun Roy were present 

(Sd) 

To the Sixth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know in whose name the said purchases of the said Talooks 
called Govmdpore and Rammesserpore were made Saith that 
he doth know of a transfer of the Talooks called Govmdpore and 
Rammesserpore which took place in the month of Joistee m the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and eighteen Saith that on that occa- 
sion one Rajiblochun Roy executed a written Transfer of the above 
named two Talooks in favour of one Gooroodoss Mookerjee the 
nephew of the defendant Rammohun Roy which written transfej he 
gave into the hands of the said defendant Rammohun Roy and said to 
him at the time when he so delivered the said writing you left these two 
Talooks ■with me m Trust the name of Gooroodoss Mookerjee m Trust 
for yourself I now return them and you ■will get the necessary transfer 
made m the Collectors office and will take possession of the said 
Talooks Saith that the said Ramm,ohun Roy in pursuance of such trans- 
fer took possession of the said Talooks through his Naib Juggumaut 
Mazumdar Saith that he this deponent hath from time to time seen the 
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said Juggumaut Mazumdai from wliom thii deponent Hath heard that 
the said Juggernaut Mazuradar had possessed hunsclf of the said two 
Talooks 

To the Seventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know who possessed himself of the said Talooks called Govmdpore and 
Remmesserpore after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy saith that 
the said Rammohun Roy got possession of the said two Talooks 
called Govmdpore and Rammesserpore in the month of Joistec in the 
Bengally year one thousand two hxmdred and eighteen m the manner 
in which he this deponent hath desenhed m his answer to the next 
preceding mlerrogatoiy and contmued to possess the same up to the 
time of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy and is sbll m possession 
thereof Saith that he never saw the said Rammohun Roy and Juggo- 
mohun Roy or either of them at said Talooks nor did he ever sec or hear 
the said Juggomohun Roy or the said defendant Rammohun Roy give 
any direcbons to or hold any communicabon with the gomasthas or 
tenants of the said Talooks or either of them Saith that he hath seen the 
said juggernaut Mazumdar give direcbons to and hold conversabons 
with persons who represented to themselves to he tenants of the said 
Talooks of Govmdpore and Rammesserpore and hath beard the said 
Rammohun Roy acknowledge the said Juggernaut Mazumdar to he His 
naib of the said Two Talooks. 

To the RightK Interrogatory thu deponent saith that he doth not 
know what was the amount of annual revenue or profit to the Zemmdar 
of the said Talooks Govmdpore and Rammesserpore respectively at 
the tune of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy hut that he doth know 
which IS the annual revenue or profit thereof at present Saith that he 
doth not know who received the rents and profits of the said Talooks 
from the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy to the death of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy Saith that from the month of Joistec Bengal year one thou- 
sand two hundred and eighteen eleven months previous to the death of 
Juggomohun Roy the said Rammohun Roy began to receive the anuual 
rev^uo or profit of the said two Talooks of Govmdpore and Rammes- 
serporc and continued to recervo the same up to the bme of the month 
of Joistee m the Bengal year one thousimd two hundred and twenty 
three Saith that he tl^it deponent was m the service of the said Ram 
mohun Roy from the month of Joistee m the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and eighteen to the month of Joistec one thousand two 
hundred and twenty three durmg which time the said Rammohun Roy 
received an annual revenue or profit of 5500 rupees from the said two 
Talooks Vrhich he this deponent knows from having kept the account 
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of tile said Talooks during tKat period and believes that the said 
Rammohun Roy is still in the receipt of the said Revenue 

To the Ninth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any sum or sums of money which were or was lent by the said 
Ramcaunt Roy in his lifetime to any person or persons whomsoever 
nor doth he know of any sum or sums loan or loans of money which 
were or was granted by the said Ramcaunt Roy to any English gentle- 
man or gentlemen whatever Saith that he doth know of a judgment which 
the said Juggomohun Roy obtained against one Binood^m Samadar 
for about seven or eight hundred rupees which he understood had been 
due by the said Benoodram Somadar to the said Ramcaunt Roy in his 
lifetime Saith that the said judgment was obtained not by Juggomohun 
Roy but by the said Ramcaunt Roy m his lifetime but the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy put the said j’udgment in force against the said Benoodram 
Somadar and afterwards came to a settlement and received an agree- 
ment from him to pay the debt instalments Saith that he this deponent 
saw the said Juggomohun Roy receive payment of two or three of the 
said instalments 

To the Tenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know whether the said Juggomohun Roy was ever m the service of any 
English Gentleman but that he hath heard that the said Rammohun 
Roy was in the service of Mr Woodford Mr. Digby and some other 
Gentlemen from the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six to 
the Bengal yeeir one thousand two hundred and twenty one Saith that 
he doth not know who placed the said Rammohun Roy in such service 
or that any sums or sum of money was lent or advanced before or 
eifter the said Rammohun Roy had entered into such service 

To the Eleventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know of a certain Talook or Putteney Talook called Kissenagore 
situate in the Pergunnah of Jehanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan a cer- 
tain other Talook or Putteney Talook called Billoack and not Burloak 
situate in the same Pergunnah and Zillah and a certain other Talook 
or Putteney Talook called Nagulparah situate in the Pergurdiah 
of Boyrah x x Zillah a certain 

other Talook or Putteney Talook called Serampore in the Pergunnah 
of Boorsut in the same Zillah Saith that the Talooks of Kishenagore 
Billoack and Serampore were all of them purchased by the said Jugger- 
naut Mozumdar out of the monies and funds belonging to the said 
Rammohun Roy since the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that 
the Talook of Billoack was purchased m the BengeJ year one thousand 
two hundred and fifteen in the name of Rajiblpchun Roy for and on 
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account of the defendant Ramjnohun Roy aa he the saij Juggernaut 
Mozumdar at the bme of the said purchase told this deponent Saith that 
the Talook of Kishenagorc ■was purchased m the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and sixteen by the said Juggernaut Mazurodar 
for and on account of the said Rammohun Roy m the name of the said 
F^jiblochun Roy as he this deponent hath been mformed by the said 
Juggernaut Marumdarj Saith that the Talook of Semmpore vras purchased 
by the said Juggernaut Mozumdar m his own name for and on account of 
the said Rai^mohun Roy as he this deponent hath heard the said 
Juggernaut Mozumdar and believes Saith that the purchase money of 
the Talookg of Kishenagorc and Scrampore was paid out of the funds 
of the said Rammohun Roy m the charge of Jostanundun Ghose who 
was employed m the same office with him this deponent which pur 
chase money was despatched to Burdwan from Langulparah m the 
presence of tiim this deponent Saith that the purchase money of the 
said Talook of Biiloack was paid in the presence of him this deponent 
by the said Juggernaut Mazumdar partly out of the funds m his hands 
belongmg to the said Rammohun Roy and partly with money which 
he borrowed on the credit of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that he 
doth not know any jomt Estate or property out of which the purchase 
money of the said Talooks was paid Saida that die Talook of Bdloack 
pays a revenue of 16000 rupees annually to Government and was 
purchased for 1 1000 rupees Saith that the Talook of Kishenagorc 
pays a revenue of 5000 rupees annual l y to Government and was pur 
chased for 7100 rupees Saith that the Talook of Semmpore pays a 
revenue of 1800 rupees to Government and was purchased for 1300 
rui>ees Saith that the Talooks oP Langoolpamh pays a revenue of about 
600 rupees annually to Government but which the same cost he this 
deponent doth not know Saith that the said four Talooks jointly produce 
an aimuzd profit to the Zemindar of about five or six thousand rupees 
and that the said Rammohun Roy hath received the profitf thereof 
since the date of their respective purchases which he this deponent 
knows f rom having been m the service of the said Rammohun Roy 
from the year one thousand two hundred and fifteen to the year one 
thousand two hundred and twenty three Saitb that he believes that the 
said Rammohun Roy is stiH m the receipt of the rents and profits of 
the said Talooks 


1 


3 A Simpsoi 
Examiner 


(Sd ) <7R 
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To the Twelfth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know that some money was laid out and expended during the lifetime 
of the said Juggomohun Roy from the year one thousand two hundred 
and tivelve to the year one thousand two hundred and twenty four 
by him the said Juggomohun Roy by making Into a Garden certain 
ground situate at Rogonauthpore in the Pergunnah of Jehanabad and 
Zillah of Burdwan and in constructing a certain House thereon called 
an Autchalla Saith that he doth know that the said money was paid 
out of the funds of the said Juggomohun Roy during a^period from 
the year one thousand two hundred and fifteen to the year one thousand 
two hundred and eighteen Saith that from the year one thousand two 
hundred and ti\’^elve to the year one thousand two hundred and eighteen 
the expences of making of the said garden and constructing of the said 
house was paid out of the joint funds of Juggomohun Roy and the 
defendant Rammohun Roy which he this deponent knows from being 
in the service of the defendant during all that period Saith that from 
the year one thousand two hundred and eighteen to the year one 
thousand two hunrded and twenty three considerable sums of money 
were laid out and expended by the defendant Rammohun Roy in 
erecting a puckah built dwelling house on the said ground situate at 
Ragonauthpore situate at Jehanabad aforesaid out of his own proper 
funds and separate money Saith that he this deponent was in the service 
of the said Rammohun Roy during the said last mentioned time and was 
acquainted with his books of accounts and thereby knows that the said 
several monies were laid out and expended in manner as he this depo- 
nent hath stated but that he this deponent cannot from recollection state 
what was the amount of the sum or sums of money which were or was 
expended during the said two periods of time by the said Rammohun 
Roy or either of them 

To the Thirteenth 'Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know of the purchase of certain lands which was made by the said 
Juggomohun Roy in the year one thousand two hundred and five and 
also of a purchase of land made by the said defendant Rammohun 
Roy after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy m the year one 
thousand two hundred and twenty and one thousand two hundred and 
twenty one Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy purchased four hundred 
biggahs of A 5 anah land situate at Cabilpore in Zallah Burdwan for the 
sum of 1200 rupees and also two pieces or parcels of ground making 
together four biggahs and sixteen cottahs situate at Ragonauthpore at 
Jehanabad aforesaid for which he paid 20 rupees in cash and gave two 
biggahs of land in lieu Saith that sometime in the year one thousand 
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two hundred and twenty one the said Rammohug Roy exchanged two 
biggaha and ten cottahs situate at Ragonauthpore four biggahs and 
ten cottahs also situate at Ragonauthpore Saith that the said two biggahs 
and ten cottahs of land and the said four biggahs and ten cottahs were 
of about the same value the former being more fertile thnn the latter 
and were respectively worth about 50 rupees each This deponent 
saith that he doth not of his own knowledge know for whose benefit or 
out of whiise monies or funds die purchase momes of such lands were 
paid Saith t^at fie is well acquainted with the said lands havmg often 
seen the same and havmg culhvated a part of the said 400 biggahs 

To the Fourteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy and the said defendant during the lifetiine of the 

Juggomohun Roy did live together and form one xmdivided Hindoo 
family as to food but were separated and divided as to property Saith 
that Tareeney Dabee the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and the 
said defendant was mamtained and supported by them the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and Rarrnnohun Rc^ jomtly out of a fund hy them set apart 
for that purpose Saith that the religious ceremonies performed by them 
were piaid for hy the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy oxrt 
of the said jomt fund which arose from the rents and issues of certam 
lands which were set apart for that purpose hy the said Juggomohun 
Roy and Rammohxm Roy Saith from the year one thousand two hundred 
and eighteen when the said Juggomohun Roy died up to the year one 
thousand two hundred and twenty three the said Taireney Dabee was 
mamtamed and the said rehgious ceremonies were performed out of the 
said jomt fund which he this deponent knows from havmg been m the 
service of the said Rammohun Roy durmg the said last menboned tune 
and subsequent thereto 

To the Fifteenth Inlerrogatoty tKi* deponent saith that the age of 
the said Complamant at the time of the death of hia father Juggomohun 
Roy was about 14 years which he this deponent knows from having 
known the said Complainant from his bath Saith that on the death of 
th# said Juggomohun Roy his son the said complamant possessed him 
self of the Eatate immoveable and moveable which belonged to the 
®*ud Juggomohun Roy and m which he vfaa mterested m his lifetime 
Saith that the personal property of the said Juggomohim Roy at the tune 
of his death consisted of 850 rupees m cash a shawl vrorth 60 rupees 60 
or 70 rupees wordi of brass and metal plates and about 30 rupees worth 
of wearing apparels Saith that his real property consisted of about 150 
biggahs of lands at a place called Chetwa about 12 biggahs of land at a 
place called Chunderconah and about 50 biggahs of land situate at 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


101 


different places together with the said 400 biggahs of aymah land which 
said immoveable property he this deponent supposes was worth about 
12,000 rupees Saith that he this deponent was present when the said 
Juggomohun Roy died and saw the said Govmdpersaud Roy take pos- 
session of his property both real and personal on his own account and 
for his own separate benefit. 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
complainant and defendant did after the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy which happened in the year one thousand two Jiundred and 
eighteen to the year one thousand two hundred and twenty three live 
together and form an undivided Hindoo family as to food Saith that in 
the month of Maugh one thousand two hundred and twenty three the 
said defendant removed from, the said house m which he had lived 
with the said complainant to a house situate m the village o’f Rogonauth- 
pore where he hath resided ever since Saith that his immediate cause 
of removal was a dispute which he had with his mother Tarreney Daby 
Saith that he this deponent was at that time living in the service of the 
defendant Rammohun Roy by which means he became acquainted with 
the circumstance of the removal of the said Rammohun Roy and the 
cause thereof. 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any other matter or thing which may in any way tend to the 
benefit or advantage of the said Complt m this cause 
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104. Cross Deposition of Bacharam Seln. (Examined 9 & 10 April, 1818). 

Deposition of a Witness taken in the above Cause 
by the Examiner of this Court — Bacharam Sain of 
Molungah m Calcutta Mahumr aged fifty years or 
thereabouts being produced as a witness on the part of 
the Complainant m the Cause and a Note having ^een 
Delivered to Mr William Scott Attorney for the said 
Complainant on the 26th day of March one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen of the name title and place 
of abode of the said Bacharam Sam He the said 
Bacharam Sain was afterwards on the said 26th day of 
March one thousand eight hundred and eighteen sworn 
and on the 9th and 1 0th day of April in the said year 
was Ehcammed on the Cross Interrogatories filed by the 



102 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


Defendant on the 5th day of March one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen and deposeth as followa— 

To the Second Goss Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he is a 
Mohumr in the service of the Gimplamant Govindpersaud Roy and hath 
been tn such service from the month of Agraun one thousand two 
hundred and twenty four Saith that he supports himself and family 
from a salary of five rupees per month which ho receives from the said 
Gmplainant Saith that at present he resides m a house of the Gmplain 
ant situate called either Pattuldanga or MoUunga but which he this 
deponent doth not know near to the goal of the Court of Requests Saith 
that he hath resided there since the month of Poos last Saith that he 
hath received wages from the said Gmplainant from the month of 
Agraun last and hath resided with him ever since partly at Gdcutta 
and partly at Burdwan Saith that he hath maintained and supported 
himself out of the wages he hath received from the said Complamant 
from the said month of Aigraun Saith that the nature of his business is 
to carry messages and to make purchases and collect rents or to tnm 
sact any other busmess which may be required of him by his said 
master Saith that he expects to receive no other remunerabon or reward 
for such busmess and service save and except his salary of five rupees 
per month and victuals and clo^ung Saith that he iht* deponent was 
sent by the Gmplamant to Burdwan where the said Gmplamant amv 
ed shortly after him m order to procure paper and evidence m support 
of the present suit Saith that he hath repeatedly accompanied the smd 
Complainant to the office of his Solicitor m this cause Saith that he hath 
never accorapiamed the Complamant to the house of one Comar Smg 
Chowdhiy nor hath ho received from the said Gmar Sing Chowtlhiy 
any papers prepared by him m support of the Gmplamants clanns ra 
this cause Saith that he hath gone to the said Kumar Sing visit him bemg 
of the srune cast with this deponent but not sent him on busmess Saith 
that he thig deponent is not m the pracbee nor bath he at any bme sc 
compamed the Gmplainant and Kissenmohun Dharra m search of 
evidence and witnesses to be purchased m this cause Saith that he this 
deponent hath heard of ^e said Gmar Smg as a person of evil character 
and had been punished some years ago for havmg intermeddled with 
some cause m the Supreme Gurt but of which he this deponent hath 
no knowledge cxceptmg hearsay Saith that he this deponent hath never 
held any commoiucabon widi him the said Gmar Sing Gowdhry rcs- 
pectmg this cause either m the presence of the complamant or other 
wise Saith that be was in the service of the defendant Rammohun Roy 
as Mohurm at a monthly salary latterly of 5 rupees per month and that 
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- he was in his service from the month of x x of the year one 
thousand two hundred and fifteen to the third of Agraun in the year 
one thousand two hundred and twenty three Saith that he was discharg- 
ed from the said service on the third of Agraun in the year one thousand 
two hundred and twenty four owing to this deponent having sided with 
the Complainant Govmdpersaud Roy in a matter regarding their Cast 
m which they differed but that he was not discharged for any miscon- 
duct in service Saith that about four or five days after he was discharged 
from the service of the defendant he entered the service of the Com- 
plainant Saith that he did not on entering such service “^ffer to assist 
the Complainant to carry on the present suit nor is he now retained and 
employed for that purpose only but for the general purposes of all his 
transactions Saith that when he this deponent first entered the service 
of the said defendant the said defendant required from him a Kabulliut 
or an agreement in -writing which is usually done on such occasions for 
securing his good behaviour Saith that he this deponent did execute a 
Kabuliat for that purpose and delivered the same to the said defendant 
and believes that the said agreement is at this time of his examination 
in the possession of the said defendant Saith that when he this depo- 
nent executed such agreement the said defendant was not jointly con- 
cerned with any persons or person in any trade or dealings or copartner- 
ship Saith that he this deponent entered into the sole employ of the 
said defendant and not into his employ jointly -with any other persons 
or person Saith that while he continued in such employ he received 
his wages from Jossodanund the Cash keeper of the said Ranunohun 
Roy and x such sums he considered the said Rammohun Roy 
cis his empolyer Saith that he did m his capacity as mohumr to the 
said defendant keep accounts in his proper handwriting not in books but 
in separate pieces of paper which were afterwards strung together which 
said accounts were in the possession of the said defendeint at the time 
that this deponent quitted his service and which accounts he believes 
are still in his possession Saith that such accounts solely and exclusively 
related to the proper dealings and transactions of the said defei^dEint 
and not to any joint dealings between the said defendemt Ramcaunt Roy 
and Juggomohun Roy Saith that he never made nor ever heard of any 
entry ageunst joint dealings in any account of the said Rammohun Roy 
jointly -with any other persons or person whatever Saith that one Montoo 
Roy X him one Dookeram Mookerjee and after the said Dookercun. 
Mookerjee he this deponent kept an account of a fund which was set 
apart by Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy and the defendant Reim- 
mohun Roy for the expences of their food and religious ceremonies 
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Smth that the said Montoo Roy u dead and that he this deponent saw 
Dookeram Mookerjee at Kiahenagore in the month of Agraun last 
Saith that he was m the service of the defendant Rammhonn Roy at the 
tones when he purchased the Puttannee or Talooks of Nangoorparah 
Beloka Kishenagore and Serampore retpecbvely mentioned m the plead 
ingt of this cause Saith that the same were respectively purchased by 
the exclusive money of the said defendant Saith that he did keep the 
accounts which respectively related to said last mentioned Talooks 
from the times when some of them were purchased up to the tone when 
he this depof^ent quitted the service of the said defendant Saith thwt he 
doth know that such Talooks were treated and considered and managed 
and possessed and enjoyed as the absolute and exclusive property of 
the said defendemt this deponent looking at the paper writing now pro- 
duced and shown to him at this the tone of his examination marked No 
1 saith that the same is the agreement which he this deponent executed 
and delrvered to the said defendant when he entered mto his service res- 
pectmg which he hath been before interrogated and that his this depo- 
nents prop^ hand writing u subscribed to the same 

To the Third Cross Intcrrogalory this deponent saith that he did 
see a certam Deed of Partition m the month of Agraun last purporting 
to be a deed whereby Ramcaunt Roy the father of the defendant Ram 
mohun Roy allotted and divided the landed property which he possessed 
at the of such partition Saith that he saw the said deed ra the 
possession of the Complainant Govmdpersaud Roy m the month of 
Bhader last Saith that be doth know that from the tone when he this 
deponent first entered mto the service of the said defendant was m the 
year one thousand two hundred and fifteen the whole of the landed 
property roenboned m such deed of parbbon was enjoyed and po®- 
sessod by the parbes menboned m the said deed namely Juggomohun 
Roy Rammohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy according to the distribuhon 
or division therein made Saith th«r the said Juggomohun Roy did at 
all tones withm the knowledge and recoDccbon of him this deponent 
exclusively managed the said landed property which by the said deed 
of Gift was allotted to him anj did receive the rents and profits and 
pay the revenue or duhes to Government on account of such last men 
boned landed property Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy did grant 
pottahf and receipts to the respecbvo Tenants and Riots who occupied 
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or belonged to the landed property which had been allotted to him by 
the saidi deed of Partition Saith that he this deponent is an Inhabitant 
of Kissenaghur situate near to Nangoorparah and hath full means of 
knowing as W’cll from being such Inhabitant of the said place as from 
his being m the service of the defendant Rammohun Roy and likewise 
from having rented land from the said Juggomohun Roy from time to 
time that the property allotted as aforesaid to the said Juggomohun Roy 
was exclusively managed by him Saith that he doth not know that the 
said Juggomohun Roy either sold mortgaged exchanged or transferred 
any part of the property so allotted to him by the said deed^ of Partition 
either with or without any communication with the said Rammohun 
Roy Saith that the said defendant Rammohun Roy did at all times 
after he this deponent entered into his service exclusively manage the 
said landed property which had been allotted to him by the said deed 
of partition without any interference with the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Ramcaunt Roy or either of them as the sole and absolute owner 
thereof 

To the Fourth Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that he did 
not say in his examination in chief that Juggomohun Roy and the defen- 
dant in the title of these interrogatories named did at any time after 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three live together or 
act as of an undivided Hindoo family either jointly with his father 
Ramcaunt Roy or otherwise Saith that from the year one thousand 
two hundred and three up to the year one thousand two 
hundred and twenty three the said family were united as to food but 
divided as to property and every thing else Saith that froml the said 
year one thousand two hundred and three up to year one thousand 
two hundred and ten when the said Ramcaunt Roy died the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy lived together with the said 
father and were undivided as to food Saith that from the death of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy up to the time of the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy which happened m the year one thousand two hundred and eighteen 
the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy continued to live ©to- 
gether in the same house and were undivided as to food Saith that 
from the death of the said Juggomohun Roy and up to the year one 
thousand two hundred and twenty three the said Rammohun Roy and 
Govindpersaud Roy the son of the said Juggomohun Roy continued to 
live together and were undivided as to food Saith that he doth not 
know that the said Juggomohun Roy Ramcaunt Roy and the defendant 
were reunited their interest as to property or that any cKange took 
place either in the management or conduct of the affairs of the family 
14 
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Seith that the said Ramcaunt Roy from the year one thoiwand two 
himdxed and three and up to the tune of hia death mostly resided m 
Burdwan Saith that he somehmca dunng that p«iod went to reside at 
Langulparah with his sons Juggomohim Roy and the defendant Ram 
raohun Roy and sometimes with hi* son Ramlochun Roy at Radanagote 
Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy resided in a house m Burdwan and 
earned on separate dealmgs and transacbons distmct and separate from 
the deahngs and transacbons of his sons to the amount of two lacks 
and sometimes to the amount of two lacks and a half annually which he 
this deponent knows from haying had deahngs with the said Ramcaunt 
Roy for and on behalf of his rhiw deponents father Saith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy did after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy receive 
m the possession of him this deponent the sum of Sicca Rupees 1000 from 
one Juggutmm Roy which sum was due to the said Ramcaunt Roy at 
the time of his death Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy did after the 
death of the said Ramcaunt Roy make an airangement with one 
Benodram Sammadar for a debt which %vas due by the said Benodram 
Sommadar to the said Ramcaunt Roy and did receive a part of the said 
debt amounting to 100 rupees m several payments wbich said debt 
amounted in the whole to about 700 rupees Saith that he doth not know 
of any other debt which the said JuggomoKun Roy recovered after hia 
fathers death Saith that he doth not know nor was he privy to the said 
Juggomohun Roy x x z a claim to th« Zillah Court at Hooghly 
statmg himself to be the sole heir of the said Ramcaunt Roy or that 
he by virtue thereof acquued large or any sum or sums of money Saith 
that he doth not know of any speculabon or dealmg m which the aaid 
Juggomohun Roy was at any time engaged either jomtiy with the de- 
fendant or otherwise and by which he made very considerable or other 
profit Siuth that m the absence of Jugganut Mozumdar the Naib of the 
Talook of Bcloke and Kissenaggur which said Talook belonged to 
Rammohun Roy and which the said Rammohun Roy purchased m the 
name of one Rajiblochun Roy the said Juggomohun Roy transacted and 
managed the affairs of the said Tairaf of Beloke and Kisscnaghur but 
that the said Juggomohun Roy received no advantages or profits there 
from Saith that ho doth know of a purchase which was made by the 
said Juggomohun Roy m the year one thousand two himdrcd and five 
of 400 biggahs of aymah land as also of four bigghas and sixteen cottahs 
of other land between Bengal years one thousand two hundred and 
fifteen and one thousand two hundred and seventeen which the said 
Juggomohun Roy purchased m th© name of hrm the said Juggomohun 
Roy Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy purchased the said aymah 
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land 'from] one Gocoolnaut Mitter and Seetanaut Mitter Saith that he 
purchased four biggahs and sixteen cottas part from Bulram Odicarry 
and part from Ramdhone Ghose and Ramnanan Ghose Saith that the 
said Juggomohun Roy paid for the said lands partly m cash belonging 
to himself and partly by an exchange of other lands Saith that he paid 
about 1200 or a thousand rupees in cash for the said 400 biggahs of 
aymah land and that he gave 2 biggahs of land and twenty rupees for 
the said four biggahs and sixteen cottahs Saith that in the year 12x the 
said Juggomohun Roy mortgaged the said aymah land to Rajiblochun 
Roy and borrowed and received on such mortgage the sum of Sa 
Rupees 1 600 m the presence of him this deponent Saith that the amount 
of 1200 rupees thereof was in silver paid into the hands of the said 
Juggomohun Roy by the said Rajiblochun Roy and 400 was paid by 
a transfer of debt due by the said Juggomohun Roy to Rammohun 
Roy Saith that on the occasion of the said mortgage a mortgage deed 
was executed by the said Juggomohun Roy to the said Rajiblochun Roy 
but that he this deponent was not a subscribing witness thereto though 
he was present on that occasion Saith that he doth not know of any 
Instrument or Instruments in wnting touching the purchase mortgage 
sale Exchange or Transfer of any landed or other property m which 
the said Juggomohun Roy the Defendant Rammohun Roy and their 
father Ramcaunt Roy joined as parties subsequently to the 19th of 
Augrun one thousand two hundred and three Saith that he doth not 
know of any Instrument or Instruments in writing touching the purchase 
mortgage sale exchange or transfer of any landed or other property 
m which the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy were joined 
as partners subsequent to the day and year last mentioned Saith that 
he doth not know of any landed or other property which at any time 
since the day last mentioned was purchased with the joint funds of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy Saith that he doth not 
know with whose funds certain Talooks or Eistates now in the possession 
of Rammohun Roy and respectively called Govindpore Rammesser- 
pore and Nangoorparah were purchased Saith that he knows that 
certain Talooks called Billoke Kissenaghur and Serampore were pur- 
chased with the funds of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that he this 
deponent was present when the said Rammohun Roy made the pur- 
chase of the Talook Billoke Saith that he was not present when the 
Tallooks of Kissenghur and Serampore were purchased but was pre- 
sent after the purchase thereof when the said Talooks were taken 
possession thereof for and on behalf of the said Rammohun Roy Saith 
that the said Talooks of Goyindpore Rammesserpore and Nangoreparah 



loa 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


have ever emce he this deponent hath been m the service of the «ud 
Rammohun Roy been in the exclusive possession of him the said Ram 
mohun Roy Saith that the said defendant Rammohun Roy has through 
hia Naibs and his Putteendara occupied and possessed the said Talooks 
and estates from the bme they were purchased respectively as far as he 
this deponent can recollect since his first coming into the service of the 
said Rammohim Roy Saith that the said TalooVs of Govmdpore and 
Rammetserpore are x x by Rajiblochun Roy Puttundar of the 
said Rammohun Roy Saith that Nangoorparah Bflloke Kitsenagoie 
Serampore ^re held and managed by Jugganaut Mozumdar as Naib 
of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that the said Rammohim Roy has by 
his Naib the said Juggernaut Mozumdar and the said Rajiblochun Roy 
received to his use and for his sole benefit the rents and profits trf the 
said Talooka or Estates arj paid to Government assessment revenues 
and duties thereof and x x x exclusively managed them at 
all tunes smcc the same were respectively purchased Saith that the 
said defendant Rammohun Roy and his agents and servants have at 
all fames smee the purchase of the said Estate granted Pottaha and 
receipts m the sole name of the saw! Rammohun Roy to the tenants 
and Ryots who occupy the aatd estates Saith that the said Rammohun 
Roy hath at all famee since the purchase of the said Talooks or estates 
respectively either by himself his agents or servants exercised the sole 
management and controul over the said Talooks and Estates as the 
sole owner and proprietor thereof respectively Saith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy did from time to fame from the year one thousand 
two hundred and fifteen to the year one thousand two hundred and 
eighteen act as the agent manager or Naib of the said Talcxiks or 
Estates m the absence of the said Joggumaut Mozumdar the Naib of 
the said Rammlohun Roy Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy so acted 
dunng the said penod m trust for m the use of and m the name of the 
said defendant Rammohun Roy Saith that he doth know of an agree 
meat which was entered mto between the said Juggomohun Roy and 
R^blochun Roy but not on the behalf of the defendant Rammohun 
Roy Smth that the said Juggomohun Roy did by the said agreement 
undertake to account to the said Rajihlochim Roy for the collections 
he had made m the Talooks of Kitsenagore Bclloko Langulparah and 
Serampore and which agreement the said Juggomohun Roy executed 
m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred end eigdileen Saith that 
the aaid Juggomohun Roy did not act as Naib by virtue of any agree- 
ment but that he acted as such for he said Juggernaut Mozumdar for 
such fames as the said Juggernaut Mozumdar was personally absent 
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during wlncK tinxe the said Juggomohun Roy was subject to the autho- 
rity of the said Rajiblochun Roy Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy 
acted for the said Juggernaut Mozumdar from time to time from the 
year one thousand two hundred and fifteen to the year one thousand 
two hundred and eighteen but that he did not manage the said Talooks 
and estates under any agreement Saith that he doth not know when the 
said Juggomohun Roy ceased to act as such agent or manager or Naib 
Saith that he is acquainted with a piece or parcel of ground containing 
about nine biggahs and not sixteen biggahs situate at Ragonautpore in 
the Pergannah of Jehanabad m which a certain house halA lately been 
erected Saith that the said piece of ground was purchased with the 
proper x of the said Rammohun Roy x that 4 biggahs 
and 10 cottahs thereof were purchased by the said Rammohun Roy 
in the year one thousand two hundred and twenty one from Nubbo- 
caunt Chukerburty and others whose names he this deponent doth not 
just now recollect with his own proper funds Saith that the other 4 
biggahs and 10 cottahs belonged to his the said Rammohun Roys one 
Talook of Kissenagore and was in the possession of Ryot to whom 
the said Rammohun Roy gave other ground in exchange for the same 
Saith that the said Rammohun Roy did not exchange land with his 
Ryot but X the same into his own hands and reduced his annual 
X for so much Saith that the said defendant Rammohun Roy hath 
since the purchase of the said piece of ground consisting of 4 biggahs 
and '10 cottahs as also of the other 4 biggahs and 10 cottahs which he 
so reserved from his said Tenant built a house thereon and formed a 
garden at his own exclusive expence and with his own proper monies 
which he this deponent knows from having been at the time in the 
service of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that Rammohun Roy began 
to form the garden in one thousand two hundred and eighteen but 
in one thousand two hundred and twenty one he destroyed the said 
garden and so renewed building the said house thereon and finished 
the same in one thousand two hundred and twenty three Saith that the 
said Rammohun Roy hath since the building of the said house pos- 
sessed and enjoyed the same but that the said house 5 aelded no rent 
or profit Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy was confined in the Gaol 
Roomis of Midnapore m the year x the year one thousand two 
hundred and twelve for arrears of revenue due to Government for his 
Talooks of North Hurrerampore but what was the amount of the said 
debt he this deponent doth not know Saith that the said defendant 
was in the receipt of the rents and profits of the Eistates respecting 
which he hath been before intenrogated and otherynse in opulent cir- 
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cumstancw during the tune hia satd brother was confined m pnaon 
Saith that the aaid Juggomohun Roy waa releawd from pnaon in the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twelve which release he 
obtained by paying down 1000 rupees in cash and entering into an 
agreement to pay the residue by inalamlents Saith that after hia release 
and up to the penod of his death the said Juggomohun Roy continued 
in distressed and embarrassed circumstances and was compelled to 
borrow small sums of money from Moodies and from other mdividuals 
and particularly from the said Rapblochun Roy whom he this depo 
nent saw advance on one occasion the sum of 1600 rupees Saith that 
he doth, not know of any sum d( money which was borrowed from the 
said Rammohun Roy by the said Juggomohun Roy nor did he ever see 
him execute any security to the said Rammohun Roy Saith that the 
defendant did m the month of Augrun m the year one thousand two 
hundred and tjventy one transfer to Kis nephew one Gooroodoss his 
the defendants share of the fatmly house at Langulparah and the said 
Gooroodoss hath ever smce up to the present tune contmued to occupy 
and possess the same Saith that he doth not know for what reason the 
said defendant transferred the said share m the said house to the said 
Gooroodoss Saith that the defendant did x x x 

mtenogated before x about x x x x x 

after he had transferred to the said Gooroodoss the said share m the 
said family house 


J A Simpson 
Examr 


} 


(Sd ) 


105 Interrogatories on behalf Of Fummohun Roy (Filed 27 August 1818) 

Interrogatories to bo adminis- 
tered to such witnesses as shall be 
produced Sworn and Exnrruned 
n certain Cause now pending and 
at issue in the Supremo Court of 
Judicature at Fort William m 

Bengal wherein Govindpersaud 
Roy only son and heir and legal 
personal representative of Juggo- 
mohun Roy deceased is Complain 
ant and Rammohun Roy is Defcn 
dant 
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ON THE PART AND BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT 

ABOVENAMED 

First Interrogatory Who and what are you? How do you sub- 
sist or gam your livelihood ? Are you in the service or employment of 
any and of what person by name and if yea how long have you been 
in such service or employment? Declare — 

Second Interrogatory Do you know the parties Complainant and 
Defendant in the title of these interrogatories named or either and 
which of them^ and if yea, how long have you known tilem or either 
or which of them? Declare — 

Third Interrogatory Did you know one Ramcaunt Roy who m 
his lifetime was the father of the Defendant in the title of these Interro- 
gatones named ^ If yea how long before his death were you acquainted 
with the said Ramcaunt Roy and what was the nature of your acquain- 
tance with him? If you shall say that you were intimately acquainted 
with the said Ramcaunt Roy then declare whether you had any and 
■vyhat means of knowing the relations or family of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy? If you had such means, declare whether the said Ramcaunt 
Roy had any and what sons, wives or Brothers when you first became 
acquainted with him and who or whom by name ? In what village or 
place did the said Ramcaunt Roy reside when you first became ac- 
quainted with him and did any or what person or persons by name hve 
and reside in the same house with the said Ramcaunt Roy at the time res- 
pecting which you have been last interrogated, and if yea did such 
person or persons live with the said Ramcaunt Roy and constitute with 
him an undivided Hindoo family, or otherwise and how? Do you 
know of any Partition or Division having taken place at any time and 
when, between the said Ramcaunt Roy and all or any or either and 
which of the members o^ his family either in respect of food or pro- 
perty? If yea, did the parties take possession of the property which 
was allotted by such partition or division to each respectively and did 
the said Ramcaunt Roy retain or keep possession of any and what 
property after such division and partition ? Did any and what change 
take place at any time and when after such partition or division in 
regard to the residence or marmer of living of any or of either and of 
which of the members of the family of the said Ramcaunt Roy? If 
yea did the said Ramcaunt Roy continue after such partition or divi- 
sion to reside in the same house or place which he had occupied pre- 
viously to such partition or division or did he remove to and reside at 
any other and at what place? If you shall say that the said Ramcaunt 
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Roy did change his place of residence how soon after such partition or 
division did such change take place and did all or any or either and 
which of the persons who were members of his family before such 
parbbon or division accompiany the said Ramcaunt Roy to his new 
place of residence? If not m what place or places did the several per 
sons who were members of the family of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
before such partition or division respectively reside or continue to reside 
after such partihon or division? Did or did not the said Ramcaunt 
Roy continue to reside after such change or removal in the place to 
which he so^removed after the said paztibon or division and until the 
period of his death ? If not m what place or places respectively did the 
said Rhmeaunt Roy reside after the said partition or division and until 
the penod of his death? How and m what manner did the said Ram- 
caunt Roy employ himself after the said partition or division and did 
he enter into or engage m any dealmgs or transactions of any and of 
what kmd or description? If yea were such dealings or transactions 
earned on jomtly with any person or persons and who or whom by 
name or were the same earned oix by the said Ramcaunt Roy on his 
own separate and exclusive account as you know or for any and for 
what believe? Do you know whether the said Ramcaunt Roy kept 
any books or accounts relating to dealmgs or tiau»Aet3cma which he 
earned on either jomtly or separately after the penod of such partition 
or division respectmg which you have been before mterrogated, if yea 
where were such Books or accounts kept or deposited dunng the life- 
time of the said Ramcaunt Roy and who obtamed possession thereof 
respectively after the death of the said Ramcaiml Roy? Do you know 
what person or persons by name kept or wrote the entnes m the Books 
or accounts respectmg which you hsve been last mterrogated dunng 
oH or any part of the tfeturte of the said Ramcaunt Roy and subsc 
quently to the said partition or division? If yea are such person or 
persons hvmg or dead and if dead when and where did he or they 
die Qs you know or have any and what reason to believe ? When and 
wh^e particularly did the said Ramcaunt Roy depart this hfe and did 
he die possessed of any and of what property real and personal or 
of either and of which and to what amount respectively as you know 
or have any and what reason bchevc? If not what became of the 
property which the said Ramcaunt Roy retamed to himself at the broc of 
such partibon and division and if yea what person or persons by name 
admraistered or took possession of all or of any and of what part of 
tbe property real or personal which belonged to the said Ramcaunt 
Roy at the bme of his death and to what amount? Did any person or 
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persons and who or whon> by name, after the death of the Scud Ram- 
caunt Roy collect m or receive any debt or debts sum or sums of money 
which was or were due and owing to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the 
time of his death upon any judgment Decree Bond Note or other Secu- 
rity If yea, declare particularly what debt or debts sum or sums of 
money was or were received by such person or persons, and from what 
person or persons by name and when the same was or were received 
and m what manner such debt or debts was or were secured or ad- 
judged to be due to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the time of his death 
as you know or have any and what reason to believe and particularly 
set forth under what authority or pretended authority s9ch debt or 
debts was or were claimed collected or received by the person or 
persons who collected or received the same? Did or did not the said 
Ramcaunt Roy at any time after such partition or division respecting 
which you have been before interrogated, reunite himself in estate or 
Interests wath all or with any or with either and with which of the mem- 
bers of his family with whom such partition or division was so made? 
If yea, when did such reunion take place and on what occasion? If 
you shall say that the said Ramcaunt Roy did not reunite himself with 
all or any or either of the members of the family from whom he sever- 
ed at the time of such partition or division then declare your reasons 
for knowing or believing that such reunion did not take place and say 
whether from the nature of your intimacy and acquaintance with the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and with his affairs and dealings after such partition 
and division, any union or reunion of Interests with any other person 
or persons could have taken place without your knowledge thereof? 
Declare your knowledge and belief of the matters and things respecting 
which you have been herein interrogated unto fully and particularly 
together with the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your 
belief respectively? 

Fourth Interrogatory Were you or were you not acquainted with 
one Juggomohun Roy who in his lifetime was the father of the Complain- 
ant in the title of these Interrogatories named? If yea in what year 
did you first become acquainted with the said Juggomohun Roy ajid 
were you or were you not acquainted with the concerns or dealings or 
manner of living of the said Juggomohun Roy for any and for what period 
of time ? If you shall have said that you were acquamted with the said 
Juggomohun Roy before the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and three then declare m what place the said Juggomohun Roy resided 
until the month of Agrun in that year? Did any and what person or 
persons by name live and reside with the said Juggomohun Roy at the 
15 
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time laat rpentioned and togfcther with him form one Hindoo family? 
If yea waa such family previoua to the time laat mentioned divided or 
undivided? If undivided did any partition or diviaion take place at 
or about the time laat mentioned and did auch parbbon or division 
occaaion any and what change in the place or place* of residence of 
any or of either and of which of the members who conabtuted auch 
Hindoo family previously to auch division? Was or was not any pro- 
perty real or personal allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy on the 
occaaion of auch parbbon or dnriaion and of any landed or real pro 
perty was allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy what person or persona 
upon or after auch parbbon or division took possession thereof? Do 
you or do you not know what person or persons by name received the 
rents and profits of the real or landed property respectively which you 
have been last interrogated after the period of such parbbon or dm- 
sion and dunng the lifetime of the said Juggomohim Roy? If yea 
declare the name or names of auch person or persons and for what 
period of bme he or they received the rents or profits of such last 
mienboned real or landed property and the means of your knowledge 
herein,? Do you or do you not know m whose possession the land or 
other real property which was so allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy 
at the bme of such parbbon or dmsion now is or are ? If yea what 
person or persons is or are now possessed thereof or of any and of what 
part thereof? and how and by what means did such person 
or persons become possessed thereof ? Do you know whether 
all or any and what part of the landed or real property which 
has so allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy at the bme of such parb 
bon or diviaion was at any fame during the lifetime of the 8^ud Juggo- 
mohun Roy sold to any person Or persons and who or whom by name 
or exchanged for any other landed or real property? If yea declsie 
what person or persons by name sold or exchanged die landed or other 
property which had been so allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy and 
jjarbculaily describe the property which was so sold or exchanged the 
landed or other property which had been so allotted to the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and parbculaxly describe thp property wbich was so sold 
of exchanged and the parbculai tune when such sale or e x c h ange res- 
pectively took place ? Where did the said Juggomohun Roy reside 
after the penod of such parbbon or division and unt3 the time of his 
death? How and m what manner did the said Juggomohun Roy employ 
himself after the said pa i t it io u or dmsion and did he enter or engsg® 
in any dealing* or transacbons of any and of what land or desenpbon? 

If yea were such dealings or transacboiu earned on jointly with any 
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person or persons and who or whom by name or were the same earned 
on by the said Juggomohun Roy on his own separate and exclusive 
account as you know or for any and for what reason believe ? Do you 
know whether the said Juggomohun Roy kept any Books or accounts 
relating to any dealings or transactions which he carried on either jointly 
or separately after the period of such partition or division respecting 
which you have been before interrogated if yea where were such Books 
or accounts kept or deposited during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and Juggomohun Roy respectively ? Do you know what person or 
persons by name kept or wrote the entries in the Books or accounts 
respecting which you have been last interrogated duringOall or any 
part of the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy 
respectively and subsequently to the said partition or division, if yea 
are such person or persons living or dead and if dead when and where 
did he or they die as you know or have any and what reason to believe ? 
When and where particularly did the said Juggomohun Roy depart this 
life, and did he die possessed of any and of what property real and 
personal or of either and of which and to what amount respectively 
as you know or have any and what reason to believe? If yea what 
person or persons by name administered or took possession of all or 
of any and of what part of the property real or personal 
which belonged to the said Juggomohun Roy at the time of 
his death and to what amount^ Do you or do you not know the cir- 
cumstances or conditions of life of the said Juggomohun Roy after the 
said partition or division, and particularly during the latter period of 
his life? If you do what were the pecuniary circumstances of the 
said Juggomohun Roy at or about the period last mentioned and when 
particularly ? If you shall have said that the said Juggomohun Roy was 
in affluent or in good circumstances, then declare if you know of what 
particulcir property the smd Juggomohun Roy was possessed and of what 
the same consisted, and what became thereof at the time of his death 
But if you shall have said that the said Juggomohun Roy was in distress- 
ed or embarrassed circumstances then declare how and by what means 
of knowledge you are enabled to depose thereto and your reasons parti- 
cularly explain? Do you know or have you any and what reason to 
believe that at any time after the period of such partition or division 
respecting which you have been before interrogated the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy was concerned m any joint dealings or transactions of any 
kind or description either with his Brother the Defendant m the title of 
these interrogatories named or with his fathei Ramcaunt Roy? If yea 
what was the particular nature and extent of such dealings and transac- 



U6 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


bona and when and how long were they earned on? If not, do you 
on your oath believe that any joint dealing* or transacbona between 
the aaid Juggomohun Roy and the said Defendant and their said father 
Ramcaunt Roy could have been earned on without your becoming 
acquainted therewith? If you behevc that such dealings and transac 
bons could not have been earned on without your knowledge or pnvity 
set forth the ground* and reasons of such your behef herein fully and 
parbcularly Do you know or have you any and what reason to be 
lieve that after the period of such parbbon and division the said Juggo- 
mohim Roy reuiuted himself in respect estate and interest or m any 
other and iiPwhat manner with all or with any or with either and with 
which of the member* of his family with whom such parbbon or division 
vm* so made? If yea when did such reumon take place and on what 
occasion? If you shall say that the said Juggomohun Roy did not 
reimite hnnself with all or any or either of the members of the family 
from whom he severed at the hmo of such parbbon or division then de 
dare your reasons for knowing or beheving that such reunion did 
not take place and say whether from the nature of your mbmacy and 
acqua int a n ce with the said Juggomohim Roy and with his a£airt and 
dealings after such parbbon and division any umon or reunion of ni 
terests with any other person or persons could have taken place without 
your knowledge thereof? Dedare your knowledge and behef of the 
matters and thmg* respecting which you have been herem mlerrogated 
into fully and parbcularly together with the means of your knowledge 
and the means of your behef re*pecbvely 

Fifth Interrogfatory Have you bad any and what opportunity or 
means of knowing the cucumstences dealing* and tTan*acbon* of the 
Defendant m the btle of the*€ Intcrrogatones named and if yea at what 
period of bme did you first become acquamted with the pecuniary deal 
mgs and transachons of the said Defendant? If you »hall have said 
that you were acquamted with the affatr* and circumstances of the »aid 
Defendant before the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three 
Do you know of any parbbon or divuion of family or ancestonal pro* 
perty which took place m the month of Augnin m that year between 
the said Defendant and his father and brother*? If yea do you know 
whether any and what Landed or real property was allotted to the said 
Defendant on the occasion of such parbbon or division? If yea what 
person or person* by name after such parbbon or division took posses- 
sion of such property which was so allotted to the said Defendant? Do 
you or do you not know what person or persona by name now it or 
are in the possession of the said property which was so allotled to the 
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defendant or of. any and of what part thereof? If yea, declare the 
same Do you or do you not know whether one Ramcaunt Roy who 
m his lifetime was the father of the said Defendant and one Juggomohun 
Roy who in his lifetime was one of the brothers of the said defendant or 
either and which of them at any time after the period df such partition 
or division interfered with the possession or management of the landed 
property or of any part or parcel thereof which was so allotted to the 
said Defendant at the time of such partition or division ? If yea declare 
the same and when particularly and how and in what manner the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or either of them interfered with 
the possession or management of such last mentioned property or of any 
and of what part thereof? But if you shall have said that the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy did not interfere with the posses- 
sion or management of the said last menhoned property then set forth 
the particular reasons which enable you so to depose and the means of 
your knowledge and the grounds o^f your belief herein fully and parti- 
cularly Elxplam — Do you know what person or persons retained or 
took possession of the other parcels of landed property which on the 
occasion of the partition or division respecting which you have been 
before interrogated were respectively allotted to the other members of 
the said family? If yea declare the same fully and particularly — Did 
or did not the said Defendant at any time after such partition in any 
manner interfere with the possession or management of all or of any 
part of the landed property which had been so allotted to any or to 
either of the other members of his family at the time of the said parti- 
tion? If not could he have interfered with the possession or manage- 
ment thereof without your knowledge or privity and if he could not set 
forth the particular reasons of your knowledge and the grounds of your 
belief herein fully and particularly and the whole truth declare 

Sixth Interrogatory Do you know where the Defendant in the 
title of these interrogatories named resided at and before the time of 
the partition and division in the preceding interrogatory mentioned? 
If yea, declare the same — Did the said Defendant continue to dwell 
and reside in the same place after such partition or division or did he 
remove to any other and to what place of residence and how soon'^after 
such partition did the said Defendant so remove or change his place 
of residence How did the said Defendant employ himself after the said 
parbbon or division and did he enter into or engage in any dealings or 
transactions of any and of what kind or description ? If yea were such 
dealings or transacbons carried on jointly with any person or persons 
and who or whom by name or were the same carried on by the said 
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Defendant on hia own separate and exclusive account as you know or 
for any and for wtat reason believe? Do you know whether the said 
Defendant kept any Books or accounts relating to any dealings or tran 
sacbons which he earned on either jointly or separately after the period 
of such partition or division respecting which you have been before mter 
rogated if yea where ^vere such Books or accounts kept or deposited 
during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy 
respccbvely? Do you know what person or persons by name kept or 
wrote the entne* in the Books or accounts respecting which you have 
been last interrogated dunng all or any part of the li/ebme of his father 
Ramcaunt Rop and his brother Juggomohun Roy respeefavely and subae 
quently to the said parbbon or division? If yea are such person or 
persons Itvmg or dead and if dead when and where did he or they die 
as you know or have any and what reason to believe? Have you had 
any and what means of seeing or of mspecting the Books or accounts 
respeebng which you have been last mterrogated at any and what bme 
or bmes durmg the lifebme of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun 
Roy respeettvoly and if yea m whose piarbculaj care or custody and m 
what house or place vrere such Books or accounts usually kept dunng 
the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy respect 
ively? Were such Books or accounts of the dealings and transactions 
respeebng which you have been herembefore last mterrogated at any 
tune or tunes submitted to tbe mspeebon or exammabon of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or of either of them or of *uiy 
person or persons on their behalf If not could such Books or accounts 
have been submitted to the inspeebon or Elxarainabon of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or of either of them or of any 
person or persons on their behalf If not could such Books or accounts 
have been submitted to the mspeebon or exammabon of the said Ram 
caunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or of cither of them or of any person 
or persons on the behalf of them or of either of them without your know 
ledge or privity? If not explain for what reason you know or believe 
that such Books or accounts could not have been so inspected or ex 
ammed and the whole truth declare 

Seventh Interrogatory Do you or do you not know a certain Talook 
called or knovm by the name of Govmdpore m the Pergunnah of 
Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan? If yea do you know whether the 
said Talook was purchased by the Defendant m the bde of these inter 
rogatories named or by any and by what person or jicTsons by name on 
his behalf from any person or persons and who by name ? If yea when 
and by whom anef from whom and m whose name was the same pur 
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chased } Do you or do you not know with whose funds or monies and 
on whose account the said Talook was purchased? If yea, Declare 
the same and particularly explain how you became acquainted with the 
circumstances connected with the purchase of the said Talook and with 
what particular fund or monies the same was purchased? Declare all 
you know of the matters and things in this Interrogatory enquired after 
and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief 
particularly 

Eighth Interrogatory Do you or do you not know a certain Talook 
situated and being in the Pergunnah of Chunderconah in the Zillah of 
Burdwan and called or known by the name of Rammessei^ore ? If yea 
do you know whether the said last mentioned Talook was purchased 
by the Defendant m the title of these Interrogatories named or by any 
and by what person or persons by name on his behalf from any person 
or persons and who by name^ If yea, when and by whom and from 
whom and m whose name was the same purchased ? Do you or do you 
not know with whose funds or monies and on whose account the said 
Talook was purchased If yea, Declare the same and particuleirly explain 
how you became acquainted with the circumstances connected with the 
purchase of the said Talook and with what particular fund or monies 
the same was purchased? Declare all you know of the matters and 
things in this Interrogatory enquired after and the means of your know- 
ledge and the reasons of your belief particularly 

Ninth Interrogatory Do you or do you not know that some time 
in or about the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six the 
Defendant in the title of these Interrogatories named was about to pro- 
ceed to Patna Benares and to other Provinces remote from Calcutta? 
I'P yea, do you know whether at or about that period of time and when 
parhcularly the Defendant executed any and what instrument m writing 
in the nature of a transfer of the several Talooks in the seventh and 
eighth Interrogatories mentioned to any person or persons and who or 
whom by name ? If yea do you know for what purpose the said Instru- 
ment of Transfer was executed or why or from what reason or induce- 
ment the said Defendant was induced to execute the same? If yea 
declare the same fully and particularly Look at the paper writing in 
the Persian Language and character now produced and shown to you 
at this the time of your Examination and marked ^ith the Letter A and 
purporting to be a Bill of Sale executed by the said Defendant to one 
Rajiblochun Roy? Is or is not your name set and subscribed to the 
same as a Witness attesting the Eixecution thereof ? If yea is the name 
or signature of your own proper handwriting and did you see the said 
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Instnimeiit signed or executed by any pereon or persona and wbo by 
name? Was any and what sum of money F>aid or acknowledtfed to 
have been paid as and for the consideration of the said Instrxnnent at 
or before the execution thereof aa you know or have any and what 
reason to beheve? Do you know whether or not the property m the 
said Instrument mentioned or any part thereof was afterwards managed 
or possessed by the party to whom th© same was transferred ? If yea 
how long was the same managed or possessed by him and did be 
manage or possess the same on his own accoimt or m trust for any other 
person or persons and who or whom by name? Do you know who 
collected an< received the Rents and ProBts of the property m the 
said Instrument mentioned subsequently to and immedmtcly after the 
date and execution thereof? If yea what pyerson fay name received the 
same and did he appropriate the same to his own use or account for the 
same to and with any other and what person by name and for what 
period of time did he collect such Rents and Profits either for himself 
or for any other and for what person hy name ? Declare all you know 
of the matters and thmgs m thi# Jntcnrogalory enquned after and the 
means of your knowledge and the reasons of your behef particularly 
Tenth IntexTogatory Look at the paper wntings m the Bengal 
and Persian Languages and character now produced and shown to you 
at this the tune of your examination marked with the Letters B & C is 
or IS not your name subscribed thereto as a witness attestmg the execu 
tion rf the said Instruments or to one and which of theni^ If yea is 
the name or signatme of your proper handwntmg and did you see the 
said last menboned instrument or either and which of them executed or 
signed by any and by v^at person or persons by name? Do you know 
one Gooroodoss Mookcqeo whose name is m the said produced mstru 
roent menboned marked B If yea was the said Gooroodoss Mookcqec 
related m any and m what manner or degree to the Defendant m the 
btle of these Interrogatones named and what was the ago of the said 
Gooroodoss Mookeiiee at the bme of the date and execubon of such 
Inst menboned Instrument in wnbng? Do you know whether or not the 
said Defendant was mamed at the tunc of the date of the last menboned 
instalment? If yea declare the same and my if you know whether at 
the tune last menboned the said defendant had any and what c h i ld or 
children — Declare all you know of the matters and things m this inter 
rogatory enquired after and the means of your knowledge and the 
reasons of your behef pnrbcularly 

Eleventh Interrogatory Look at the several paper wntings in the 
Persian and Bengallee Languages and characters now produced and 
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shown to you at this the time of your examination respectively marked 
with the Letters D & E and purporting to be respectively granted and 
signed by the Collector of Burdwan and to be respectively sealed by the 
seal of office of the said Collector are you acquainted with the seal of 
office of the said Collector ? If yea are the impressions of a seal which 
now appear on the said papers writing impressions respectively of the 
genuine seal of office of the said Collector of Burdwan as you know or 
for any and for what reason believe? Look at the signature C T 
which appear subscribed to each of the said papers writing and say 
whether or not you are acquainted with the handwriting df the person 
by whom such signature was written or subscribed ? If '^^ea how did 
you become acquainted with the handwriting of such person and was 
such person at the time of the date of such papers writing respecbvely 
officiating and acting as Collector of Burdwan? Declare all you know 
of the matters and things m this Interrogatory enquired after 
and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief 
particularly. 

Twelfth Interrogatory Look at the paper writings m the Persian 
and Bengallee Languages and character now produced and shown to 
you at this the time of your examination respectively marked ■with the 
Letters D & E and purporting to be respectively signed and sealed by 
the Collector of Burdwan for the time being and read and attentively 
peruse such papers respecbvely Do you know on what occasions or 
for what purposes such papers writing were respectively granted by or 
obtained from the Collector of Burdwan ? If yea explain the same and 
particularly declare on what occasion by whose desire at 
whose instance and for what consideration such papers writ- 
ing were granted by or obtained from the said Collector of 
Burdwan? Did any and what change o'! possession take place m res- 
pect of the property or any part thereof mentioned in the said papers 
writing m consequence of the granbng or obtaining of the said papers 
writing or either of them? And if yea explain what was done in 
persuance of the granting or obtaining of such papers writing or of 
either of them Declare all you know of the matters and things in ^his 
Interrogatory enquired after and the means of your knowledge and the 
reasons of your belief parhcularly 

Thirteenth Interrogatory Do you or do you not know who is now 
in possession of the Talooks of Govindpore and Rammesserpore m the 
seventh and eighth interrogatories menboned ? If yea declare the name 
or names of the person or persons who now is or are possessed thereof 
and how long have or hath such person or persons become possessed 


16 
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of such Talooks respectively? Were such Talooks at any tunc and 
when m the possosion or under the management of one Rajiblochim 
Roy? If yea when particularly did he cease to hold the possession or 
to exercise the management thereof and to what person or persona 1^ 
name and when did he deliver the possession or management thereof? 
Do you know on what occasion or for what consideration the possession 
or management of such Talook* was delivered by the said Rajiblochun 
Roy to puch other person or persons? If yea declare the same — Do 
you know at or about what time a son was bom to the defendant m 
the btle of these Interrogatones named? If yea how soon before or 
after the bSth of such son and when particularly were such Talooks 
transferred from the possession or management of the said Rajiblochun 
Roy to the possession or management of such other person or persons? 
Declare all you know of the nfatters and things m this Tnterrogatoiy 
enquired after and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of 
your behef particularly 

Fourteenth Interrogatory Are you related to the defendant m the 
title of these Interrogatones named m any and m what manner or degree ? 
If yea declare the same were you at any tune and when the real ox die 
nominal propenetor of the Talooks of Govindpore and Ranunesser 
pore m the seventh and eighth Interrogatones particularly described? 
If yea how and m what manner and when and by what mode of 
transfer and for what consideration did you become the real or nominal 
propnetor of such Talooks?” How old were you at die tune of such 
transfer and were such Talooks managed by you or by any other and by 
what person and for what period of brae ? Did you or did yon not at 
any brae and when parbculatly transfer or cause or suffer to be trans- 
ferred by some and by what mode to some other person or persons and 
who or whom by name? If yea declare the same and explain for what 
considerabon and why and for what reason you transfcTTcd or parted 
with the possession of such Talooks? Did you receive any property 
or money or any other and what considerabon or equivalent for the 
transfer of such Talooks? and if yea are you now m the possession of 
anj property which you received at or after or as considerabon for 
such transfer ? If yea Declare the same Declare all you know of the 
matters and things m this Interrogatory enqinred after and the means 
of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief parbcularly 

Fifteenth Interrogatory Do you know whether the Defendant m 
the btle of these Interrogatones named at any time and when parti 
cularly lent and advanced any and what sura or sums of money to the 
Honorable Andrew Ramsay and Thomas Woodford Esquire who were 
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respectively Civil servants of the Honorable the East India Company 
on their Bengal Establishment or to either and to which of them? If 
yea declare the same and say if you know from what funds or from 
whose monies such sums or either of them were or was lent or advanced ? 
If you shall have said that such sums or either of them were or was 
lent or advanced to the said Andrew Ramsay and Thomas Woodford 
or to either of them out of the proper monies of the Defendant then ex- 
plain fully and particularly how and by what means you became 
enabled to know to whomi such monies belonged? Do you know 
whether such monies have been received from the said Andrew 
Ramsay and Thomas Woodford or from either of them?0 If yea who 
hath or have received the same ? and if such debts were secured by any 
Bonds notes or other securities what hath or have become thereof 
respectively as you know or have any and what reason to believe De- 
clare all you know of the matters and things m this Interrogatory enquir- 
ed after and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your 
belief particularly 

Sixteenth Interrogatory Do you know a certain Putteney Talook 
situated in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan cajled 
Kissenagore and also a certain other Putteney Talook situated in the 
same Pergunnah and Zillah called Beerlook and also a certain other 
Putteney Talook situated in the Pergunnah of Bagrah in the zillah afore- 
said and called Nangulparah and also a certain other Putteney Talook 
situated in the Pergunnah of Boorsut in the Zillah aforesaid and called 
Serampore and also a certain upper roomed house and ground thereunto 
belonging situated at Chownnghee in the Town of Calcutta which 
formerly belonged to one Elizabeth Fenwick and also a certain upper 
roomed garden house situated at Simlah in the Town of Calcutta which 
formerly belonged to one Francis Mendes and which Talooks and 
Houses respectively have been purchased by and are now in the 
possession of the Defendant in the title of these Interrogatories namjed 
If you know all or any or either of such Talooks or houses, do you know 
with whose funds or monies such Talooks or Houses or any or either 
and which of them were or was purchased ? and if yea declare the same 
If you shall have said that such Talooks or Houses or any or either of 
them were or was purchased by or with the proper monies of the said 
Defendant then explain fully and particularly how and by what means 
you have become enabled to know or depose that such monies belong- 
ed to the said Defendant exclusively? Declare all you know of the 
matters and things in this Interrogatory enquired after and the means 
of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief particularly 
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Seventeenth Interrogatory Do you know whether the Defendant 
in the btle of theae Interrogatonea named nowta or at any and what time 
hath been pioascaaed of any and of what parcel or parcels of Rent free 
or Bermutter ground situate^at Kisaenagore m the Pergunnah of Jahana 
bad m the Zihah of Burdwan contammg about three hundred Biggahs 
or any other and what quantity and which was purchased by the De- 
^endant either with bis own funds or jomdy with any other person or 
persons? If yea declare the same If you shall have said that the 
said Defendant hath not at any tune been possessed of any such rent 
free or Bermutter ground so purchased by him then declare for what 
reason and what means you are enabled to state that the said De- 
fendant did not at any time purchase or posses^ such Bermutter or rent 
free ground Declare all you know of the matters and things m this 
Interrogatory enquired after and the means of your knowledge and 
the reasons of your behef particularly 

Eighteenth Interrogatory Do you know a certain piece or psrccl 
of ground situated at Roganauthpore m the Pergunnah of Jahanabad m 
the Zillah of Burdwan containing about sixteen biggahs of ground part 
whereof bath been converted into a garden by the defendant m the 
title of theae Interrogatories named and on other part whereof a house 
hath been erected by the said Defendant If yea was or was not the 
said piece or parcel of ground allotted to the said Defendant 
at the tune of a Partition and division between the said De 
fendant and his father and brothers? If yea m whoso possession did 
the said piece or parcel of ground contmue from the time of such 
Partition until the said House was built thereon and imtil the said garden 
was fonried ? Do you know with whose funds and at whose expence 
the said House and Garden were respectively bmlt and formed or 
made ? If yea declare the same and how you are enabled to depose 
thereto and particularly declare when the said garden was formed? 
and at what particular period the Buildmg of the said House was be 
gun? who hath occupied or possessed the said House and Garden since 
the same were respectively built and made and who is or are in the 
present possession or occupabon thereof respectively? Declare aD you 
knovf of the matters and thmgs in this Interrogatory enquuod after end 
the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your behef parbcularly 
Nineteenth Interrogatory Do you or do you not know who upon 
the death of Juggomohun Roy the Father of the Complainant in the 
btle of these Interrogatories named took possession of the Estate or 
Effects n^ts or credits of the said Juggomohun Roy? If yea declare 
the same if you shall have said that the said Complainant took possession 
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thereof or administered the same Declare how and in what manner you 
became acquainted therewith and whether the Complainant to your 
knowledge or with your privity did any and what acts towards releas- 
ing or in any other administering the Estate or property or collecting 
in the debts of his said father and the particular Instance or instances 
which came within your knowledge Particularly explain Declare 
all you know of the matters and things in this Interrogatory enquired 
after and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief 
particularly 

Twentieth Interrogatory Do you know a certain Talook situate 
m Pergunnah Chatu in the District of Midnapore and which) at the time 
of the partition and division between Juggomohun Roy the father of the 
Complainant in the title of these Interrogatories named and the father 
and brothers of the said Juggomohun Roy in the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and three was allotted to the said Juggomohun 
Roy^ If yea who after such partition obtained possession of and 
managed the said Talook? Was the said Talook at any time and 
when particularly after such partition sold by any and by what authority 
and m what manner and who was m the possession or management of 
such Talook at the time of the sale thereof? If you shall have said 
that the said Talook was sold on account of arrears of Revenue due 
to the Government of Fort William then declare what person or per- 
sons was or were held responsible for such arrears ? did or did not the 
sale of 'the said Talook satisfy the arrears of such Revenue? if not were 
any other and what proceedings commence or prosecuted in any and m 
what manner against any person or persons for satisfying the balance of 
such arrears and what person or persons was or were compelled to pay 
or satisfy the same and how were the same paid or satisfied as you 
know or have any and what reason to believe ? Was the Defendant in 
the title of these Interrogatories named at any time or m any manner 
concerned with the management of such 'Talook after such partition or 
Division or was he in any manner required to pay or to contribute to- 
wards the payment of the arrears of such Revenue Declare all you know 
of the matters and things in this Interrogatory enquired after and the 
means of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief particularly 

Twenty first Interrogatory Are you or are you not acquainted with 
the character and manner of handwriting of Juggomohun Roy who m 
his lifetime Was the father of the Complainant m the title of these 
interrogatones named ? If yea have you and how often have you seen 
him write or how otherwise have you become acquainted therev/ith? 
Look at the several papers writing now produced and shown to you at 
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tiua the tune of your Examination and reapectively marked F G & H 
and the aignahirea which appear aubscnbcd thereto respecbrely and 
say if you know by whom such papers wnting or any or either and which 
of them was or were written or subscribed ? Declare all you know of 
the matters and thmgs m this Interrogatory enquired after and the meanr 
of your knowledge and the reasons of your belief particularly 

Twenty second Interrogatory Look at the papers wnbng m the 
Bengal and Persian Language and character now produced and shown 
to you at this the timte of your examinabon and marked with the Letters 
A’ B C D & EL Is or is not your name subscribed as a witness attesting 
the exccupdji of any or either and which of such produced wntmgs? 
If yea is your name or signature of your own proper handwriting and if 
yea did you sec the s«d papers writing or apy or either and which of 
them signed or m any other and what manner executed by any and by 
what person or persons by name? Do you know whether the con 
aideration mentioned m any or either and m which of such papers wnt 
mg to >^ich you are witness was paid by any person and by whom by 
name to any person and to whom by name? if yea declare the same 
and declare all you know of the matters and things m the Interroga 
tones enquu-ed and the means of your knowledge and the reasons of 
your bebef particularly 

Twenty third Interrogatory Were you or were you not acquainted 
with the character of the handwriting of Juggomohun Roy who in his 
lifetime was the father of the Complamant m the btle of these mterroga 
tones named ? If yea have you often seen him wnte or how otherwise 
did you become acquainted with his handwnting? Look at the papers 
writing now produced and shown to you at this the tune of your ex 
animation and respectively marked with the Letters F G & H and say 
whether the said i>aF>ers wntmg or any or either and which of them 
have or has been wntlen or signed by the said Juggomohun Roy and 
particularly pomt out what parts or passages of such paper wntmgs 
respectively are m the proper handwntmg of the said Juggomohun Roy 
Declare all you know of the matters and thmgs m this mterrogatory en 
quired after and the nteans of your knowledge and reason of your 
be^cf parbculariy 

Last Interrogatory Do you know of any other matter or thmg that 
can tend to the benefit or advantage of the Defendant m the title of 
these Interrogatonc^ named? If yea Declare the same fuDy snd 
particularly 

B Turner 

Defendants Attorney (Sd ) H Compton 
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Groopersaud Roy was produced and duly Sworn to these Interroga- 
tories this 28th day of August 1818 — Before me 

(Sd) E. C Macnaghten 
V A. Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Maunickram Mokerjee was produced and duly sworn to these 
Interrogatories this 3rd day of February 1819. 

Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 

V PQ Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

Gopeymohun Chatterjee was produced and duly sworn to these 
Interrogatories this 28th day of August 1818 

This witness was not sworn m 
the ordinary way but in the 
manner declared by him to be the 
most binding on his conscience and 
admitted to be so by the Court 
Pundit by whom the oath was 
administered 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 
(Sd) ’*1^^: 

Nundcoomar Bedalunkar was produced and duly sworn to the 
Interrogatories this 16th day of March 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 

V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

Sworn in the same, manner as 
the witness Gopeymohun Chatterjee 

E C M 


Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Ramtonoo Roy was produced and duly sworn to these Interibga- 
tones this 16th day of March 1819 


Sworn m the same manner as 
the above witness 

E C M 

(Sd) 


Before me 

(Sd) E G Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


✓ 
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BudcLnauth Ghose wa* produced and duly sworn to tliese Interro- 
gatonea tliis lat (?) day of Apnl 1819 


Before me 

(Sd) E C. Macnagfiten 
V A. Chater 
Swn Intr to lie Oath 


Rajiblochun Roy was produced and duly sworn to these Interro- 
gatones this 19th day of Apnl 1819 


Before me 

(Sd) E C. Macnaghten 
V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Gooroodots Mooker^ea was produced and duty sworn to these 
Interrogatonea this 2d day of Apnl 1819 

B^tfore me 

This witness was sworn m the ^ ^ Macnaghten 

above way V A. Chater 

(Sd) E. G M Swn Intr to the Oath 

(Sd) 

Golucknarain Sircar was produced and duly rwom to these Intciro- 
gatones this 8th day of May 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E G Macnaghten 
V A Ciiater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 


Charles Trover Elsq was produced and duly sworn to these Interxo- 
gatones this 6th day of May 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E G Macnaghten 

c VAC 


Jussodanundun Ghose was produced and duly sworn to these 
Interrogatories this I3th day of May 1819 


Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 
V A. Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 
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106. Petition of Rammohun Roy for a Rule. WUh Court’s Order. 
(17 September, 1818.) 

To 

The Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice and his 
Companions Justices of the said Supreme Court 

The Humble Petition of Rammohun 
Roy the Defendant abovenamed 

0 

Sheweth 

That on the Twenty Third day of June one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen the Complainant filed His Bill of Complaint against Your 
Petitioners m this Honorable Court, and that on the Fourth day of 
October then next following Your Petitioner put m this Answer thereto, 
That a Replication to the said Answer was filed on the Nineteenth 
day of November last and a Rejoinder on the First day of December 
then next following That on the Twenty seventh day of January m 
the present year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen Interroga- 
tories were filed on the part of the said Complainant and on the Ninth 
day of April then next followng One Witness on behalf of the Com- 
plainant was examined thereto, but that no further Witnesses have been 
since examined on behalf of the said Complainant That Interroga- 
tories on behalf of the said Defendant were also filed. On the Twenty 
seyenth day of August last and Two Witnesses were produced and 
sworn thereon but as yet no Witnesses have been examined thereto 
That on tlie Twenty eighth day of August the Letter a copy whereof 
is hereunto annexed marked A was written and sent by Mr Wilham 
Scott the attorney on Record for the said Complainant to James Simpson 
Esquire the Examiner of this Honorable Court 

That the said Complainant hath not in pursuance of the Letter 
of the said Wilhanij Scott appointed any other Attorney of this Hono- 
rable Court to proceed in his said in the place or stead of the ^id 
William Scott 

That Your Petitioner hath at great expense subpoened Witnesses 
from Burdwan and Patna to give evidence on his behalf in this cause — 
and that they have been in Calcutta for many days but that such 
Witnesses cannot be examined by reason that the said Complainant 
hath not appointed any other Attorney to act in the place, of the said 
William Scott and that such Witnesses, if not imin,ediately examined 
17 



130 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


will IcAve Calcutta and that it will be difficult hereafter to serve them 
with subpoenas so as to procure their attendance again 

Your Pebboner therefore prays 
that a Rule be made m this cause 
that all nobces served on the 
sworn clerk in this cause of the 
Examination of Witnesses be 
deemed good and suffiaent nobcc 
on tbe Complainant unless cause 
shewn to the contrary on Thursday 
^ the 24th day of September instant 

And Your Pehboner shall ever 
pray fitca 

(Sd) H Compton 

Order 

Be It so 

This Rule being served on 
the Complainant m the cause 
17th September 1818 
(Sd) F Macnagbten 
B Turner 

Pebboners Attorney 

167 Deposition or Qoptamehun CbittsrleB, a wltneas produeed on ths 
part of Raraniotiun Roy (Examlnad t8 Ssptembsr, 1816*) 

Dcposibon of a Witness taken m the above Cause by tbe Exammef 

of thifl Court --Gopeemohun Chatterjee of Muzapore m Calcutta 

Mooktear aged thirty two years or thereabouts being produced as « 
Witness on the part of the Defendant m this cause and a Note having 
been delivered to Mr William Smith Attorney for the Complainant m 
this cause on the twenty eighth day of August one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen of the name title and place of sbode of the said 
Gopeemohun Chattence He the said Gopeemohun Chatterjee was 
afterwards on the said twenty eighth day of August one thousand eight 
hurdled and eighteen Sworn and on the twenty eighth day of 
September m the said year was Elxamined on the Interrogatones filed 
by the said Defendant on the twenty seventh day of August one 

thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as follows 

To the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that he i* ® 
Tehvildar or Cash keeper m the service of the Defendant Saith th®^ be 
hath been m such service from the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and eight 
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To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
the Complainant Govindpersaud Roy only son heir and legal personal 
representative of Juggomohun Roy deceased and the defendant Ram- 
mohun Roy in the title of these interrogatories respectively mentioned 
Saith that he hath known the said Complainant for about three years 
last past and that he hath known the said defendant for about seven- 
teen or eighteen years last past. 

To the Third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he never saw 
the said Ramcaunt Roy who was the father of the defendant m the 
title of these interrogatories named and of one Juggomohun Roy as 
he this deponent hath been informed from both JuggomoUun Roy and 
the defendant Rammohun Roy Saith that he this deponent had no 
means of knowing or being acquainted with the relations or family of 
the said Ramcaunt excepting from having lived about seventeen or 
eighteen years with the said Rammohun Roy m Calcutta and from 
being informed that the said Ramcaunt Roy was the father of the said 
Juggomohun Roy, Rammohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy whom he this 
deponent never saw Saith that he hath heard that the said Ramcaunt 
Roy had two wives and five or seven brothers the exact number of 
whom he doth not recollect Saith that he never heard nor doth he know 
in what place or village the said Ramcaunt Roy lived and resided at 
any time and that he this deponent was never acquainted with him nor 
did he know what persons or person lived in the same house with him 
Saith that he doth not of his own knowledge know, but that he hath 
been informed by the said Juggomohun Roy in his lifetime and by the 
defendant Rammohun Roy that a partition of the patrimonial estate 
both real and personal was had and made between the said father 
RaiUjCaunt Roy and his the said Ramcaunt Roys brothers m his lifetime 
but when the said partition took place he this deponent doth not 
recollect to have heard Saith that he hath also been informed by the 
said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy that the said Ramcaunt 
Roy m his lifetime divided part of his property real and personal 
between his three sons Juggomohun Roy Rammohun Roy and Ram- 
lochun Roy and that the parties to such division took possession of 
such porbons as were allotted to themi and that the said Ramcaunt '^loy 
retained and kept possession of a part of his said real and personal 
Elstate but of what it consisted he this deponent doth not know Saith 
that he doth not know when the said parhhon took place Saith that he 
never heard nor doth he know what change took place at any bme 
after such parhtion or division in regard to the residence or manner 
of living of the said members of the family of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
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or of any or either of them mvc and except that the *aid Raimnohun 
Roy hath hved and resided for these last seventeen or eighteen years 
past sometimes m Calcutta and sometimes at Patna Benares Rungpore 
and Dacca and sometimes in jessore Saitji that he this deponent never 
accompamed the said Ramniohun Roy to any of these places out of 
Calcutta Saith that he never heard where the said Ramcaunt Roy was 
hvmg and residmg at the time of the said partition and division or where 
he lived and resided after the eaid partition and division Saith that he 
this deponent hath heard that after such division that the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy continued to live and reside with his father the said Ram 
caunt Roy he this deponent was informed by the said Rammohon 
Roy and Bhobenmohun Roy and that his son Ramlochun Roy hved 
m a house at Radana^ur separate and apart from his said father Saith 
that the said Rammohun Roy lived and resided sometimes m Calcutta 
and sometimes at the other placea which he this deponent hath men 
boned and that he went on two several occasions to Langulparah to 
visit his wife and mother Saith that he hath heard from the said Ranv 
mohun Roy that the said Ramcaunt Roy died at Langulparah Saith that 
he doth not know m what manner the said Ramcaunt Roy employed 
himself after the said parbbon or diviiion or that he entered into or 
engaged m any dealings or tranaacbons of any land or desenpbon what 
ever Saith that he doth not know whether the said Ramcaunt F^y kept 
any books or accounts relating to any dealings or tranaacbons what 
ever at any time Saith that be doth not know of what property either 
real or personal the said Ramcaunt Roy died seixed and possessed 
but hath heard that the said Ramcaunt Roy died seized and possessed 
of some real or personal property of whi^h the said Juggomohun Roy 
became possessed after his death but what waa the amount m value of 
such property he this deponent doth not know Saith that he doth not 
know what debts or dues to the said Ramcaunt Roy in his lifeb me 
were collected after hia death but that he hath heard from the said Ram 
mohun Roy and Bhobunmohun Roy that the said Juggomohun Roy 
collected some debts and dues of the said Ramcaunt Roy after his 
dea^ but that he did not hear what was the amount thereof or from 
whorri the same were collected or by wbat autboniy be did so Saith 
that he doth not know whether the said Ramcaunt Roy did at any 
bme after such parbbon or division respectmg which he hath been 
before interrogated reunite himself m Estate and Interest with all or 
either or any of the members of his family with whom such parbbon 
or division was made Saith that ho doth know from having kept the 
books of account of the said Rammohun Roy and from having from 
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time to time lent the said Juggomohun Roy sums of money out of the 
funds of the said Rammohun Roy on his the said Juggomohun 
Roys sole account that no reunion ever did take place between the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and any or either of the members of the family from 
whom hei had severed at the time of such partition and division Saith 
that if any reunion had ever taken place he this deponent would 
certainly have heard of it 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he was 
acquainted with one Juggomohun Roy who in his lifetime was the father 
of the Complainant in the title of these interrogatories named Saith 
that he first became acquainted with the said Juggomohun Roy in the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and fourteen Saith that he was 
not acquainted with the dealings or concerns or manner of living 
of the said Juggomohun Roy for any period of lime Saith that he doth 
not know where the said Juggomohun Roy resided before the month 
of Augrun in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three or 
who lived and resided with him before or at that penod Saith that he 
doth not know whether the said family of the said Juggomohun Roy 
was divided or undivided at the month of Augrun one thousand two 
hundred and three Saith that he doth not know of any division or parti- 
tion which took place between the said Juggomohun Roy and any 
other X x said year one thousand two hundred and three 
Saith that he hath known that after a division and partition which had 
taken place the said Rammohun Roys mother lived at Langulparah the 
said Ramlochun Roy lived and resided at Radanaghur the said Ram- 
mohun Roy lived and resided sometimes in Calcutta and some- 
times out of Calcutta but where the said Ramcaunt Roy and 
Juggomohun Roy lived and resided after such division and partition he 
this deponent doth not know nor hath he ever heard Saith that he this 
deponent hath heard from Rammohun Roy and Bhobunmohun Roy 
that some real and personal property was allotted to the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy on the occasion of such partition and division and that the 
said Juggomohun Roy took possession of the said real property which 
was so allotted to hiiri but that he this deponent doth not know of 
what the same consisted nor what persons or person received the rents 
or profits of such landed property after the period of such partition and 
during the lifetime of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he doth not 
of his own knowledge know but that he hath heard from the Com- 
plainant Govindpersaud Roy that he the said Govindpersaud Roy is 
in the possession of the landed property which was allotted to the said 
Juggomohun Roy at the time of such partition or division Saith that 
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he doth not know what was the eaid real property or any part which 
WB 8 80 allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy Seith that he hath heard 
from the said Complainant Govmdperaaud Roy that he took possession 
of such Estate of which the said Juggomohun Roy died seized and 
piossessed as his son and heir Saith that he doth not know nor hath he 
ever heard that all or any part of the said real property which was so 
allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy at th© time of such partibon or 
division was at any time dunng the lifetime of the said Juggomohun 
Roy or at any other bme sold to any persons or person whatsoever or 
exchanged for any other landed or real property Saith that he doth not 
know nor hath he heard where the said Juggomohun Roy resided after 
the penod of such partibon and at the tune of his death or m what 
manner he employed himself or whether he entered rato or engaged ra 
any dealmgi or transacbons of any kind or desenphon whatsover Saith 
that he hath hoard that after such parbbon or dmaion the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy was confined m the Gaol at Midnapore for a penod of 
three years on account of a debt due to Government for Revenue Saith 
that ho doth not know whether the said Juggomohun Roy kept any 
books or accounts relatmg to any deahngs or bansacbons which he may 
have earned on either jointly or separately after the penod of sticb 
partibon respecting which he hath been before mtenogated Saith that 
the said Juggomohun Roy died at Langulparah but m what year he this 
deponent doth not know but that be was informed thereof by the said 
Govindpersaud Roy and that fie died seized and possessed of some real 
and personal Estate and property but to what amount or of what des- 
enpbon he this deponent doth not know Saith that bo hath also heard 
from, the said Govindpersaud Roy that he administered unto and took 
possession of all the said real and personal property of which the said 
Juggomohun Roy died seized and possessed of at the tune of his 
death Saith that he doth not know what the orcumstances of the said 
Juggomohun Roy were at any tune after the said parbbon and division 
or what hia pecuniary circumstances were at any bme Saith that he doth 
not know nor hath ho any reason to behove that the said Juggomohun 
Roy^was concerned m any joint dealings or transacbons of any kind 
or desenpbon cither with his brother in the btic of these mterroga 
tones named or with his father the said Ramcaimt Roy at any tunc 
after the penod of such parbbon or division Saith that on his oath bo 
believes that the said Juggomohun Roy could not have earned on any 
joint dealings or bansacbons with the said Rammohim Roy without his 
this deponents becoming acquainted x and x his 

reason for not beheving are from hia this deponents being the keeper 
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of the ensh account of the said Rammohun Roy and that if any such 
joint dealings had been carried on they must have appeared m the 
said cash account of the said Rammohun Roy in which account he 
this deponent never saw’ nor did he ever make entries of such descrip- 
tion Sailh that he hath no means to believe that the said Juggomohun 
Roy X after such partition or division ever reunited himself in 
any respect or manner with all or with any of the members of his 
family wnth w’hom such partition or division was so made Sailh that 
he believes that he should have known of such reunion by reason of 
his being m the service of the said Rammohun Roy if an^^ such reunion 
had taken place 

To the Fifth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath had the 
means and opportunity of knowing the circumstances and concerns 
dealings and transactions of the defendant in the title of these interro- 
gatories named since the year one thousand two hundred and eight 
when he this deponent first entered into his service Saith that he was 
not acquainted with the affairs and circumstances of the said defendant 
on or before the Bengal year one thousand tw’o hundred and three 
Saith that he this deponent doth not of his own knowledge know of any 
partition or division of family or anccstorial property which took place 
in the month of Augrun in that year between the said defendant and 
his father and brothers Saith that he this deponent heard from the 
defendant after he had been m his service that a division had taken 
place but when or what the partculars of the said division were he 
this deponent never heard Saith that he this deponent heard from' the 
said Rammohun Roy that himself and his brothers Juggomohun Roy 
and Ramlochun Roy did after such partition and division take possession 
of such real and personal property as was allotted to them Saith that 
he hath further heard from the said Rammohun Roy and one Gooroo- 
doss Mookerjee that the said Rammohun Roy is now in possessnn of 
the landed property which was allotted to him and that the heir or heirs 
but who they are he this deponent doth not know of the said Ram- 
lochun Roy are now m possession of the landed property which was 
allotted to the said Ramlochun and that the Complainant Govind- 
persaud Roy is in possession of the landed property which was allotted 
to his father the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he doth not know nor 
hath he heard that Ramcaunt Roy who in his lifetime was the father of 
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the defendant and Juggoroohun Roy who was m thia hfetunc one of 
the brother* of the defendant or either of them did at emy tune after the 
penod of euch partition or diviaion interfere with the po«e«8ion or 
management of the landed property or of any part or parcel thereof 
which WB* »o allotted to the eaid defendant at the tune of such parb 
bon or divmon Saith that hi* reaton for beheving that the said Ram- 
caunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy never did interfere with the po**c**ion 
or management of the aaid landed property which was allotted to the 
said Rammohun Roy is from his this deponents having been m the 
service of the said Rammohun Roy for a penod of eighteen years and 
from never hiving known an mstence of their havmg done so during 
that bme and from never havmg seen any menbon made of any such 
mterference in any of the books or papers belonging to the said Ram- 
mohun Roy but on the x thereof the possession of the •aid 
landed property appeared by the said books and papers to have 
been during that penod m the exclusive possession of the said Ram- 
mohun Roy Saith that he hath not known nor hath he heard that the 
said Rammohun Roy at any bme after such piaitibon or division mter 
fered with the possession or management of all or any part of the 
landed property which had been so allotted to any or either of the other 
members of hts family at the tune of the said parbbon Saith that he 
believe* that if the said Rammohun Roy had so mterfered he this 
deponent have heard of it from having been in the service of the said 
Rammohun Roy 

To the Sixth Intenogatory this deponent saith that h© doth not 
know where the defendant m the btle of these mterrogatones named 
reaidedi at or before the parbbon or division m the preceding raterro- 
gatory menboned or where he resided immedmtely after the said divi- 
sion or parbbon or when that division or parbbon took place Saith 
that he hath known the said Rammohun Roy from the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and eight when he was Irvmg and residing m 
Calcutta Saith that he hath known the said Rammohun Roy from that 
bmo to the present leave Calcutta for the purpose of gomg to different 
placon and of returning to Calcutta Saith that ho this deponent bath 
known the said Rammohun Roy from that period receive the rent* 
issues and profits of land situate out of Calcutta m the ZiUah of Hooghly 
and the ^ill a h of Burdwan which sums wore earned to his sole credit 
in his the said Rammohun Roys books Saith that ho hath also known 
the said Rammohun Roy buy Company s paper m hu own name and 
that he hath also heard that the said Rammohun Roy was m the ser 
vice of some Gentleman at Rungpore but what wa* the nature of such 
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service lie this deponent doth not know as he did not accompany the 
said Rammohun, Roy to Rungpore Saith that the said Rammohun Roy 
at different times sent sums of money from Rungpore to Calcutta which 
sums of money were earned to the exclusive credit of the said Ram- 
mohun, Roy in his books Saith that he doth know that the said defen- 
dant left books and accounts relating to such dealings and transactions 
which he carried on separately after the Bengal year one thousand 
eight hundred and two Saith that he this deponent had the custody and 
management of the said books as well during the lifehme of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy as since while he this deponent 
delivered into the said Rammohun Roy annuaJly but wh^lre the said 
Rammohun Roy deposited them or who hath now the custody of them 
he this deponent doth not know Saith that the said books were written 
by him this deponent Kenooren Sircar and Bowanny Chose Saith that 
the said Kenooren Sircar and Bhowany Chose are now dead and that 
they both died somewhere in the district of Burdwan but when or in 
what particular village they respectively died he this deponent doth 
not know, Saith that the entries made by the said Bhowanny Chose in 
the said books of account of the said Rammohun Roy were made 
during the lifebme of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy 
and that the entnes made m the said books by the said Kenoram 
Sircar were made subsequent to that period Saith that he this depo- 
nent daily saw\ the said books of account and subscribed his name to 
the same Saith that during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy land 
Juggomohun Roy the said books and accounts were m the particular 
care and custody of him this deponent and which he this deponent 
kept in a house occupied by the said Rammohun Roy m Calcutta 
Saith that he this deponent doth not know whether the said books and 
accounts were at any time or times submitted to the inspection of the 
said Ramicaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or to either of them or to 
any persons or person on their behalf Saith that he this deponent annual- 
ly dehvered in the s^id books of account to the said Rammohun Roy who 
might have submitted them to the inspection of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and Juggomohun Roy without the knowledge of him this depo- 
nent or to either of them or to any person on their or either of their 
behalf but believes that if the said Rammohun Roy had done so he this 
deponent would have heard of the same from him the said Rammohun 
Roy 

To the Fifteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
not know whether the defendant m the title of these interrogatories 
nam,ed at any time lent or advanced any sum or sums of money to 

18 
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the Honorable Andrew Ramsay a civil servant of the Honorable Elast 
India Company on their Bengal Establishment Soith that m the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and nine he this deponent held m his 
hands and custody a sum, of two thousand rupees belongmg to the 
said Rammohun Roy which sum of two thousand rupees together with 
the further sumi of three thousand rupees which th© said Rammohun 
Roy desued this deponent to buy from one Joylosscn Smg and which he 
this depionent accordingly bought he this deponent dehvcred to the 
said Rammohun Roy which surd of five thousand rupees he this depo- 
nent by the order of the said Rammohun Roy delivered to one 
Juggernaut '^Vlorumdar the reputed Sircar of Thomas Woodford Esquire 
also a Gvil Servant on the Bengal Establishment and which sum he this 
deponent charged on the debit side of the account of the said Thomas 
Woodford with the said Rammohun Roy as so much money lent on the 
cash account of the said Rammohun from which arcumstances he this 
deponent knows that the said sinn of five thousand rupees belonged 
exclusively to the said Rammohun Roy Saith that he this deponent 
hath since by the desure of the said Rammohun Roy credited the said 
Thomas Woodford with the said sum of five thousand rupees from 
which cucumstance he thi« deponent believe that the said 
five thousand rupees has been repaid to the said Rammohun Roy by 
the said Thomas Woodford Saitb that he doth not know whether the 
said debt was secured by any bond note or other security 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory thm deponent saith that he knows 
by name a ccrtam Putteney Talook situate m the Pergunnah of 
Jahanabad m the 21illah of Burdwan called Knshnagore a certam other 
Putteney Talook situate ra the said Pergunnah and called Beerlook and 
also a certam other Putteney Talook situate in th© Pergunnah of 
Boyrah m the Ziljah aforesaid and called Nangulparah and also a cer 
tarn other Putteney Talook situate in th© Pergunnah of Boorsut m the 
Zillah aforesaid called Seratepore and that he hath seen the said Talooks 
respectively mentioned m th© books of account of the said Rammohun 
Roy as belongmg to him but that he doth not know when the said 
Talooks or any or either of them wer© purchased or with whose money 
these were respectively purchased Saith that he doth know a certam 
upper roomed house and ground thereto belongmg situate at QioW 
rrnghee m the Town of Calcutta which formerly belonged to one 
Elizabeth Fenwick and also a certain upper roomed garden house 
situate at Simlnh in th© Town of Calcutta which formerly belonged to 
one Frances Mendes and which said two houses were purchased hy hmi 
thij deponent for the said Rammohun Roy out of his own prop^ 
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monies and are now in his the said Rammohun Roys possession Saith 
that all the said Talooks appear by the books of account of the said 
Rammohun Roy to be in his possession 

To the Nineteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
not of his own knowledge know but that he hath heard fronu the Com- 
plainant Govindpersaud Roy and from one Gooroodoss Mookerjee a 
cousin of the said Govindpersaud Roy that the said Govindpersaud Roy 
took possession of the Estate effects rights and credits of the said 
Juggomohun Roy on his death but that he never saw the said Govind- 
persaud to act or do any thing m the administering the effects of the 
said Estate (9 

To the Twenty first Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is 
acquainted with the character and manner of hand’writmg of Juggomohun 
Roy who m his lifetime was the father of the Complainant m the title 
of these interrogatories named and that he hath seen himi write on two 
or three different occasions and is well acquainted \^^th his handwriting 
This deponent looking at the paper writings now produced and shown 
to him at this the time of his examinahon and marked respectively 
F G & H and at the signatures which appear subscnbed thereto respec- 
tively saith that he doth not know m whose hand the writing the body 
of the papers writings marked respectively F & G or the signatures set 
and subscribed to each of the said two paper writings or either of them 
is or are wntten Saith that the body of the paper writing marked H is 
of the proper hand writing of one Goculchunder x and the 
signature Juggomohun Roy sakhim Langulparah is of the proper hand- 
writing of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he this deponent was 
not a subscribing witness to the execution of the said paper wnbng 
by the said Juggomohun Roy but that he was present when the said 
paper writing was written executed and attested Saith the names Sree 
Goculchunder Bose and Sree Kenoram Sircar set and subscnbed as 
witnesses to the execution thereof are of their respective hand writing 
Saith that the said Goculchunder Bose is now living and that he this 
deponent doth not know whether the said Kenoram Bose is now living 
or dead 

To the Twenty third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is 
acquainted with the character of the hand writing of Juggomohun Roy 
who in his lifetime was the father of the Complainant in the title of 
these mterrogatones named Saith that he hath seen him write on three 
different occasions twice in Calcutta on both which occasions he granted 
acknowledgments for sums of money which he had borrowed from 
the said Rammohun Roy and once at Sulkea in the garden of Rada- 
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mohim Bornierjee when he executed the paper wndng marked H and 
m the preceding twenty Erat interrogatory enquired after thia deponent 
looking at the paper wntings now produced and shown to hmn at this 
the time of his examination marked F G fit H eaith that the name Sree 
JuggomohuD Roy aalnm Langulparah set and subscribed as the exccut 
mg party to the exhibit H is of the proper handwriting of the »«id 
Juggomohun Roy and that no other part of any of the aaid three 
exhibits IS of his the said Juggomohun Roys handwntmg 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any other matter or thing which may tend to the benefit or 
advantage 0.9 the defendant m this Cause 

J A Snnpson (Sd) 

Exatnr j 


m Dsposltlon of Gooroopsnaud Ray awltnsss produesd on ths part of 
Rtmraotiim Roy (Exaailntd 1 Oetobsr itiB) 

Deposition cf a Witness taken m the above Cause by the Examiner 

of this Court Gooroopersaud Roy of Simlah m Calcutta Zemmdar 

aged forty seven years or thereabouts bemg produced as a witness on 
the part of the defendant in this Cause and a Note havmg been dehvered 
to Mr Wilham Smith Attorney for the Complaraanl m this cause on the 
twenty eighth day of August one thousand eight hundred and eighteen 
of the name btle and place of abode of the said Gooroopersaud Roy 
He the said Groopersaud Roy was afterwards on the said twenty eighth 
day of August one thousand eight hundred and eighteen Sworn and on 
the first day of October m the said year was Examined on the Interro 
gatones filed by the said defendant on the twenty seventh day of 
August one thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as 
foDowi 

To the First Interrogatory this deponent sailh that he has no situa 
bon or employm,eni at present but that he subsists by the rents and 
promts of some Bermutlcr land which he has Saith that he was m the 
employ of Ramcaunt Roy the father of Juggomohun Roy anj Ram 
roohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy from the year one thousand two 
hundred and four to the year one thousand two hundred and seven 
Saith that on leaving the x Ramcaunt Roy in one thousand two 
hundred and seven he this deponent fanned some land from the Rajah 
of Burdwan and which farm he held for about a year smee which penod 
he hath subsiated from the rents and profits of his said Bermutter land 
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To tile Second Interrogatory this deponent saith tliat he d 
knoNy the Complainant and Defendant in the title of these interro 
torics named Saith that he hath known the said Complainant Govii 
persaud Roy from his the said Complainants childhood and that 
hath known the said defendant Rammohun Roy from) his the si 
defendants childhood 

To the Third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he did kn^ 
one Ramcaunt Roy in his lifetime who was the father of the defend? 
in the title of these interrogatories named Saith that he was acquami 
with the said Ramcaunt Roy from his this deponents own childho 
and up to the time of the death of him the said RamcauJit Roy Sa 
that the said, Ramcaunt Roy was the uncle of him this deponent 
the fathers side and that he this deponent was on terms of great ir 
macyi with him in his lifetime and that he this deponent lived m t 
house with the said Ramcaunt from) the time that he this depone 
was about seventeen or eighteen years and that he still continues 
the said house Saith that from, the time that he this deponent went 
reside in the said house the said Ramcaunt Roy continued to resi 
in the same house to the Bengal year eleven hundred and ninety s 
when he the said Ramcaunt Roy removed to another house Saith tf 
he had from being nearly related to the said Ramcaunt Roy and fre 
being intimately acquainted with him and his fanuly up to the time 
his death the means of knowing the family and relations of the sa 
Ramcaunt Roy Saith that when he this deponent first became acquaii 
ed with Ramcaunt Roy the said Ramcaunt Roy had two sons name 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy and three wives Tarreenee Dal 
Rammoney Daby but that he doth not know the name of his elde 
wife and five brothers Neimanund Roy the father of him this depone: 
Ramkissore Roy Gopeymohun Roy Ramram Roy and Bistnoram Rc 
Saith that when he this deponent first became acqumnted with tf 
said Ramcaunt Roy he was living in a village called Radanagore m tf 
Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan then but now inclui 
ed in the ZiUah of Hoogly Saith that at the time when he so becam 
acquainted with the said Ramcaunt Roy ^1 his said wives sons an 
brothers were living in the said house with him but that his said bro3ie] 
were divided from him and from each other in food Elstate and interei 
Saith that the said sons of the said Ramcaunt Roy formed an undivide 
family with him but that his brothers were divided as he this deponei 
hath already deposed Saith that he this deponent was informed by h; 
said father Nimanund Roy that the said Radacaunt Roy and his sai 
brothers had become divided many years previous to the birth of hir 
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thia deponent and that he tlna deponent hath after seen the paper* 
which were drawn up and executed by the said Ramcaunt Roy and hia 
«ud brothers at the tune when such division or parPhon took place 
and which paper* are now in the poa*es*ion of him this deponent Saith 
that he doth know of a peuPtion or division having taken place m the 
Bengak year one thousand two hundred and three between the aaid 
Ramcaunt Roy and hi* three sons Juggomohun Roy Rammohun Roy 
and Ramlochun Roy as to estate and property Saith that the said 
parbes respectively took possession of such property as was 
allotted to them by such partition or drvmon and the »aid 
Ramcaunt Roy rctamed and kept possession of the house at 
Burdwan about fifty or sixty biggahs of Bermutter lands partly situ 
ated at dunderconah partly in this Pergunnah of Jahanabad and partly 
at Boira as also the Pergunnah of Gualla Bhome and Boorsut which he 
the said Ramcaunt Roy bad in farm as also some Izarahs or farms 
which he held m farm from the Rajah of Burd>van the names and de*- 
enpbons of which he this deponent i* not acquamted with Saith that 
the said Ramcaunt Roy kept possesaion of no personal property 
either m money or otherwise that he this deponent ever knew or heard 
of Saith that no change took place immediately after such drvisioD 
and partition in regard to the residence or manner of living of any of 
the mem bers of the family of the said Ramcaimt Roy Saith that about 
Six months after such drviaion the aaid Ramlochun Roy removed to a 
house situate at Radanaghur and that the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggo- 
mobun Roy and Rammohun contmued to IrVe m the said house at 
Langulparah and contmued united ae to food Saidi diat about rune 
months after the said division the said defendant Rammohun Roy came 
to reside in Calcutta but that his wives contmued to live and reside 
with bis father Ramcaunt Roy at Langulparah and which they continued 
to do up to the time of the said Ramlcaunt Roys death Saith that the 
said Juggomohun Roy contmued to live and reside m the said house at 
Langulparah up to the time of hia death in the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and eighteen Saith that the fam3y of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy conbnued to live m the said house up to the tone of the death of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and now continue to Irve and reside m the 
•ame Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy ,afteT such partition and division 
Went occasionally to Burdwan on busmess and that on such occasions 
he Lved snd resided in the house at Burdwsm which he had reserved 
for himself but that hi# family conbnued to live and reside at the house 
at Langulparah Saith that on the occasions when the said Ramcaunt 
Roy went to reside at the said house at Burdwan no part of has family 
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accompanied him Saith that about three months previous to the death 
of the said Ramcanut Roy which took place in the mlonth of Joistee m 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and ten the said Ramcaunt 
Roy went to) reside at the said house m Burdwan where he died but 
that his family continued to live and reside at his house at Langulparah 
Saith after the said partition or division the said Ramcaunt Roy con 
tinned toi hold possession of the farms of which he was m possession 
at the time of the said division or partition on his own account which 
he this deponent knows from having been at Burdwan on several occa- 
sions when th^' said Ramcaunt Roy came there for the purpose of tran- 
sacting the business of the said farms which he always djd m his own 
name Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy did not at any time after said 
partition or division engage in any other business or employment to the 
knowledge of him this deponent either on his ovm account or on account 
of himself jointly with any other person or persons whomsoever Saith that 
he doth know that the said Ramcaunt Roy kept books of accounts relat- 
ing to his dealings and transactions regardmg the farms of which he this 
deponent hath already spoken after the period of such partition or divi- 
sion but that he this deponent never looked into the said books of 
accounts ag to know how they were headed Saith that one Joyhurry 
Bose a sircar in the service of the said Ramcaunt Roy had the custody 
and charge of the said books during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy but that he this deponent doth not know who obtained possession 
of the saud books after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that 
he this deponent hath seen the said Ramcaunt Roy write m the said 
books and the said Joyhurry Bose and Bhobany Ghose; make entnes 
in the same after the period of such partition but what those entries 
or writings were he this deponent doth not know nor doth he know 
whether the said Joyhurry Bose or Bhowanny Ghose are ahve or dead 
Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy died at Burdwan in the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and ten which he this deponent know from 
having been present at the performance of his serhaud Saith that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy did not die possessed of any personal property 
whatsoever to the knowledge of his this deponent but that he died 
possessed of all the real property of which he stood possessed at the 
time of the said partition and division and of which he this deponent 
hath already spoken Saith that he this deponent doth not know 'the 
value of the real or immoveable properties of which the said Ramcaunt 
Roy died seized or possessed Saith that after the death of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy his widow Tarreeney Daby administered and took pos- 
session of eill the real property which he died pos§essed of and which 
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he had retained to hirruelf at the tnne of *aid partition and dmaion and 
which she continnes to do up to the prcaent fa m e but to what amounU in 
vaiue the aaid real property waa or la he this deponent doth not know 
Saith hiB means of knowing that the aaid Tarreeney Daby did take 
possession of such property are from having seen the servants of the 
said Tarreeney Daby take possession o? the same m her name and 
which servants are well known to him this deponent Saith that the said 
Jugfgomohun Roy after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy did collect 
and receive a sum of money but how much he thia deponent do^ not 
know from one Kirtce Sing on a judgment in the ^jllah Court which 
had been oKauned by the said Ramcaunt Roy m his hfetirae Saith that 
the said Juggomohun Roy also coDected and received another sum of 
money but how much he thi« depyonent doth not know from one Benod 
Sumadar on a like judgment which he this deponent knows from havmg 
heard the same from the said Juggoipohun Roy but m what years or 
year the x Juggomohun Roy realised and received the said 
amount of the said two several judgments he this deponent was not 
informed nor by which authority he so collected and received the sum 
Saith that he doth not know of any other debt or debts sum or sinns of 
pioney that were doe or owmg to the said Ramcaunt Roy that were 
collected by any persons or person after his death Saith that the said 
Ramcaunt Roy did not at any fame after such partition or division 
respeefang which he hath been before interrogated reunite himself m 
Estate and Interest with any of the members of his family with whom 
such parfafaon and dmaion was made which he this deponent knows 
from havmg been m the daily habit of seeing him Saith diat if such 
reunion had taken place he this deponent must certainly have known 
of the same from his this deponents great inbmacy with the said 
Ranvaiunt Roy and his family 

J A Sunpson ■) (Sd) 

Exaittr j 

To the Fourth Inteirogatoiy this deponent saith that he wap 
ac<}uiunted with one Juggomohun Roy who was m his lifetime the father 
of the Com pl a in a n t m the title of these raterrogatones named Saith that 
he first became acquainted with the said Juggomohun Roy when he this 
deponent was about eight or nme years of age but m what year that 
ivas he this deponent doth not recollect Saith that ho was acquamted 
with the concerns and denlmgs and manner of Irvmg of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy from the fame that he tins deponent first became acquainted 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


145 


•with him, to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and seventeen 
Saith that he was acqueunted with the said Juggomohun Roy befbre 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three Saith that the 
said Juggomohun Roy resided in the house at Langulparah until the 
month of Augraun in that year and where he continued to reside up to 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and seventeen Saith that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and his wives and the wives of the defendant 
Rammohun Roy lived and resided with the said Juggomohun Roy m 
the send house tfrom' the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
three to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and seventeen eind 
together with him formed one undivided Hindoo family as^o food but 
not as to property Saith that previous to the year one thousand two 
hundred and three the said Juggomohun Roy his father the said Ram- 
caunt Roy and his brothers the said Rammohun Roy and Ramlochun 
Roy formed an undivided Hindoo family m every respect Saith that 
a partition or division did take place m the Bengal year one thoustand 
two hundred and three Saith that thei said partition and division did 
occasion a change in the place of residence of the sajd Ramlochun Roy 
who constituted one of the members of such Hindoo farmly previous 
to such division Saith that the said Ramlochun Roy six months after 
such division removed to a house at Radanaghur which had been 
allotted to him together with his mother and v/ife and that the other 
members of the feunily continued to live and reside in the house at 
Langulparah where such division had taken place Saith that the 
Talook of Hurryrampore the half of the dwelling house and land at 
Langidparah some other lands in the village of Langulparah some lands 
in the Pergunnah of Chetwa some other lands in the village of Kissena- 
ghur and some other lands in the village of Radanaghur were eJlotted 
to the smd Juggomohun Roy on the occasion of such peirtition or divi- 
sion but whether any personal property was or was not allotted to the 
said Juggomohun Roy he this deponent doth not know nor doth he 
know the quantity of lands which were so allotted to him' under the said 
division Saith that the said Juggomohim Roy took possession of the 
said land and that he this deponent saw him take possession thereof 
Saith that one Roganaut Sircar and Nepaulchunder Roy both m the 
service of the said Juggomohun Roy received the rents and profits of 
the said landed properties respecting which he this deponent hath been 
last interrogated after the period of such partition or division cind dunng 
the lifetime and up to the time of the death of the smd Juggomohun 
Roy and that he this deponent saw them collect the rents and profits 
ok the said landed property from time to time Saith that 
19 
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the said CompiBinant Govindpersaud Roy i» now m the possession 
of the real p roper t y which wa# so allotted to the eaid Juggoidohun Roy 
at the tune of such partition or dmsion sa^e and except the Talook of 
Hunyramporc which was sold by Government for arrears of Revenue m 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and seven or one thousand 
two hundred and ei^t Saith that the circumstances of the said sale was 
communicated to him this deponent by the said Juggomohun Roy 
durmg his lifetime exclusive of which he this deponent hath seen all 
the other lands in the possession of the said Juggomohun Roy m his 
lifetime and of the said Govmdpersaud Roy after his death Saith that 
he was nolf^resent when the said Covmdpersaud Roy took possession 
of the said landed piroperty hut he believes that he took possession 
thereof as heir to his father Saith that no part of the said prope^ 
which was so allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy at the fame of such 
partition or dmsion was at any fame during the hfetime of the said 
Juggomohun Roy sold to any persons or person whatever by him or 
exchanged for lany other landed property save and except the Talook 
of Hurryraropore which was sold by Government for arrears of revenue - 
Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy did after the period of such parti 
faoD or dmsion and up to the tune of his death continue to live and 
reside at the house at Langulparah Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy 
after such division and psrtibon employed himself m the collection of 
the rents and profits of his landed Estate but did not enter into or 
engage m any dealings or transactions of any land or description what 
ever either solely for himself or jomtly with any other persons or person 
whomsoever Saith that tbe said Juggomohun Roy kept books of 
accounts relating to his Zemmdary transactions which books were 
Written by the said Rogonaut Sircar and that the said books and accounts 
were m the custody of the said Rogonaut Sircar durmg the lifetime of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Rc^ Saith that the said Rogonaut 
Sircar kept the said books and wrote the entnea therem from the fame 
of the said partition and dmsion and up to the of the death of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy end Juggomohun Roy respectively Saith that 
he this deponent saw the said Rogonaut Sircar make entries m the said 
h<»ks bom fame to fame durmg the said penod Saith that the said Rogo 
naut Sircar is dead and that h® died m the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and twenty two m the viaDge of Kissensghur in the neighbour 
hood of Langulparah Saith that ho this deponent was present when the 
said Rogonaut Sircar died Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died in the 
month of Qiait in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eigh 
teen at the said house at Langulparah which he this deponent knows 
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from Having been present at His serliaud SaitH tHat tHe said JuggomoHun 
Roy died possessed of about 400 biggaHs of aimaH lands m the Per- 
gunnah of Boorsut which he had acquired dunng his lifetime as like- 
wise of the landed property which had been allotted to him by the said 
partition or division save and except the Talook of Hurryrampore 
Saith that he this deponent doth not know the amount m value of the 
landed property of which the said JuggomoHun Roy died possessed or 
whether he died possessed of any personal landed property or no Saith 
that his son administered to and took possession of all the real pro- 
perty of which the said JuggomoHun Roy died possessed at the time 
of his death but to what amount he doth not know Saith t^^at the said 
JuggomoHun Roy was during his lifetime and after the period of such 
partition or division m straightened circumstances as to money which 
he this deponent knows from having been in the constant habit of 
seeing the said JuggomoHun Roy and being acquainted with his affairs 
Saith that the said JuggomoHun Roy was during the latter period of his 
life in Gaol for debt for a period of two and a half years and that he 
this deponent heard from the said JuggomoHun Roy after he had been 
released from his confinement that he had entered into an agreement 
to pay the said debt for which he had been so put in Gaol by Instal- 
ments Saith he doth not know nor hath he any reason to believe that 
the said JuggomoHun Roy ever did at any time after the period of such 
partition or division enter into any concern or joint dealings or tran- 
sactions of any kind or descnption either with his brother the defendant 
in the title of these interrogatories named or with his father the said 
Ramcaunt Roy Saith that he this deponent forgot to mention that the 
said JuggomoHun Roy had during his lifetime purchased the Talook of 
Mirzamaree for the sum of 650 rupees but which was sold by Govern- 
ment for arrears of revenue before his death Saith that he doth on his 
oath believe that if the said JuggomoHun Roy and the said defendant 
and their father the said Ramcaunt Roy had carried on any joint 
dealings or transactions the same could not have been earned on 
without his this deponents being acquainted therewith as this deponent 
was in the daily habits of seeing the said Juggomphun Roy Rammplmn 
Roy and Ramcaunt Roy and was acquainted with their dealings and 
transactions Saith that he doth not know nor hath he any reason to 
believe that the said JuggomoHun Roy did after the period of such 
partition and division reunite himself with respect to estate and interest 
with all or any or either of the members of his family with whorrusuch 
parbtion ’or division had been so made and that he this deponent ever 
after the said partition and division saw the said JuggomoHun Roy tran- 
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5 »ct bioaincM m hiB own exclusive name and on hia own excluaivo 
account Saith that he hath every reaeoo to believe that the aaid Juggo- 
mohun Roy never did x in any manner aa to interest and pro- 
I>crty with any of the members or member of the said family after such 
partition or division and that if such reunion had taken place he this 
deponent must have known the same 

To the Fifth Interrogatory thm deponent saith that he hath had no 
opportunity or m^ans of knowing the circumstances concerns dealings 
and transactions of the defendant m the htle of these mterrogatoncs 
named either before or since the Bengal year one thousand two hun 
dred and tStce or since that period Saith that he doth know of a parb 
tion or division of family or sncestonal property which took place m 
the month of Augrun m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and three between the said defendant and his father and brothers 
Saith that by the said partition and division the half of the said house 
at Langulparah was allotted to the said defendant Saith that about 75 
biggahs of land at Poonnda Chuck in Qumderconnah weroalso allotted 
to hunt likewise about 25 biggnhs of land at the village of Langulparah 
some lands at the village of Kishenagur but wbsu quantity of land he 
this deponent doth not know also some land at a village called Chuck 
bedoo but of what quantity he doth not know also a dwelling house iQ 
Calcutta as he this deponent bebeves at Jooroosackoo Saith that he 
doth not know of any other property either real or personal which was 
allotted to the said Rammohun Roy by the said division or partition 
Saith that after such parbtioii and division the said Rammohim Roy 
took i^jesession of such property which was qo allotted to him and that 
ho is now m the possession thereof which he this deponent knows from 
having seen Juggernaut Morumdar the Naib of the said defendant grant 
Pottahs and receipts m the name of the said defendant Saith that he 
knows that the said Juggernaut Morumdar was the naib of the said 
defendant from having heard the said defendant say that he was and 
from having seen letters in the defendants handwntmg m the possession 
of the sard Juggernaut Morumdar directing him on the subject of his 
du^ Saith that he did know one RwDcaunt Roy who m his lifetime was 
the father of the said defendant and one Juggomohun Roy who m his 
Metune was one of the brothers of the said defendant and that they 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy never did at any tuna 
after the period of such partition or drviaion mterfere with the piosscssion 
or ma nagement of the landed property or of any part or parcel thereof 
which was sd allotted to the said defendant at tha trnie of such parti 
tion or division which he this deponent knows from having seen the 
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said Juggernaut Mozumdar manage ar,d transact tlie affairs and busi- 
ness of the said Rammohun Roy and from never having seen the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or either of them ever in any 
instance interfere or meddle with any transaction regarding any thing 
which belonged to the said Rammohun Roy which if they had done he 
this deponent x believes that the same must have come to his 
knowledge Saith that he doth know that the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Ramlochun Roy took possession of the other parcels of landed property 
which on the occasion of the said partition were respectively allotted 
to them Saith that the said defendant never did at any time after such 
partition interfere in any manner with the possession or rroinagement of 
all or any part of the landed property which had been so allotted to 
the other members of the said persons under the said partition and 
division Saith that the said defendant could not have interfered with 
the said possession and management of the property which had been 
so allotted to the other members of the family without the knowledge 
and privity of him this deponent as he this deponent was well acquaint- 
ed with their respective dealings and transactions and that he never 
knew an instance m which the said defendant so interfered 

To the Sixth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
that the defendant in the title of these interrogatories named did be- 
fore and at. the tirr\e of the said partition and division and after the 
said partition and division and up to the Bengally year one thousand 
two hundred and twenty three lived and resided at the said house at 
Langulparah Saith that in the year one thousand two hundred and 
twenty three the said defendant removed himself and family to a house 
at Rogonauthpore where his family hath since lived and resided Saith 
that he doth not of his own knowledge know how the said defendant 
employed himself after the said partition or division but hath heard 
that he entered into the employment of one Mr Woodford and of 
som.e other gentleman but what was the nature of his employment he 
doth not know nor doth he know whether the said Rammohun Roy 
entered into such service and employment for his own exclusive benefit 
or jointly with any other persons or person Saith that he this deponent 
doth not know of any transactions or dealings of any kind or desrcijition 
which the defendant carried on at any time after the said partition 
and division either on his separate and exclusive account or on account 
of himself jointly with any other persons or person whomsoever Saith 
that from and after such partition and division the said defendant 
Ramiriphun hath been mostly absent from his family house at Langul- 
parah from which he this deponent is very little acquainted with the 
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transacbon* and dealmss of tlxe said Ramraohun Roy aubaequent to tKe 
eaid partition and diviaion Saith that he doth not know whether the 
said defendant kept any booka or accovmta relating to any dealmga or 
tranaaetjons which he may have earned on jointly or separately after 
this penod of such parbbon or division hut that he this deponent hath 
never seen or heard of any such hooks of accounts 

To the Seventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know of a certain Talook called or known hy the name of Govmdpore 
m the Pergunnah of Jahanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan Seith that be 
doth not know of his own knowledge hut hath heard from one Gunga 
dhur Chose diBt the said Gungadhar Chose had sold the said Talook 
to the said defendant Saith that he heard the same from the said 
Gungadhur Ghose m the year one thousand two hundred and sac that 
he had sold the said Talook m that year to the said defendant Saith! 
that he heard no partLcuIais respecting the same m which the said Talook 
was purchased nor doth he know the name m which the same was 
purchased Saith that he doth not know nor hath he heard with whose 
funds or roomes or on whose account the said Talook was purchased 
other than what he this deponent hath already said 

To the Eighth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
of a certain. Talook situate and bemg in the Pergunnah of C3iunder 
conah m the ZHJah of Burdwan and called or known by the name of 
Rammesserpore Saith that he doth not know but that he hath beara 
from one Ramtonoo Roy that he the said Ramtonoo Roy had sold the 
sa d last menboned Talook to the said defendant m the btle of these 
inlerrogBlones named in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and SIX Saith that he further heard from the said Ramtonoo 
Roy that the said purchase was made by the said Ramraohun Roy m 
his own name Smith that he doth not know with whose funds or monies 
or on whose accoimt the same was purchased but dial he doth know 
that the same is now m the possessjon of the said Rammohun Roy 

To the Thirteenth Interrogatory this deponent smith that he doth 
know who is now m possession of the Talooks called Govmdpore and 
Rammesserpore m the seventh and eighth mt et rogatones menboned 
Saith that the defendant Rammohun Roy is now m die possession 
thereof and hath been m such possession ever since the Bengal year 
one thousand tvro hundred and ex Smith that the said Talooks have 
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been under the management of one Rajiblocbun Roy from the said 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six up to the present time 
and that he had had such management as subracar or Manager for the 
said defendant Rammohun Roy which he this deponent knows from 
having seen the said Rajiblochun Roy render accounts for these fifteen 
or sixteen years last past x Juggernaut Mozumdar a Naib on be- 
half of the said defendant Saith that he never knew the said Talooks in 
the possession or management or possession of any other person than the 
said Rajiblochun Roy Saith that he did not know the said Talooks 
previous to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six and that 
the said Rajiblochun Roy hath ever since that passed fftmd and now 
has the possession of the said Talooks as Naib subracar or manager for 
and on account of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that he doth know that 
a son wa^ born to the defendant in the title of these interrogatories 
named in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and seven but 
that he doth not know, of any transfer that was ever made of the said 
Talooks from, the possession or management of the said Rajiblochun 
Roy to the possession or management of any other person or persons 
either before or after the birth of such son 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certain Putteney Talook situate m the Pergunnah of Jahanabad 
m the Zillah of Burdwan called Kissenaghur and also a certain other 
Putteney Talook situate in the same Pergunnah and Zillah called 
Beerlook and also a certain other Putteney Talook situate in the Per- 
gunnah of Bograh m the Zlillah aforesaid and called Nangulparah and 
also a certain other Putteney Talook situate m the Pergunnah of Boorsut 
m the Zillah aforesaid called Serampore also a certain upper roomed 
garden house situate at Simlah m the Town of Calcutta which formerly 
belonged to one Francis Mendes which Talooks and house respectively 
are in the possession of the defendant in the title of these interrogatories 
named and that he this deponent hath seen the same m the possession 
of the said defendant Saith that he doth not know with whose funds 
or nijOnies the said Talooks and houses were purchased or x pur- 
chased them] or any .or either of them Saith that he doth not kno^^, of 
any upper roomed house and ground thereto belonging which did at 
any time belong to one Elizabeth Fenwick or that such a house is now 
in the possession of the defendant 

To the Eighteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certain piece or parcel of ground situate at Rogonautpore in 
the Pergunnah of Jahanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan contaimng about 
sixteen biggahs of ground Saith that a part of the same hath been 
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coijverteci mto a gard^ by Juggernaut Mozumdar tbe Naab of tbe 
defendant m the title of the»o interrogatonerf named and on another 
part thereof a houae hath been erected by th^ aaid Juggernaut Morumdar 
naib of the taid defendant for and on account of the defendant where the 
family of the aaid defendant hath lived and resided ever smee the 
Bengally year one thousand two htmdred and twen^ three Saith that 
the said piece or parcel of ground was not allotted to the said defen 
dant Rammohun. Roy at the tnne of the said division and partition 
between the said defendant and his father and brothers Saith that the 
•aid piece or parcel of ground was not m the possession of any person* 
or person frdhi the time of the said partition imt3 the iaid house wa» 
bmlt thereon imtil the said garden was formed Saith that he believes 
that th^ said land then belonged to the Sircar or lord of the ioil whom 
he this deponent beheves was the Rajah of Burdwan Saith that he doth 
not of his own knowledge know but believes that tha taid house was 
built and garden formed and made with the funds and at the expence 
of the said defendant Rammohun Roy and which behef is founded on 
the said Juggernaut Mozumdar •uperenlcnding the budding of the said 
house and the forming of the said garde^gi and from then having been 
afterwards taken possession of and the said house inhabited by the 
family of the said defendant Saith that the forming of the said garden 
was commenecd m (he Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
twenty one x x x completed m the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and twenty two Saith that the buddmg of 
the house was commenced m the Bengal year one thousand two hun 
dred and twenty two and dunng that year there were buildmgs erected 
so as to accomodate the family of the said Rammohun Roy Seith that 
additions to the said buildmgs have been constantly making from time 
to brae and that there are now some addibonal building mH^mg there 
Saith that the family of the said Rammohun Roy have smee the month 
of Maugh in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty 
three been m the occupahon of the said hquae and garden and are 
now m the possession thereof and that the said defendant Rammohun 
Roy hath visited them once dunng that penod 

the Nineteenth Interrogatory thm deponent saith that he doth 
know that on the death of the said Juggomohun Roy the father of the 
Complainant m the btle of these mteiTogalones named he the said 
Complainant took possession of the Estate rights effects and credits 
of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he saw the said defendant after 
the death of his said father m the possession of the said landed property 
which had belonged to him dunng his lifetime and at the bme of bis 
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death Saith that he hath seen the said Complainant from time to time 
collect the rents issues and profits of the said landed Estate but that 
he this deponent doth not recollect particularly m receiving or collecting 
XXX said Complainant having done any act towards 
recovery or in any other manner administering to the personal estate 
Or property of his said father or of his ever collecting in any of the debts 
which may have been due to his said father Saith that he hath heard 
from the said Complainant that he the said Complainant had settled 
with Government for the arrears of revenue which had bee^ due from 
his said father during his lifetime 

To the X Interrogatory this deponent saith that x 
with the character and manner of handwriting of the said Juggomohun 
Roy who m his lifetime was the father of the Complainant m the title 
of these interrogatories named Saith that he hath often seen the said 
Juggomohun Roy write This deponent looking at the several paper 
writing now produced and shown to him at this the time of his exami- 
nation and respectively marked with the letters F G & H and at the 
signatures which appear set and subscribed thereto respectively saith 
that the whole of the paper writing marked with the letter F excepting 
the writing x in the English language and character is of the 
proper handwriting of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that the whole 
of the body of the paper writing ijtiarked with the letter G is x 
Juggomohun Roy set and subscribed thereto as the parties executing the 
same is of the proper handwriting of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith 
that he doth not know in whose handwriting the names Sree Juggernaut 
Mozumdar and Sree Jushadhar Nundan Ghose which appear set and 
subscnbed as witnesses to the execution thereof are or is Saith that he 
doth not know in whose handwriting the body of the paper writing 
marked with the letter x x the names x x x Doss 
which X set and subscribed thereto as the witnesses to the exe- 
cution thereof or any or either of them are or is x x the name 
Sree Juggomohun Roy which appears set and subscnbed thereto as the 
party executing the same is of the proper handwriting of the said Juggor 
rn,ohun Roy, Saith that he was not present at the execution of all or 
any of x x x the said paper writings were executed 
by the x Juggonrohun Roy 

To the Twenty third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he was 
acquainted with the character and manner of handwriting of Juggo- 
mohun] Roy who in his lifetime was the father of the Complainant in 
the title of these interrogatories named Saith that he hath often seen 
the said Juggomohun Roy wnte and that he theieby became acquaint- 
20 - 
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etJ with hi^ handwntmg this deponent looking at the paper writings 
now produced and shown to him at this the time of his examjnation 
marked with the letters F G & H saith the the said paper wntmgs 
marked G & H were both respectively signed by the said Juggomohim 
Roy and that the body of the aaid paper wnting marked G is also of 
his handwntmg the names Sree Juggernaut Morumdar and Sree Jutsu 
dhur Nundan Ghose set and subsenbed to the paper writing marked 
G eis attesting witness thereof are not of the handwntmg of Juggomohun 
Roy and t^t he doth not know m whose handwriting x x z 
he does not know in whoso handwntmg the body of the exhibit H is 
or the subscnbmg witnesses whose names are thereto subsenbed Saith 
that the whole of the paper wntmg n^arked F is m the proper hand 
wntmg of the said Juggomohun Roy 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know any other matter or thing which may tend to the benefit or ad 
vantage of the defendant m the title of these interrogatones named 


109 Diposltlon of Htniknm Mukar)*# ■ witness prodused on the part 
ofRiDtmohun Roy j;Exsinlnod 10 February 1610) 

Deposition of a Wtness taken m the above Cause by the F.xammer 
of this Court— > 

Maunickram Mookerjee of MaumcktoUah m Calcutta Mooktear 
aged fifty ci^t years or thereabouts being produced as a witness on 
the part of the defendant m this cause and a note having 
been deUverod to Mr Wilham Smith Attorney for the Complamant 
m this Cause on the third day of February one thousand eight hundred 
^d nmeteeni of the name title and place of abode of the said Maunick 
ram, Mookerjec He the said Maunickram Mookerjee was afterwards on 
the said third day of February one thousand eight hundred and nmeteen 
sworn and on the tenth day of February m the said year was Examined 
on the Interrogatones filed by the said defendant on the twenty seventh 
day of August one thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth 
ns follows — 

To the First Inlerrogatoty this deponent saith that he is a Mooktear 
m the servicft of one Ojoodah Loll Cosam and h"s some Bermutter land 
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of his ONNTi property by tbc rents and profits v/hereof and his salary as 
such Mooktear he subsists Saith that he this deponent hath been in the 
said service for forty years last past 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know Gowndpersaud Roy the Complainant in this Interrogatory named 
but doth know Rammohun Roy the defendant in the title of these 
interrogatories named and hath known him for the last twenty five or 
twenty six years 

To the Ninth Interrogatory this deponent saith that 1^ doth not 
know that the defendant in the title of these interrogatories named was 
in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six or at any other 
time about} to proceed to Patna Benares or to any other province or 
provinces remote from Calcutta Saith that he doth know that m the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six the defendant Ram- 
mohun Roy executed a Cowallah or Bill of Sale in the Persian language 
and character to one Rajiblochun Roy whereby he conveyed to him 
the said Rajiblochun Roy two villages called Govmdpore and Rammes- 
serpore to which instrument he this deponent became a subscribing 
witness at the time of the execution thereof Saith that at the time of 
the execution thereof the said Rammohun Roy said m the presence of 
this deponent that he had in consideration of having received 
the amount of the purchase money of the said two villages 
executed the said Cowallah This deponent looking at the 

paper writing in the Persian language and character now produced 
and shown to hirm at this the time of his examination and marked with 
the letter A and purporting to be a Cowallah or Bill of Sale executed 
by the said defendant Rammohun Roy to one Rajiblochun Roy saith 
that his this deponents name is set and subsenbed to' the same as a 
witness attesting the execution thereof Saath that his said name and 
signature subscribed to the said Cowallah or Bill of Sale is of this depo- 
nents own proper handwriting Saith that he this deponent saw the 
said paper writing marked with the letter A executed by the defendant 
Rammohun Roy by his subscribing his name thereto Saith that he tKb 
deponent saw no mpney paid at the time, of the execution of the said 
paper writing but heard the defendant Rammohun Roy say x x 
X four thousand and one rupees as the consideration money 
for execubng this Bill of Sale or Cowallah Saith that he this deponent 
doth not of his own knowledge know whether or not the property m the 
said instrument mentioned or any part thereof was at any time after 
the execution of the said Bill of Sale managed or possessed by the said 
Rajiblochun Roy Saith that he this deponent doth not know who col- 
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Icclcd or received die rents and profits of tLe property on the said 
Bill of Sale mentioned at any time subsequent to the execution thereof 

D Hcmuiff I 
Examiner J 


111 Deposition of Riratonflo Roy iwllnMS produced on thi pirt of Rim- 
mchun Roy (Examined March, 1119) 

f' ^ 

Deposition of a Witness taken m the above Cause by the 
Examiner of this Court — 

Ramtonoo Roy of MomcktoDah m Calcutta Dewan aged thirty 
eight years or thereabouts being produced as a witness on the part of 
the Defendant m this cause and a note having been delivered to Mr 
WiUiarq Smith Attorney for the Complainant in this cause on the six 
teenth day of March one thousand ei^t hundred and nineteen of name 
title and place of abode of the said Ramtonoo Roy He the said 
Ramtonoo Roy was afterwards on the said sixteenth day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen sworn and x x x 
year was Examined on the Interrogatories filed by the said Defendant 
on the twenty seventh day of August one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen and Deposeth as follows — 

To the Fast Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he was the 
Dewan to the Salt Agent at Tumlook which situation he resigned on 
the twenty third of February last Saitb that be maintains himself by 
the rents and profits of his real estate and the interest of his immoveable 
estate Saith that he was in the situation of Dewan at x for about 
one year previous to which he was employed aa Nafb Dewan to the 
said Salt Agent for about x and during that period he was 
employed aa Peishcar also 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he knows the 
Complainant and the Defendant m the Pile of these interrogatcnes 
named Saith that he hath known the Complainant Govindpersaud Roy 
from his birth and that he hath known the Defendant Rammohun Roy 
from hiB this deponents childhood 

To the Third Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he did know 
one Ramcaimt Roy who in his hfebroe was the father of the Defendant 
m the title of these interrogatoncs named Saith that ho knew the said 
Ramcaunt Roy from his this deponents infancy up to the tune of the 
Death of him the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy 
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was the uncle of him this deponent and that he this deponent was inti- 
mately acquainted with the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that he this depo- 
nent lived in the sanve homestead with the said Ramcaunt Roy and by 
reason thereof had every means of knowing the relations and family 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy had 
three sons three wives and six brothers x this deponent first became 
acquainted \vith him. x that his eldest son was named Juggomohun 
Roy who X his father Saith that his second son was named 

Rammohun Roy who is the Defendant in this sui^ Saith that 
his third son was named Ramlochun Roy who died after the 
death of his father Saith that his eldest wife was named Soobhodra 
Daby who died after her husband Saith that his other two wives were 
named Tarreney Daby and Rammoney Daby who are still living Saith 
that the eldest brother of the said Ramcaunt Roy was named Neema- 
naund Roy who is dead and died about two years ago Saith that 
his second brother was named Ramkissore Roy who is also 
dead and died about five years Saith that his third brother was 
named Radamohun Roy who died many years ago and before this 
deponent hath any recollection Saith that his fourth brother was named 
Gopeymohun Roy who is also dead and died m the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and x Saith that his fifth brother was 
named Ramram Roy who is dead and died many years ago and before 
he this deponent can recollect Saith his sixth and youngest brother was 
named Bistoram Roy who is also dead and died a little more than a 
year ago Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy hved and resided m the 
village of Radanagore in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad then in the Zillah 
of Burdwan but now in the Zillah of Hooghly where he this deponent 
first knew him Saith that at that time his brothers Neemanund Roy Ramr 
kissore Roy Gopeymohun Roy and Bistoram. Roy and the descendants 
of his brother Radamohun Roy and his brother Ramram Roy 
hved and resided in the same homestead but that they did 
not constitute an undivided Hindoo family with him in any 
respect Saith he doth not of his own knowledge know °0'f 
any partition or division that took place at any time between the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and the other members of his family but that he hath 
heard from the said Ramcaunt Roy and his brothers and their descen- 
dants as also from his this deponents father Gopeymohun Roy that a 
partition had taken place between the said Ramcaunt Roy and his 
brothers in respect of food and property both real and personal and 
that all the parties to the said division took possession of the respective 
shares so allotted to them and that the said Ramicaunt Roy also main- 
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tamed *md kept possession of such property after such partition and 
division Saith that he this deponent doth not recollect the partition and 
consequently cannot ssy what change took place after it but that from 
the time that he this deponent can recollect the said Ramcaunt Roy he the 
said Ramcaunt Roy lived separate and apart from hia brothers as to 
food and property Saith that he this deponent understood that the said 
partition and division took place m the said house m which the said 
Ramcaunt Roy was hvmg when ho this deponent first knew him where 
he continue^il) to live until the Bengal year one thousand one hundred 
and ninety eight but how long that was after the said partition and 
division he this deponent doth not know Saith that the said Ramcaunt 
Roy was accompaiued by his three wives and his three sons when he 
so removed from the said house at Radansgore and when he went to 
reside at Langulparah Saith that when the said Ramcaunt Roy so re 
moved to Langulparah his brothers together with their descendants 
continued to live and reside at the said house at Radana^ur Saith that 
the said Ramcaunt Roy contmued to live and reside at the said house 
at Langulparsih up to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
three when he the said Ramcaunt Roy made a divmon of his pro- 
perty between his three sons reserving a part for himself and personally 
removed to the Town of Burdwan at which place he died m the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and ten Saith that the said Ramcaunt 
Roy contmued to manage the affairs and concerns of such part of his 
property as he had reserved to himself up to the tune of his death ex 
chisively on his own account but that He entered into no transactiona 
jomtly with any other persons of person whomsoever Saith that from 
the time when he this deponent first recollects the said Ramcaunt Roy 
up to the time of his death the said Ramcaunt Roy never earned on any 
busmets jomtly with any person or persons whomsoever Saith that he doth 
know that the said Ramcaunt Roy kept books of accounts relating to his 
own dcahngs and transactions which he so earned on separately on his 
own account from the tune that ho dits deponent first knew ban up to the 
penod of his death Saith that such books and accounts were always 
kept m custody and possession of Joyhurry Bose and Rogunath Sircar 
dunng the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy but that he thi* deponent 
doth not know who obtained fjossession of the same after the death of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that the said Rogonaut Sucai and Joyhurry 
Bose generally kept the said books and accounts and wrote the entnes 
in them dunng the penod of which he this deponent hath last spoken 
but that other persons also wrote m the said books when h© this de- 
ponent doth not now recollect Saith that he this deponent hath heard 
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and believes ibat both the said Joyhurry Bose and Rogonaut Sircar are 
now dead but where or when they died respectively he this deponent 
hath not heard nor doth he know Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy 
died at Burdwan in the m,onth of Joistee m the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and ten Saith that he this deponent was not present when 
the said Ramcaunt Roy died but hath heard froni) them who were 
present that the said Ramcaunt Roy died possessed of no personal 
property whatever Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy died possessed of 
a dwelling house at Burdwan worth about seven or eight thousand 
rupees and some Lackeraj and Bermutter lands the value '"of which he 
this deponent doth not know Saith that he held in farm some lands 
from the Rajah of Burdwan which were resumed by the Rajah imme- 
diately on his death Saith that he had some judgment debts under 
Decrees of the Zillah Courts at Hooghly and Burdwan but that he doth 
not know what were the amount of the same Saith that the said Ram- 
caunt Roy at the time of his death was considerably indebted to the 
Rajah of Burdwan who took possession of the said house of the said 
Ramlcaunt Roy at Burdwan as a security for his own debt Saith that his 
Lackeraj* and Bermutter lands were left by him for the service of a 
certain deity to which service it was applied impaediately after his 
death by his widow Tarreney Daby Saith that immediately after his 
death the said debts under the said decrees been claimed by his eldest 
son JuggoiTXohun Roy as his eldest son and representative who realized 
a part of them but to what amount he this deponent doth not know 
Saith that he doth not know of any bond note or other security for 
money which was belonging to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the time of 
his death Saith that he this deponent doth not know when the partition 
and division in food and property between the said Ramcauht Roy 
and hia brothers took place but that from the time when he this de- 
ponent first knew the said Ramcaunt Roy he was divided and separate 
from his brothers m food and property and continued so separate and 
divided up to the time of his death Saith that from the time that he 
the said Ramcaunt Roy divided his property among his sons he coji- 
tinued separate and apart from them as to property and food up to 
the -time of hiaj death and that he never reunited with them Saith that if 
the said Ramcaunt Roy had ever reunited either with his brothers or 
his sons he this deponent would certainly have known of it from his 
intimacy with the said Ramcaunt Roy and his family from a knowledge 
of his dealings and transactions and from his knowledge and intimacy 
with his brothers and their respective farmhes 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he was 
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acquainted with one Juggomohun Roy who in hiB hfetimc waa the 
father of the Complainant Govmdpcraaud Roy m the title of these in 
terrogatones named Seith that he knew the said Juggomohim Roy 
from his this deponents infancy and that he was acquamted with the 
concerns dealings and manner of hving of the said Juggomohun Roy 
from the time when he this deponent first knew the said Juggomohun 
Roy up to the tnne of his death Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy 
hyed and resided m the month of Augrao m the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and three at the house at Langulparah Saith that his three 
wives and nis two brothers Ramlochun Roy and Rammohun Roy 
m the month of Augraun m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and three lived and resided m the same house at Langulparah and then 
formed a joint and undivided Hindoo ^anuly Saith that m the said month 
of Augrun m the year one thousand two hundred and three a partition 
and division took place between the said Juggomohun Roy and his 
brothers and father Saith that on^his partition and division taking place 
the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Rammohun Roy with theu 
respective famHies continued to live and reside at the said house at 
Langulparah between whom the said house was allotted on the said 
division and partibon being made Saith that the share of the said 
Ramcaimt Roy m the house at Radana^ur was allotted by him to 
Ramlochun Roy who shortly after such partibon and division removed 
thereto with his family Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy had allotted 
to him on the said parbbon and division a share m the said house at 
Langulparah some land situate m different villages but with the quanbty 
or psrbcular of which he this deponent is not acquamted and a Talook 
■nwnwt Hurerampore then m the ^llaK of Hoojd^ hut now m the 
ZiUah of Midnapore Saith that he doth not know of any personal pro- 
perty which was allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy on such partibon 
or dmsion but he bebeves there was no personal property allotted to 
him or to the other brothers on that occasion Saith he doth know 
that the said Juggomohun Roy both by himself and through his servants 
tock possession of such landed property so allotted to him on such 
parbbon and division immediately after and conbnued to enjoy the 
rents and profits thereof up to the bme of his death Saith that his Naib 
Runject Roy and a Mohumr of the name of Nepaul Roy and several 
other persons whose names he this deponent doth not now recollect 
received the rents and profits of such land for and on account of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and immediately after the date of such parbbon 
and divisioii up to the bme of his death which he this deponent knows 
from having seen them from brae to bme collect such rents and pay 
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the same to the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that the said Talook of 
Hurerampore was sold m his lifetime on account of arrears of revenue 
and was purchased and is now in the possession of Rajah Moulalkhar 
of Midnapore Saith that the rent of the lands and the share of the house 
at Langulparah are now in the possession of the Complainant Govind- 
persaud Roy the son of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he doth 
not know of any lands which were exchanged for any other I'and by 
the said Juggomohun Roy in his lifetime or by his son after his death 
Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy purchased some aymah lands but 
which he sold in his lifetime Saith that he doth not knov^of any lands 
which had been allotted to Juggomohun Roy which were sold by him 
m his lifetime other than the Talook of Hurerampcare which was sold 
in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eight Saith that the 
said Talook paid an annual rent to Government of thirty thousand 
rupees over and above which it yielded an annual profit of about four 
thousand rupees Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy hved and resided 
at the said house at Langulparah from the time of such partition and 
division up to the time of his death Saith that after the date of such 
partition and division the said Juggomohun Roy employed himself in 
managing the landed property which had been so allotted to him 
Saith that he this deponent doth not know of his having entered into- 
any other dealings and transachons of any descriphon either on his 
own account or jointly with any other persons or person whomsoever 
Saith that he dotk know that the said Juggomohun Roy kept books and 
accounts relating to his said Zeimndary solely and separately on his 
own account from the time of such partition up to the time of his 
death Seuth that the said books and accounts were dunng the hfetime of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy respectively kept by the 
said Runjeet Roy and Nepaul Roy servants of the said Juggomohun 
Roy who together with other servants of the said Juggomohun Roy 
wrote the entries in the said books and accounts during the lifetime of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy and up to the time of 
their respective deaths Saith that the said Runjeet Roy and Nejmul 
Roy are both dead as he this deponent hath heard and believes but 
when and where they died he this deponent doth not recollect ever to 
have heard Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died about five or six 
years ago at the said house at Langulparah and that he died possessed 
of the landed property which had been allotted to him excepting 
Hurerampore as also of some money but how m^ch he doth not know 
and some household property the value whereof he this deponent doth 
not knowi Smth that he hath heard that his son the Complainant took 
21 
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possession of all his property but that as he hath not been at Lans\i}parah 
since the death of the said Juggomohun Roy he doth not know that 
fact of his own knowledge Saith that he doth know that after the sale 
of Hurerampore and up to the tune of the death of the said 
Juggomohun Roy was not in easy cucumstances Saith that 
the rents and profits of his real property after the sale of 
Hurerampore barely enabled hnn to subsist Saith that ho knows the 
tame from, havmg seen the said Juggomohun Roy hvmg m indigent 
circumstances Saith that he doth not know nor hath ^e any reason to 
beheve that Ihe said Juggomohun Roy was at any tune after the period 
of such partition or division concerned in any jomt dealings or transac 
bons of any kmd or description either with his brother the defendant m 
the title of these interrogatories named or with his father Ramcaunt 
Roy Saith that he doth on his oath behoves and declare that if any 
jomt deahngs and transactions had been earned on at any tune between 
the said Juggomohun Roy and the said defendant and their father the 
said Ramcaunt the same could not have been caused or without hitf 
this dcpKHients becoramg acquainted therewith as he this deponent was 
on the most m timat e terms with their respective families and constantly 
m the habits of vmtmg them Saith that he doth not know nor hath he 
any reason to beheve that after the penod of such partition and division 
the said Juggomohun Roy reunited himself m any respect whatever 
with all or with any or either of the members of hif family with whom 
such partition or division was so made Saith that his reason for knowing 
that no reunion ever took place is from his mtimale knowledge of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and his family and affairs after such partition 
and division Saith that if such reuiuon had ever taken place he this 
deponent would certainly have known of it 

To the Fifth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hid the 
means and opportunibes of knowing the circumstances concerns and 
dealtngs of the defendant m the title of diese interrogatones named from 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three from bemg on 
terms of the greatest mtnuacy with die said defendant and from con 
•tantly visiting him and thereby becoming acquamted with his trsnsac 
bons and affun Saith thsl the defendant had no dealings or transac 
bons of his ovm previons to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and three Saith that he doth know a parbhon and division of family 
and ancestorial property which took place m the month of Augrun one 
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thousand two hundred and three between the said defendant and his 
father and brothers Saith that some landed or real property was allotted 
to the said defendant on the occasion of such partition and division Saith 
that on that occasion the said defendant had allotted to him some lands 
situate in the Zillah of Hooghly but that he this deponent is) not acquaint- 
ed with the extent or quantity thereof allso a large spot of ground situate 
at Chunderconah in the Zillah of Hooghly ceilled Porraun Chuck but 
of how; many Biggahs the same consisted he this deponent doth not 
know Saith that the said defendant had also allotted to him on such 
partition and division a Dwelling house situate at Jorrosunkhr in Calcutta 
Worth about three thousand Rupees which he the said defendant 
Rammohun Roy hath since sold Saith that the said defendant had also 
allotted to him a share of half of the family house and premises situate 
at Langulparah and which was then worth from four to five thousand 
rupees Saith that the said defendant m person together with his servants 
took possession of all such property as was so allotted to him on such 
partition and division and is in possession of all the said premises save 
and except the said dwelling house at Joorasunker m Calcutta Saith that 
he doth know one Ramcaunt Roy who in his lifetime was the father of 
the said defendant and one Juggomohun Roy who in his lifetime was 
one of tjhe brothers of the said defendant Saith that neither of them 
did after the period of such partition or division interfere with the 
possession or management of the landed property or of any part or 
parcel thereof which was so allotted to the said defendant at the time 
of such partition or division Saith that he knows that they never did 
interfere from his this deponents being related to the said parties and 
being an inhabitant of Radanaghur and well acquainted with the affairs 
and concerns of the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy eind Ram- 
mohun Roy respectively Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy took and 
retained possession of the share or portion of the said lands which on 
the occasion of the said partition or division was so allotted to him 
Saith that Ramlochun Roy took and retained possession of the portion 
which was allotted to him on the said division and that the father Ram- 
caunt Roy kept and retained possession! of a portion of the said real 
property to himself Saith that the defendant never did at any time after 
such partition or division in any manner interfere with the possession or 
management of all or of any part of the landed property which had 
been so allotted to the other members of his family Saith that he could 
not have mterfered with the possession or management thereof without 
his this deponents knowledge and pnvity as he this deponent was on 
terms of the greatest intimacy with the said defendant and most cer- 
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tainly have known of each interference or management if he bad so 
managed or mterfered 

To the Sixth Interrogatory thi# deponent aaith that he doth know 
where the defendant m the btlc of these mtenogatones named resided 
at or before the partition and division in the next preceding Interrogatory 
mentioned Sarth that before the said parbbon and division the said 
defendant dwelt anfl resided at the hous^ at Ljingulparah and continued 
to reside there unbl two years and a half ago that is to say his 
family always resided there though he was occasionaly absent SaiCh that 
about two a£d a half years ago the said defendant removed to a house 
at Rogonathpore which he the said deponentf^) built himself vduch is abll 
his family house Saith that the said defendant when he left the said 
house at Langulparah he did not sever or give up his nght to one 
half of the said house and premises Saith that the defendant after such 
partition and division did go to various parts of tho country and enter 
mto different services and hath from bm© to tim© purchased several 
Talooks from his self acquired means Saith that the defendant hath 
never since the date of the said partibon and dmsion earned on any 
dealings or tra n sac b on jointly with any persons or person whomsoever 
but solely on his own account but that if he had so done ho this 
deponent must have known thereof Ssith that the said defendant hath 
kept books of accounts relating to hia own dealings and tranaacbons from 
the tune of the said partition and division up to th© present tune Saith 
that during the Ufebrae of Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy respec 
bvely the said books of accounts of the said Rammohun Roy respeebng 
his own dealings and bansacbons were sometimes m thq possession of 
th© said Rammohun Roy himself and sometimes m the possession of 
Gopeymohun Qiatterjee Juggunaut Mozumdar and sometimes m the 
possession of one Kenoram Chose or Sircar ho this deponent doth not 
know which Saith that he doth know that the aaid Gopymohiin datterjee 
Juggernaut Morumdnr Kenoram and several other persons whose names 
he tha deponent doth not now recollect wrote the entnes m the said 
books and accounts respecting which h© hath been last interrogated 
during all thelifetune of his father Ramcaunt Roy and his brother Juggo- 
mohun Roy respecbvely and subsequently to such jMutibon drviaion 
Saith that the said Gopymohun Chatterjc© Juggernaut Mozumdar 
are still hvmg but that he this deponent hath heard thit the said Kenoram 
u dead but tEat he doth not recollect when or where it >vas that he 
died as he was informed Saith that l» e had the means of seeing and ins- 
pecting the books and accounts of th© said Rammohun Roy concerning 
which he hath been lastly interrogated at all tunes dunng the lifetime 
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of the said Rammohun Roy and Juggomohun Roy respectively but that 
he never took the trouble of minutely inspecting the same Saith that 
the said books of accounts were kept in the Dufterkonnah of the said 
Rammohun Roy sometimes here in Calcutta and sometimes at Langul- 
parah Saith that the said books and accounts were never submitted to 
inspection and exanunation of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun 
Roy or either of them or of any persons or person on their behalf Saith 
that if such books of accounts had been so submitted to such examina- 
tion or inspection he this deponent would certainly have known of it 
To the Seventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
a certain Talook called or known by the name of Govindpore in the 
Pergurmah of Jahanabad in the Zillah of Burdwan Saith that he doth 
know that the said Talook was purdiased by the defendant m the title 
of these interrogatones named in his own name from one Gungadhur 
Ghose who had purchased it at the Collectors sale Saith that he doth not 
exactly recollect but believes it was m the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and six when the same was purchased by the said defen- 
dant Saith that the purchase was made at Burdwan where he this de- 
ponent was at the time when it was made Saith that he saw the said 
Rammohun Roy make the said purchase and advance the said purchase 
money himself Saith this purchase was made and the money paid by 
the said Rammohun Roy subsequent to the said partition and division 
To the Eighth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
a certain Talook situate and bemg in the Pergunnah of Chunderconah 
in the Zillah of Burdwan and called or known by the name of Ram- 
messerpore Saith that the said last mentioned Talook called Rammesser- 
pore was purchased by him this deponent at the Collectors sede in the 
Bengal yeeir one thousand two hundred and five and was sold by this 
deponent to the defendant either in the latter end of that year or in the 
year one thousand two hundred and six Saith that the defendant pur- 
chased the said Talook from this deponent m his own name and per- 
sonally paid down the purchase money out of his own funds Saith that 
the said purchase and sale was made at Burdwan o 

To the Seventeenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know that the defendeint in the title of these interrogatones named hath 
been and now is possessed of certain pieces or parcels of rent free or 
Bermutter lands situate at Kissenghur in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad 
in the Zillah of Burdwan but of how much land the same consists he 
this deponent doth not know Seuth that the said lands were allotted to 
the said defendant by the said partition and division but that he this 
deponent doth not know of any other Bermutter lands situate in the 
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same place which were at any time purchased by the said defendant 
Saith that if the said defendant had made such purchase he this depo- 
nent must have known of it as he Jives withm a Coss of the said place 
To the Twentieth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certeun Talook situate in the Pergunnah Cheetooah m the District 
of Midnapore and which at the time of the Partition and Division 
between Juggomohun Roy the fadier of the Complainant m the btle of 
these mterrogatones named and the father and brothers of the said 
Juggomohun Roy m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
three was allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy Seith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy immediately after such partibon and division obtained 
possession of and managed the said Talook Saith that m the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and eight the said Talook was pubhely 
notified for sale in the office of the Collector of Midnapore for arrears of 
Revenue and was afterwards x z x x of such 
sale m the possession of the said Juggomohun Roy which he this depo 
nent knows from having seen the said Talook m his possession and from 
having seen it so sold Saith that die said sale did not satisfy the arrear of 
such Revenue on which account the said Juggomohun Roy remained 
in Gaol where he had been for about a year and a half previously to 
such sale and where he continued for a penod of two years afterwards 
when he this deponent efiected an arrangement by which Soobeychund 
Roy and Ramlochun Roy became secunty for the payment of the 
balance due to Govemtoent by monthly instalments of one hundred 
rupees each on which the said Juggomohun Roy ^vas released Saith that 
he doth not believe that any part of the said balance hath been yet 
paid Saith that the defendant m die bde of these mterrogatones named 
never was at any bme m any marmer concerned with the management of 
such Talook after such parbbon or division nor was he required to p»y or 
contribute to the payment of the arrears of such Revenue 

To the Twenty first Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is 
acquamled with the character and manner of handvmbng of jugge 
cnohun Roy who m his lifetime was the father of the Complainant m the 
bde of these mterrogatones named Saith that ho hath often seen the 
said Juggomohun Roy wnte and became diercby acquainted with his 
handwriting This deponent looking at the several paper wnbngs now 
produced and shown to him at this the tune of examinabon and 
rcspccbvely marked F G & H saith that the whole of the Bcngally 
wntmg on the said paper vmtmg marked F is m the proper hand 
wnbng of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that the whole of the body 
of the paper vmtmg marked G together with the signature Sree Juggo- 
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mohun Roy is of the proper hand writing of the said Juggomohun Roy 
Saith that the names Sree Juggernaut Mozumdar eind Sree Jussodanundun 
Ghose set and subscribed to the said paper wnting marked G are of the 
proper handwriting of them the said Juggernaut Mozumdar and Jussuda- 
nundun Ghose respectively Saith that the signature Sree Juggomohun 
Roy sakhim Langulparah set and subscribed to the paper writing marked 
H as the party executing the same is of the proper handwriting of the 
said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he this deponent doth not know in 
whose handwriting either the bo'dy of the said paper writing -^r the name 
of the witnesses set and subscribed thereto is or are written 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not know 
of any other matter or thing which may be of benefit to the defendant 
in the title of these Interrogatories named 


111. Deposition Of Buddinath Ghose a witness produced on the part of 
Rammohun Roy. (Examined April, 1819) 

Deposition of a Witness taken in the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court — 

Buddinath Ghose of Jorasanko in Calcutta Gomastah Aged fifty two 
years or thereabouts — ^bemg produced as a witness on the part of the 
Defendant in this Cause and a Note having been dehvered to Mr William 
Smith Attorney for the Complainant m this Cause on the first day of 
April one thousand eight hundred and nineteen of the name title and 
place of abode of the said Buddinath Ghose — He the saud Buddinath 
Ghose was afterwards on the said first day of April one thousand x 
X X April m the said year was Examined on the Interrogatories 
filed by the said Defendeint on the twenty seventh day of August one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as follows — 

To the First Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he is a Gomastah 
to Rajiblochun Roy and that he maintains himself from the salciT^ 
which He receives in such service as well as out of the rents and profits 
of some landed property of which he is possessed Saith that he hath 
been in the service of Rajiblochun Roy for these eight months last past. 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties Complaineint and Defendant in the title of these interroga- 
tories named Saith that he hath known the Complainant for these fifteen 
or sixteen years last past and that he hath known the defendant for 
these thirty years last past 
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To \he Seventh Interrogatory thia deponent saith that he doth know 
a certain Talook called or known by the name of Govmdpore m the 
Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the Zillah of Buidwan Sarth that he doth 
know that the wud Talook waa purchased by the defendant from 
Gungadhur Ghoae the brother of him this deponent m the preaence of 
him this deponent Saith that he believes the said purchase was made 
in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six at Burdwan Saith 
that the said defendant made the said purchase in his dwn name Saith 
that the sa^ purchase was made for three thousand and odd rupees 
which amount the said Rammohun Roy paid do(wn at the trmw when the 
said purchase was made Saith that he this deponent bebeves that the said 
purchase money was given by die said Rammohun Roy out of his the 
said Rammohun Roys own piropcr funds and on his own account 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not know 
of any other matter or thing that can tend to the benefit or advantage 
of the defendant m the btle of these mterrogatones named 

j A ampMn 1 (ga) 

Examiner J 

111 Dspciltlon of Flallblochun Roy a vltnni prodmid on Ui* part of 
RtmiMhunRay (Cxaratnsd l« Aprtt t»l6> 

Deposiban of a Witness taken in the above Cause by the Examiner 

of this Court Rajiblochun Rc|y of Mamcktullah m Calcutta 

Zemmdar aged fifty years and upwards being produced as a witness on 
the part of the Defendant m x x and a Note having 

been delivered to Mr Wilharo Smith Attorney for the Oomplainant m 
this Cause on the nmeteenth day of April one thousand ei^it hundred 
and nineteen of the title and place of abode of the said Rafih' 

lochun Roy He the said Rajiblochun Roy was afterwards on the said 
nmeteenth day of April one thousand eight hundred and nmeteen Sworn 
and on the twentieth day of April m the said year was Examined on the 
‘IntciTOgatones filed by the said Defendant on the twenty seventh day of 
August one thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as 
follows 

To the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is a Zemmdar 
and msmtams qq the rents and issues of zemindary Saith that 

he 18 not m the employment of any person or persons whatsoever 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he loiows the 
parties Complainant and Defendant m btle of these mterrogatones 
named that he doth know the Complainant f ro m bis the said Com* 
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plainants infancy and that he hath known the defendant for about thirty 
years last past 

To the Ninth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
X X sometime in or about the Bengal year one thousand 

two hundred and six the defendant Ramm,ohun Roy in the title of these 
interrogatories named was abOjUt to proceed to Patna Benares and other 
Provinces remote from Calcutta Saith that about that time the particular 
month he this deponent doth not now recollect the said defendant Ramr 
mohun Roy executed to him this deponent a Kabala or Ball of Sale of 
the Talooks of Govindpore and Rammesserpore subject to an agreement 
which was at that same time executed by him this deponent to one 
Go(oroodoss Mookerjee the nephew of the said Rammohun Roy whereby 
it was expressed that altho the said Talooks had been conveyed to 
this deponent by the said Kabala or Bill of Sale they were held by him 
this deponent in trust for the said Rammohun Roy Saith that in conse- 
quence of the said Kabala or Bill of Sale the said Rammohun Roy 
caused the said Talooks to be entered m the name of him this deponent 
in the books of the Collector and that he this deponent came into 
po(ssession thereof and continued in such possession until the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and eighteen but that he this deponent 
during all that time continued to account to the said Rammohun Roy 
for the rents issues and profits of the said Talooks Saith that the reasons 
for the said defendant Rammohun Roy so transferring the said Talooks 
to this depobent were as he the said Rammohun Roy then assigned that 
as he the said Ramm,ohun was about to depart from Burdwan and likely 
to reside for a long period of time at a considerable distance therefrom 
that of the said Talooks were held in the name of him' this deponent 
that it wqjuld enable this deponent to manage the same better than he 
the said Rammohun Roy could do by reason of his absence This de- 
ponent looking at the paper writing now produced and shoiwn to him at 
this the time of his examination marked with the letter A and purporting 
to be a Bill of Sale ox Kabala executed by the said defendeint Rammohun 
Roy to this deponent Rajiblochun Roy saith that his this deponents n^ne 
IS not set and subscribed to the same as a witness to the execution there- 
of Saith that he saw the said Kabala or Bill of Sale marked with the letter 
A executed by the said defendant Rammohun Roy Saith that the name 
Rammohun Roy set and subscnbed to the said paper writing as the party 
executing the same is the proper handwriting of the defendant Ram- 
mohun Roy Saith that after the said Rammohun Roy had so set and sub- 
scnbed his own name to the said paper writing the said paper wnting 
was attested by the persons whose names appear written thereon as 
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attesting witnesses to die execubon of llie same and was then delivered 
by the said Raromohun Roy to htm thtg deponent Saith that no money 
was paid on this occasion as the consideration of the said instrument 
or at any other times either before or after the execubcfi thereof but that 
the said Rammohun Roy at the fany of the execubon of the said paper 
wntuig acknowledged before the said subacnbmg witnesses to have 
received the sum pf four thousand and odd rupees the considerabon 
money which he this deponent believes is menboned in the said Deed 
but that as cannot read the Persian language and character be can 
not posibvely say that it is so expressed in the said deed Saith that he 
beheves that there is such Receipt expressed m the said paper writing 
Saith that all the property menboned in the said paper wnbng was after 
wards possessed and managed by him this deponent to whota it was so 
transferred Saith that the said property was so possessed and managed 
by him this deponent from the begmmng of the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and seven to the end of the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and eighteen Saith that he so possessed and managed the same 
not on his own account but on account of and m trust for the said Ram 
mohun Roy Saith that he this depKinent collected the rents issues and 
profits of the said landed property m the said paper wrrtmg menboned 
subsequently to and immediately after the date and execubon thereof 
Saith that he this deponent did not appropnate the same to his own use 
and account but paid them erver to the said Rammohun Roy after 
deducting the Government rent and the expences incurred m managing 
the same and which he this deponent continued to do from the Bengally 
year onq theiusand two hundred and seven to the Bengally year one 
thousand two hundred and eighteen 

To the Twelfth Interrogatory this deponent looking at the i>apcr 
wntmgs m the Persian and Bengally language and cdiamcter now pro- 
duced and shown to him at thf ibe time of his exammabon respectively 
marked with the letters D Cc E and purporbng to be respecbvely signed 
and sealed by the CoDector of Burdwan for tbe time bemg and to bo 
respectively sealed with the seal of office of the said CoUectox and 
having attenbvely perused the paper wnbng partly m the Bengally 
language and character and marked with the letter E saith that the said 
paper wnbng was granted by the Collector of Burdwan to the said 
Rammohun Roy m the Bengal year c»ie thousand two hundred and 
twenty one at the instance of the said Rammphun Roy on the occasion 
of the said Talooks of Govmdpore and Rammesserpore having been 
taken from the said Gooroodou Mookerjee and entered m the books 
of the said Collector id the name of the said Rammohun Roy Saith 
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tliat upon this occasion the said Gooroodoss Mookerjee executed to 
the said Rammohun Roy a Kabala or Bill of Sale of the said Taloloks of 
Govindpore and Rammesserpore who took possession thereof and 
then let it out to farm to this depoment who hath ever since had pos- 
session thereof and hath annually paid the said Rammohun Roy a net 
rent of 5,500 rupees per annum exclusive of the rents to Government 
and the expences of cojlechon Saith that in the Bengally year one 
thousand two hundred and eighteen a paper writing was granted by the 
said Collector of Burdwan to the said Gooroodoss Mojokerjee at the 
instance of the said Rammohun Roy on the occasion of the said 
Talooks of Govindpore and Ramesserpore having been taken from him 
this deponent and entered m the books of the Collector of Burdwan 
for the time being m the name of the said Gooroodoss Mookerjee Saith 
that on this occasion the said Kabala or Bill of Sale marked A was 
delivered up by him this deponent to the said Rammohun Roy and 
that the said property Govindpore and Rammesserpore immediately 
came into the possession of the said Gooroodoss Mookerjee m trust 
for the said Rammohun Roy Saith that not being able to read the 
Persian language and character he doth not know what the paper 
writing marked D imports but believes that it bears the seal of thu 
Collector of Burdwan and was granted by him on the occasion of the 
said Talooks being transferred from this deponent to the said 
Gooroodoss Mookerjee Saith that the time of giving up the said Kabala 
or Bill of Sale marked A by this deponent to the said Rammohun Rojy 
he this deponent presented Durkaust or petition to the Collector of 
Burdwan that the said Talooks should be struck out of the name of 
him this deponent and entered in the name of the said Gooroodoss 
Mookerjee which was accordingly done 

To the Thirteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is now 
in the possession of the said Talooks of Govindpore and Rammesserpore 
in the seventh eind eighth interrogatories mentioned but that they 
stand in the name of Rammohun Roy in the books of the Collector 
of Burdwan Saith that he this deponent hath been in such pdssessxjn 
from the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty one up 
to the present time Saith that his this deponents name is Rajiblochun 
Roy and that he took possession of the said Talooks for the first time 
in the Bengal' year one thousand two hundred and seven and held them 
in trust for the said Rammohun Roy to the end of the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and eighteen when the said Talooks were 
entered in the books of the Collector m the name of Goproodoss 
Mookerjee as he this deponent hath already mentioned in his answer 



172 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


to the next preceding twelfth mterrogalcry Saith that from that tune to 
the year one thousand two hundred and twenty the said Talook# of 
Govindpore and Rammcaaerpore continued m the books of the Col 
lector in the name of Gooroodoss Mookcrjee but that he this deponent 
still contmued tg» manage the same on account of the defendant Ram 
mohun Roy Saith that m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and twenty one the said TalooLs were re-entered m the books of the 
Collector m the name of tbe said Rammohun Roy since which time he 
tbiw deponent hath held the same under a Pottah from the said Rara 
mohun Roy as he this deponent hath already menboned Saith that he 
this deponent hath not at any time from the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and seven to the present bme given up the actual pos- 
session of the said two Talooks Saith that the defendant had a son 
bora to him sometime m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and seven about six months after the cxecubon of the paper writing 
marked A 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certam Putteney Talook situate in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad 
m the ZiHsh of Burdwan called Kissenagore and also a certam other 
Putteney Talook situate m the same Pergunnah and ZiUah called 
BeeHook and also a certain other Putteney Talook situate m the 
Pergunnah of Boyrah in the ZiUah aforesaid called Nangulparah and 
also a certain Putteney Talook situate m the Pergunnah of Boorsut 
m the Zillah aforesaid and called Scramporc Saith that he doth not 
know of his own knowledge a certam upper roomed house and ground 
thereto bclongmg situate at Chowruaghce m the Town of Calcutta which 
formerly belonged to one EJirabcth Fenwick Saith that he doth know 
a certain upF>er roomed garden house situate at Sunlah m the Town of 
Calcutta but that he this deponent doth not know to whom the same 
formerly belonged Saith that the Talooks of Becrlook and Kissenaghur 
were purchased by Kmi. tKiw deponent on account of the said Rammohun 
Roy and are m the pKwsession of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that 
the amount of purchase of the said Talooks were partly paid out of 
the rents and profits of Govmdporc and Rammesserpore and partly 
out of the pnvate funds of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that the 
other Talooks of Nangulparah and Scrampore ns well as the house situ- 
ate at Sunlah m Calcutta were as ho this deponent hath heard from 
his own servants and people and beheves purchased by the said Ram- 
mohun Roy with hia own proper money and have been m his posession 
from the bme that they were so purchased 

Tq the Twenty fiirst Interrogatory this deponent saith that he i® 
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acquainted witli the character and manner of hand'wnting of Juggomohun 
Roy who was m his lifetime the father of the Complainant m the title 
of these intei rogatories named Saith that he this deponent often saw the 
said Juggomohun Roy write and thereby became acquainted with his 
handwriting This deponent looking at the several paper writings now 
produced and shown to him at this the time of his examination marked 
respectively F G & H and at the signatures which appear subscribed 
thereto respectively saith that the signature Juggomohun Roy set and 
subscribed to each of the said paper writings marked G^& H as the 
party executing the same respectively is of the proper hand writing of 
the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that the whole of the body of the said 
paper vsrriting marked F is of the proper handwriting of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy as also the words and names endorsed thereon Saith that he 
doth not knofw in whose handwriting the body of the paper writing 
marked G is written Saith that the names Juggernaut Mozumdar and 
Jussodanundun Ghose set and subscribed on the back of the said 
paper writing marked G as attesting witnesses to the execution thereof 
are of the proper handwriting of the said Juggernaut Mozumdar and 
Jussodanundun Ghose Saith that he doth not know in whose hand- 
writing the body of the paper writing marked H is or any part thereof 
or m whose handwriting the names of the parties appearing as subscrib- 
ing witnesses to the execution thereof is or are 

113 Deposition of Nundcoomar Beeddalunkar a witness produced on the 
part of Rammohun Roy, (Examined 24 April, 1819) 

Deposition of a Witness taken in the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court — 

Nundcoomar Beddalunkar of Mamcktollah in Calcutta Pundit aged 
fifty six years or thereabouts being produced as a witness on the part 
of the Defendant in this Cause and a note having been delivered to 
Mr William Smith Attorney for the Complainant m this Cause on the 
sixteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and nineteen of 
the name title and place of abode of the said Nundcoomar Beddalunkar 
He the said Nundcoomar Beddelunkar was afterwards on the said 
sixteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and nineteen 
sworn on the twenty fourth day of April m the said year was Examined 
on the Inter rogatones filed by the said Defendant on the twenty 
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seventh day of Aiiguat one thousand eight hundred and eighteen and 
Dep>oaeth as foUow* — 

To the First Inteno^ntoTy this Deponent aaith that he is a Bramin 
and maintains himself by the Donations and contributions of hia E)is- 
ciples Sissiaes and is not in the service of any persons or x x z 

To the Second Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties the Complainant and Defendant in the title of these interro- 
gatonca named Saith that he hath known the said Complainant Govmd 
persaud Ro^ from his the said Gcrvmdpersaud Roys childhood but that 
he hath never been upon terms of intunacy with the paid Co m pla in ant 
Saith that he hath known thp Defendant Rnmmohun Roy from the tune 
that the said [defendant attamed the age of fourteen years and bath 
ever since been on the most mtunale terms with him* 

To the Tenth Interrogatory this Deponent saith that x x x 
vmtmgs in the Bengal and Persian languages and characters now pro- 
duced and shown to him at tins the tune of his exammabon marked with 
the letters B & C saith that his name is subsenbed to both the siud 
paper wntings as a witness attesting the exccubon thereof Saith that 
the name and signature Sree Nundcoomar Surmo eakhnn Rogonathpore 
m the Bengal language and character set and subscribed to the papers 
wnting marked B is of the proper band wnbng of him this deponent and 
that the name and signature Nundcoomar Surmo sakhiro Pallapara m 
the Bengal language and character set and subscribed to the paper vmt 
mg marked C is also of the proper hand wnting of him this Deponent 
and that both the said paper writings were executed m the prepence of 
him this deponent Saith that the paper wntmg marked B was executed 
by Rajiblochun Roy to Gooroodoss Mucker^ec x but m fact to 
Rammohun Roy to whom the same was delivered after the execubon 
thereof Saith that the paper wnbng marked C is m the Persian language 
and character which he this depKinent cannot read nor doth he know 
to whom it ip addressed but that he thm deponent saw the said Gocuoo- 
does Muckerjee execute the said paper wnbng and deliver the same 
to Rammohun Roy the defendant Saith that the doth know Goctoodoss 
Mucherjec whose name is wntten m the paper wnbng marked B as the 
person m whose favour the same is executed Sailh that the said 

Gooroodoss Muckerjee is a nephew of the Defendant but was not pre 

sent when the same was executed Saith that at the hm« of the execubon 
of the said paper wnbng the said Gooroodoas Muckerjee was about 
eleven or twelve years of age Saith that he doth know that the said 

defendant wap mamed at and before the tune of the date of the said 
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paper writing marked B but that he had not at that time or befiore 
any child or children by such marriage or o_dierwise 

To the Last Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any other matter or thing that ever did x x x 

or advantage in the title of these interrogatories named 


J A' Simpson 
ELxaminer 
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114 Deposition of Gooroodoss Mookerjee a witness produced on the 
part of Rammohun Roy. (Examined 30 April & i May^ 1819) 

Depositiotn of a Witness taken in the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court — 

Gooroodofes Muckerjee of Simlah m Calcutta Serrastadaur aged thirty 
two years or thereabouts being produced as a Witness on the part of 
the Defendant in this Cause and a Note having been delivered to 
Mr William Smith Attorney for the Complainant in this Cause on this 
28th day of April 1819 of the nam,e title and place of abode of the 
said Gooroodoss Muckerjee — He the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee was 
afterwards ob the said 28th day of April 1819 sworn and on the 30th 
day of April and 1st day of May m the said year was Examined on the 
Interrogatories filed by the said Defendant on the 27th day of August 
1818 and Deposeth as follows — 

To the First Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he is a Zermndar 
and supports and maintains himself from the Gains and profits of his 
lands Saith that he is not in the service of any persons or person 
whomsoever 

To the Second Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he knows the 
parties Complainant and Defendant m the title of these interrogatories 
named Saith that he hath known the Complainant from his the said 
Complainants birth and that he hath known the Defendant from this 
deponents infeincy ^ 

To the Third Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he did know 
one Ramcaunt Roy who in his life time was the father of the Defendant 
in the title of these interrogatories named Saith that he this deponent 
was acquainted with the said Ramcaunt Roy from his this deponents 
childhood up to the time of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy who 
was the maternal Grandfather of him this deponent and with whom 
he was on the most intimate terms and lived and resided with him in 
the same homestead Saith that he this deponent hath thereby every 
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means of knowing and being acquainted with the relaliona and family 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that from the time that he this deponent 
first recollects the said Ramcsunt Roy the said Ramcaunt Roy had 
three eons three wives and four brothers Saith that the name of his 
eldest son was Juggomohun Roy the name of his second son was 
Rammohun Roy the Defendant and the name of hie third son was Ram 
lochun Roy Saith that the name of his eldest wife was Sctobadru Daby 
and the name of his second wife Tarreney Daby and the name of the 
third IS Rammoney Daby Saith that the name of the eldest brother of 
the said Rdhacaunt Roy was Neemanund Roy the name of another 
brother was Ramkissore Roy and of two others were Gopeemohun 
Roy and Bistoram Roy Saith that the said Ramcaunt had also two 
other brothers named Radamohun Roy and Ram ram Roy whom 
he this deponent never saw and who are dead but whose descendants 
are hvmg Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy hved and resided at the 
family house at Radanagore where he this deponent first recollects him 
where he this deponent was bom Saith that the said Neemanund Roy 
Ramkissoro Roy and Bistoram Roy and the ton of Ramram Roy 
together with his the said Ramcaunt Roy s own three sons sjid three 
wives and this deponent hved and resided at the said Homestead at 
Radanagore with the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that he thm deponent 
as far as be can recollect and as far as his ovm judgment enabled him to 
form an opinion the said Ramcaunt Roy did not then form an im 
divided Hindoo Family with his said brothers and then descendants 
Saith that they were divided as to food and as he this deponent 
believes they wore also divided as to property Saith that he this de 
ponent doth not of hia own knowlcd^ know of any partition or divisiofi 
having taken place between the said Ramcaunt Roy and his brothers 
but that he this deponent heard that there had been such partition after 
he came to years of discretion and heard it spoken of as a transaction 
which had taken place a considerable time before the birth of him this 
deponent Saith that he this depobent doth not know what the parties did 
after such partition and division but that from the time that he this 
deponent distinctly recollects the said Ramcaunt Roy to live separated 
and divided from his brothers and their descendants as to food and 
property Saith that he this deponent doth not know what change took 
place at any tune after such paitibon or division m regard to the resi- 
dence and manner of Irvmg of any of the members of the family of thb 
said Ramcaimt Roy but that m the Bengal year one thousand one 
hundred and ninety eight or nmety mne the said Ramcaunt Roy removed 
to a house which he had built ot Langxilparah together with his wives 
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and children and him this depoment but how long that was after such 
partition or division he this deponent doth know Saith that all the 
other members of the family who were living and residing at the house 
at Radanagore at the time of the removal of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
to Langulparah continued to live and reside at the said house at 
Radanagore Saith that from the said Bengal year one thousand one 
hundred and ninety eight or ninety nine to the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and three the said Ramcaunt Roy continued to live and 
reside at the said house at Langulparah together with his wives and 
sons when the said Ramcaunt Roy made a division and partition of 
his property among his sons and shortly afterwards removed personally 
to Burdwan where he died in the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and ten Saith that after the said last mentio.ned partition and 
division between the said Ramcaunt Roy and his sons the said Ranir 
caunt Roy employed himself solely in managing the portion of the said 
real estate which he had reserved to himself and in managing two 
zemindarys which he had taken to Farm from the Collector of Burdwan 
and two or three other zenundaries which he had farmed from the 
Rajah o'f Burdwan and which he managed solely as his own separate 
and exclusive account and not jointly with any person or persons whonv 
soever Saith that he this deponent can speak of his own knowledge 
of circumstances which took place from the peiiod of the said Ram- 
caunt Roy going to live and reside at Burdwan Saith that he this de- 
ponent saw the books and accounts of the said Ramcaunt Roy at 
Burdwan dunng the time that tbe said Ramcaunt Roy lived and resided 
there and which weie kept in his own name and which related to his 
zeiTundary transactions Saith that the said books of accounts were kept 
at the hduse of the said Ramcaunt Roy at Burdwan during the time 
that he the said Ramcaunt Roy lived and resided there up to the time 
of his death and that his mohurrir Rogonath Sircar had the keeping 
and charge of the said books Saith that he this deponent hath heard 
from Rogonath Sircar and others that on the death of the said Ram- 
caunt Roy the Rajah of Burdwan took possession of part of the papers 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy which related to the zemmdanes which the 
said Ramcaunt Roy held in farm from him Saith that all the remaining 
papers belonging to the said Ramcaunt Roy were taken possession of 
by his eldest son Juggomohun Roy in the presence of him this deponent 
about two years and a half after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
Saith that to the best of this deponents recollectidn the said Rogonath 
Sircar and Ramdulull Ghose and Rashbihary Bose kept and wrote the 
entries in the books and accounts respecting which he hath been last in- 
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terrogaled from the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three to 
the Bengal year onp thousand two hundred and ten Sajth that RamduluD 
Ghose IB the only person of these who wrote the said entnes m the 
said books who is now Imng Saith that the said Rogonaut Sircar died 
at Kissenagore in the presence of hun, this deponent in the Bengally 
year one thousand two hundred and twenty or one thousand two 
hundred and twenty one Saith that he this deponent hath heard from 
the son of Joyhurry Bose that his father died at his family house at 
BallcAre Baichee but in wbat year he this deponent does not 
now recoil^ Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy died at the 
Town of BurdwEin m the month of Joistee of the Bengally year one 
thousand two hundred and ten which he this deponent knows from 
having gone to that place the day after his death Saith that the said 
Ramcaunt Roy did not die possessed of any personal property to the 
best of the knowledge or behef of him this deponent Saith that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy died seized and possessed of the said dwelling 
house at Burdwan and the lands he had reserved to himself at the 
tune of the partition and division with his sons but the value and extent 
whereof he this depoent doth not know Saith that the Rajah of 
Burdwan took possession of the house at Burdwan for arrears due to 
him and that all the other lands of which the said Ramcaunt Roy 
died seized and possessed were left by him to defray the expences of 
performing the services of a certam Idol to which they have been 
applied by his widow Tarreney Daby Saith that about three yeara 
after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy his son Juggomohim Roy 
collected and received some of the debts or sums of money which 
were due to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the tune of his death arising 
from certain Decrees or judgments of the 7 -tI]h 1> Court* of Burdwan 
and Hooghly m favour of the said Ramcaimt Roy but to what amount 
he doth not know but bebeves that the amount of the said debts so 
recovered may have been two thousand five himdied or three thousand 
Ri^Dees Saith that the said Juggomohim Roy rlwiTn^ and collected the 
^aid debts as eldest son and heir of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that 
he doth not know from what persons the said Debts were recovered 
Saith that a sum of about one thousand Rupees was recovered from 
one Ra mk issore Roy and that a sum of about four or five hundred 
rupees was recovered from, a person of the name of Bcnodnim Soma 
dhuT which debts were due and owing on account of rent Saith that 
he doth not know the particulars of the other debts which were re 
covered or the person from whom they were recovered Saith that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy never did after such partition and division with hia 
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sons ever reunite with them again m any respect Saith that he doth 
know that such reunion never took place from his being in the almost 
daily habit of seeing the said Ramcaunt Roy and his three sons who 
were the uncles of this deponent Saith if such reunion had taken place 
he this deponent must certainly have knowti of it as well from his 
being related to the parties as from his being intimately acquainted with 
them Eind their families 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he Was 
acquainted with one Juggomohun Roy who in his life time was the 
father of the Complainant in the Tide of these interrogatones named 
and the uncle of him this deponent Saith that he was acquainted with 
the said Juggomohun Roy from his this deponents childhood Saith that 
he this deponent was acquainted with the concerns and dealings and 
manner of living of the said Juggomohun Roy for a period of about ten 
or twelve years before his death Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy 
lived and resided at the said dwelling house at Langulparah during 
the whole of the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three 
Saith that he cam,e to live and reside in the said house in the Bengal 
year one thousand one hundred and ninety eight or ninety nine and that 
he continued to live and reside in the same up to* the time of his death 
Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy Rammjohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy 
lived and resided with the said Juggomohun Roy at the said house at 
Langulparah and formed -with him an undivided Hindoo famaly when 
a partition took place between the said Juggomohun Roy, Ramcaunt 
Roy, Rammohun Roy and Ramjochun Roy Saith that some short time 
after the said partition the said Ramcaunt Roy removed to Burdwan 
and the said Ramlochun Roy removed to the old family house at 
Radanagore but that the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy 
continued to live and reside at the said house at Langulparah which had 
been equally divided between them at the time of the said partition and 
division Saith that some real property was allotted to the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy on the occasion of the said partition Saith a Talook called 
Flurrerampcre together with some other lands were allotted to him on 
the said occasion which he this deponent knows fromj having heard 
the same from the said Juggomohun Roy and from having seen the 
said deeds of partition subsequent to the said partition and division 
having been made Saith that the said Talook and other lands were 
taken possession of by the said Juggomohun Roy who received 
the rents issues and profits thereof which he this deponent 
knows from having seen him the said Juggomohun Roy in possession 
of the said lands and from having for him received the said rents issues 
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and profile tliereof Seith that the eaid Talook eo allotted to the eaid 
Juffgotoohun Roy under the said parUUon and division paid to Govern 
ment an annual revenue of thirty thousand rupees in addition to which 
It yields a revenue of five or six thousand rupiees annually to the 
Zemindar as his profit Saith that the other lands allotted to the said 
Juggomohun Roy under such partibon or division yielded a revenue of 
about three hundred and fifty rupees per annum Sarth that 
the said Juggomohun Roy held the said Talook from the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and three to the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and eight when it was sold for arrears of 
revenue to Government Saith that he conlmued to enjoy the other lands 
which were allotted to him under the said pprtibon and division up to 
the lime of his death which he this deponent knows from seeing him 
in the possession and enjoyment of the said lands Seith that the said 
lands which remained in the possession of the said Juggomohim Roy 
at the time of hia death being a part of what had been allotted to him 
by the said partibon and division ore now m the possession of the 
Complainant Govindpersaud Roy his son Saith that the said Complainant 
Govmdpersaud Roy took possession of the said lands m his right of son 
and heir of the said Juggomobun Roy Saith that he doth not know that 
any part of the real property which was so aHotled teJ the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy at the hme of such partition and division was at any time 
afterwords during the life tune of the said Juggomobun Roy sold to any 
person or persona or exchanged for ony other landed or real property 
save and except the sale of the said Talook of Hureerampore by the 
Collector of Midnapore for arrears of revenue Saith that the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy Lved and resided at the said house at Ljangulparah after 
such partition and division up to the time of his death Saith that from 
the period of such partitjcm and dtviaioD up to th® death of the said 
Juggomobun Roy the said Juggomobun Roy employed himself m manag 
mg the lands and Talooks which had been so allotted to him and 
some aymah lands which he had himself acquired by purchase sub- 
sequent to such allotment Saith that he to managed the said lands 
and coDected the rents and profits thereof on his own separate and 
exclusive account which ho this deponent knows from being on the 
greatest terms of mhmacy with him and very often near and about his 
person Saith that the said Juggomobun Roy kept hobks and accounts 
of his management and deahngs touching the said landed estate from 
the date of such partition and division up to the time of his own death 
Saith that the said hooks and accounts wore kept and deposited dunng 
the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomobun Roy respectively 
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for a part of ihc Innc in llic custody and possession of Runjectram 
Roy and Ncpaul Roy and for anolher pari of the lime in the custody 
and possession of Ragonaut Sircar who were the servants of the said 
Juggomohun Roy Saith that from the dale of the said partition to the 
icar one thousand two hundred and ten the said Runjeelram Roy and 
Ncpaul Roy kept and wrote the entries in the said books and accounts 
belonging to the said Juggomohun Roy Sailh that from the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and ten to the time of the death of the 
said juggomohun Roy the said Rogonaut Sircar wrote the entries m 
the said books of accounts Saith that Rogonaut Sircar died about the 
jear one ihou'^and two hundred and twenty or one thousand two 
hundred and twenty one Saith that Runjectram Roy died last year some- 
where in the neighbourhood of Calcutta as he this deponent was 
informed by the son of tlic said Runjectram Roy immediately after his 
death and which information he this deponent believes to be true Saith 
that he this deponent doth not kncKv what hath become of Nepaul 
Roy nor whether he is living cr dead Saith that the said Juggomohun 
Roy departed this life at Nangulparah in the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and ciglitccn which communication was made to this 
deponent by a letter from his father and sent to him at Rungpore where 
he this deponent then was Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died 
seized and possessed of about three hundred beggahs of land which 
he got under the said partition and division as likewise of a half share 
of the house at Langulparah and some household property which were 
all taken possession of by the said Govindpersaud Roy immediately 
on the death of his said father Saith that he this deponent returned to 
Langulparah m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty 
and there saw the said Govindpersaud Roy in possession of the said 
landed property which he this deponent knew ta have belonged to his 
the said complainants father Juggomohun Roy and this deponent also 
saw him m possess.on of some household grounds which the said 
Govindpersaud informed this deponent had also belonged to his said 
father Saith he believes that the said property of which the sai^ 
Ccttnplainant Govindpersaud Roy so possessed himself after his fathers 
death was worth about twelve or thirteen thousand rupees Saith that 
from the date of the said partition to the Bengally year one thousand two 
hundred and seven the said Juggomohun Roy was in very easy circum- 
stances Saith that from the year one thousand two hundred and eight 
to the time of his death he was in very straightened and difficult circum- 
stances which he this deponent Jenows from living in the same house 
with him the said Juggomohun Roy and from daily seeing him in those 
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hard and mdigent circumalajicta Saith that he doth not know nor hath 
he the least reason to believe that the »id Juggomohun Roy ever did 
at any period after hia said parbbon and division wth his said father and 
brothers carry on or was concerned in any joint dealings or tranaacbons 
of any kind or description either with his brother the defendant in the 
title of these interrogatories named or with his father Ramcaimt Roy 
Saith that he doth on hia oath believe that no such joint deahngs or 
transactions could have been earned on without his this deponents be 
coming acquainted therewith Saith that he this deponent was m the daily 
habit of see^g the said parties and therr famihes and of bemg acquaint 
ed with all their dealings and transactions and would have known 
of such joint dealings and transactions if any had been earned on Saith 
that he hath no reason to believe that after the penod of such parbticci 
and division the said Juggomohun had ever reunited himself m any 
manner whatsoever with all or with any of the members of the family 
with whom such partition was so made Saith that from the nature of his 
this deponents mtimaqy and acquaintance vnlh the said Juggomohun 
Roy and hia affairs and dealings after said parbticm and division he 
this deponent is certain that if any such reunion had taken place he this 
deponent must have known of it 

J A Simpson ■) 

> (Sd) larttiTKrtTr 

Examiner ) 

To the Fifth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath had the 
means of knowing the circumstances concerns dealing* and transactions 
of the defendant in the title of these interrogatories named by being 
related to him and by often being with bim, m the same house at Langul 
parah and at either places Saith that he this deponent became parti 
cularly acquamted with the affairs dealings and transactions of the 
defendant m the Bcngally year one thousand two hundred and seven 
Saith that he doth know of a parbbon or division of ancestonal projicrty 
y^hich took place m the month of Augmn m the Bengal year one thou 
sand two- hundred and three Saith that he doth know certam land at 
Chunderconnah certam other land situate in different villages and a 
house m Calcutta allotted to the defendant in the said fiarbhon or drvi 
Sion Saith that at the time of such parbbon or division he this deponent 
was very young and doth not recollect the circuniatances which took 
place at that parbbon and diviaicm but that he subsequently became ac 
quBinted with the same as well from the said defendant as from the other 
persons concerned m the said parbbon and division Saith that he believes 
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that the said defendant took possession of the said real property allotted 
to him under the said partition and division as he this deponent after- 
wards saw him in possession thereof Saith that the said defendant is 
now in possession of all the said real property save and except the 
house in Calcutta which he hath since sold Saith that he did know one 
Ramcaunt Roy who in his lifetime was the father of the said defendant 
and one Juggomohun Roy who in his lifetime was one of the brothers 
of the said defendant up to the time of their respective deaths Saith that 
neither of them ever did after such partition and division interfere or 
meddle with the possession or management of the landed ‘br real pro- 
perty or any part thereof which was so allotted to the said defendant 
at the time of such partition and division Saith that he this deponent 
knows this from being related to the said parties and from being in 
the daily habits of seeing the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun 
Roy up to the time of their respective deaths and also m the daily habit of 
seeing the defendant Rammohun Roy up to the present time and from 
being very well acquainted with their dealings and transactions Saith 
that Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy took possession of the othei 
parcels of landed property which on occasion of the said partition or 
division was allotted to each of them respectively and that Ramcaunt 
Roy kept possession of a part of the said Estate which was on that 
occasion divided which he this deponent knows from having seen the 
said parties subsequently to such partition and division in the possession 
of the said land allotted to them respectively Saith that the said defen- 
dant never did at any time after such partition and division as far as 
his this deponents recollection goes interfere with the possession or 
management of the other parts of the property which had been allotted 
to the other members of the family and that the said denfendant could 
not have intermeddled or interfered in the management or possession 
thereof for the reason which he hath already given without his this 
deponents knowledge 

To the Sixth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
when the said defendant m the title of these interrogatories named livefj 
and resided before and at the time and subsequent to the said parti- 
tion and division Saith that the said defendant lived and resided at the 
house at Langulparah from the Bengal year one thousand one hundred 
and ninety eight or one thousand one hundred and nienty nine to the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty three during seme 
part of which last mentioned year the said defendant removed with his 
family to a house which he had built at Rogonathpore which house was 
then and hath since hitherto continued to be his family dwelling house 
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Saith that after the said partition and divwion and from the time that he 
this deponent r.Rn recollect the defendant hath entered into different 
services and hath purchased lands from time to time from the profits 
Md gains of such services and employment Saith that he hath also 
employed himself in deahng in Companya papers ail which he hath 
done solely on hii own account which he this deponent knows from 
being acquainted with the transaction of which he hath been speaking 
Saith that he doth know that the said defendant did and doth keep 
books of accoimts relatmg to his deahngs and transactions which he 
hath earned on separately on his own account subsequent to the said 
partition and division Saith that the said books and accounts were kept 
and deposited in the Dufterkonnah of the said defendant dimng the 
lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and JuggomoKun Roy respectively 
Saith that he doth know that Jussodanundun Ghose Gopejonohun 
Qiatterjec Bhowanny Chose Juggernaut Mozumder and some others 
whose names he this deponent doth not now recollect kept and wrote 
the entnes m the said books of account of the defendant during the 
said last mentioned period and subsequent to such partition and dbvision 
Saith that all the said persons whom he this deponent hath last named 
are Uving except Bhowanny Ghose who died as he this deponent 
believes in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and sixteen 
Saitb that the said Bhowaimy Ghose died at Rungpore to which place 
he this deponent went and hath after his death and when he then heard 
the death of the said Bhowanny Ghose publicly talked of Saith that 
he this deponent hath had frequent means of seeing and inspecting 
the said books and accounts of the defendant from, brae td bme during 
the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy rcspec 
trvely Saith that during that bme the said books and accounts were 
somebmes m the parbcular custody and care of Juggernaut Moxurader 
and sometimes of Gopymohun Chatteqee Saith that the said books and 
accounts were kept in the Dufterkonnah of the said defendant and 
related to his own deahng* and transacbons and were never gubmittcd 
the mtpeebon or exarainaboo of the said Ramcaunt Roy or Juggo- 
mohun Roy or either of them or of any persons or person on their 
behalf Saith that if the said books of accounts had been so submitted 
to the mspeebon or exanvnabon of the said Ramcaunt Roy and jugge** 
mohun Roy he this deponent must have known of it as he this de 
ponent wa* on term* of equal mbmacy with all the said paitiea and 
acquainted with theu affairs and transacbons 

To the Eleventh Interrogatory this deponent looking at the paper 
^vnUngs now produced and shown to him at this the brae of his 
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exammalion m the Persian and Bengally language and character and 
marked respectively with the letters D & E purporting to be respec- 
tively granted and signed by the Collector of Burdwan eind to be 
respectively sealed with the seal of office of the said Collector Saith that 
he IS acquainted with the seal of office of the said Collector and that 
the impression of a seal which now appear on the said paper writings 
are impressions respectively of the genuine seal of offices of the said 
Collector of Burdwan and according to the best of the judgment and 
belief of him this deponent who hath seen several impressions oif the 
seal of office of the said Collector Saith this deponent looking at the 
signature which appears subscribed to each of the said paper writings 
saith that he believes that the said initials are m the handwriting of 
Mr Charles Trower the then Collector of Burdwan Saith that he is 
not acquainted with his handwriting otherwise than having seen a 
similar signature to official papers from the Collectors office Saith that 
the said Charles Trower was Collector of Burdwan and officiated as 
such at the times respectively when the said paper writings bear date 
To the Twelfth Interrogatory this deponent looking at the paper 
writings now produced and shown to him at this the time of his ex- 
amination in the Persian and Bengallee language and character and 
purporting to be respectively signed and sealed by the Collector of 
Burdwan for the time being and marked with the letters D & E saith 
that he doth know on what occasion and for what purposes such paper 
writings were respectively granted by and obtained from the Collector 
of Burdwan Saith that the defendant Rammohun Roy had in the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and six purchased the Talook of 
Rcimmesserpore and Govmdpore Saith that shortly after such purchase 
being about to leave his own country he caused the said Talooks to 
be entered in the Collectors books in the name of Rajiblochun Roy that 
* they might be better managed in his absence taking from the said 
Rajiblochun Roy at the same time an agreement in the name of him 
this deponent but for the benefit and use of the said Rammohun Roy 
Saith that in the Bengallee year one thousand two hundred and eighteen* 
the said Talooks were by the joint application of the said Rajiblochun 
Roy and of him this deponent entered in the name of him this deponent 
in the books of the said Collector Saith that upon this occasion the 
paper writing marked D was granted by the said Collector Saith that 
in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty one the 
defendant Rammohun Roy returned to Calcutta when by the joint 
application of him this deponent and the said Rammohun Roy the 
said 'Talooks were entered in the Books of the Collector m the name 


24 



106 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


of tum the Mud Rammohun Roy and the pap^r writing marked E waa 
issued by the said Collector Saith that during the penods m which the 
Talookfl were entered in the names of Rajiblochun Roy and in the name 
of him this deponent and up to the Pme that they were entered m the 
name of Rammohun Roy the said Talooks have been in the actual 
possession of the said RajiblocKim Roy but continued to be the pro- 
perty of the said Rammohun Roy who received the profits thereof 
To the Thirteenth Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he doth 
know who is now m the possession of the Talooks of Govindpore and 
Rammess^rpore in the seventh and eighth mterrogatones mentioned 
Saith that Rajiblochun Roy ts m the entire possession of the said two 
Talooks and holds the same under the said Rammohim Roy whose 
property they are and have been from the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and six Saith that the said Rajiblochun Roy hath had the 
management of the said Talooks and hath held them imder Rammohun 
Roy from the time when the said Rammohun Roy purchased them m 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six up to the present 
time Saith that the possession and management of the said Talook was 
never deUvered over by the said Rajiblochun Roy to any person or per 
sons whatsoever Saith that m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and eight a son was bora to the defendant m the btle of these 
mterrogatones named but that the management of the said Talcxiks was 
never transferred from the said Rajiblochun Roy to any other persons 
or person whatever 

To the fourteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he i* 
related to the defendant in the title of these mlenogatones riamed and 
that he is his nephew being the son of bis sister Saith that from the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eighteen to the Bengal year 
one thousand two himdred and twenty one the said Talooks of Govind 
pore and Rammesserpero continued m the books of the Collector of 
Burdwnn as the property of him this deponent Saith that they were so 
entered m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eighteen 
(_ by the said Rammohun Roy but that he thip deponent was never the 
prolpnelor of the said Talooks Saith that the said Talooks have alwaj^ 
been m the management of the said Rajiblochun Roy Saith that m the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eighteen when the said 
Talook was entered m the Collectors books m the name of him this 
deponent he this deponent was twenty four years of age Saith that in 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty one the said 
Talooks were transferred to the name of the defendant Rammohun Roy 
m the books of the said Collector Saith that he this deponent received 
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no consideration for the same being given and that he suffered the 
same to be done because the said Talooks m fact belonged to Ram- 
mohun Roy. 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certain Putteney Talook situated in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad 
in the Zillah of Burdwan called Kissenaghur also a certain other Putteney 
Talook situate m the same Pergunnah and Zillah called Beerlook also 
a certain other Putteney Talook situate in the Pergunnah of Bayrah m 
the Zillah aforesaid called Langulparah and also a certain other Putteney 
Talook in the Pergunnah of Boorsut m the Zillah aforesaid* and called 
Scramporc also a certain upperroomed house and ground thereunto be- 
longing situated at Chowringhee in the Town of Calcutta which formerly 
belonged to one Elizabeth Penwick and also a certain other upper- 
roomed Garden house situate at Simlah m the Town of Calcutta which 
formerly belonged to one Francis Mendes and which Talooks and houses 
respectively have been purchased by and are now m the possession of 
the defendant m the title of these interrogatories named Saith that the 
said Talooks lands and houses were purchased with the proper monies 
of the said defendant Saith that he knows this from having been present 
at the purchase of some of the Talooks and from seeing the defendant 
in the possession of the other Talooks and houses fromi the date of the 
purchase of the same up to the present time 

To the Seventeenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know that the defendant m the title of these interrogatories named 
never was at any time nor is he at present pdssessed of any parcel or 
parcels of rent free and Bermutter lands situated at Kissenaghur in the 
Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan containing either 
three hundred biggahs or any other quantity which were purchased by 
the defendant either with his own funds or with the funds of any 
other persons or person whatever Saith that the said defendant was 
never in possession of none ( ?) these twelve biggahs cf Bremutter land at 
Kissenagore and which he obtained from his father under the said 
Division and Partition Saith that if the said Rammohun Roy had had any 
other Bermutter land save and except the said twelve Biggahs he this 
deponent would certainly have known it as he this deponent hath lands 
m the said village and is in the habit of going there very often 

To the Eighteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know of a certain piece cfr parcel of ground situate at Rogonathpore 
in the Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan containing 
about twelve or thirteen biggahs and not sixteen biggahs of ground part 
whereof hath been converted into a garden by the defendant m the 
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htle of theae mterrogntonea named and on another pwt whereof a house 
hath been erected by the taid defendant Saith that the Mud piece or 
FmrccI of ground was not allotted to the said defendant at the time of 
the partition and division between the said defendant and his father 
and brothers Saith that the said lands belong to the Talook of Kiasc 
nagore which Talook was purchased by the defendant in the Bengal 
year one thousand two hundred and sixteen smee which the said land 
together with the said TalooL hath been m tbe possession of the said 
Rammohun Roy Saith that previous to one thousand two himdred and 
sixteen the^ said lands were held hy some tenants whose names he this 
deponent doth not now recollect Saith that the said hduse and garden 
were respectively built formed and made with the funds and at the 
expence of the defendant Rammohun Roy which h© this deponent 
knows from havmg seen the said defendant defray the expences of 
building the said house and forming the said garden through his servants 
Sarth that the forming the garden was commenced m the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and nineteen [and completed mj 

one thousand two hundred and twenty four Saith that the bmlding of 
the house commenced m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
euid twenty three but that it is not yet completed Saith that the 
said defendant Rammohun Roy hath possessed and occupied the 
said house and garden since they were respectively commenced on 
which he this deponent knows Bxim seeing him m possession thereof 
To the Nmeteenth Interrogaloiry this deponent saith that he was 
not present at the death of juggomohun Roy the father d the Com 
plainant in the title of these inlerrogatones named Saith that h© this 
deponent returned to Langulparah m the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and twenty after an absence of four years wnd found the 
Complainant m the possession of part of the bouse at Langulparah to- 
gether with the lands which had been allotted to his spid father at the 
time cf the partition and division save and except the Talook of 
HuTcerampore which had been sold during the lifetime of his father Saith 
X x also saw the Complainant m possession of some household pro 
petty which the said Cdmplamani informed this deponent had belonged 
to bis father at the time of his death Saith that he doth not know the 
Complainant did any act or acts tovrards recemng or administering the 
personal estate or property or coDectmg the debts of his father but that 
ho heard that the said Complamant had collected a small sum of money 
from one Benodram Summadar Saith that he hath teen the said Com 
plainant collect the rent of the landed property which had belonged to 
his father and which had come mlo his possession 
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To the T\NcnlictK Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
knoXv a eertain Talook situate m the Pergunnah of Cheetua in the dis- 
trict of Midnaporc and which at the time of the partition and division 
between Juggomohun Roy the father of the Complainant m the title 
of these interrogatories named and the father and brothers of the 
said Juggomohun Roy m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and three was allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he this 
deponent saw the said Talook m the possession of the said Juggomohun 
Roj*^ in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and five and believes 
that the said Juggomohun Roy must have obtained possession of the 
same immediately at or after the said partition and division Saith that 
the Talook was sold by the Collector for arrears of Revenue m the 
Bengal year one thousand hvo hundred and eight and was at the time 
of suit sale m the possession and management of the said Juggomohun 
R03' which he this deponent knows from having seen the same in his 
possession Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy was responsible to 
Government for the said arrears of Government Saith that the said sale 
of the said Talook did not satisfy the arrears of rent due to Govern- 
ment Saith that at the time of such sale the said Juggomohun Roy was in 
Jail and had been in Jail for upwards of x x x x years 
or three years and a half after such sale when the said Juggomohun 
Roy paid down one thousand rupees and entered into an agreement to 
pay the remaining balance by monthly instalments of one hundred 
rupees which he this deponent knows from having received letters from 
the said Juggomohun Roy on the subject of such payment and arrange- 
ment Saith that the said balance hath not yet been paid and that the 
Complainant last year entered into arrangements with the Board of 
Revenue to pay the said balance so due by his father Saith that 
the defendant in the title of these interrogatones named was not at 
any time or in any manner connected with the management of such 
Talooks after such partition and division nor was he required to pay 
or to contribute to the payment of such arreeirs of revenue so due 
from the said Juggomohun Roy ^ 

To the Twenty first Interrogatory this deponent looking at the 
paper writings now x x x time of his examination 

marked with the letters F G & H and at the signatures which appear sub- 
scribed thereto respectively saith that he is acquainted with the character 
and manner of handwriting of Juggomohun Roy the father of the Com- 
plainant in the title of these interrogatories named and that he hath 
often seen him write Saith that the whole of the paper in the Bengal 
character marked F is of the handwriting of the said Juggomohun Roy 
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Saith that the whole of the paper wntmg marked G together with the 
X X X X IS also in the proper handwnbng of the 

said Juggomohun Roy Saith that the name Sree Jusaudhimandun Chose 
and Juggernaut Morumdar act and suhscribed on the back of the said 
paper wntmg as attesting witnesses to the execution thereof are of the 
proper handwnting of them the said Jussodhumundan Chose and 
Juggernaut Morumdar Saith tKat the signature sree Juggomohun Roy 
aakhtm Langulparab set and aubscnbcd to the paper wntmg marked H 
as the party executing the same la of the proper handwnting of the said 
Juggomotuy. Roy Saith that the body of the said paper wntmg marked 
H together with the nam^ Goculchunder Bose set and subscnbed as an 
attesting witness to the execuPon tbeieof is of the proper handwnbng 
of the said Goculchunder Bose Saith that he doth not x x 

X X XXX XXX 

Td the Last Interrogatory the deponent saith that he doth not 
know any other matter or thmg which can tend to the benefit or ndvan 
tage of the defendant m the title of these mtenogatones named 


115 Deposition or Golueknarain Slretr a vftnen produetd on jhi part of 
Ramraohun Roy (Examined 11 Uay, 1919) 

Deposibon of a Witness taken m the above Cause by the Elxammer 
of this Court Golucknanun Sircar of Sunlah m Calcutta Sucar aged forty 
one years or thereabouts being produced as a witness on the part of 
the defendant m this Cause and a note havmg been dehvered to Mr 
William Smith attorney for the Complainant m thm Cause on fho eighth 
day of May otne thousand eight hundred and nmeteen of the name title 
and place of abode of the said Golucknaram Sircar He the said Goluck 
ifJram Sircar was afterwards on the paid eighth day of May one thousand 
eight himdred and nmeteen sworn and on the eleventh day of May m 
the said year was esammed on the Inlerrogatones filed by the said De 
fendant on the twen^ seventh day of August one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as follows— 

Tq the First Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he is a Sircar 
but out of employ at present and that he mamtains himself from the m 
come from gome lands vrhich he holds m the Mofussil 
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To the Second Interrogatory this depofnent saith that he knows the 
peirties Complainant and Defendant in the title of these interrogatories 
named Saith that he hath known the Complainant for these three or four 
years last past and the defendant for twenty three or twenty four years 
last past 

To the Fifteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know that the defendant in the title of these Interrogatories named did 
about twenty one or twenty two years ago lend and advance the sum 
of Sicca Rupees seven thousand five hundred to the Honourable Andrew 
Ramsay who was a Civil Servant of the Honorable East In^a Company 
on their Bengal Establishment but that he this deponent doth not of his 
own knowledge know of any sum or sums of money which were ever 
lent and advanced by the said Defendant to Thomas Woodford Esq 
also of the Honorable East India Companys CiviL Service on their Bengal 
Establishment Saith that the said Defendant directed him this deponent 
to come to his the said defendants house in Calcutta and to take from 
thence the said sum of seven thousand five hundred rupees to the 
office of the attorney of this Court whose name he this deponent doth 
not recollect Saith that he_ accordingly carried the said money to the 
said office and delivered the same to the defendant who gave the said 
suroi of seven thousand five hundred rupees to the said Honorable 
Andrew Ramsay who thereupon executed a bond for the sum and gave 
It to the said defendant Rammohoun Roy Saith that from having so taken 
the said money and seen it given to the said Andrew Ramsay and from 
having been at that time a Sircar in the service of the said defendant 
and seeing the same placed to the debit of the said Andrew Ramsay in 
the bodks of the said Rammohun Roy he this deponent knows that it 
was so lent and advanced out of the proper monies of the said Ram- 
mohun Roy Saith that he doth not of his own knowledge know if this 
sum of seven thousand five hundred rupees hath ever been paid by 
the said Andrew Ramsay to the said Rammohun Roy or where the 
bond now is which was given by the said Andrew Ramsay on that 
occasion but that he hath heard from Rammohun Roy that the said 
debt hath been paid and the Bond cancelled 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any other matter or thing which may lend to the benefit or 
advantage of the defendant in the title of these interrogatories named 


(Sd) 
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116 Depoiltfon of Juuodanundun Ohoie twltniii produeod on (ht part of 
Bimmohun Roy (Examined 14 May, 1819) 

Deposition of b Wtnesa taken m the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court Jussodanundun Ghose of Sunlah m Calcutta Sircar aged 
forty one years or thereabouts — being produced as a witness on the 
part of the Defendant m this cause and a note having been dehvered 
to Mr Wilhain Smith Attorney for the Complainant in this cause on 
the thirteenth day of May one thousand eight hundred and nineteen of 
the name tide and place of abode of the said Jussodanundun Ghose — 
the said Jussodanundun Ghose was afterwards on the said thirteenth day 
of May one thousand eight hundred and nineteen sworn and on the 
fourteeth day of May m the said year was Examined on the Inerroga 
tones filed by the said Defendant on the twenty seventh day of August 
one thousand ei^t hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as follows — 
To the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that he is a Tphvildar 
or Cash keeper m the service of the defendant Rammohun Roy m 
which service he this deponent hath been for these ten years last past at 
a salary of six rupees per month on which he maintains himself 

To the Second Interroigatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties the Complainant and the Defendant in the btle of these 
mterrogatones named Saith that be hath known the said Complainant 
from his the said Complainants Birth and that he hath known the said 
defendant few these twenty five years last past 

To the Seventeenth Interrogatory thm deponent saith that he doth 
know that the defendant m the dtle of these mterrogatones named 
hath not been nor is he potocssed of any piece or parcel of Rent free 
Bermutter ground situate at Kisscnaghur m the perguimah of Jahana 
bad m the ZiUah of Burdwan of any desenpbon whatever which was 
purchased by the defendant with his own funds or jomtiy with any 
person or persons whomsoever Siuth that if the said defendant Ram 
mohun Roy bad purchased such Ground he ihm deponent would cer 
tainly have known ctf it as he this deponent is m his service and is 
well acquamted with bis afiairs and bvos at his house at Rogonautporc 
To the Twenty first Interrogatory this deixment saith that he u 
acquainted with the character and manner of handwriting of Juggo- 
raohun Roy who m his Lfetimc was the father of the Complamant m 
the title of these interrogatories named Saith that he thi* deponent was 
in the service of the said Juggomohun Roy and often saw him wntff 
and thereby knows his hand writing This deponent looking at the 
several paper wntmgs now produced and shown to him at this the time 
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of his examination marked respectively with the letters F G and H said 
the signatures that appear m the said paper writings or exhibits marked 
G H saith that the whole of the paper writing marked F together 
with the address on the back thereof is of the proper handwriting of 
Juggomohun Rc^' Saith that the whole of the body of the paper writing 
marked G is of the proper handwriting of the said Juggomohun Roy 
as IS also the name Srec Juggomohun Roy set and subscribed thereto as 
the party executing the same Saith that the name Sree Juggunaut 
Mozumder set and subscribed on the back of the said paper writing 
marked G as an attesting witness to the execution thereof* is of the 
proper handwriting of the said Juggonaut Mozumdar and that 
the name Sree Jussodanundun Ghose also set and subscribed on the 
back of the said paper \vriting marked G is of the proper hand writing 
of him this deponent Saith that the body of the paper writing marked H 
is in the proper hand writing of one Goculchunder Bose as is likewise 
his name set and subscribed thereto as an attesting witness to the execu- 
tion thereof Saith that the name Sree Juggomohun Roy set and subs- 
cribed to the said paper writing as the party executing the same is of 
the proper hand writing of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that he this 
deponent doth not know m whoso hand writing the name Kenoram 
Doss set and subscribed as a witness attesting the executidn of the 
said paper writing 

To the Twenty third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath 
already answered this interrogatory m his examination to the twenty 
first interrogatory 

To the Last Interrogatory this Deponent saith that he doth not 
know any other matter or thing that can tend to the benefit or advantage 
of the defendant in the title of these interrogatories named 

Examiner } (SajariC-ltirt^ 


117. Affidavit of Govlndpersaud Roy re; serving of a subpoena on witnesses. * 
(Sworn 11 June, 1810) 

Govindpersaud Roy of Nangoxeparrah in the Zillah Hooghly in 
the Province of Bengal the Complainant abovenamed maketh Oath and 
saith that he this Deponent thro his Attorney Mr. William Smith caused 
a Subpoena to be issued under the seal of this Honorable Court on 
the First day of October last past directed to Puttitpaban Chuckerbutty, 
Ramdololl Ghose, Ramtonoo Roy, Bipperpersaud Roy, Tarreney Daby, 
25 
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Heeraram Qiatterjee SobacHundpr Roy Rammohun Mitlcr ana Ram 
dhone D«ree And thia Deponent further saith that ho hath not been 
able td procure the attendance of any of the said Witnesses for the 
Exominabon before the Examiner of this Honorable Court although he 
hath used afl due diligence for that purpose And this Deponent further 
saith that Huraram Chutlopadinh Bipperpersaud Roy Sobachunder 
Roy and Tarreney Daby are material Witnesses for him this Deponent 
m the above cause and without whose Evidence he caimot safely pro- 
ceed to a heannif m this suit and that the said Heraram Chuttopadiah 
Bipjwpertaud Roy Sobachunder Roy and Tarreney Daby are well 
acquainted with the family affairs and transactions of him this De 
ponent the said Defendant and the father and Grand father of him 
this Deponent and that the subject matter of dispute in this cause re 
lated to ancestonai property claimed by this Deponent from the said 
Defendant And this Deponent further saith that he hopes and ex 
pects to procure the attendance and exanunabon of the said last men 
boned Witnesses withiri one month from the date hereof and that this 
applicabon is not made for the purpose of unnecessary delay And 
this Deponent lastly saith that through fear of bemg airested for debt 
ha hath not before the present tune been able to attend to swear to an 
affidavit in this cause in order to ground an applicabon for further time 
to pass publicahon 


Sworn this [Ith day of 1 
June 1819 before me J 




(Sd) A, Buffer S Aviet 

Inb 

{A true copy) 

D Hemmg 
Regr 


* lit AOkUvIts of Govlndpirsiutf Roy, Rsrodhofls Hooksrits ind Hotook 
Sirdar re i lirvlng of aubponai on vltimits (Sworn 10 July ItIO) 

Govmdpersaud Roy of Nangoreparah m the 7illflK of Hooghly m 
tho Provmce of Bengal the Complainant sbovenamed Ramdhoiie 
Mookeqec of Burrow Bazar m the Town of Calcutta Sircar and Motook 
a servant in the service of the said Complainant make oath and 
say and fust the Deponent Govindpersaud Roy for himself saith that 
on the Twelfth day of June last past he thi« Deponent throujffi bis 
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attdrney Mr William Smith caused a Subpoena to be issued out of and 
under the Seal of this Hoborable Court directed to Nubkissore Roy, 
Radakistno Bonnerjee, Ramchunder Bonnerjee, Kistnanund Bonnerjee, 
Rogobeer Digree, Oboychurn Dutt, Rampersaud Kubrez, Groopersaud 
Pundit, Kissenpersaud Pundit, Ramduloll Ghose, Puttitpabon Chucker- 
butty, Ramdhone Digree, Nemye Roy, Muddenmohun Bose, Rada-^ 
mohun Odecary, Ramlochun Roy Chowdry and Hurgovind Odecary to 
give Evidence before the Ebcammer of this Honorable Court upon Inter- 
rogatories filed in the cause on the part of this Deponent but that 
he hath not been able to procure the attendance in Calcutta of more 
than 5 out of the said 17 persons m the said Subpoena named and this 
Deponent further saith that he hath not been able to procure the atten- 
dance of Heeraram Chuttopadeah, Bepperpersaud Roy, Sobachunder 
Roj, Tarreney Daby and also Nubkissore Roy, Nemye Roy, Ramdhone 
Digree, Rogobeer Digree and Puttitpaubon Chukerbutty, who are 
matenal Witnesses for him this Deponent and well acquainted with the 
family affairs and concerns of him this Deponent and the Defendant in 
this cause mentioned and that he this Deponent cannot safely proceed 
to a hearing therein without the testimony of the said Heeraram Chutto- 
padiah, Bepperpersaud Roy, Sobachunder Roy, Tarreney Daby, 
Nubkisore Roy, Nemye Roy, Ramdhone Digree, Roigobeer Digree and 
Puttitpaubon Chuckerbutty And the Deponent Ramdhone Mookerjee 
for himself saith that on the Nineteenth day of June last past he this 
Deponent at the desire of the said Complainant left Calcutta accom- 
panied by the other deponent Motook Sirdar for the purpose of serv- 
ing Subpoenas upon the several persons named m the annexed Sub- 
poena marked A and that he this Deponent proceeded in the first in- 
stance to a place called Kissenagore about Two days Journey from 
Calcutta where he was informed by the other Deponent Motciok Sirdar 
that several of the Witnesses resided but on his eimval at the said last 
mentioned place he wzis informed that several of the Witnesses had 
absconded to avoid being served with Subpcjenas and that he was only 
able td serve a Subpoena upon one Obhoychum Dutt And this Depo» 
nent further saith that on the 26th day of the said month of June last 
past he this Deponent left Kissenagore for a place called Khotal- 
parrah for the purpose of serving a Subpoena upon Ramdhcine Degree 
in the said Subpoena named and that after going to his Silk Factory 
and making diligent search and inquiry for him the said Ramdhone 
Degree he the said Ramdhone Degree was nolt to be found that on the 
following day he this Deponent left Khotalparrah folr a place called 
Joyparrah Kissenagore where he found the said Ramdhone Degree and 
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Rogobcer Degree also named m the said Subpoena wbom he served 
and wbo upon tbis deponents serving tbcm witb a copy of the said 
Subpoena took hold of him this Deponent and the said other Deponent 
Molook Sirdar and beat them m a violent manner with the stick of a 
Kitisal and at the same time the said Rolgobeer Degree ordered a 
person then present to take from him this Deponent the said Ongmal 
Subpoena hereunto annexed and to tear the came which he accordingly 
did and this Deponent further saith that on the Twenty eighth day of 
the said month ctf June last he left the said last menboned place for 
Nangorepafhh where he remamed four days makmg diligent search 
and enquiry for the persons named m the said Subpoena dunng which 
bme ho this Deponent served copies of the said Subpoena upon the 
following persona vix Giocpersaud Pundit Radakistno Bonnerjee 
Kissenpertaud Pundit and Ramchundcr Bonnence and this Deponent 
further saith that he left the said last menboned place for Calcutta 
accompanied by the said last menboned Witnesses and the before 
menboned Obhoychum Dutt and tKat on the 6th day of July Instant 
he amved at Calcutta with them and the Depement Molook Sirdar for 
himself saith that cm the 5th or 6th day of Aussar Instant he this Depo 
nent accompanied the said other deponent Rarndhone Mooker^ee to 
Joyparrah Kissenagore Khataulparrah and Floyna for the purpose of 
pomtmg out the persons mtended to be subpoenaed on the part of tho 
Complainant m the above Cause and tbat he accordingly pombng out 
Groopetsaud Pundit Radakistno Bonneriee Kissenpersaud Pundib 
Ramchunder Bonnerjee Obhoychum Dutt Rarndhone Degree and 
Rogefceer Degree to the said other Deponent Rarndhone Mcxikeijec 
and thi* Deponent further saith that when the said Rarndhone Degree 
and Rogobcer Degree were served with the said Subpoenas by the 
said other Deponent Rarndhone Mookerj^ they the said Ramdhoce 
E)egree and Rogobeer Degree took bold of this Deponent and die said 
other Deponent Rarndhone MoOkerjee and beat them m a violent 
manner with the sbek of a Kibsal and at the same bme the said RogO' 
\)eer Degree ordered hu nephew who was then present and whom this 
Deponent knows tq tear the said Subpoena which he did accordmgly 
and threw it upon the ground and which was afterwards picked up by 
this Deponent and this Deponent further saith that several of the persons 
intended to be subpoenaed could not be found altho dibgent enquiry 
was made after them for that purpose And tbn Deponent Govind 
persaud Roy for himself lastly saith that appheabon to enlarge 
puhlicabdn is not made for the p u rpose of unnecessary delay and that 
he hopes and expects within two months from the date hereof with the 



SELECTIONS FROM OmClAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


197 


assistance of tins Honorable Court to compel the attendance of such 
of the Witnesses as he this Deponent has before stated to be material 
and necessary for time m this cause 

Sworn this 10th day of \ (Sd) 

July 1819 before me J (Sd) 

(Sd) E H East his 

Motook X Sirdar 

A Macticr mark 

Rg Clerk. Read 10 July 1819, 

G Aviet 
Intr 

119. Cross Intorrogalorlos on tlio part and bohalf of Rammohun Roy, (Filed 
9 August, 1819) 

Cress Interrogatories to be administered to 
the undermentioned Witnesses if they shall 
be produced Sworn and Examined on the 
part and behalf of the Complainant in a cer- 
tain Cause now pending and at issue in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal wherein Govmdpersaud Rqy the 
son Heir and legal Representative of Juggo- 
mohun Roy deceased is Complainant and 
Rammohun Roy is Defendant 

ON THE PART AND BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT 

First Interrogatory What is your age and have you been long and 
how long acquainted with the several persons in the Title of these Inter- 
rogatories named ? Are you related in any and what degree to any or 
to either and to which of them ? What is your profession or means of 
living or subsistance ^ Where do you now live or reside and where is 
your family house and where have you dwelt and resided since the 
month of Augran in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
three ? 

Second Interrogatory If you shall have said m your Exarmnation- 
in-Chief that you have been or are acquainted with the Concerns deal- 
ings transactions or property of any or of either of the parties in the 
Title of these Interrogatories named or of the Father or Brothers of the 
Defendant abovenamed Explain and declare partcularly how and m 
what manner and by what means you became acquainted with the con- 
cerns dealings transactions or property of them or pf any or of either 
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and of which of them? If you shall have said m your Examination in 
Chief that the Defendant obovenaroed hig Father and Brothers lived 
together as an undivided Hindoo family or united their respective gams 
eammgs or acquirements or Contributed to a common stock or fund 
set forth and Elrplam fully and particularly the means of your knowledge 
horem and during what period or periods of time and where and m 
what manner the said Defendant and his Father and Brothers hved 
together and when how and in what mstance they umted then gams 
earnings or acquirements or contributed to such common stock or fund 
and particillarly specify and menhon what sum or sums was or were 
contributed by any or by either and by which of the said parties by 
name to the other and to which of die said parties by name and where 
and m whose presence such sum or sums was or were paid or contnbut 
ed? and also declare and Elxplam whether the whole or any and what 
part or portion of the gams earnings and acquirements of the said par 
ties vrtu or were contributed to such common stock or fund and to what 
amount by each party respectively and who had the management and 
possession of such common stock or fund during the life time of the 
Father of the defendant ebovenamed? If you shall have said that Juggo- 
mohun Roy the Father of the Complainant abovenamed continued until 
the time of his death to be a member of the same undivided family with 
the said defendant and that the said Juggomohun Roy contnbuted to* 
gether with the same Defendant to a joint stock or fund declare and £x 
plain when and on what occasions and what sum or sums of money the 
said Juggomohun Roy Hurl the said Defendant respectively contnbuted 
to such jomt stock or fund and what person or persons by name received 
the same and whether any and what accounts or account was or were 
kept by any person or persons and who or whom by luune of the sum 
Or sums so contnbuted by the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Defen 
dant and if you know Declare m whose possession such account or ac 
counts now is or are? and the reasons and means of your knowledge 
touching the matters anH things hereinbefore enquired after fully and 
PfLTticularly cxplam and declare 

Third Interrogatory Do you not know that Ramcaunt Roy the 
Father of the Defendant m the Title of these Interrogatones named exe- 
cuted a deed of partition whereby he allotted and divided among h*8 
sons and who by name some and what part or portion of the Landed 
property which the said Ramcaunt Roy possessed before the fame of 
such partition? If yea did any and what change or changes take place 
m the famSy of the said Ramcaimt Roy aher or ip consequence of 
such partition? Where did Ramcaunt Roy dwell and reside from and 
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nflcr sucli partition and until the time of his death and when did such 
partition take place and when and where did Ramcaunt Roy die ? 
Where did the Defendant dwell and reside at and immedi'ately after 
such partition and during the life time of the said Ramcaunt Roy? 
Was the Defendant employed m any and m what manner otr by any 
person or persons or in any office or offices after such partition and 
^\llcn and ^^llcrc and how and by whom and for what period or periods 
of time respectively was the said Defendant so employed during the 
life time of his said Father Ramcaunt Roy? Had the Defendant any 
and ^^hat means of earning or acquiring money after the suih said parti- 
tion and during the life lime of his Father? If j'ea what to your know- 
ledge did he do ith the money which he so earned or acquired ? Where 
did Juggomohun Roy dwell and reside after the partition hereinbefore 
enquired after and during the life time of his Father Ramcaunt Roy? 
Was the said Juggomohun Roy employed in any and m what manner or 
did he enter into any and \vhat dealings or business m any and m what 
p’acc or ^Mth any and what person Or persons bj name^ Did the said 
juggomohun Roy earn gam or acquire any money by any and what 
means after such partition and during his Fathers life time and if yea 
how did the said juggomohun Roj' apply or appropriate his gains or 
earnings ?What Landed property was allotted or divided by the said 
Ramcaunt Roy in and by such Deed of Partition and what parts thereof 
were allotted to his sons respectively ^ Who after such partition receiv- 
ed the rents and profits of the Land which was allotted to the said 
juggomohun Roy and to the Defendant respectively^ Who after such 
partition managed the land which was allotted to the said juggomohun 
Roy and who paid the Government Revenue thereof? What has be- 
ccime of the Landed property which was allotted by such partition to 
the said juggomohun Roy and who is now m the possession thereof ? 
Was any and what Landed property retained by the said Ramcaunt Roy 
at the time of such partition and who received the rents and profits 
thereof and paid the Government Revenue of the same after the period 
of such parhtion? Who at this the time of your Examination is or 
are in the possession of the Landed property which was so retained ^y 
the said Ramcaunt Roy at the period of such partition and who now 
receives the Rents and profits thereof? When and where did the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy respectively die and where 
was the said Defendant at the periods when they respectively died? 
Who took possession of the Elstate or property documents Books and 
accounts whereof the said Ramcaunt Roy and juggomohun Roy respec- 
tively died possessed and who is or are nOw in possession thereof reS- 
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pcctivciy? Did the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Kcfy or cither 
and which of them die p>ossestcd of any Landed property if yea eet forth 
and descnbe the same fully and particularly 

Fourth Interrogatory IP you shall have said in your Exammation 
in-Quef that Ramcaunt Roy and hia sons after the partition m the next 
preceding Interrogatory named reumted and lived together as an Hindoo 
fanuly and became agam and were joint and undivided in food or 
property declare and Elxplain fully and particularly when how and m 
what manner the said Ramcaunt Roy or any or cither and which of his 
sons by narie reunited and lived together and which let or induced 
the parties to reimite or live together? And also explain and declare 
whether the Deed of partition m the next preceding Interrogatory men- 
tioned was cancelled or destroyed or whether any and what means were 
adopted by the said Ramcaunt Roy or by any or by either and by 
which of hit sons to declare or show or testify that they had become 
reumted m Interests? How soon after the said partition did the said 
parties and which of them reunite their Interests and m what month 
and year did such reunion take place? Where did the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and his sons respectively reside immediately before such reunion? 
and did any and what change take place m the residence of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy or of any or of either and of which of his sons at or 
about the tune of such reunion and when particularly ? If yea des- 
cribe the same fully and particularly? Where did the Defendant in 
the Title of these interrogatones named reside m the mctiths which 
imme diately preceded and followed the said reunion of mterests? and 
where did he dwell and reside m the Bengal years one thousand two 
hundred and four one thousand two hundred and hve and cne thou 
sand two hundred and six and where did he reside m the Bengal years 
one thousand two hundred and mne one thousand two hundred and 
ten. and one thousand two hundred anH eleven respectively where did 
Ramcaunt Roy reside between the Bengal years one thousand two 
hundred and three and one thousand two hundred and ten? In what 
house and did the said Ramcaunt Roy depart this life ? Did the 
sCid Ramcaunt R(^ after such partition as aforesaid at any time or 
tunes and when and m what years and for what period or penoS* 
of time respectively dwell and reside at Burdwan and If yea did any 
and what member or members of the family dwell or reside with the 
•aid Ramcaunt Roy at Burdwan and fbr what penod of time and 
where did the said Juggomohun Roy and the said Defendant respect 
tvely dwell and reside when the said Ramcaunt Roy dwelt and resided 
at Burdwan? Do you know who performed the Shraud of th« said 
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Ramcaunt Roy after his death? If yea who by name perfoirmed the same 
and was not the same performed separately by his surviving sons? If 
not, when and where and by whom and m whose presence was the 
Sheraud jointly performed? Did you see the said Defendant at any 
time or times and when and on what occasion or occasions at the 
family house at Nangoorpara during the Bengal year one thousand two 
hundred and four, one thousand two hundred and five, one thou- 
sand two hundred and six, one thousand two hundred and seven, one 
thousand two hundred and eight, one thooisand two hundred and nine 
and one thousand t^vo hundred and ten? If yea specify parti- 
cularly when and how often you saw the said Defendant during the 
last mentioned years and who was or were present on any occasion 
when you so saw the said Defendant at the family house during the last 
mentioned years and did the Defendant on all or any of the occasions 
last enquired after continue for any and for what period or periods of 
time at the said family house? 

Fifth Interrogatory Did you not farm certain Land situate at Kavil- 
pore &.C and called Yuma Land and which had been purchased by 
Juggomohun Roy subsequent to the partition m the third Interrogatory 
mentioned? If yea, how long did you farm the same and when parti- 
cularly did you begin to farm the same ? Did you not farm the same 
from the said Juggomohun Roy and pay the rent thereof to him or to 
some and to- what person or persons on his account ? If not, who by 
name received the rent thereof and granted you receipts for the same ? 
are such receipts now m your custody or possession? or what is be- 
come of such receipts? 

Sixth Interrogatory Was not Juggomohun Roy confined for three 
years or for some other and for what period of time in the Gaol or 
Prison of Midnapore on account of a debt which he was unable to 
satisfy and what was the nature and amount of such debt? Was not 
the Defendant in nch and opulent circumstances during the period 
while the said Juggomohun Roy continued in such confinement ? When 
was the said Juggomohun Roy released from such confinement eind how 
and by what means did he obtain his release? Was not the said* 
Juggomohun Roy greatly embarrassed in his pecuniary circumstances 
before and after he was released from such confinement and until the 
penod of his death? 

Seventh Interrogatory Were you not employed by Teirreney Daby 
the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and at his request to Mortgage 
certain and what Jewels belonging to the said Juggomohun Roy in order 
to relieve the pecuniary distress of the said Juggomohun Roy and did 

26 
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you not Mortgage the same and borrow tome sum or sums of money 
from some and what person or persons by name and dehver the sum 
Qi lume to borrowed to the said Juggomohun Roy and when particu 
larly did the transaction herein enquired after happen or take place? 

Eighth Interrogatory Do you not know a house at Rogonathpore 
which la now occupied by the family of the said Defendant R anun ohun 
Roy? If yea was not the said house built four or five years after the 
death of his brother Juggomohun Roy and when parbcularly was the 
same biult and by whom? When was the Garden adjomed to the said 
house forced or laid out and at whoso expence ? and is any and what 
Revenue paid to the Government for the Ground on which the said 
House IS binit and for the Ground which constitutes the said Garden 
or IS the said Ground of the said House and Garden Rent free? Did 
not the said Juggomohun Roy purchase a piece or parcel of Ground 
adjoining to the said house and Garden which is rent free ai^d now 
laymg vfasto and is not the last mentioned Ground which was so pur 
chased by the said Juggomohun Roy distinct and separate from the 
Ground on which the said House herembcfore enquired after is built 
and which forms the said Garden? 

Last Interrogatory When were you first applied to on the subject 
of grvmg evidence m this Cause and what person or persons by name 
applied to you to give evidence for the Complainant ? What sum have, 
you received or been promised to induce you to attend the Exammer 
of this Honorable Court and give your evidence for the Complainant? 
When did you come to Calcutta and when and where were 3 n>u served 
with a subpoena to give evidence for the Complainant ? Was any apph 
cation or communication made to you by or on the behalf of the Com- 
plamanl touching your E^xatninabon before you received such sub- 
poena? Have you at any tone and when attended at the office of 
the Solicitor of the Complamant m this nut? If yea how often did 
j^3u so attend and did you communicate to the said Sobcitor or toi any 
person at his office the nature of the Testimony that you mtended to 
give for the said Complainant? Have you at any tone and when com* 
tUuimcated to the said Complamant or to any other person or persons 
on hij behalf and to who or whom hy name the parbculars or sub- 
stance of the matters to which you have deposed m your Examination 
in-Quef? If yea when did you communicate the same and if not 
declare if you know how the Complainant became informed that you 
were enabled U? give evidence on his behalf? 

J Turner 
Dcfdts Atty 


(Sd) H Compton 
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Radakistno Bonnerjee was produced and duly sworn to these Cross 
Interrogatories 31st day of August 1819 Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 
V. A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

Ramchunder Bonnerjee was produced and duly sworn to these 
Cross Interrogatories this 31st day of August 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E C Maci^ghten 

V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

Obychum Dutt was produced and duly sworn to these Cross 
Interrogatories this 31st day of August 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 

V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

Kissenpersaud Pundit was produced and duly sWom to these Cross 
Interrogatones this 31st day of August 1819 

Before me 

(Sd) E C Macnaghten 

V A Chater 
Swn Intr to the Oath 

120. Petition of Govindpersaud Roy to be allowed to sue in forma pauperis. 
With Affidavit and Court’s Order. (24 August, 1819). 

To the Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice 
and his companions Justices of the said Court 

The Humble Petition of Govind- 
persaud Roy the Complainant 
abcrvenamed 


Sheweth 

That your Petitioner hath filed his Bill of Complaint in this Honor- 
able Court against the above named Defendant who hath appeared 
thereto and Filed his answer That Interrogatones on behalf of both 
pcirties have been filed 
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That your Pebhonera circumstance* are so rtfduced ttat he cannot 
carry cn the proceetIjngB of the «ud suit against the said Ranimohun 
Roy unless your Pebhoner obtains leave of this Honorable Court to 
prosecute the said siut m forma paupens through hi* present Attorney 
Mr Wm &iuth 

Your Pctiticner therefore Humbly Prays that your Lordship* wiD be 
pleased to order that your Petitioner be allowed the benefit of suing 
in forma paupens 

(Sd) Ttl 


^ (A true Copy) 

(Sd) D Hemmg 
Regr 

I do hereby consent to carry on the above Cause m forma paupens 
on behalf of the Complainant if it shall p'eate your Lordships to order 
the ytm** 

Williem Smith 
Complainants attorney 

(A true Copy) 

D Hemnag 
Regr 

Tlie attorney for pauper* humbly reports to your Lordship that he 
conceives the pedticner to be pauper and to have a good cotnplamt 
against the Defendant 

(Sd^ C G Strcttcll 
13 September 1819 

The attorney for paupers further begs leave to report to your Lord 
ship that Mr Smith the attorney fotr the Complainant and within named 
has refused to act for him any looger 

(Sd ) C G Strettefl 

f (A true Copy) 

(Sd ) D Hemmg 
Regr 
Affidavit 

Go%midpcrtaud Roy of Nangorepairah m the Zfliah of Hooghly 
m the Pro^nnee of Bengal Bratnm maketh Oath and saith that ho this 
Deponent is not after payment of all his ju»t Debt* worth the sum of 
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one hundred Arcot Rupees in the world save and except the wearing 
apparel and bedding of him this Deponent and this Deponent further 
saith that noi person or persons hath ct have m trust for him any sum 
or sums of money or other property whatever save and except the 
matter m dispute m this cause. 

Sworn this 24th day of ') 

August 1819 before me t (Sd.) 

(Sd ) A Buller ) 


(A true copy} 

(Sd ) D Heming 
Regr 


Upon reading the foregoing Petitioner and the abolve Affidavit 
having been duly sworn before me I do order that Govmdpersaud Roy 
the Complainant abovenamed be admitted to prosecute the above suit 
in forma pauperis Dated this twenty fourth day of August one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen. 

(Sd ) E. H. East 


(A true copy} 

(Sd ) D Heming 
Regr 

Order 


George the Third by the Grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Bntcun and Ireland King 
Defender of the faith eind soi forth 

Vacation after third Term 1819 


Govmdpersaud Roy 
against 

R'ammohun Roy 


Upon reading a Petition of the Com- 
plainant in this cause the consent of 
Mr Wilharo Smith attorney for the sa^d 
Complainant thereunder Written and an affidavit of the said Complainant 
Govmdpersaud Rc<y sworn the twenty fourth day of August last emd the 
Reports of Mr Cheirles George Strettell attorney for the Defendemts 
therein -written filed this day It is ordered that the said Complainant 
Govmdpersaud Roy be and he is hereby admitted to carry on this smt 
m forma Pauperis by Mr William Smith upon the application of Mr 
William Smith attorney for the said Complainant 
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That your Petitioners circumatances are so reduced that he cannot 
carry on the proceedings of the said suit against the said Rammohun 
Roy unless your Petitioner obtains leave of this Honorable Court to 
prosecute the said suit m forma pauperis through his present Attorney 
Mr Wm Smith 

Your Pebboner therefore Humbly Prays that your Lordships will be 
pleased to order that your Pebboner be allowed the benefit of smug 
m forma paupens 

(Sd) 


^ (A true Copy) 

(Sd) D Heming 
Regr 

I do hereby consent to carry on the above Cause m forma paupens 
on behalf of the Complainant if it shall please your Lordships to order 
the same 

WiDiam Smith 

Complamants attorney 

(A true Copy) 

D Hemmg 
Regr 

The attorney for paupers humbly reports to your Lordship that he 
conceives the pebboner to be pauper and to have a good complaint 
against the Defendant 

(Sd^a G Strettell 
13 September 1819 

TTie attorney for paupers further begs leave to report to your Lord 
ship that Mr S m ith the attorney fo¥ the Complamant and withm named 
has refused to act for him any longer 

(Sd ) C G Strettell 

* (A true Copy) 

(Sd ) D Hemmg 
Regr 
Affidavit 

Go^ndpersaud Roy of Nangoreparrah m the Zillah of Hooghly 
m the Protvince of Bengal Brnrmn maketh Oath and saith that ho this 
eponent is not after payment of all his just Debts worth the sum of 
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one hundred Arcot Rupees in the world save and except the weanng 
apparel and bedding of him this Deponent and this Deponent further 
saith that no' person or persons hath ct have m trust for him any sum 
or sums of money or other property whatever save and except the 
matter in dispute in this cause. 

Sworn this 24th day of ^ 

August 1819 before me [• (Sd.) 

(Sd ) A Buller ) 

(A true copy) ^ 

(Sd ) D Hemmg 
Regr 

Upon reading the foregoing Petitioner and the abolve Affidavit 
having been duly sworn before me I do order that Govindpersaud Roy 
the Complainant abovenamed be admitted to prosecute the above suit 
in forma pauperis Dated this twenty fourth day of August one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen 

(Sd ) E. H. East 

(A true copy) 

(Sd ) D Hemmg 
Regr 

Order 

George the Third by the Grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Bnteiin £ind Ireland King 
Defender of the faith and soi forth 

Vacation after third Term 1819 

Upon reading a Petition of the Com- 
plainant in this cause the consent of 
Mr William Smith attorney for the sa^d 
Complainant thereunder Written and an affidavit of the said Complainant 
Govindpersaud Rdy sworn the twenty fourth day of August last and the 
Reports of Mr Charles George Strettell attorney for the Defendants 
therein written filed this day It is ordered that the said Complainant 
Govindpersaud Roy be and he is hereby admitted to carry on this suit 
in forma Pauperis by Mr William Smith upon the application of Mr 
William Smith attorney for the said Complainant 


Govindpersaud Roy 
ag3anst 

Rammohun Roy 
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WITNESS Sir Edward Hyde Ea*t Kmght Chief Justice at Fort 
WiHiam aforesaid the fourteenth day of September m the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen 

Smith Atty \ 

In forma Paup J (Sd ) D Hemmg 


(A true Copy) 

(Sd ) D Hemmg 

Regr 

c 

111 Depoiltion of Radhaktitno BonnfirjM a wItnMt produMd on Uta part 
of Qovlndpertaud Roy (Examined 31 August, in9) 

Deposition of a witness taken m the above Cause by the Eacammer 

of tLiy Court Radhakistno Bonnerjee of Kiddcrpore m the Dia- 

tnct of twenty four Pergunnaha Bhattacharjee aged thirty five years or 
thereabouts being produced as a witness cn the part of the Co mpla i n 
ant m this Cause and a Note havmg been delivered to Mr John Turner 
Attorney for the Defendant m this Cause on the ninth day of July one 
thousand eight hundred and nmeteen of the name tide and place of abode 
of the said Radalostno Bonnerjee He the said Radalastno Bonnerjee 
was afterwards on the said ninth day of July one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen Sworn and on the thirty first day of August 
m the said year was Ejcamined on the Interrogatones filed by the said 
Complainant on the twenty seventh day of July one thou8^uld eight 
hundred and eighteen and Deposetfi as follow*——— 

Ttf the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties the Complamant and the defendant m the btle of these 
interrogatones named Saith that ho hath known the Complamant from 
his infancy and that he hath known the defendant from his this depo- 
nents infancy Saith that he did know m their respective lifetimes 
Ramcaunt Roy who was the father of the said defendant and the grand 
father of the Complainant and that he also knew Juggomohun Roy and 
f^unlochun Roy who were the son* of the said Ramcaunt Roy and which 
»aid Juggomohun Roy was the Father of the Complamant Saith that 
he knew the eaid Ramcaimt Roy Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy 
from his own infancy up to the time of their respective deaths Saith that 
the said Ramcaunt Roy died about fifteen years ago at Buxdwnn and 
which he this deponent heard of shortly after it happened at Langul 
parah and where the family of the said Ramcaunt Roy then resided 
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Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died about seven years 
Langulparah where he this deponent was at the time when t 
Saith that the said Ramlochun Roy died about nine years ago at 1 
parah to which place he was removed two days previous to hi£ 
from his house at Radanaghur Saith that he this deponent was s 
immediately after the death of the said Ramlochun Roy and s 
corpse at Langulparah 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he h 
the means of knowing or being acquainted nor was he acqi 
with the affairs and concerns of the said family either during the 1 
cf the said Ramcaimt Roy or since his death other than as stich i 
became notorious and known to everybody in the neighbourhoc 

To the Third Inter rogatQ>ry this deponent saith that the said 
caunt Roy and his said three sons Juggomohun Roy Ramlochu 
and Rammohun Roy did up toi within five years of the death of tl 
Ramcaunt Roy live together and form an undivided Hindoo 
Saith that about five years before the death of the said Ramcaui 
the said Ramlqichun Roy removed from the said house at Langu 
to the ancestonal house at Radanaghur when it became known 
family that the said Ramcaunt Roy had divided his property ar 
his sons and had given his own share in the said ancestonal Ho 
Radanaghur t<p his son Ramlochun Roy as a part of his portion or 
of the said Elstate Saith that he this deponent doth not know; wha 
the portions which were eJlotted to the said three sons respe( 
Saith that he this deponent was in the habit of going almost dc 
the said family house at Leuigulparah as an officiating Braman wl 
he acquired information of the circumstances of which he hath s; 
in his answei to this interrogatory 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent saith that after thi 
partition and division enquired of by the next preceding interrogate 
send Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy together with their fa 
and mother continued to live and reside at the house at Langulpar 
about two years ago when the said Rammohun Roy removed his i 
to a house which he had built at Roganauthpore where they now : 
Saith that from the time c\f the said division up to the present tiir 
feimiLy of the szud Ramlochun Roy hath lived and resided at the 
house at Radcinaghur Saith that at the time of his removing tc the 
house at Radanaghur the mother of the said Ramlochun Roy one < 
wives of the said Ramcaunt Roy acccmpanied him to the said 1 
where she hath continued to live ever since Saith from the date of th< 
partition the said Ramcaunt Roy sometimes lived at the said hou 
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Langulpainh and •oiaebme* at BurdwTui and tliat anotlier of hia wivea the 
mother of the wud Juggomohiin Roy and Rammohim Roy hath continu 
ed to hve and reside there ever since Saith that he this deponent doth 
not know an what terms the said Rammohun Roy and Juggomohun Roy 
lived after the said partibon and division of which he hath been speaking 
or whether they possessed and enjoyed their respective irortions under 
the said division or partition severally or jointly Saith that he never heard 
of any reunion between any of the said parties 

To the Eleventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certain Talook or Putteney Talook called Kissenagore situate 
m the Pergunnah of Jehanabad m the zillah of Burdwan and a certain 
other Talook or Putteney Talook called Becrlook situate m the same 
Pergunnah and Zillah and a certain other Talook or Putteney Talook 
called Langulpaiah situate m th© same Zillah but m what Pergu nnah 
he this deponent doth not know and a certain other Talook or Putteney 
Talocdc called Serampore in the Pergunnah of Booisut m the same 
Zillah Saith that he doth not know when these TsJooks were purchased 
nor doth he of his own, knowcMge know by whom or out of whose 
funds or morues they were purchased Saith that he hath heard at Langul 
parah that the Talooks of Kissenagore and Beerlook were purchased 
by Rajiblochun Roy Saith that he hath heard generally but cannot say 
particularly from whom that the said Talooks were purchased by the 
said Rajiblochun Roy and believes they were purchased out of hia 
own funds and morues he being a wealthy man Saith that he doth not 
know the respective value of the said Talooks m this interTogatory 
mentioned nor the annual profits thereof respectively to the Zemindar 
Or who hath received the profits if any of the said Talooks respcxiively 
Saith that one Juggemauth Mozumdar hath collected the rents 
profits of the Talooks of Kissenagore and Becrlook since the date of 
their purchase by Rajiblochun. Roy but on whose account he doth not 
know 

To the Twelfth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know what sums of money were laid out and expended during the 
hfhtune of the said Juggomohun Roy or at any other m making 
mto a garden, certain ground situated at Roganauthpore in the Pergunnah 
of Jehanabad and Zillah of Burdwan Saith that a house hath been 
erected thereon since the death of Juggomohun Roy by the defendant 
Rammohun Roy but at what expence he doth not know Saith that con 
siderable eipence was meurred in makmg the said garden but out of 
whoso fund the same was defrayed ho this deponent doth not know 
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To the Thirteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath 
heard generally but from whom m particular he doth not now recollect 
that about two or three years after the said Rajiblochun Roy had pur- 
chased the said Talooks of Kissenagore and Beerlook the defendant 
Rammohun Roy purchased the same from him the said Rajiblochun Roy 
but on whose account the said Rammohun Roy made such purchase or 
out of whose funds the purchase money was Piaid he this deponent 
did not hear Saith that he doth not know nor hath he heard of any 
other purchase of lands or house that were at any time or times made 
by the said Juggomohun Roy or the said defendant Rammohun Roy 
or any or either of them either on their joint or separate account Saith 
that he doth not know the extent or value of the said Talooks of Kissena- 
gore or Beerlook Saith that the said Talooks of Kissenagore and Beerlook 
are now m the possession of the defendant Rammohun Roy who has 
let the same to farm to Rajiblochun Roy 

To the Fourteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that during 
the lifetime of the said Juggomohun Roy the defendant Rammohun Roy 
was seldom at Langulparah but mostly absent from his country and 
living ad residing in different parts of Hindoostan Saith that his family 
lived and resided m the same house with the said Juggomohun Roy 
and family and in appearance formed an undivided Hindoo family 
with the family of the said Juggomohun Roy Saith that Tarreney Daby 
the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and of the said Rammohun 
Roy lived in the same house and partook of everything m common with 
the families of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy Saith 
that he doth not know whether one part m particular more than the 
other defrayed the expence of the living of the said Tarreney Daby 
Saith that during the lifetime of the said Juggomohun Roy and up to 
the time of the removal of the family of the said Rammohun Roy from 
the house at Langulparah to the house at Roganauthpore the religious 
ceremonies performed at the house at Langulparah were joint and not 
separate and that the expences thereof were defrayed by the Naib for 
the time being who appemed to be the common servant of the family 
and not of emy particular branch thereof but out of what fund or funds? 
he defrayed such expences he this deponent doth not know 

To the Fifteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Complainant was about the age of thirteen years at the time of the death 
of the said Juggomohun Roy which he this deponent knows from having 
known him from his birth Saith that at the time of the death of the 
said Juggomohun Roy the servants of the family continued to possess 
and manage the estate in the same manner they had done during his 
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bfetimo Saith that he doth not know what waa the value of the Eatate 
either real or peraonal of the said Juggomohun Roy at the tune of his 
death 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Complainant and the family of the defendant did after the death of the 
said Juggomohun Roy hve together and appear to form an undivided 
HmdoQ family till about two years ago when the defendant removed 
his family from the house at Langulparah to the house erected by him 
at Roganauthpore Saith that he this deponent heard at the time that 
the said Rammohun Roy was about to remgve his family to Roganauth 
pore that^his reason for removmg was because he had given his share 
of the Langulparah house to his nephew Gooroodoss Mookerjee 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that during the life 
time of the said Juggomohun Roy a market was established at Kissena 
gore but at whose ezpence he this deponent doth not know nor doth he 
know any other matter or thmg which may tend to the benefit or 
advantage of the Complainant m this Cause 

J A Simpson 1 

Ewmr J (Sd) 

1U Oroti Ospciitien of Rsdaklstno Bonntriss (Examjnsd i Bsptsrabsri 

1619 ) 

Deposition of a ’^tness taken m the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court — Radakistno Bonnei^ee of Kiddeipore m the distnct of 
twenty four Pergunnas Bhattachaijee aged thirty five years or there- 
abouts being produced as a witness on the part of the Complainant 
m this Cause and « Note having been dchvered to Mr Wifliam Smith 
Attorney for the said Complainant m thiy cause on the thirty first day 
of August one thousand eight hundred and mneteen the name title 
and place of abode of the said Radakistno Bonnerjee He the said Rada 
lostno Bonnerjee was afterwards on the said thirty first day of August 
one thousand eight hundred and nmeteen sworn and on the first day of 
Deptember m the said year was Examined on the Gross Intenogatones 
filed by the Defendant on the ninth day of August one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen and Deposeth as follows — 

To the First Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that ho is 
about thirty six or thirty seven years of age Saith that he hath known 
the said Complamant from his the said Complainants infancy and that 
he bath known the said defendant from his this deponents childhood 
Saith that he is not in any manner related to them or either of them 
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Saith that he is a Bramm and subsists from the donations which he 
receives from his disciples and the produce of some Bermutter land 
Saith that he lives and resides at Kissenagore m the Zillah of Hooghly 
where he hath lived and resided from his birth and that his family hath 
also lived and resided at the same place Saith that he hath dwelt and 
resided at Kissenagore from the month of Augrun in the Bengeil year 
one thousand two hundred and three as he had done before that period 
To the Second Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that he was 
not acquainted with the concerns dealings transactions or property of 
any or either of the parties in the title of these interrogatories named or 
of the father or brothers of the defendant Saith that the ^defendant 
above named and his father and brothers apparently lived together as 
an undivided Hindoo family according to the best of the observation 
of him this deponent until the removal of Ramlochun Roy fropa LanguL 
parah to Radanaghur about twenty years ago and that the said Ram- 
caunt Roy and his sons Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy con- 
tinued to live m the house at Langulparah until the time of the death 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy lived and 
resided during the above period sometimes at the said house at Langul- 
parah and sometimes in a house at Burdwan but that one of his wives 
the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy always 
lived and resided at the said house at Langulparah Saith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy together with his family continued to live and reside 
at the said house at Langulparah up to the time of his death about 
seven years ago and that his family still continue to live and reside 
there Saith that the family of the said Rammohun Roy continued to 
live and reside in the said house at Langulparah up to about two years 
when they were removed by the said Rammohun to his house 'at 
Roganauthpore Saith that during the period when the send family of the 
said Rammohun Roy lived and resided at Langulparah the said Ram- 
mohun Roy occasionally lived and resided there himself but was more 
generally absent Saith that he this deponent knows nothing about their 
gains or earnings or whether the same was CEirried to a common stock 
or not or in what manner the same was disposed of Saith that his mean§ 
of knowledge are from being in the al'most daily habit of seeing the 
family from his infancy Saith that he this deponent doth not know 
who had the possession or management of any common stock or fund 
or of any fund of any kind during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt 
Rcy up to the time of his death or at any other time in the said family 
Saith that during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Ram- 
caunt Roy appeared to be at the head and take the lead of the family 
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To the Third Ctoab Interrogatory this deponent saith he doth not 
of hia o»vm knowledge know but heard it generally spoken of at the 
time when the said Rnmlochun Roy removed from Langulpamh that 
the said Ramcaunt Roy the father of the defendant in the btle of these 
mterrogatones named had allotted and divided his property among his 
sods the said Juggomohun Roy Ramlochun Roy and the defendant 
Rammohun, Roy and that some writing or other had been executed 
on the occasion but that he this deponent did not hear what was the 
extent of the property so divided or whether the said Ramcaunt Roy 
had divided the whole of hia property or who were the parties to the 
said wnting Saith that on such partition being made no change whatever 
took place m the family of the said Ramcaunt Roy at the said house at 
Langulparah save and except the removal of the said Ramlochun Roy 
together with his mother and famib^ to the said house at Radanaghur 
Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy continued to live and reside at the 
said house at Langulparah subsequent to the said partition or division 
m the eam,e manner that he had done prior to it Saith that he occasion 
ally went and lived and resided at Burdwan and that he was in the habit 
of doing so both pnor to and after the said parbbon and diYision Saith 
that the partition about which he this deponent hath been speaking 
took place about twenty years ago Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy 
died at Burdwan about fifteen years ago and that two of his wives were 
then living at Langulparah and the other at Radana^ur Saith that the 
said defendant was at Langulparah at the tune of the said partition but 
how long he personally cotobnued there he this deponent doth not 
recollect Saith that he hath heard that the said defendant hath been 
employed fromi tune to tune by dificrent persons and m various cficcs 
after such partition and division and that he was also so employed both 
pnor to the death of his father and before the said partition and division 
but that he this deponent doth not know by whom or when or where 
he was so employed Saith that he believes that the said defendant hath 
had means and opportunities of acquiring money after such partition and 
dunng the lifetime of his said father but to what extent he this depo 
nent cannot form any judgment nor doth he know what the said Ram 
mohun Roy did with any rum or sums of money which he may ro have 
earned Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy continued to hvc and reside 
at the raid house at Langulparah after the raid partition and division 
and durmg the lifctune of his father the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that 
he thir deponent doth not know whether the raid Juggomohun Roy war 
employed m any manner dr whether ho entered into any dealmgr or 
busmess m any place or with any persona or perron or not Saith that 
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after the date of the said partition the said Juggomohun Roy continued 
to look after the lands which his father heM in farm as he had done 
before that period but whether he made any gains or not he doth not 
know Saith that he this deponent doth not know what property 
was allotted or divided by the said Ramcaunt Roy or what part or 
parts were allotted ten his sons or son respectively or who after such 
partition received the rents and profits of the land which was allotted 
to the said Juggomohun Roy and the defendant respectively Saith 
that he this deponent doth not know who after such partition managed 
the lands which were allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy or who paid 
the Government Revenue thereof Saith that he defth not know the lands 
which were allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy under the said parti- 
tion but believes that whatever was so allotted to the said Juggomohun 
Roy under the said partition is now m the possession of the Com- 
plainant Saith that he this deponent doth not know whether the said 
Ramcaunt Roy did or did not retain and reserve to himself any landed 
property at the time of such partition or if he did who is now in posses- 
sion thereof and in the receipt of the rents and profits thereof Saith 
that the said Ramcaunt Roy died at Burdwan about fifteen years ago 
and the said Juggdmohun Roy died at Langulparah about seven years 
ago Saith that the said Rammohun Roy was at some foreign part from 
home at the time of their respective deaths Saith that he this deponent 
doth not know who took possession of the Estate and property docu- 
ments books and laccounts whereof the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggo- 
mohun Roy respectively may have died possessed of or who is or are 
now in possession thereof Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggo- 
mohun Roy died possessed of some landed property but of what the 
same consisted or where it was situated he this deponent doth not know 
To the Fourth Cross Interrogatory this depoment saith that he doth 
not know of any separation or division which took place between the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and his said sons save and except as he this depo- 
nent hath already deposed in his answer to the next preceding interrov- 
gatory nor doth he know of any formal reunion which took place 
among them at any penold whatever Saith that he was not present ai 
the execution of any deed of partition nor doth he know of any such 
deed being cancelled or destroyed Saith that Randochun Roy on the 
said partition land division removed from the said house at Langulparah 
to the house at Radanaghur as he this depotnent hath already deposed 
Saith that he doth not know where the defendant was personally 
residing in the Bengal years one thousand two hundred and four one 
thousand two hundred and fiye and one thousand two hundred and 
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•lx or m tie years one thgusand two iundred and nine one thousand 
two hundred and ten and one thousand two hundred and eleven but 
that his wives and family were living during all these penods at the 
house at Langulparah Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy lived and 
resided partly at Langulparah and partly at Burdwnn between the year* 
one thousand two hundred and three and one thousand two hundred 
and ten Saith that the said Ramcaunt Roy departed this hfe at a house 
he had at Burdwan which >vaa not a family house Saith that after such 
partition the said Ramcaunt Roy from time to tune went over to 
Burdwan and personally resided there Saith that on some of these 
occasions ^e was attended by Juggomohun Roy and on other o c ca si ons 
by Ramlochun Roy but that he was never attended by any of his wives 
and that they never resided with him there Saith that the said Ramcaunt 
Roy was on some of these occasions attended by the defendant Ram 
mohun Roy to Burdwan when the said Rammohun Roy happened not 
to be absent from home Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy and the 
defendant continued to dwell at the house at Langulparah at such times 
as the said Ramcaunt Roy was absent at the said house at Burdwan and 
they not attending on him Seuth that at the time of the death of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Rc^ was at Midnapore and Rammohun Roy 
at some Foreign place but where he this deponent doth not know and 
that Ramlochun Roy was the only son at home and that he performed 
the suhaud Saith that Juggomohun Roy also performed the terhaud at 
Midnapore as it became him to do he being the eldest son Saith that 
he doth not know of the serhaud ever having been jointly performed 
Saith that he doth not recollect whether he did or did not see the defen 
dant at the family house at Langulparah during the Bengally years one 
thousand two hundred and four one thousand twd hundred and five 
one thousand two hundred and six one thousand two hundred and 
seven cfne thousand two hundred and eight one thousand two hundred 
and nme or one thousand two hundred and ten 

To the sixth Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath 
heard that the said Juggomohun Roy was confined for some tunc but 
fpr what tatrui ho doth not know in the Gaol or prison of Midnapore 
on account gf debt but whether he was unable to satisfy the same or 
what was the amount and nature thereof he thi« deponent doth not 
know nor doth he know whether the said defendant was m nch and 
opulent cJTcumstances during the penod of the said Juggomohun Roys 
confinement Saith that he doth not know when the said Juggomohun 
Roy was released from such confinement or how he obtained his release 
Saith that after the said Juggomohun Roy was released from his con- 
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fincmcnl he nppenred to lhi<; deponent to be embarrassed m his pecu- 
niary circunKlancc;* but lliat lie did net appear to be so previous to his 
confinement 

1 o the Ciphth Ctos*^ Intcrropatorj thi«; deponent snith that he doth 
l.no\s n hoiKc at Rop.maulhporc which is no\v occupied by the family 
of tlie ^ald Rammohun i^ov Sailh that the said house was built four or 
fne \cars after the death of his brother Jupgomohun Roy and was about 
two >cnrs npo in a habitable condition Saith that the garden adjoining 
the raid house was fcimcd and laid out by the said Juggomohun Roy 
during his lifetime and that hr this deponent saw' the said Juggomohun 
Ro\ in constant attendance superintending the laying out of and form- 
ing the 'nine but at whose expence m particular the said garden was 
\ and laul out he tins deponent doth not know nor doth he know 
whether ,^uy revenue w paid to Government for the said ground on 
which the said hou'-c is built or for the ground which constitutes the 
said g.ardt n or whether the said ground of the said house and garden 
K rent free haith that he this deponent doth not know whether the 
said juggomohun Roy purchased n piece or parcel of ground adjoining 
the said house and garden or not or whether any such ground is laying 
waste or not 

To the Last Cross Interrogatory this deponent sailh that he this 
deponent was never applied to by any person on the subject of giving 
evidence in this Cause until the month of Agraun last when he was 
served With a subpoena by n sircar whom he doth not know and to 
whom he was pointed out by a Bramin who lives with the Complain- 
ant at Kishenaghur Saith that he hath received no sum of mcoiey nor 
hath he been promised any sum or sums of money to induce him to 
attend the examiner of this Honorable Court and to give evidence for 
the Complainant Saith that he came to Calcutta sometime m the month 
of Agraun last but at what particular date he doth not recollect Saith 
that no application or communication was made to him this deponent 
on behalf of the Complainant touching his examination before he 
received such subpoena Saith that he hath attended at the office of the 
solicitor m this suit for the Complainant several times but that on his? 
first attendance at such office he communicated to a person in the 
service of the said solicitor such circumstances as were within his 
knowledge relating to this cause Saith that x at any time com- 
municated to the said Complainant or to any other persons or person 
on his behalf either the particulars or substance of the matter to which 
he hath deposed in his examination in chief Saith that he beheves that 
owing to his this deponents being the Proohit Bramin of the family 
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and in the conttant habit of vintmg it the Complamanl waa induced to 
serve him with a subpoena 


J A Simpson 
Exanu 


} 


(Sd ) 


iu Depeiltlonof Riraohundcr Bonntrjtei wltiiMt produced on the part 
of Qovtndperuud Roy (Examined l septembir, 161B) 

Deposition of a Witness taken m the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Co^ — Ramchunder Bonnerjec o^ Kiddeipore in the distncl of 
twenty four Pergunnas BhattachaTjce aged Thirty years or thereabouts 
being produced as a witness on the part of the Complainant m this 
cauae and a note having been dchvered to Mr John Turner Attorney 
for the defendant m this cause on the ninth day of July one thousand 
eight hundred and nmeteen of the name title and place of abode of 
the said Ramchunder Botmerjee He the said Ramchunder Boonerjec 
was afterwards on the said nmth day of July one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen sworn and on the second day of September m the said 
year was Ejuumned on the Intenogatones filed by the said Complam 
ant OQ the twenty seventh day of January one thotnand eight hundred 
and eighteen and Deposeth as follows — 

Tq the First Interrogatory this deponent saith that be doth know 
the parties the Complainant and he Defendant m the title of these 
mterrogatones named Saith that be hath known the Complainant from 
hia the said Complainants infancy and that he hath known the defen 
dant from his this deponents mfan^ Saith that he knew Ramcaunt 
Roy a little but hath not any very distinct recollection of hrm who was 
the father of the said defendant and the grandfather of the said Com 
plainant Saith that he knew Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy who 
were the sons of the said Ramcaunt Roy m their lifetimes and 
which said Juggomohim Roy was the father of the said (Complainant 
Saith that he believes that he knew Ramcaimt Roy for about three or 
four years before hia death and that he died about fifteen years ago at 
Burdwan and of which he this deponent heard at the at the house 
of the said Ramcaimt Roy at Langulparah Saith that he knew the said 
Juggomohun Roy from his thm deponents infancy up to the time of the 
death of hnn the said Juggomohun Roy which happened about ten 
years ago at Langulparah and of which he heard at the time when it 
happened as he this deponent lived about half an English nnle or 
quarter of a Coes from the said house at Langulparah Saith that he 
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knew the said Ramlocliun Roy from his this deponents infancy up to 
the time of the death of the said Ramlochun Roy which happened about 
eleven years ago at Langulparah and which he this deponent heard at 
the time 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he had not 
the means and opportunity of knowing and being acquainted with nor 
was he acquainted wth the affairs and concerns of the said family 
during the lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy or since his death other 
than that to all appearance they appeared to him this deponent to be 
a joint and undivided family Saith that he was in the habits of visiting 
the family 

To the Third Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
recollect the time when the said Ramcaunt Roy and his said three sons 
Juggomohun Roy Ramlochun Roy and Rammohun Roy lived together 
at the house at Langulparah and formed an undivided Hindoo family 
but recollects the time when the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy 
and the family of Rammohun Roy lived together at Langulparah and in 
appearance formed an undivided Hindoo family and that the said 
Rammohun Roy occasionally came and resided m the said family but 
was more generally absent from it Saith that he this deponent doth not 
know any thing of any partition or division which took place at any 
time but hath heard for these last four or five years as well at Langul- 
parah as at other places that a partition had taken place during the 
lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy between him the said Ramcaunt Roy 
and his three sons and that in consequence thereof the said Ramlochun 
Roy had removed from the house at Langulparah toi the house at 
Radanagore Saith that he did not hear what lands houses or property 
were divided under the said partition 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent seuth that he this depo- 
nent doth not know of euiy partition as he hath deposed in his answer 
to the next preceding interrdgatory Saith that from the time that he hath 
known the family he hath known the said Ramlochun Roy to live at 
the house at Radanaghur with his wife mother and family and hath 
known the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy emd family and the> 
family df the said Rammohun Roy to live and reside at the house at 
Langulparah and to form in appearance an undivided Hindoo family 
Saith that about twoi years ago the said Rammohun Roy removed his 
family from the said house at Langulparah to a house built by him at 
Roganauthpore and that the mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Rammohun Roy and the family of the said Juggomohun Roy have con- 
tinued to live and reside at the said house at Langulparah 

28 


ever since 
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Saitli that Kia means of knowledge are frora Itvmg m tKe neigkboinliood 
and from being ad^[Uamted with all the said parties and from being m 
the habit of vinting the family almost daily 

To the Twelfth Intenogatory this deponent saith that he doth know 
that some money was laid out and expended dunng the hfetnne of 
the said Jnggomohun Roy m makmg into a garden certam groimd situate 
at Roganauthpore m the Pergunnah of Jehanabad and ZiUah of Hooghly 
and not Burdwan and in constructmg a certam thatched house thereon 
called an Autchalla but doth not know out of which funds the said 
sums were paid or what was the amount thereof 

To tSe Thirteenth Interrogatoiy this deponent saith that he doth 
know that the Talook of Kishenagore and BeerIc>ok were purchased hy 
the family durmg the hfetimp of the said Juggomohun Roy and when 
the said Juggomohun Roy and the family of the said Rammohun Roy 
lived together at Langulparah and that the said Talooks were generally 
conudered as the ]Oint {property of the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram 
mohun Roy but that he this deponent doth not know who actually made 
the purchase Or out of whose or what fund the same were paid for 
Saith that he is not able to state and describe the extent or value of the 
said Talooks Saith that he doth not know of any Talooks which nuay 
have been purchased by the said Rammohun Roy subsequent to the 
death of the said Juggomohun Roy nor doth he know of any houses 
that were purchased by them or either of them at any tune 

To the Fourteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Juggomohun Roy and the said defendant dunng the lifetime of the 
said Juggomohun Roy lived together and did to every apperuanco form 
an imdrvided Hmdoo family and did net m any degree appear to be 
separate and divided from each other Saith that the mother of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and the defendant Ramraohim Roy lived m the 
said family and partook of everything m common with the other 
members of the family and appeared to be supported m the same man 
ner that the other members of the said family were Saith that the reh 
gious ccremomes performed m the family were performed m one place 
< and not m distmct and separate places and that the same were paid 
fc* by the Naib of the fairuly for the time being who seemed to be the 
common servant of the family and not the servant of any particular 
member thereof Saith that his mode of defraying the expences of the 
famOy and of supportmg the mother of the said Ramciohun Roy and of 
defraying the religious expences of the fanuiy was continued up to 
about two years ago vrhen the said Ranunohun Roy remo*vcd his family 
from the said house at Langulparah to the said house at Roganauthpore 
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Saith that his means of knowledge are from being in the habit of 
visiting the family. 

To the Fifteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Complainant at the time of the death of his father Juggomohun Roy 
was about thirteen years of age which he this deponent knows from 
having kno^^m the said Complainant from his birth Saith that he this 
deponent doth not know who at the death of the SiUid Juggomohun Roy 
possessed themselves or himself of the Estate immoveable and move- 
able which belonged to the said Juggomohun Roy or in which he may 
have been interested in his lifetime nor doth he know of what the same 
consisted or what was the value of the said Estate immStveable or 
moveable 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory this deponent saith that the said 
Complainant and the wives of his father Juggomohun Roy and the 
wives and mother of the defendant Rammohun Roy did after the death 
of the said Juggomohun Roy live together and form m every appearance 
an undivided Hindoo fairuly till about two years ago when the said 
Rammohun Roy removed his wives to Roganauthpore but what was his 
inducement for so doing he this deponent doth not know 

To the Last Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know of any other matter or thing which may be of benefit or advantage 
to the Complainant in this Cause 

J A Simpson \ 

Examr j (Sd.) 


124, Cross Deposition of Ramotiuntler Bonnerjee. (Examined 2 September, 
1819). 

Deposition of a Witness taken in the above Cause by the Elxammer 
of this Court — Ramchunder Bonnerjee of Kidderpore in the district of 
twenty four Pergunnahs Bhuttacharjee aged thirty years or thereabouts 
being produced as a witness on the part of the Complainant in tins 
Cause and a Note having been delivered to Mr William Smith attorney 
for the said Complainant in this cause on the thirty first day of August 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen of the name title and place 
of abode of the said Ramchunder Bonnerjee He the said Ramchunder 
Bonnerjee was afterwards on the said thirty first day of August one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen sworn and on the second day of 
September m the said year was Examined on the Cross Interrogatones 
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filed by the Defendant on tbe runtb day of Auguet one thousand ei^t 
hundred and nineteen and Deposelh as followa — 

To the First Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that he beheves 
that he is about thirty or thirty two years of age Saith that he hath known 
thi* Complainant from his said Complainants birth and that he hath 
known the defendant frokn his this deponents mfancy Saith that he is 
not in any degree related to them or either of them Saith that he is a 
Bramm and subsista by what he gams as a Bramm from officiatrag m 
families and different places Saith that he and his family reside at 
Kissenagore where he and his family have constantly resided and where 
he this deponent hath resided from his birth Saith that he hath of course 
bved and resided at the said place from the month of Augnin m the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and three 

To the Second Ooss Interrogatory this deponent sarth that he is not 
acquainted with the concerns deahngs transactions or the property of 
any or either of the parties m the title of these mterrogatones named 
or of the father or brother of the defendant abc*ve named Saith that he 
doth not know that the said defendant or his brother or father 
had or had net any muted stock or fund or whether they did or did 
not contnbute to any common stock Saith that from the tune that be 
hath known the said family the said Runlochun Roy hath bved and 
resided with his family at Radanaghur Saith that he doth not recollect 
i^iat was particularly done during the lifetune of Ramcaunt Roy of 
whom he hath but a famt recollection but that Juggomohun Roy and 
his family snj the family of the said Rammohun Roy and hia mother 
lived together m the same house at Langulparah and formed to every 
appearance an undivided Hindoo family until about two years ago when 
the said Raimnohun Roy removed hia family to the said house at 
Roganauthpore 

To the Third Ooss Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
not know but that he heard fckir or five years ago that the said Ram- 
caunt Roy had divided his property between hi* sons and that some 
writing had been executed between them on that occasion but did not 
Jmow what >vas the purport of the said paper wntnig or what property 
was the subject of such division Saith that he already stated the 

manner m which the said family have respectively bved tmee he hath 
known them Scuth that from the time that he first know the said Ram 
caunt Roy up to the time of his death his family House was at Langul 
parah though he occasionally went to reside at Burdwan Saith that he 
doth not know when any partition took place m the said family or when 
the defendant may have dwelt or resided after any partition during the 
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lifetime of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that froto the time that he this 
deponent recollects the defendant Rammohun Roy this deponent hath 
heard of the said defendant being employed from time to time by 
different persons in different capacities but for what particular periods 
or by what particular persons he this deponent hath not heard nor doth 
he know Saith that he doth not know whether the defendant had the 
means of acquinng any molney by means of such service or what he 
may have done with the money he may have so earned Saith that he 
doth not know but that he hath heard that Juggomohun Roy had been 
in some employ during the lifetime of his father but with the parti- 
culars of such employ he this deponent did not hear nor doth he other- 
wise know Saith that he doth not know what property was allotted or 
divided by the said Ramcaunt Roy or what was allotted to his sons 
respectively or who received the rents and profits of the land allotted 
to Juggomohun Roy and the defendant respectively or who paid the 
government revenue thereof Saith that he doth not know what landed 
property was allotted under the said partitioki to the said Juggomohun 
Roy or who is now in possession thereof or whether any landed pro- 
perty was retained by the said Ramcaunt Roy at the time of such parti- 
tion or not Saith that Ramcaunt Roy died about fifteen years ago at 
Burdwan and that the said Juggomohun Roy died about ten years ago 
at Langulparah Saith that the defendant was absent at the time of their 
respective deaths but in what country he was he this deponent doth 
not know Saith that he doth not know who took possession of the 
Estate and property documents books and accounts whereof the said 
Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy respectively died possessed or 
who IS or are now in possession thereof respectively or of what they 
the said Ramcaunt Roy or Juggomohun Roy died possessed of 
respectively 

J A Simpson 1 

Examr J (Sd.) 

To the Fourth Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath 
not spoken of any partition or division within his own knowledge byt 
hath said in his answer to the Interrogatories in Chief that he had heard 
that a partition had taken place dunng the lifetime of Ramcaunt Roy 
and that from the time that he this deponent recollects the family he 
hath known the said Ramldchun Roy to live at the said house at Rada- 
naghur and the said Ramcaunt Rcy as far as he can recollect and the 
said Juggomohun Roy and their respective fanuhes and the family of 
the said Rammohun Roy lived and resided at the said house at Langul- 
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parah and that to the objervahon of ham this deponent they appeared to 
form an undivided Hindoo famiiy Saith that he this deponent doth not 
know of any reunion nor doth he of his own knowledge know of any 
deed otr wnbng of partibon between the said parties but hath heard that 
some writing had passed between them at the time that the partition took 
place dunng the hfetmie of the said Ramcaunt Roy Saith that he never 
knew or heard of the cancelling or destroying of any deed or paper 
writing which had been executed by the said parties Saith that he doth 
not know where the defendant dwelt and resided m the Bengal years 
one thousand two hundred and ‘four one thousand two hundred and 
five and ofle thousand two hundred and six or in the BengrJIy years one 
thousand two hundred and nine one thousand two hundred and ten or 
one thousand two hundred and eleven Saith that between the years one 
thousand two hundred and three and one thousand two hundred and 
ten the said Ramcaunt Roy lived and resided at the said house at 
Langulparah with his family but that he went from time to time during 
that period to reside at a house which he had at Burdwan but was 
not accoropaiued by his wives or any or either of them Saith that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy died about fifteen or sixteen years ago as be this de 
ponent believes at the said house at Burdwan but that he this deponent 
hath not any distinct recollection of that fact Saith that be hath not 
any distinct recollection of any thing which happened m the lifetime 
of Ramcaunt Roy his death having taken place so many years ago 
Saith that he doth not know >^ether any part of the family accom 
pamed him to Burdwan at puch times as he went to Lve there or where 
the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy dwelt and resided when 
the said Ramcaunt Roy dwelt at Burdwan Saith that he this deponent 
doth not recoUecl who performed the Sexhaud of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy after his death or whether die same was performed jomtly or 
separately Saith that he this deponent doth not recollect whether he 
did or did not see the said defendant at the house at Langulparah 
during the BcngaDy years one thousand two hundred and four one thou 
sand two hundred and five one thousand two hundred and six one thou- 
sand two hundred and seven one thousand two hundred and ei^t one 
thousand two hundred and nme one thousand two himdred and ten 
To the Sixth Cross Int e r r og a tory deponent saith he doth not 
know that th© aaid Juggomohun Roy was evex confined m the Gaol 
or prison of Midnaporc but ho tlif deponent hath heard that the 
said Juggomobun Roy was confined m the said Gaol ox prison of Midna 
pore but whether he was so confined for debt cor on any other account 
he this deponent did not hear Saith that he did not know fox how long 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


223 


a penod the said Juggomohun Roy was so confined or by what means 
he was released Saith that he did not observe that the said Juggomohun 
Roy in his lifetime was greatly or in any case embarrassed m his circum- 
stance as far as he this deponent could observe 

To the Eighth Cross Interrofgatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a house at Roganauthpore which is now occupied by the family 
of the said Rammohun Roy Saith that the building of the said house 
was commenced with about four or five years after the death of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and that the said house was made habitable 
about two years ago when the same was occupied by the family of the 
defendant Reimmohun Roy Sauth that the said Garden adjoining the said 
house was formed and laid out by the said Juggomohun Roy m his 
lifetime but with whose expence he this deponent doth not know Saith 
that he this deponent doth not know whether etny Revenue is paud to 
Government for the said ground on which the said house is built and 
garden formed nor doth he this deponent know that the said land is 
rent free Saith that he this deponent doth not know of any piece or ‘ 
parcel of land adjoimng the said garden that was purchased by the said 
Juggomohun Roy and which is now laying waste or which is distmct and 
separate from the said ground on which the said house is built and 
garden formed 

Tq the Last Cross Interrogatory this deponent saith that the first 
inbmation he had of his being required to give evidence in this Cause 
was being served with a subpoena in the month of Agraun last by one 
Juggomohun Pundit who resides in the house of the Compleunant at 
Langulparah Siaith that he hath received no sum nor hath he been pro- 
mised any toi render him this deponent to attend the Examner of this 
Honourable Court for the purpose of giving his evidence on behalf of 
the Complainant Saith that he this deponent came to Calcutta in the 
month of Agraun last Saith that he Was served with a Subpoena within 
a few yards qf his dwelling house at Kissenagur Saith that no application 
or commumcation was made to him on behalf of the Complainant 
touching his exeanination before he received such Subpoena Saith that 
since he hath been in Calcutta he hath attended at the office of the Soli- 
citor of the Complainant several times and that on one of these occasions 
he communicated to one of the assistants of the Solicitor what he this de- 
ponent knew relating to this cause and which commumcation was taken 
down in writing Saith that he believes that the Complainant served this 
deponent with a Subpoena because he was in the habits of visiting his 
famly and was acquainted with many of the circumstances relating to 
it Saith that he hath not communicated to the said Complainant or to 
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any other person or personi on hi» behalf the particular* or lubatanco 
of the matter* to which he hath deposed in hi* Examination m Quef 

J A Stmp»on \ _ 

F^^m r / (Sd) 


125 DHMiItlon or Obeyohum Dult a wltnHi preduotd on thi part of 
Govlndptnaud Roy (Enminod 6 etpttmbor 1819) 

DepoKtion of a Witne*a tAh<»p m the above Cause by the Examiner 
of this Court — Oboychum Chitt of Kidderpore m the district of twenty 
fooir Pergunnehi Sircar aged seventy two years or thereabout* bemg 
produced a* a witness on the part of the Complainant m this cause and 
a Note having been delivered to Mr John Turner attorney for the de 
fendant m this cause on the mnth day of July one thousand eisht 
hundred and nineteen of the name htle and place of abode of the said 
Oboychum Dutt He the said C^joychum Dutt was laJterwards on the said 
nmth day of July one thousand eight hundred and nineteen sworn and 
on the sixth day of September in the said year was Exancuned on the 
Interrogatories £led by the said Complainant on the twenty seventh day 
of January one thousand eight hundred and eighteen and Deposeth as 
follow*— ^ 

To the First Inlerrogaloiy this deponent saith that he doth know 
the parties the Complainant and the Defendant m the title of these m 
teiTogatone* named and that he hath knchvn them from Aeir infancy 
respectively Saith that he did know m their respective Iifctunc* Ram 
caunt Roy who was the father of the defendant and the grandfather 
of the said Complainant and Juggomohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy 
who were the sons of the said Ramcaunt Roy and which said Juggp- 
mohim Roy vms the father of the said Complainant Saith that he knew 
the said Ra m c a unt Roy for about twenty years before his decease and 
was m his *ervicc Saith that he knew the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram 
lochun Roy from their respective infanae* up to then respective death* 
Saith th at the said Ramcaunt Roy died about sixteen year* ago pt 
Burdwan of which he thi* deponent heard at the tune that it took place 
Saith that the said Juggomohun Roy died about seven or eight yepsrs ago 
at hi* house at LanguJparah which he thi* deponent heard on the day 
that It happened and *aw his corpse as he this deponent lives about a 
quarter of a cc«s from the house of the said Juggomohun Roy at 
Langulparah Saith that the said Ramlochun Roy died isbout nme year* 
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ago( at the house of the said Ramlochun Roy at Langulparah and which 
he this deponent h&ard on the day it happened 

To the Second Interrogatory this deponent saith that he had the 
means and opportunity of knowing and being acqumnted with some of 
the affairs and concerns of the said family during the lifetime of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy but that he had not the like opportunity of®seemg and 
being acquainted with the affairs and transactions of the said family 
after his death Saith that his means of knowing and being acquainted 
with the affairs and concerns of the seud Ramcaunt Roy are from having 
been in his service for upwards of ten years in different capacities and 
Up to within ten years of his death and from being in the habits subse- 
quent To his leaving the service of the said Ramcaynt Roy of visiting his 
family 

To( the Third Interrogatory this deponent saith that about twenty 
fours years ago the said Ramcaunt Roy removed with his farmly and 
three sons from the ancestorial house at Radanaghur to a house at 
Langulparah and that at that time the said Ramcaunt Roy formed an 
undivided Hindoo family with his said sons Seuth that they continued in 
this state for two or three years when the said Ramlochun Roy removed 
back to the ancestorial house at Radanaghur Saith that ,at the time 
when the said Ramlochun Roy went back to the said house at Rada- 
naghur he this deponent heard it publicly talked off that the said 
Ramoaunt Roy had divided his property amongst his three sons and 
that the said Ramlochun. Roy had got a part of the said house at Rada- 
naghur as a part of his share or portion under such division Saith that 
he this deponent also heard at the same time that the said Juggomohun 
Roy had allotted to him the garden of Chetwah a garden and Tank at 
Kissenagare and some other lands that the said Ramlochun Roy had 
ini addition to the smd share in the said house at Radanaghur allotted 
to him a garden situated at Kistnobutty and a Tank and some other 
lands and that the send Rammohun Roy had allotted to him under the 
said division a parcel of land situate at Langulparah another parcel 
of Phddy field consisting of about nine begahs situate at Kissenaghur 
Sind another parcel of ground situate at Chunderconah and that he had 
besides some other property allotted to him of the particulars of which 
he this deponent is not acquainted Saith all the said lands of which he 
this deponent hath spoken as having been allotted to the smd parties 
he this deponent hath since seen m their possession 

To the Fourth Interrogatory this deponent saith that after this parti- 
tion of which he this deponent hath spoken m his answer to the next 
preceding fourth interrogatory the said Ramcaunt Roy continued to 

29 
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Hvd and reside at the said house at Lansulparah with his sons the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy and his and their respective 
faimhes or a joint and undivided Hindoo family m every respect m the 

manncT that they appeared to have done before such partition 
and vrhich he the said Ramcaunt Roy continued to do up to the tune 
of his deafh Saith thwt the family of the said Rammohun Roy continued 
to hve in the said house as a part of die said ftunily until about three 
years ago when the said Rammohun Rt^ removed them to the said 
house at Roffonauthpcie Saith that h© this deponent knowa of no other 
separation that took place m the said family than what he hath spoken 
of nor doth he know of any rcvmion 

To the Fifth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth not 
know but hath heard of a TaJook called Govmdpore but where it is 
situate he tlus deponent doth not know Saith that he hath also heard 
of a Talook called Rammesserpore situate m the Pergunnah of Ch under 
conah m the ZiUah of Burdwan and that the same hw/^ been purchased 
by Gungadhur Ghose and Ramtonoo Roy during the lifetime of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy but when or where or at what sale or with whose 
monies or on whose account the same was purchased he th is depooent 
did not hear nor doth he otherwise know 

To the Srtth Interrogatory this deponent saith that he hath heard 
from the mother of the deflendant Rammohun Roy that the said 
Talooks of Govmdpore and Rammesserpore had been purchased by 
Ramtonoo Roy and Gungadhur Ghose but that he heard no particulara 
as to why the said Talooks had been purchased by thf^ or vdiether 
they were purchased m then names or not or whether they were pur 
chased m their names on the account of any other person or not Saith 
that the defendants mother said that she supposed the was a 

Benaira purchase or a purchase m another persons name Saith that 
about two or three months after this conversation and information he 
this deponent by the said mother of the said Rammohun Roy that the 
said defendant Rammohun Roy had purchased the said Talooks of 
Govnidporo and Rammesserpore from them the said Ramtonoo Roy 
and Gungadhur Ghose 

To the Seventh Interrogatory this deponent swth that he this depo- 
nent hath heard it generally talked of that at the tim<^ of the death of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy one Rapblochun Roy was m possession of the 
•aid Talooks called Govmdpore and Rammeaserporc and that he. is 
•till in the possession and management of the san^c Saith that he this 
deponent never saw those Talooks himself or either of them nor did ho 
ever see the said Juggomohun Roy or the said defendant give any 
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directions or hold any communication with the Gomasthas or tenants 
of the said Talooks or exercise any acts of ownership with respect to 
the same. 

To the Eleventh Interrogatory this deponent saith that he doth 
know a certain Talook or Putteney Talook called Kissenagur situate 
in the Pergunnah of Jehanabad in the Zillah of Hooghly Saith that he 
also knew a certain other Talook named Beerlook situate m the same 
Pergunnah and Zillah and a certain other Talook or Putteney Talook 
situate in the Pergunnah of Byrah in the Zillah of Hooghly and a certain 
other Talook or Putteney Talook named Serampore in the Pergunnah 
Booirsut in the same Zillah Saith that he hath heard that the Talooks 
of Kissenaghur euid Beerltook were purchcised by Rajiblochun Roy that 
the Talook of Langulparah was purchased by Ramlochun Roy and the 
Talook o(f Serampore was purchased by Juggernaut Mozumdar and 
that all these purchases were made after the death of the said Ramcaunt 
Roy but when they were purchased or with whose funds or monies he 
this deponent doth not know nor doth he know the value or annual 
profits of the said Talooks Saith that the defendant Rammohun Roy is 
now in possessiotn thereof and he believes must enjoy the rents and 
profits thereof as he this deponent sees people whom he knows to be 
in the service of the said Rammohun Roy at present in possession of 
these Talooks Saith that it was about two years ago when the said 
Rammohun Roy was in possession of the said Talooks but that Rajib- 
lochun Roy is now in possession of the same and holds under him 

J A Simpson \ 

Examr. J (Sd) 


126, Cross Interrogatories to be administered to Tarreney Daby on the 
part and behalf of Rammohun Roy (Filed 6 September, '■816). 

Cross Interrogatories to be administered to Tarreney 
Dabee, if she shall be produced sworn and Elxamined 
on the part and behalf of the Compleunant in a certain 
Cause now pending and at issue in the said Supreme 
Court of Judicature wherein Govmdpersaud Roy, the 
son Heir and legal Repiesentative of juggemohun Roy 
deceased is Complainant and Rammohun Roy is 
Defendant 
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ON THE PART AND BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT 
ABOVENAMED 

Frrst InterrogBtory Are you not the Wtdow of Ramcaunt Roy who 
m his life turte was the Father of Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun 
Roy in ih© Title of these Intcrrognlones named and are you not the 
Mother of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy? Did not 
the said Ramcaunt Roy m the month of Augran and Bengal year one 
thcusimd two himdred and three m your presence and with your 
knowledge execute a Paper writing or Deed of Partition whereby a 
certam Part of his property among hia sons and retamed other parts 
thereof for his own use and benefit? If yea what portions of the pro- 
perty of the said Ramcaont Roy are allotted to his sons respectively 
and what proportions thereof were reserved for himself ? Did you not 
hear from the said Ramcaunt Roy why or for what reason he had 
made such partition of his property during his life time? If yea de 
dare what reasons were assigned by the said Ramcaunt Roy for so 
dmdmg and allotting his property? Did not the sons of tho said Ram 
caimt Roy or either and which of them nmnodiately after such parti- 
tion take possession of the resjiective shares of property which were 
allotted to them by such partmon and did not the said Ramcaunt Roy 
retain the possession of such property as had been reserved for hnnself 
on the occasion of such parbboa and if yea declare if you know what 
particular parts parcels or portions of Property were respccbvely kept 
by the said Ramcaunt Roy and delivered to the possession of his sons 
respectively ? Whst parts or portions of Landed Property were allotted 
or given to your son Juggomohun Roy as you know or have heard from 
the said Ramcaunt Roy or Juggomohun Roy or believe Did not the 
parts Or portions of Landed Property which were given or allotted to 
the said Juggotnohun Roy continue under his exclusive management 
and controul from the tune of such partition and have you not heard 
from tho and Juggomohun Roy m his life tune that from the period 
of such partition he contmued exclusively to msmago and possess the 
parts or portions of Landed Property which had been so allotted to him 
as aforesaid and that the said Juggomohun Roy m hia life bme Mort 
gaged exchanged and sold certara parts and what parts of such last 
uicntioned Landed Property? If you shall hav© said cither now or 
in your examination m Chief that tho said Juggomohun Roy from and 
after such partibon did not manage or possess the parts or parcels of 
nded Property which were allotted to him by his said fstber at the 
lime of such partition as aforesaid then declare by what person ot 
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persons by name such last mentioned parts or parcels off property were 
managed or possessed from the time of such partition eind who managed 
or possessed the same at the time of the death of Juggolmohun Roy and 
who is now in the possession or management thereof and particularly 
set forth and explain the means and grounds of your knowledge herein 
and the whole truth declare 

Second Interrogatory , Where did Ramcaunt Roy your late 
Husband reside, from the Month of Augran m the Bengal year one 
thcoisand two hundred and three until the time of his death and when 
and where particularly did he depart this life? Did he not, after the 
time of the Partition in the First Interrogatory mentioned, and until the 
period of his death, generally reside, in a Certain Lodging House or m 
certain Lodging houses at Burdwan and which had been reserved by 
the said Ramcaunt Rcy for his own use at the time of the said partition 
and did not the said Ramcaunt Roy live separate and apart from his 
Family and away from the Farmly House from the time of the said 
partition until the period of his death and what change or changes 
was or were made in respect of the management and support of the 
family of the said Ramcaunt Roy from and after the partition aforesaid ? 
Where and by whom and at whose expence was the sheraud of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy performed after his death? was the said sheraud 
performed by all' his surviving sons jointly or separately and how ? Did 
Juggomohun Roy contnbute any and what sum of money and how and 
in what manner and through whom, towards defraying the C2i,arge or 
expence of* the Sheraud of his said Father? What sum was expended 
on account of the sheraud of the said Ramcavmt Roy and what person 
by name paid the same? Was not the sheraud of your late husband 
perfcdrmed by some and by what branch or member of his ffamily at the 
fcumly house at Nangurparah and did you not Mortgage the Jewelf 
of your Grandson Gooroodoss Muckerjee and borrow a sum of money 
and to what amount fand from whom, in order to enable you to defray 
the expence of the last mentioned Ceremony ? Was not that Ceremony 
or Sheraud so performed at Nangurparah a Ceremony in which Ram- 
mcfhun Roy the Defendant did not participate or join ^and by or in the 
name of which of the sons of Ramjcaunt Roy was the sheraud at Nan- 
guarpara performed? Where wets your son Juggomohun Roy at the 
time when the sheraud w^as performed at Nangoorpara and did he con- 
tnbute any and what sum or sums of money to defray the expence of 
that Sheraud ? If not why not ? Do you not know, and have you not 
heard from your son Juggomohun Roy and from his son the Complain- 
ant m the Title of these Interrogatones named and do you not believe 
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tl>nt a *eparBtc Ctremotiy or sheraud was performed by tbe Defendant 
Rammobun Roy at or near Calcutta to the memory of your late Husband 
and that the expcnce of such last mentioned Ceremony was cnhrely 
defrayed by the said Rammobun Rc^? Where was Rammobun Roy 
as you know have heard or do bcbcve at the time of the death of tbe 
said Ramcaunt Roy and when his aheraud was performed at tbe Family 
residence at Nangoorpam Declare all you know of tbe matters respect 
mg wbicb you have been last Interrogated and the whole truth d e c lar e 
Third Interrogatory Did not your late husband Ramcaunt Roy 
die possested of moveable and immoveable property and m particular 
did he not die possessed of the whole or of any and of what part of the 
Landed Property which he reserved for his own use at the broe of the 
partition m the First Interrogatory mentioned and especially describe 
what property moveable anj immoveable the said Ramcaimt Roy was 
possessed of or entitled unto at the time his death? If you shall 
have evd, diat the said Ramcaunt Roy did not die possessed of the 
whoV of the prope rty which he reserved for himself at the time of 
such partition then explam what had become thereof and how such 
last mentioned property had gone out of dbe possession of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy m his life time? What person or persons by name took 
possession of the property moveable and rmmoveable of which the sud 
Ramcaunt Roy died possessed or to which he was enbtled and what 
person or persons by name is or are now m tbe posseasioo thereof or 
of any part thereof? and parbcularb^ eacpiam what part or parts of the 
prope r ty whereof the said Ramcaunt Roy died possessed is now m the 
possession of such person or persons respectively? Declare all you 
know tea 

Fourth Interrogatory Do you not know that at the bmc of the 
narhbon m the First Interrogatory menboned one roorety of a certam 
dwelling House and Berhouse with Tanks and Ground thereunto belong 
mg and also about Eight Biggahs of Paddy Land at Mouza Cnshena 
shur and about five Biggahs of Paddy Land at Badul Ooor and also a 
certain Berhouse with three Biggahs of Land situate at Cnshenaghur 
and also a certain Tank called the Chotah Gala Tank and also thnty 
Biggahs of Land situated at Hubibporc and also certam LwYij n at 
Copalpoor end also three Biggahs of Land m the Mouza of Gopmauth 
poor and also a certain Lodgmg house with one Biggah of Land situate 
at Higensba Govindpoor and also certain I called Danga Gala 
mabe m the Mouia of Khanpoor containing three Biggahs and alto a 
certam Talook called Hureerampoor in the Pergunnah of Qiectooah 
were respectively anotted by your late Husband Ramcaunt Roy and 
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the possession thereof respectively delivered to your Late son Juggo- 
mohun Roy? Did not the said Juggomohun Roy after such Partition 
exclusively possess and manage the whole of the parcels of Landed 
property herein last enumerated and receive the rents and profits there- 
of during the life time of your Late husbeind Ramcaunt Roy ? Who was 
in the possession of all or of any or of either of the said parcels of 
Landed property at the timfe of the death of your said Late Husband 
and who was in possession of all or of any or of either of the parcels 
of property respecting which you have been last Interrogated, after the 
death of your late husband and until the death of your late son Juggo- 
mohun Roy land when and where particularly did the said Juggomohun 
Roy depart this life ? What person or persons by name was in posses- 
sion of the said parcels of property, or of any or of either and of which 
of them immediately after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy and 
what person or persons by name was or were in possession of the 
said Talook of Hureerampore at the time of the death of the said 
Juggomohun Roy and what person car persons by name is or are now 
m the possession of the parcels of property herein last enumerated and 
allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy at the time of such partition and 
what person or persons by name is or are now m the receipt of the rents 
and profits of the said Talook of Hureerampore? Did your son Juggor- 
mohun Roy die possessed of any and of what property moveable or 
immoveable? If yea describe the same fully and particularly and 
declare whether the Complainant in the title of these Interrogatories 
named did or did not, on the death of the said Juggomohun Roy take 
possession of all the property moveable and immoveable whereof his 
Father Juggomohun Roy died possessed or entitled unto If not what 
person or persons by name did take possession of the E,state and pro- 
perty of the said Juggomohun Roy at the bme of his death? Declare 
&ca 

Fifth Interrogatory Did not Juggomohun Roy the Father of the 
Complainant in the Title of these Interrogatories named, sometime in 
the Bengeil yem one thousand two hundred and five purchase a Piece 
of Aima Land at Kubilpoor and did you not hear from the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and frcmi the said Complainant or from one and which of 
them that the same was purchased with the monies of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and did not the said Juggomohun Roy enjoy the rents and 
profits of the saad piece of Land at Kubilpore, ,a8 his own and exclusive 
property and did or did not the said piece of Land last mentioned de- 
scend to the said Complainant or what became thereof and what person 
or persons by name is or are now in the possession of the said Last* 
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menbcmed pitce of Land as you know or Lave heard from the said 
Complainant and do heheve ? Declare ficca 

Sixth InteiTOgatoiy Was not yonir late son Juggom^im Roy by 
the authority or m consequence of the prosecution of the Public officers 
of the G<^emment erf Fort WillwJp imprisoned m the Gaol of Midna 
pore durmg the Bengal years one thousand two hundred and eight one 
thousand two hundred and nine one thousand two hundred and ten 
one thousand two hundred and eleven and one thousand two hundred 
and twelve and for what length or period of tune ? Did you not hear 
from the said Juggomohtm Roy and from the Comp l ai n a nt his son and 
do you not otherwise know and beheve that the said Jug^pmohun Roy 
was so imprisoned on account of the arrears of Revenue due from the 
said Juggomohun Roy to the said Government on account erf the Talook 
of Hureerampore m the Fourth Inteirogatory mentioned and orf which 
the said Juggomohun Roy had taken possession m virtue of the allotment 
and partitiotn respecting which you have been before mterrogated? 
Did not the said arrear of Revenue for which the said Juggomohun Roy 
was so conimed at Midnapore amount to five thousand Rupees or 
thereabouts? Did not you contribute to roaintam and support the 
said Juggomohun Roy while he continued m such confinement at Midna 
pore and did you not allow and send to htm the Monthly sum of Ten 
Rupees or thereabouts? Where was your son the Defendant Ram- 
mohim Roy during the jienod wh3e the said Juggomohun Roy was so 
imprisoned at Midnapore? Was not the said Rammohun Roy at that 
penod m nch and opulent circumstances and was he not actually en> 
ployed m the service of the said Government as Dewan to the CoLector 
of Dacca while the said Juggomohun Roy was so confined at Midnapore ? 
Hew did the said Juggomohun Roy obtam his release from the prison 
of Midnapore? Did he not enter into engagements which were 
guaranteed by Ramlochun Roy and Soobachunder Roy hia sureties to 
pay the lunv due on account of the said arrear of Revenue by Instal 
menu and efid you not by the Mortgage of Jewels or otherwise and 
borrow a certain sum and what sum of money which you 
delivered to the said Juggomohun Roy to enable hin^ to discharge a 
part of such arrear of Revenue? Where was the said Juggomohun Roy 
liberated from his said confinement at Midnapore and did he pay the 
whole of the said arrear of Revenue to the said Government before his 
eat m how otherwise? Have you not heard from ihe Complainant that 
since the death of the said Juggomohun Roy he the said Complainant 
entered into security and afterwards to pay to the spud Govern- 
ment a part of the said arrear of Revenue for the said Talook of 
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Hureerampcre and for which arrear of Revenues the said Juggomohun 
Roy had been confined lat Midnapore and which -was left unpaid by the 
said Juggornohun Roy at the time of his death ? Was not the Defendant 
Rammohun Roy at the time of the death of his said Brother Juggomohun 
Roy at Rungpore and was the said Rammohun Roy at any time required 
to pay any part of the said arrear of Revenue so due on account of the 
said Talook? If not why not? Declare &ca. ^ 

Seventh Interrogatory . Was not the Defendant Rammohun Roy 
absent from the Family house and from the Females of his Family 
dunng a period of eleven years or dunng some other and what period 
of time after the partition respecting which you have been before 
Interrogated ?and during his absence, did nqt you or certain Moharrers 
or other servants under your Controul oir management receive the rents 
and profits of the parts of the Land and porperty wihch had been 
allotted to the ^aid Defendant by his said Father and appropriate and 
apply the same to the use of the Females of the Family of the smd 
Rammohun Roy and were not distinct and separate accounts kept of 
such rents and profits and of the Expences charged ta the said Ramr 
mohun Roy, on account of his branch of the family ? Declare &ca 

Eighth Interrogatory Did not Juggomohun Roy in his life time 
give away as a chantable dorvatioin to one Jugbundhoo Bedyalunkaur 
five Biggahs or thereabouts of Aima Land and has not the said 
Jugbundhoo Bedyalunkaur since possessed the Siame as his own property 
and did not the said Juggomohun Roy dispose of such last mentioned 
Land as his own separate and exclusive property ? Declare &Qa 

Ninth Interrogatory Did not the Complainant in the Title of 
these Interrogatories named become after the death of his Father 
Juggomohun Roy possessed of certain Lands in the Pergunnah of 
Cheetooah, which had been allotted to the said Juggomohun Roy by 
the said Ramcaunt Roy at the tune of the Partition respectmg which 
you have been before Interrogated ? and did not the smd Complainant 
inform you and do you not otherwise know, that he the said Complainant 
Mortgaged a portion qif the said Lands to one Nushmam Roy ? If yea 
what Lands were so Mortgaged and for what sum of money and is the 
said Mortgage satisfied or is the ^me now unredeemed, you know or 
have heard from the said Complainant and believe? Declare &ca 
Tenth Interrogatory Do you not know or have you not heard from 
Juggomohun Roy and from the Complainant in the Title of these Interro- 
gatories named or from one and from which of them that Juggomohun 
Roy in his life time, and after the time of the partition respecting which 
you have been before Interrogated, borrowed from the Defendant 
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Rnnunohun Roy the sum of SiCca Rupee# one tliouaand and executed 
to the eaid Rammohim Rc^ a Bond or some security in vmtmg for the 
repayment thereof with Interest? Declare 

EJeventh Interrogatory Have you not had senous disputes and 
difference# with your eon the Defendant Ranunohun Roy on account 
of his religion# opunons and have you not instigated and prevailed on 
your Grandsor^the Complainant to institute the present emt against the 
said Defendant, a« a measure of revenge because the said Defe nd ant 
hath refused to practice the ntes and ceremonies of the Hmdu 
Religion m the manner ra vduch you wish th# same to be 
practised or performed? Have not you and the Complainant and other 
members of your family estranged yoursclj and tbemselves from lill 
mlcrcourse with the Defendant on account of his rehgious opinions 
and vmtings? Have you not repeatedly declared that you 
desire the rum of the Defendant and that there will not only be 
no sm but that it will be mentonous to effect the temporal nun of the 
Defendant provided he shall not resume or follow the religious usages 
and worship of hia Fore Fathers Have you not publicly declared that it 
will not be sinful to take away the hfe of a Hindoo who forsakes the 
*idolati7 and ceremonies of worship usually practiced by persons of that 
Religion? Has not the Defendant in fact refused to practice the ntes 
and ceremomes of th^ Hmdoo religion in respect to the vrorship of 
Idols? Have not you and the Complainant and others of the Defendants 
relations had several meetmgs and conversations on this subject and 
declare solemnly on your Oath whether you do not know and believe that 
the piescnt suit would not iinve been instituted if tbe Defendant had not 
acted m religious matters egotrary to your wishes and entreaties and 
differently from the practices of hi# ancestors? Do you not m your con 
saence believe that you will be justified m giving false testmaony and 
in doing every thing m your power to effpet the nun of the Defendant 
and to enable the Compiamant to succeed m the present suit, m as much 
Os the Defendant has refused to conbnue the worship of Idols? Did 
you not since the commencement of this siut make a personal apphea 
tion to the Defendant at his house m Sunlah in Calcutta for the grant 
of a piece of Land that the profits thereof mi^it be applied towards the 
Worship of an. Idol and did not the Defendant offer you a large sum of 
money to be distnbuted m Chanty to the poor but refuse to contribute 
m any manner to the encouragement of the worship erf Idols? Were 
you not on that occasion ezceedmsly displeased with the Defendant and 
d»d you not then expres* your displeasure and threaten the Defendant 
for having refused to comply with your request? Declare &ca 
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Twelfth Interrogatory . Have you not made repeated appli- 
cations to Goculcliundra Bose, Nubkishore Roy and to several other 
persons and to who or whom by name, and request that they would pro- 
ceed from their respective places or residence to Calcutta in order to 
give Evidence on behalf of the said Complainant and against this 
Defendant in this smt? and did you not know and do you not know 
that the said Goculchunder Bose Nubkishore Roy and (5uch other per- 
sons to whom; you so applied, were not and was not and are and is not 
persons who could or can truly give any testimony m favor of the s,aid 
Complainant and did you not apply to such persons fqr the express pur- 
pose of enabling the Complainant to injure the Defendant and un- 
justly to succeed in the present suit? Declare &ca. 

Last Interrogatory . If you shall have siaid in your Elxammation 
in Chief that after the Partition m the first Cross Interrogatory mention- 
ed, your late Husband reunited his interests estate and property with 
the interests estate and property of any or of either of his sons, set 
forth and explain fully \and particularly what Circumstances occasioned 
such reunion of interests and at what time and in what month and year 
and how soon after such partition such reunion took place and what 
person or persons by name were otr Was privy to or made acquainted 
with such reunion of interests and whether any and what instruments 
in wnting was executed or any and what ceremony was performed or 
any and what act of notoriety was done or any and what declaration 
was made by, and m the presence of any and of what person or per- 
sons by name to testify or announce or denote such reunion of interests, 
and fully and particularly explain what circumstances preceded, attend- 
ed or fcflowed such reunion of the family and of its interests? Was 
not the Deed of Partition, respecting which you have been Interrogated 
in the said first Interrogatory registered by your Late husbemd and his 
sons, or by some or by one and by which of them, by with the Kazee 
of Crishenaghur who affixed his seal oif office to the said Deed of Parti- 
tion? Was such deed of Partition withdrawn from such Registry or 
in any way and in what manner cancelled or destroyed or declcired 
void after such reunion of interests or was or were any other and what 
means, land when and in whose presenee, and by whom adopted, to 
declare or testify that such deed of Partition was no longer to be bind- 
ing on the parties who had Elxecuted the samie? If not why not? 
Declare &ca 

(Sd) H. Compton 

John Turner 
Defendeuits Atty 
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117 Petition of Qovlndpersflud Roy fof tnlargeroent of time for publtoeUoti 
With Oomi ■ Order (is September, istfi) 

To The Honorable Sir Edward Hyde EW Knigbt Cbicf Justice and 
his Companions Justices of the said Supreme Court 

Tbe humble petition of the Complainant 
^ abovcnamed — 

Sheweli — 

Tbat Interrogatories in Chief m this cause were filed by your peb 
boner on thtf twenty seventh day of January m the year of Chnst one 
thousand eight hundred and et^teen and that three witnesses have 
been fuHy examined thereto as appears by a certificate of the Examiner 
hereunto annexed and marked vnlh the letter A 

That InteiTogatones m Chief and Cross Interrogatories were after 
wards filed m this cause by the Defendant abovenamed and that several 
witnesses have been examined thereto and the evidence on the part of 
the said Defendant m this cause closed 

That by an Order of this Honorable Court bearing date the twen 
beth day of July now last past publicabon m the said cause was direct 
ed to pass on the eleventh day of this present month of September by 
an office copy of the said order hereunto annexed and marked vnth the 
letter 5 appears 

That by reason of the very reduced circumstances of your pebboner 
he has not been able to carry on the proceedings of the^ said suit and 
hath not been able to examine other of his witnesses to the said Interro- 
gatones filed on behalf of your pebboner ui this cause 

That your pebboner hath the following every material witnesses 
(as he 18 advised) to examine m the said cause namely Tarraney Daby 
Jaggemaut Mozumdar Radanaut Chowdiy and Ramneedy Paul who 
will all Tcspccbvely give evidence in the said cause on the part of your 
pebboner so to the anceslonal property menboned m the pleadings 
of the said cause and also as to ih© family of the late Ramcaunt Roy 
m the pleadings of the eaid cause also menbond having hved together 
and formed an undivided Hindoo family as well in the life bme of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy as after his death up la the month of Maug m the 
Bengal year Twelve hundred and twenty three 

That neither has your pebboner nor hath his attorney nor any other 
person c»i his behalf seen or In any manner become acquainted with 
the substance of the Dcposibons taken by the Examiner m thu; cause 
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Tliat in regard lo your petitioner Irath no intention to postpone the 
setting dowm this cause for hearing on the first Equity day of the 4th 
Term now next ensuing 

Your Petitioner therfore humbly 
prays your Lordships for a Rule to 
show cause why Publication in this 
cause should not bc^ enlarged for 
a further period of fifteen days 
from tins day 

Be it so 

(Sd) C H Cast And your petitioner shall ever pray 

15lh Sept 1819 (Sd) J B East. 

C G Strettcll 
Petrs Atty, 

Inf Raup. 

(Affidavit of Govindpcrsnud Roy follows m the same pet ) 

128. Court’s Order on the above petitfon. (22 September, 1819) 

George the third by the Grace of God of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith and so forth 
Vacation after 3rd Term 1819. 

Govmdpersaud Roy only son 

heir and legal personal Representa- Upon reading on the part of the 
tive of Juggomohun Roy Deceased Complainant m this Cause a Peti- 
against tion of the said Complainant an 

Rammohun Roy order of this Court made in this 

Cause on the fifteenth day of September instant and an affidavit® of 
Radakissen Coondoo sworn and filed this 22nd Day of September 1819 
of the due service thereof and upon reading on the part of the Defendant 
an order of this Court made in this Cause on the 1 8th day of September 
instant and an affidavit of Gorachund Doss sworn and filed the 22nd 
Day of September 1819 of the due service thereof and office copies of a 
Petition and affidavit of the said Complainant Govmdpersaud Roy 
sworn the 15th day of September instant and of an order of this Court 
made in this Cause on the 20th day of July last past and of a Certificate 
of the Elxaminer of this Court all filed on the 15th day of September 
instant And also upon reading on the part of the said Defendant office 
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copies of three several orders of this Comt made m tlus Giusc on 27th 
day of May 1 7th day of June and 20th day of July last past three several 
certificates of the sworn C3erk five several certificatea of the Eyamm er 
of Court an allocatur of the Master of thi® Court and an affidavit 
of Gorachund Doss also swom this 22nd day of September 1819 of the 
due service thereof all filed this day And upon hearing the attomies oo 
both sides It^is ordered that the said order obtamed by the said Com 
plainant on the said I5lh day of September instant be and the same is 
hereby discharged And It is farther ordered that the costs of an apphca 
tion to dispauper the said Complainant m this Cause upon the Motion 
of Mr East advocate for the said Complainant and of Mr Compton 
advocate for the said Defendant 

WITNESS Sir Eldward Hyde Elasl Knight Quef jusbeo at Fort 
X^^Iham aforesaid the twenty second day of September m the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen 

Stxettcll atty (Sd ) D Hennng 

in forma Paupens Rcgr 

Turner atty 

119 PitiUfln of Riramstiun Roy for dttohargs of Ruiss ebtsinsd by 
Govirxfpeniud Roy With ARtdtvlU 4 Court i Ordsr (13 Sspttnibsr itl8) 

To the Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice and 
his Companions Justices of the said Court 

The Humble Pehbon of the above 
named Defendant 


Sheweth 

That the Complainant m this Cause hath filed his Bill of Cora 
plcint against your Pebboner who bath appeared thereto and answered 
the same 

That IntciTogalones in Chief hath on the part of thp Complainant 
as well as on the piart of your Pebboner been filed — ^TTiat your Pebboner 
hath also filed Cross Interrogatones as will appear by a Cerbficato 
hcreunlo aimcied and marked with the Letter A — ^That Witnesses on 
ibo part and behalf of the Complainant as well as on the part of your 
Pctihoner have been exnmmed as w3I appear by Certificates hereunto 
annexed marked B and C — ^That the Deposibom and Evidence taken 
m this Cause have been publiihed as will also appear by a Certificate 
hereunto annexed and marked D 
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That the said Complainant by an order of this Honorable Court 
beanng date the fourteenth day of September Instant was admitted to 
carrjf on the above suit mforma Pauperis as will appear by an office 
copy of an Order hereunto annexed and marked E — ^TTiat the said Com- 
plainant obtained an Order nisi from this Honorable Court on the 
fifteenth day of September Instant to show cause why publication 
should not be enlarged for fifteen days further time from that day, tbat 
your Petitioner attended by Counsel to show cause against the said 
Order nisi so obtained as wll appear by an Order made in this cause 
on the twenty second day of September instant marked F 

Tliat your Petitioner hath reason to believe that the said Complain- 
ant IS possessed of Landed Property, exclusively of the matters m ques- 
tion in this cause, amounting m value to the sum of Sicca Rupees twelve 
thousand or thereabouts as will appear by certain affidavits duly sworn 
to and filed in support of this yqur Petitioners Petition 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly 
prays your Lordships vnll direct 
that the said Order so obtained by 
the Complainant for liberty to carry 
on the said suit mforma Pauperis 
and the Order made on the twenty 
second day of September instant 
be discharged with costs Unless the 
Complainant will on Saturday the 
twenty fifth day of September ins- 
tant shew good and sufficient cause 
to the contrary thereof 


Be it so 

(Sd) P Macnaghten 
23rd Sept 1819 

John Turner 
Petitioners Atty 


And your Petitioner shall ever pray 
(Sd) H Compton. 


Affidavits: 

RAMMOHUN ROY of Simlea m the Town of Calcutta the Defen- 
dant in this cause maketh Oath and saith that he hath been informed 
and believes that Govindpersaud Roy the Complainant abovenamed 
immediately after the death of his late Father Juggomohun Roy became 
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powsetsed of about four hundred and twenty five Biggah* of Aymah 
land situate at Kubalpore and other villages m the vicinity thereof 
which respectively appertain to the Zillah of Hoogly m Province of 
Bengal is and also of about two hundred Biggaha of other land situate 
in Kissenagore and m certain other Vfllagea which also respectively 
appertain to the said Zillah of Hoog^y and also of a certain half-share 
of a family dtyelling house garden and ground which formerly belonged 
to the said Complainants late Father situate at Nangulparrah m the 
7i11wf> of Hoogly aforesaid and this Deponent further saith that the 
said share of the said House and Groimd and die lands hercinbefoie 
menboned excepting the Aymah land which was purchased by Juggo- 
mohun Roy were respectively the property of R am cau n t Roy the late 
father of this Deponent and were aBotted and delivered to the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy the father of the said Complainant some tunc m the year of 
Christ one thousand seven hundred and ninety six by and m pursuance 
of a parbbon which was dien made by the said Ramcaunt Roy between 
this Deponent and the said Juggoinohun Roy and one Ramlochun Roy 
the other son of the said Ramcaunt Roy and this Deponent further saith 
that the said share of the ssid House and the Aymuh and other lands 
hereinbefore menbonfd were respectively F>os»essed and enjoyed by 
the said Juggotnohun Roy from die time of such partxbon and from the 
tune of the purchase of the Aymah land unbl his death in the year of 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and twelve and that &om and imme- 
diately after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy the paid share of the 
said House garden and ground and the lands hereinbefore respectively 
desenbed and set forth were respecbvely taken possession of by the said 
Complainant as the son and personal representative of the said Juggo- 
mohim E^y and that the said Complainant from the tune of the death of 
the said Juggomohun Roy unbl the present bme hath as this Deponent 
venly believes been m the receipt of the rents and profits of the said 
lanUj hereinbefore respectively described for his own exclusive use 
and benpfil and that the said Complainant or his f amily is or are now 
possessed of the said share of the said family or dwelling house garden 
and ground at Nangulparrah herein also before parbculaib^ mentioned 
and this Deponent further saith that hp is woD acquainted with the 
nature of value of the lands hereinbefore menboned and described and 
that Ho tlu. deponent hath frequently lecn the Kud dwelling Houae 
at Nangulparrah and is enabled to foirn a correct catimation of the 
vJue thereof and this Deponent -verily behevea that the aaid half share 
® ^ Houae end of the garden end ground thereunto belonging 

and the mtereat of tho sard Complainant m the said Aymah and other 
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lands hereinbefore respectively mentioned and described are together 
Avorlh the sum of Sicca Rupees twelve thousand or thereabouts, And this 
deponent further sailh that he this deponent hath been informed and 
believes the Complainant has lent the sum of Sicca Rupees one thou- 
sand two hundred and lent to Jussodanundan and Becharam Sen four 
hundred and ninety Sicca Rupees who as this deponent hath abo been 
informed and believes arc persons able to discharge ct repay the said 
last mentioned sum if required or compelled so to do but that the said 
sum of money last mentioned is still due and owing to the said Com- 
plainant as this deponent hath also been informed and believes 


Sworn this 23rd day 
of September 1819 
Before me 
(Sd) r Macnaghten 


(Sd) Rammohun Roy 


DOOKRAM MOOKERJEE of Kissenagore in the Zillah of Hoogly 
and now of Similia m Calcutta maketh Oath and Saith that he this 
Deponent is acquainted with Govmdpcrsaud Roy the Complainant above- 
named and is also well acquainted wth the affairs and concerns of the said 
Govindpersaud Roy he the deponent having been employed by the Com- 
plainant in the capacity of Collector and receiver of the said Complain- 
ants Rents from the Bengal year one thousand twci hundred and eighteen 
corresponding with the year of Christ one thousand two hundred and 
eleven to the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and twenty corres- 
poding with the year of Christ one thousand eight hundred and thirteen 
that the said Govindpersaud Roy while this Deponent was m his employ 
had in his Exclusive possession and this Deponent venly believes that the 
said Complainant now hath in his possession the Lands hereinafter men^ 
tioned that is to say about two hudred and twenty five Biggahs of Aimah 
Land situate at Kubulpore and at other villages in the Zillah of Hooghly 
of the value of Sicca Rupees seven thousand or thereabouts and also of 
Eighty (?) Biggahs of Land free of Rent in Kissenagore and of about 
two hundred Biggahs of Land situate in other villages in the said Zillah 
of Hooghly to the value of Sicca Rupees four thousand or thereabouts 
And this Deponent further saith that he believes the said Govindper- 
saud Roy is still entitled to the said before mentioned Lands and Pro- 
perty m as much as one Juggubundhoo Pundit with whom this depo- 
nent is well acquainted and who is employed as a Sircar in the Service 
of the said Govindpersaud Roy was to the knowledge of this deponent 
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octually employed m collecting tte renta of the raid Land* heromhcfore 
mentioned and enumerated and for and m the name of the said Com 
plainant xmtil the seventh day of Septemher Instant And this •Deponent 
further saith that the Share of the family dwelling house garden and 
ground which are now occupied by the family of the Complainant at 
Nangulgarrah m the Zillah of Hooghly is as this Deponent behevcs 
of the ■value of Sicca Rupees four thousand 

Sworn this 23rd day of Y (Sd) 

September 1819 Before me t Expd hy me 

(Sd) F Macnaghten 3 (Sd) W D Smith 

RAMSOONDER CHOSE, RAMPERSAUD MUNDLE and BOSOO 
DEB GHOSE, late respectively of Coyba in the Zillah of HooghSy but 
at present of Thunthunea residing m Calcutta farmers jomtly and sever 
ally rnsff^ Oath and say that they hav^ for several years past farmed 
end now farm different quantities of Lands appertaming ta the Aymah 
property of the Complainant m this cause situate at the X of Coyba afore- 
said and that this deponent Ramsoonder Chose norw farming the said 
Complainants one Biggah and fifteen Cottahs of the said Aymah Land 
at the Annual Rent of five Rupees eleven annas and that this Depo- 
nent Raxnpersaud Mundle now farms from the said Complainant two 
fiiggahs of the scud Aymah Land at the Annual rate of six Rupees 
«^t Tannas and that this Depouent Bosoodeb Chose now farms from 
the said Complainant six Biggahs of the said Aymah Land at the 
Annuaf Rent of mneteen Rupees and eight aimas and these Deponents 
each for himself severally saith that We hath hitherto paid the rents 
payable as aforesaid either to the said Complainant or to his agents 
or servants by hun appointed to coDect the same and these Deponents 
fj^her Jointly and severally ray that to the best of r es pective 

Knowledge information and belief the Land which hath been so rented 
by these Deponents respectively and also other parcels of Land m the 
neighbourhood thereof is stiU the exclusive property of the said Com- 
•'plamant and that these Deponents or any or either of them to the 
knowledge of the other or the others of Uiem have or hath net been 
Informed by any person or persons and do or doth not believe that the 
said Land or any part or parts thereof have or hath been sold or in 
any manner conveyed tq any person or persons by the Complainant 
and that they these Deponents or any or either of them to the know 
ledge or belief of the other or the others of them have or hath not 
received any notice of any such iJe or transfer or that the rents payable 
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by these Deponents respectively are or is to be m future paid to' any 
person or persons other than tgi the said Complainant or to his servants 
heretofore 

X his mark 
V his mark 
X his mark 
Explained by me 
'i ( (Sd) W D Smith 

MODDUN CAMAR and FALARAM CAMAR late respec- > 
tively of Nangulparah in the Zillah of Hooghly but at present 
of Similea in the Town of Calcutta jointly and severally make 
Oath and say that on the thirteenth day of Bhadcor last 
corresponding as these Deponents have been informed and 
believe with the fourteenth day of September instant the family 
of the Complainant in this cause was living and residing in his 
the Complainants share of a certain family House situate at Nangulparah 
aforesaid and that they these Deponents have long lived in he neigh- 
bourhood cf the said family House of the said Complainant and did 
daily see the Family of the Complainant until the said thirteenth day of 
Bhaddur aforesaid living on and in the full possession of the said House 
and certain Tanks and of a Garden adjoining and belonging thereto and 
these Deponents further say that by the directions of Doorga Debee the 
mother of the said Complainant and of one Juggomohun Pundit who is 
the Gomastah of the said Complainant these Deponents did on the 
fifteenth and twenty eighth day of Bhaddur last cut down two mangoe 
trees which had theretofore grown on parts of the ground belonging 
to the said house of the said Complainant at Nangulparah aforesaid and 
which said mangoe trees were so’ cut for the x x x 

and these Deponents severally believe and that the said Complainant is 
still possessed of and entitled unto his share of the family House garden 
and ground af Naneulnarah m the same manner as he hath been 
possessed thereof since the death of his Father Juggomohun Roy 
Sworn this 23rd day of ^ (Sd) ^ his mark 

September 1819— Before I (Sd) ^*51^ X his mark 

me I ELxpd by me 

(Sd ) F Macnagten J (Sd ) W D Smith 

LAL CHUND SIRCAR lately of Kishenagore in the Zillah Hooghly 
and at present of Dingah bungah in the Town of Calcutta Maketh Oath 
and saith that he this Deponent was in the service of Juggomohun Roy 


Sworn this 23rd day 
of September 1819 
Before me 
(Sd) F Macnaghten 


(Sd) 

(Sd) 

(Sd) 
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the father of Govmdpcraaud Roy the G>roplainant ab<?veiuimed and after 
the deccaac of the aajd Juggemohun Roy m the aervice of the eaid Con>- 
plamant a« aMohunr or wnter from the year one thousand two hundred 
and sixteen to the year one thousand two hundred and twenty two 
Bengal style this corresponding with as this Deponent beheves with a 
period of fame between the year of Chnst one thousand eight hundred 
and nm^ and the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen and this 
Deponent further saith that during the said period he this Deponent had 
opportunity of being personally and particularly acquainted with the 
concerns of the stud Juggomohua Roy during his hfe time and after 
his death with the concerns of the said Complainant until the period of 
time herein last menhened and this Deponent further sarih that un 
mediately after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy the said Com- 
plainant mhented and possessed certain Arniah and other Lands 
situsted at Kabolpore Kiahenagore and m other villages belonging to 
the ZiIlaK of Hooghly m the Province of Bengal the clear a nn u al rent 
or profits whereof amounted to the sum, of Sicca Rupees one thousand 
two hundred and that while this Deponent continued in the service of 
the said Complainant the clear annual rent of such Lands which were 
received by the said Complamant were not at any tune less than the 
sum of Sicca Rupees one thousand two hundred and this Deponent 
further saith that one Jugbundhoo Pundit an Inhabitant of Radhanagore 
m the neighbourhood of Kissenagore which is the place where this 
Deponent and his family usually reside hath been employed by the said 
Complainant during two years now last past to collccl for and on account 
of the said Complainant the rents and profits due and payable tq the 
said Complainant on account of the Land# hereinbefore mentioned and 
this Deponent further positively saith that the said Jugbundhoo did 
continue to be employed by the said Complainant m collecting such rents 
and profits of such lands and m the name of the said Complainant until 
ihf twenty second day of Bhadoor last corresponding as this Deponent 
believes to the sixth of September Instant when he this Deponent left 
Kissenagore and ca me to Calcutta And this Deponent further saith that 
on the thirtieth or thirty first dsy of Bhadoor last correspondnig as this 
Deponent believes with the fourteenth and fifteenth of September 
Instant but this Deponent cannot positively say on which of the last 
mentioned day he this Deponent saw the Complainant at his House at 
Kiddcrpore (?) m the ncighbourhcxjd of Calcutta and that the said Com- 
plainant then applied to this Deponent to become the Gomastah or 
manager of hu the said Complainants Aunah Land meaning as this 
Deponent then imderstood and verily believes certain Airoah Lands 
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which to this Deponents knowledge had formerly been in the possession 
of the Complainants said father and afterwards in the possession of the 
said Complainant and which were parts of the Lands hereinbefore men- 
tioned and this Deponet further saith that as well from the conversation 
which this Deponent had with the said Complainant at the time herein 
last mentioned as from the opportunity which this Deponent had of 
conversing and communicating with the said Jugbundhoo Puiylit before 
this Deponent came from Kissenagore to Calcutta at the time herein- 
before on that behalf mentioned and also form this Deponent being 
personally acquainted "With the lands hereinbefore mentioned and with 
many of the tenants who from time to time have paid rent to the Com- 
plainant therefor and whose names have been entered by this Deponent 
in the Books and accounts of the Complainants said father during his 
hfe time and afterwards in the Books and accounts of the said Com- 
plainant This Deponent verily believes that the said Complainant is 
still in possession of the Aimah and other lands which he so inherited 
and possessed after his Father’s death as hereinbefore mentioned And 
this Deponent further saith that the said Complmnant after the death of 
his said father took or kept possession of one half part or share of a 
certain Brick built house at Nangulparah m which his said father had 
theretofore dwelt and resided and of a Garden and Ground thereunto 
belonging and that such last mentioned House Garden and Ground are 
in the neighbourhood of this Deponents said residence at Kissenagore 
and this Deponent further saith that the family of the said Complainant 
discontinue to reside in the smd last mentioned share of the said house 
when this Deponent left Kissenagore on the said twenty second day 
of Bhadore as hereinbefore mentioned and this Deponent further saith 
that he is well acquainted with the prices of labour matenal at and m 
the neighbourhood of Nangulparah aforesaid and that the Complainants 
Ground share of the House hereinbefore mentioned and of the Garden 
and Ground appertaining thereto is at least of the value of four thousand 
Sicca Rupees 

Sworn this 23rd day > (Sd) 

of September 1819 I Expd by me 

Before me T (Sd ) W D Smith 

(Sd ) F Macnaghten J 
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Court • Ordtri 

George the Third by the Groce of 
God of the United Kmgdom of Great 
Britain and Irciand King Defender of 
the Faith and ao forth 
Vacation after 3d Term 1819 

Govindpcroaud Roy only son heir Upon Reading a Petition of the 
and legal personal Representabve Defendant m this Cause four 
of Juggomohun Roy Deceased * several Certificates of the Ex 
Agamst onuner of this Court and oflice 

Rammohun Roy copies of an order of this Court 

made m this cause on the fourteenth day of September instant and of a 
Pehhon of tbe Complainant m this Cause and of the consent of Mr 
William Smith Attorney for tbe said Complainant thereunder written 
and of an afGdavit of tbe said Complainant Gc>vmdpersaDd Roy svrom 
the twenty fourth day of August last and of an order under the hand of 
the Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice and of 
the Reports of Charles George Strettell therem vmtten and of an order 
of this Court made m this cause on the twenty second day of September 
mstant and an Affidavit of Rammobun Roy sworn tbis twenty third day 
of September one thousand eight hundred and nineteen another Affidavit 
of Dookeram Mukerjee also sworn this twenty third day of September 
instant another joint and several Affidavit of Ramsoonder Ghoso Ram 
picrsaud Mundell and Bosoodeb Ghose also sworn this twenty third day 
of September instant another joint end several Affidavit of Muddun 
Caraar and Palaram Camar also sworn this twenty third day of September" 
mstant and another affidavit of Lalchund Sircar also sworn this twenty 
thud day of September one thousand cisJit himdred end nineteen all 
filed this day IT IS ORDEHEX) that the said order eo> obtained by tbe 
sat^ Complamanl for leave to carry on this suit mforma Paopens and 
the said order made in this cause on the twenty second day of September 
instant to enlarge Pme for pubbcstion be discharged with costs unless 
the said Complainant upon nobce of this order to be given to hts 
Attorney shall on Saturday next the twenty fifth day of September instant 
shew good and sufficient cause to the contrary UF'ON the mobon of 
Mr Compton advocate for the said Defendant 

^V1TNESS SIR EDWARD HYDE EAST KNIGHT CHIET' 
JUSTICE at Fort \^^inam aforesaid the twenty third day of September 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nmctcen 

Turner Atly 


(Sd ) D Hemmg Regr 
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130. Petition of Rammoliun Roy for making the Order nisi obtained by 
him absolute. With Court’s Order (6, October, 1819) 

To 

Tlie Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight ChieJP Justice and his 
Companions Justices of the said Supreme Court 

The humble petition of the 
abovenamed Defendant 

Sheweth 

That your Petitioner on the twenty third day of September instant 
obtained an Order nisi from this Honorable Court why the Order obtain- 
ed by the said Complainant for leave to carry on this suit informa 
Pauperis and the Order obtained on the twenty second day of September 
instant to enlarge time to pass publication should not be discharged 
with costs That true copies of the said Orders were duly served on the 
Complainants Attorney as by affidavit cf service of the same hereunto 
annexed and marked with the Letters A and B appear. 

Year Petitioner therefore most 
humbly prays your Lordships will be 
pleased to Order that the said Order 
nisi be made absolute and that the 
Complainant do pay to your Peti- 
tioner the costs of opposing the said 
Rule to enlarge publication as well 
as to dispauper the said Com- 
plainant 

And your Petitioner shall ever pray 

(Sd ) H Compton 


6 October 1819 
(Sd) EH East 
Be It so 

John Turner 
Petitioners Attorney 


Court’s Order: 

George the third by the Grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland King Defender 
of the faith & so forth 


Vacation after 3d Term 1819 


Govindpersaud Roy only son 
heir and legal personal Re- 
presentative of Juggomohun 
Roy Deceased 

Against 

Rammohun Roy 


Upon Reading a Petition of the 
Defendant in this cause an order 
of this court made in this cause on 
*1 the twenty third day of September 
last and an affidavit of Muddem- 


J mohun Doss sworn this sixth day of 


October one thousand eight hundred and nineteen of the due service 
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thereof another order of this court made in this cauae on the twenty 
second day of September last and another afSdavit of Gorachand Doss 
also sworn this sixth day of October one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen of the due service thereof all filed this diiy and no cause being 
shewn to the contrary IT IS ORDERED that the order to obtained by 
the Complainant m thtg cause for leave to carry on this suit mfonna 
Paupens find the order made m this cause on the twenty second day 
of September last past to enlarge time for pubheabon be and the same 
are hereby Discharged with costs and also IT IS further ORDERED that 
the said G^mplamant do pay to the said Defendant the costs of oppos 
mg the order msi tot enlarge pubheabon as well as the costs of the 
applicabon to dispauper the said Complainant UPON the Motion of 
Mr Compton Advocate for the said Defendant. 

WITNESS SIR EDWARD HYDE EAST KNIGHT CHIEF 
JUSTICE at Fort William aforesaid the Sixth day of October m the 
year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and nineteen 

Turner Atty (Sd ) D Hemmg 

Regr 


131 Deores of Tenth Day or OeeetnMr isio (F[lsd 17 Janusryi 1Bio> 
The Honorable Str Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Jusbcc 


The 

The 


Str Francis Macnaghten Knight 
Str Antony BuUcr Knight 


Jusbccs 


Fnday the Tenth day of December 
m the Sixbeth year of the Reign of 
His Majesty King George thg Third 
and in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen 
Between Covindpersaud Roy only 
son hen and legal jjersonal repre- 
sentative of Juggomohun Roy de- 
ceased complainant and Ram 
mohun Roy Defendant 

This Cause coming on this day to bo heard and debated before the 
Court m the presence of Counsel learned for the Defendant and no 
person appearing for the Complainant the substance of the Complainants 
Bin which was filed on the twenty third day of June m the year of our 
Lord One thoujnnd eight hundred end seventeen nppeored to be Thnt 
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the complainant Govindpersaud Roy of Calcutta Inhabitant an Hindoo 
only son heir and legal personal Representative of Juggomohun Roy 
deceased that Ramcaunt Roy the Grandfather of the complainant who* 
was also' an Hindoo and resided in his life time at Nangurparrah Kissena- 
gor in the Pergunnah of Bograh in the District of Burdwan in the pro- 
vince of Bengal had in his life time three Wives by the eldest of whom 
named Subboodorah Daby long since dead the said Ramcaunt Roy had 
no children but by his second wife named Tarryney Daby he had two 
sons namely Juggomohun Roy the complainants said father h^s eldest 
son Rammohun Roy the Defendant hereinafter named who is an In- 
habitant of Calcutta and a person therefore subject to the junsdiction 
of this Honorable Court his second son x Ramcaunt Roy 

had by his third and youngest wife named Rammoney Daby one son 
called Ramlochun Roy who was the third and youngest among his sons 
That the said Ramcaunt Roy was m his life time seized and possessed of 
a considerable Estate immoveable and moveable or real and personal 
and that on or about the nineteenth day of Agran in the Bengal year 
Twelve hundred and three answering to the first day of December in 
the year of Christ one thousand seven hundred and ninety six the said 
Ramcaunt Roy did by a certain Instrument in writing m the Bengal 
Language and Character a true translation of which is hereunto annexed 
marked with the letter A divide and allot among his three sons the said 
Juggomohun Roy Rammohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy a certain part and 
his immoveable or real Estate as mentioned m the said Instrument m wnt- 
ing and of which shares so respechvely Allotted the said Juggomohun Roy 
Rammohun Roy and Ramlochun Roy respectively took possession imder 
and by virtue of the said Instrument of Partition That the said Ram- 
lochun Roy separated himself from the said family and Went and lived 
apart and divided from the said family but that the said Ramcaunt Roy 
and his said two sons Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy immediately 
or shortly after the said Partition reunited and lived together as an Hindoo 
family and became again and were joint and undivided in food property 
and in all other respects until the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy which 
happened on or about the month of Joystee in the Bengal year twelve 
hundred and ten answering to the month of May and June in the year 
of Chnst one thousand eight hundred and three and that the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy continued to live together and to form an undivided Hindoo 
family from the death of the send Ramcaunt Roy until the death of the 
said Juggomohun Roy which happened m or about the month of Choit 
in the Bengal year twelve hundred and eighteen answering to parts of 
the months of March and April in the year of Chnst one thousand eight 
32 
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hundred and twelve the said Juggomohun Roy leaving him surviving 
the complainant his only son heir and legal personal representative and 
as such according to the Laws Usages and Customs of the Hindoos 
entitled to the whole of his Estate immoveable and moveable or real 
and personal That after the making of the Partition and allotment here- 
mbefore menbcned the said Ramcaunt Roy Purchased with the joint 
momea and funds of himself ®nd the said Juggomohun Roy and Ram- 
mohun Roy but m the name of a confidential servant named Gungadhur 
Chose but for the joint henefit of himself and the said Juggomohun Roy 
and Rammohun Roy a certain Talook called or known by the name of 
Govindpore situate and being in the Peigimnah of Jahanabad m the 
ZiBah of Burdwan aforesaid and m the name of his nephew one Ranv 
lonoo Roy but also with the said jomt monies and for the joint benefit 
of himaelf and the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy a certain 
Talook called or known by the name of Rammesserpore situate 
and being m the Pergunnah of Chundcrconnah m the same Zi U ah That 
having so purchased the said two several Talooks at a Pubhc Sale of 
Government sold for arrears of Revenue in the names of the said 
Gungadhur Ghose and Ramtonoo Roy he caused the said Gungadhur 
Chose and Ramtonoo Roy to Execute BiBs of Sale thereof to the said 
Rammohun Roy but in trust for and for the jomt benefit of himself the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun 
Roy jointly and also caused the said two several Talooks to be trans- 
fcired m the Books of the said CoDeclor mto the name of the said Ram- 
mohun Roy That the said Rammohun Roy having purchased m manner 
hereinbefore mentioned the said twt> several Talooks called Govmd 
pore and Rammesserpore he the aaid Ramcaunt Roy caused Bills of 
Sale thereof to be executed by the said Rammohun Roy to one Rajib 
lochim Roy and that the said two several Talooks were transferred in 
the Books of the Collector of Burdwan mto the name of the said Rajib- 
lochun Roy the said two several last menboned conveyances and trans- 
fers were successively made by the direcbons of the said Rnmcaimt Roy 
and m trust for himself and the said Juggomohun Roy Raramohim 
Roy as aforesaid That the said two several Talooks called Govmd 
pore and Rammesserpere were not continued to be the jomt property of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun 
Roy from the time of the purchase thereof at the Government Sale as 
aforesaid the said Ramcaunt Roy leaving hnn surviving two widows 
named Tarrcney Daby and Rammoncy Daby who are still ahve but are 
not Inhabitant nor it either of them an Inhabitant of Calcutta or m any 
manner subject to the junsdicbon of this Honorable Court his said three 
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sons the said JuggomoJiun Roy the Complainants said father the said 
Rammohun Roy and the said Ramlochun Roy never having reverted with 
the said family was not entitled to any part of the said Joint Estate but 
that the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy became and were 
at the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy entitled to the whole of the Estate 
immoveable and moveable ct real and personal of which the said 
Ramcaunt Roy was so jointly with themj seized possessed of or entitled 
toi at the time/ of his death as aforesaid including the said two several 
Talooks of Govindpore and Rammesserpore those held in th% name 
of the said Rajiblochun Roy in trust as aforesaid That the said Ram- 
lochun Roy the third and youngest son of the said Ramcaunt Roy died 
in or about the month of Pous m the Bengal year twelve hundred and 
sixteen answering to parts of the months of December in the year of 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and nine and of January m the year 
of Christ one thousand eight hundred and ten the said Ramlochun Roy 
leaving him surviving a widow named Lubungoluttah Daby and one son 
only named Hurgovmd Roy his sole heir and legal personal Representa- 
tives and that the said Hurgovmd Roy died in or about the month of 
Bhadur in the Bengal year twelve hundred and tv/enty one answering to 
parts of the month of August and September m the year of Christ one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen leaving no issue him surviving but 
leaving a widow named Hurso'ondery Daby and his said mother named 
Lubbungolottah Daby and the said Hursoondery Daby and Lubbungo- 
lattah Daby are not Inhabitants nor is either of them an Inhabitant of 
Calcutta or in any manner subject toi the Jurisdiction of the Honorable 
Court That upon the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggomo- 
hun Roy and Rammohun Roy became and were jointly of the whole of 
the said ELstate immoveable or real and moveable or personal the said 
immoveable or real Elstate comprising amongst other Particulars the 
said Talooks pf Govindpore and Rammesserpore the said twoi Talooks 
yielding together after payment of the Revenue to Government an 
Annual mcomo or profit tq the Zemindar of fifteen thousand Rupees or 
thereabouts That shortly after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy caused the said two 
several Talooks to be transferred in the Books of the said Collector into 
the name of one Gooroo Doss Muckerjee a Grandson by a Daughter of 
' the said Ramcaunt Roy m trust for the joint use and benefit of the said 
Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy That the said Ramcaunt Roy 
had lent out of the said joint funds large sums of money to different per- 
sons which remained due and owing at the time of his death and that the 
said Rammohun Roy after the death of the gaid Ramcaunt Roy re- 
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covered and got m •evermi of such debt* and tbat m particiilar the *aid 
Rammohun Roy received payment from the Honorable Andrew Ramsay 
Commercial Resident at Jungepore of a debt due by the said Andrew 
Ramsay for momes which had been lent and advanced to him by the 
said Ramcaunt Roy out of the said joint fund amounting to Sicca Rupees 
eleven thousand besides Interest and also of another debt in like m anner 
due by Tbomas Woodford formerjy Actmg Collector of Dacca Amoimt 
mg to Sicca Rupee* sue thousand besides Interest That after the death 
of the s^d Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggomohun Roy and Rnmmohim 
Roy purchased out of then joint funds the Lands and Talooks herem 
after menbemed (that is to say) a certam Putteney Talook called Kisse 
nagore situate m the Pergunnah Jahanbad m tbc ZiDah of Burdwan 
aforesaid purchased m the name of the said Rajiblochun Roy but m 
trust for the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy which said 
last menboned Talook is of the value of Sicca Rupees forty thousand 
or thereabouts a certain other Putteney Talook called Burlook situate 
m Pergunnah Jahanabad and Titlab of Burdwan aforesaid which was 
also purchased m the name of the said Rajiblochun Roy m trust for the 
said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy and which said last menbon' 
ed Talooks is of the value of Sicca Rupees sixty thousand or thereabouts 
a certam other Putteney Talook called Nangulpairah situate m the 
Pergunnah Bograh m the ZiUah of Burdwan aforesaid which was 
purchased m the name of the said Ramlochun Roy the third son of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy m trust of the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohim 
Roy That the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy laid out con 
siderable sums of money belonging to the said jomt funds m the makmg 
a certam piece of Ground into a Garden which belonged to the 
said Joint E s t a t e consisting of sixteen Biggahs of Ground or thereabouts 
situate at Rogoonauthpore m Pergunnah Jahanabad m the 7illnK of 
Burdwan aforesaid and in the construefang a certam house thereon and 
which said House and Garden are now of the value of Sicca Rupees 
f nme thousand or thereabouts That the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Rammohim Roy also purchased several pieces or parcels of Rent free 
or Bremutter Ground situate at Kisenagore aiid m the Pergunnah 
Jahanabad m the Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid contammg about three 
hundred Biggahs and of the value of Sicca Rupees six thousand or 
thereabouts together with a certain other Putteney Talook called Seram 
pore m Pergunnah Boorsut in the 7->nw}i of Burdwan aforesaid of the 
value of Sicca Rupees five thousand or thereabouts That the said 
Juggomohim Roy and Rammohim Roy were in the life bme of the 
wid Juggomohun Roy seized and possessed to them ond then heirs 
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for ever as Tenants m common according to the Laws and Usages of 
the Hindoos as well of and m the said several lands Talooks and pre- 
mises which had been so purchased by them out of their Joint funds 
as aforesaid as of and in the said two several Talooks called Govindpore 
and Rammesserpore in the Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid which had been 
so purchased in the life time of the said Ramcaunt Roy as aforesaid 
That the said Juggomohun Roy and Rammohun Roy by the profits of 
the said Talooks and otherwise greatly increased their joint personal 
Estate and that the same at the death of the said Juggomohun Roy 
which happened as aforesaid amounted to five Lacks of Sicca Rupees 
Or some other very great amount including the sum of Sicca Rupees in 
ready money of all which perscnal Estate consisting of ready money 
as aforesaid Public Securities of Government of Bengal Securities of 
Individuals Jewels gold and silver ornaments and plates househould 
furniture and other effects the said Rammohun Roy possessed hiiriiself 
as well as of all and singular the said Joint immoveable or real E,state 
m trust for himself and the Complainant who was then an Infant of 
the age of Fifteen years or thereabouts and the said Rammohun Roy 
also possessed himself and has since kept and is still in possession of all 
the Pottahs title Deeds mumments Books accounts and papers belonging 
to the said Eistate immoveable or real and moveable or personal That 
the said Rammohun Roy shortly after the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy purchased -with the joint funds of the complainant and he the said 
Rammohun Roy and for their joint use and benefit a certain Upper- 
roomed House and Ground thereunto belonging situate at Chowrin- 
ghee in the Town of Calcutta of the value of Sicca Rupees Twenty 
thousand or thereabouts and also an upperroomed Garden House situate 
at Simlah in the Town of Calcutta of the value of Sicca Rupees thirteen 
thousEuid or thereabouts That after the death of the said Juggomohun 
Roy the complainant continued to live with the said Rammohun Roy as 
an undivided Hindoo family at the family house at Nangulparrah in the 
Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid until the sixteenth day of Maug in th§ 
Bengal year twelve hundred and twenty three answering to 
parts of the month of January and February in the year of Christ one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen That at or about the time last 
ciforesaid the Complainant discovered that the said Rammohun Roy 
was seeking to injure and defraud the Complainant and to deprive him 
of his joint rights to his one moiety or half of the said joint Estate and 
that with that view the said Rammohun Roy had applied to and obtain- 
ed from the said Gooroodas Muckerjee a Bill of Sale or Conveyance 
of the said Talooks gf Govindpore and Rammesserpore and had got the 
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gf iTTtf. transfened into his ovm name m the Books of the said Collector 
of ZiUah of Burdwan That having discovered that the said Rammohun 
Roy waa also seeking to defraud the Coraplamant of his share of the 
said jomt personal Estate the complainant apphed to the said Rammohun 
Roy to come to a Partibon with the Complainant of the said joint immo- 
veable or Real Estate and also to come to an account with the complam 
ant touching the said joint moveable or personal Estate and to pay to 
the complainant what upon such account being taken shall be found 
justly due &d owmg f rom hrm to the complainant m respect thereof 
with which reasonable apphcations the complamant well hoped that 
the said Rammohun Roy would have comphed as m Justice and Equity 
he ought to have done That the said Rammohun Roy may set forth 
a full true and particular account and description of the said real 
Elstate and of the value thereof and of every part thereof and also a 
full true and particular Account of the said personal Estate as the same 
was at the time of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy and as the 
sanse now u and of what hath come to the hands possession or power 
of the said Rammohun Roy or of any other person or persons to his 
use and that the complainant may be declared entitled to one full and 
equal moiety or half of the said Jomt Estate immoveable or Real and 
moveable or Personal and that the said Rammohun Roy may be de- 
creed to come to a Pamtioa with the Complamant of the said Jomt 
immoveable or Real Estate and to an Account with him touchmg the 
said Jomt persona] Estate and the Rents and Profits of the said Jomt 
immoveable or Real Estate come to his hands possession, qr power or to 
the hands possession or power of any other person qr persons to his 
Use and to pay to the complainant whatever upon such Account bemg 
taken shall bo found due and ovnng from the said Rammohun Roy to 
the complainant hereby ctfeimg to pay to the said Rammohun Roy 
whatever sums of money (if any) shall upon such Account 
bemg taken be found due and owing from the Complainant 
to the said Rammohun Roy and that one or mote Commission or Com 
missions of Partition may issue out of and under the seal of this Honour 
able Court for the purpose of makmg such Partition of the immove 
able or Real Estate as aforesaid and that one full and equal rnolety or 
hslf part thereof may be allowed to the Complainant to be held by him 
and his heirs m severalty and that bB proper parties may be decreed to 
j^n in making a good title to each other the shares of the said Estate to 
he ^owed under the said Commission of Partition as aforesaid and that 
an Pollah title deed, mununent. Book. accounU and papers Relating 
to t c sai Ic immoveable or Rea] and moveahio qt personal may 
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be brought in and deposited for safe custody with the pioper officer of 
this Honourable Court and for General Relief Is the Bill whereto 
the Counsel for the Defendant Rammohun Roy by his answer which 
was filed the Fourth day of October one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen stated That altho the Complainant may be yet this Defen- 
dant does not know that he is a Hindoo Inhabitant of Calcutta That 
Ramcaunt Roy the Grandfather of the said Complainant was in his 
life time a Hindoo and resided for sometime at Nungoolparah in the 
Pergunnah of Boyarah in the District of Burdwan m the 't^rovince of 
Bengal and afterwards at Burdwan and in other places and that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy m his life time had three Wives by the Eldest of 
whom named Subocdoorah Daby long since dead the said Ramcaunt 
Roy had no children That the said Ramcaunt Roy by his second wife 
named Tarreney Daby had two sons namely Juggomohun Roy the 
Complainants father who was the Eldest son of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
and this Defendant who admits himself to be an Inhabitant of Calcutta 
and a person therefore subject to the Jurisdiction of this Honourable 
Court That he admits that the said Ramcaunt Roy by his third or 
youngest wfe named Rammoney Daby had one son called Ramlochun 
Roy the third and youngest son of the said Ramcaunt Roy That the 
said Ramcaunt Roy being in his life time seized and possessed of a 
considerable Elstate immoveable and moveable or Real and personal 
on or about the time in the Complainants Bill of Complaint m that 
behalf mentioned did by a certain Instrument in the Bengal Language 
and Character a true translation of which is as this Defendant believes 
annexed to the Complainants said Bill marked with the Letter A and 
which smd Instrument was publickly executed by the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and duly Registered by the Kazee of Kissenagpre in the Province 
of Bengal a Public office in that behalf duly authorized divide and allot 
among his three sons the said Juggomohun Roy this Defendant and the 
said Ramlochun Roy the greater part of the imimoveable or Real Estate 
of him the said Ramcaunt Roy as mentioned m the said Instrument iji 
\IFnting of which shares so respectively allotted the said Juggomohun 
Roy Ramlochun Roy and the Defendant Respectively took possession 
under and by virtue of the said Instrument of Partition and that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy continued to possess so much of his Estate immove- 
able and moveable Respectively as was not allotted to his said sons 
m and by the said instrument in writing That the said Ramlochun Roy 
shortly after the said Partition separated himself from the other members 
of his said Father family and together with his said mother the said 
Rammoney Daby proceeded from the Family House in which the said 
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Rjunlgdiim Roy and hia mother had pTeviou»ly Resided at Nungoor 
parah to a house and Premises at Radanagore to a certain share of 
which the said Ramlochun Roy become entitled imder the said Instni 
mcnt of Partition and which had previously belonged to his Father the 
ssM Ramcaunt Roy and that thp said Ramlochtm Roy afterwards con 
turned to reside principally at the place last mentioned imtil the pcnod 
of his death which happened about the tune in the Complainants BiD 
m that behalf mentioned That he denies that immediately or shortly or 
at any tiine**after thg said Partition the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun 
Roy and thm I>efendant reunited or hved together as a Hindoo family 
or become agam and were joint and undivided in food property and in 
all other Respects until the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy That the 
said Ramcaunt Roy Departed this life on or about the month of Joystce 
m the Bengal year one thousand two hnndred and ten answering to 
parts of the n»nths of Msy and June m the year of Qmst one thousand 
eight hundred and three and so departed thi^ life m a certam house at 
Burdwan which m the said Instrument of Partition is described as the 
Burdwan Lodging Houses and which had thereby been Reserved by 
him the said Ramcaunt Roy for his own use leaving him surviving his 
said three sons Juggomobun Roy Ramlochim Roy and this Defendant 
and also leaving him surviymg his said three Widows namely Suhbo> 
doorah Daby who is now dead and Tenrcney E>aby and Rammoney 
Daby who are stiD Respectively being That he admits that the said 
Tarreney Daby and Rammoney Daby are not Inhabitants and that 
neither of them is an Inhabitant of Calcutta or in any mfanner as this 
Defendant believes to the Junsdicbon of this Honourable Court denies 
that from the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy untj the tune of the death 
of the said Juggomohun Roy or at any bmgi or times subsequent to the 
date of the aforesaid mihrument of Partition the aaid Juggomohun Roy 
and this Defendant either lived or contmued to live together ox to form 
an undivided Hmdoo family as staled in the Complainants Bill of Cbm 
Iilamt That altho the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant under 
and in virtue of the aforesa i d instrument of Partition and in the manner 
therein specified were joint owners of the house at Nangoerparrah and 
so long as the said Juggomohun Roy was inabled to contribute his share 
did E.qually out cf iheir Respecbvc funds defray the Expenses of their 
said mother Tarreney Daby and of the said Sooboodorah Daby durmg 
her life tune who after the aaid Partition Respectively continued to 
Reside m the last mentioned house and that although this Defendant and 
the said Juggomohun Roy from the bme of the said Partmon untfl about 
the year of Omit one thousand eight hundred and one when the said 
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Juggomohun Roy become so much embarrassed in his Circumstanced 
that he could not contribute to the support of his said mother did from 
their Respective and Several earnings profits or funds equally defray 
the Expence of providing food for the families of this defendant and of 
the said Juggomohun Roy who were under the supenntendance and 
Management of their said mother Tarreney Daby in the said House at 
Nungoorparah under like manner paid the Expence of all Religious 
Ceremonies which were performed by or under the direction of the 
said Tarreney Daby Yet this Defendant saith that the said Juggomohun 
Roy and this Defendant were in all other Respects unconnected with 
each other and that the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant had 
separate and distinct servants and Establishments of the service accom- 
odation and convenience of each other and of their Respective Families 
and were not supported or maintained out of any common stock or 
fund and that the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant during the 
period herein last mentioned Respectively paid their equal shares or 
proportions of the expences of the said Tarreney Daby and also of the 
said Suboodoorah Daby during her life time and also of supplying the 
food and perfornrung the ceremonies as aforesaid from and out of the 
income or profits Received or Realized by the said Juggomohun Roy and 
by this Defendant Respectively as aforesaid into the hands of certain 
Sircars otr servants employed and paid by the said Tarreney Daby when 
and as often as this Defendant and the said Juggomohun Roy during 
the period last mentioned were Respectively Required to pay the sam® 
and that this Defendant and the said Juggomohun Roy did not at any 
time Eifter the said Partition otherwise than as eiforesaid Jomtly contri- 
bute to defray the Expences of themselves or of their mother or of the 
said Suboodoorah Daby or of the Families of the said Juggomohun Roy 
and of this Defendant or of any or either of them admits that the said 
Juggomohun Roy departed this life in or about the month of Choit in 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and eighteen answering as 
this Defendant believes to parts of the months of March and April 
m the year of Christ one thousand eight hundred and twelve leaving 
him surviving the complainant his only son heir and legal personal 
Representative and as such according to the Laws usages and Customs 
of the Hindoos entitled to the whole of the Estate immoveable and 
moveable or Real and Personal which were or was of the said Juggo- 
ipohun Roy at the time of his death denies that after the making of 
the Partition and allotment before mentioned the said Ramcaunt Roy 
with the joint monies and funds of himself and of the said Juggomohun 
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Roy and tBia Defendant either m the name of Gungadiiur Gho«e n con 
fidenha] aervant or m the name of any other person either for the Joint 
benefit of him»eJf of the said Jtiggoraohun Roy and of thw Defendant 
otherwiae piirchased a certaon Talook called or known by the name 
of Govmdporc eittiale and being m the Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the 
7m«ih of Burdwan denies that Ae said Ramcaunt Roy either m the 
name of hiS Nephew one Ramtonoo Roy or m the name of any other 
person pt^^chased either with the Joint monies of him the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and of the said Juggomohun Roy and this De/tendant or otherwise 
oTthej- fer the jomt henefit of hun the said Ramcaimt Roy and of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant or otherwise a certain other 
Talook caDed or known by the name of Rammesserpore situate and 
bemg m the Pergunnah of Chundcrccsinah m the Zillah last mentioned 
denies that the said Ramcaunt f^oy havmg so purchased tha said Two 
sevcrsl Talooks to a Public Sale of Government m the names of the 
said Gungadhur Chose and Ramtonoo Roy or otherwise caused the 
said Gungadhur Ghos^ and Ramtoncx> Roy to execute Bills of Sole 
thereof to this Defendant either m trust or for the joint benefit of himself 
the said Ramcaunt Roy and of the said Juggomohun Roy and 
Defendant or in any other manner denies the said Ramcaunt Roy 
caused the said Two several Talooks to be transferred m the Books of 
the Coilector of Burdwau or in any Books of any other Collector mto 
the name of this Defendant denies that the said Ramcaunt Roy having 
purchased ui the Bill m that behalf mentioned or otherwise the said 
two several Talooks called Govindpore and Rammesserpore caused 
BflJs of Sole thereof to be Executed by iKi* Defendant to one Rajib- 
lochun Roy or to any other person or that the said Romcaujit Roy 
caused the said two several Talooks to be transferred m the Books of 
the CoDector of Burdwan into the name of the said Rajiblochun Roy 
or that the several Conveyances or Transfers of the said T^ocks m the 
Complainants Bill m thsLt behalf mentioned or any or either of them or 
' any other Conveyances or Transfer of the said Talooks were or was 
made by the directions of the said Ramcaunt Roy or m trust for himself 
and for the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant as m the Complain- 
ants Bill IS untruly alleged TTiat about two years and a half after the 
Partition in the Bill hereinbefore mentioned after the family of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy had become divided as aforesaid he this Defen 
danl with the proper monies of this Defendant purchased for his own 
separate and Exclusive use and benefit the icveml Talooks herera 
before mentioned That on or about the thirtieth day of Assur m the 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and pix answering as this Defen 
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dant believes to the month oP July m the year of Christ one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety nine this Defendant purchased the said 
Talook situated and being at Govmdpore from one Gungadhur Ghose 
for the pnce or sum of Sicca Rupees three thousand and one hundred 
and that on the same day and year last mentioned this Defendant also 
purchased the said Talook situate and being at Ramme^serpore from 
one Ramtonoo' Roy for the price or sum of Sicca Rupees one thousand 
two hundred and fifty That after\vards and some time m or about the 
year of Christ one thousand and eight hundred this Defendant '^vas about 
to proceed toi Patna Benares and to other Provinces Remove from 
Calcutta and considering the uncertainty of life and having at that time 
no Child this Defendant was desirous that in that event of his death 
happening during his absence from Calcutta one Gooroodoss Muckerjee 
then an Infant of the age of ten or eleven years and who was the only 
son of this Defendants sister should after this Defendants death 
inhent or become entitled to the said two Talooks of Ram- 


messserpore and Govmdpore and that this Defendant there- 
fore as IS usual amongst Hindoos caused a nominal transfer 
of the said two Talooks to be Executed to the said Rajiblochun Roy who 
was a Confidential friend of this Defendant in trust for the said Gooroo- 
doss Muckerjee and that this Defendant at the same time Received 
from the said Rajiblochun Roy a declaration in writing in the name of 
the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee that the said two Talooks Were held by 
the SEud Rajiblochun Roy in trust for the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee in 
the event of the death of this Defendant during his Intended absence 
from Calcutta denies that any conveyance of the said two Talooks or 
of either of them was made by this Defendant in the manner stated by 
the Complainant in his Bill of Complaint or that any conveyance there- 
of was made other than that hereinbefore mentioned- demes that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or either of them had at 
any time any Right title or interest whatsoever to or in the said last 
mentioned Talooks or to or either of them or any part thereof or that . 
the said Talooks or either of them continued to be the joint property of 
the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun and this Defendant from the time 
of the purchase thereof at the Government Sale as stated m the Complain- 
ants Bill until or at the time of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
as in the Bill is untruly That the said Ramlochun Roy was not nor did 
he become entitled to any part of any Joint Estate upon the death of 
the said Ramicaunt Roy in as much as there was not any Joint Estate 
upon or at the tune of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy That the 
said Ramlochun Roy from the time when he so proceeded to Radanagur 
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u heremWoro menboned did not afteTwnrda Reunite hnn^elf with the 
said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Rcy and thia Defendant or with any 
or with either of them and that the said Raiajaunt Roy tb# Defendant 
and the aaid Juggomohun Roy or any of them from or after the tune 
of the eaid Parbbon did not at any tune during the hfe time of the 
said Ramcaunt Roy Reunite or fonn. an undivided family but that on 
the contrary thereof the said Ramcaunt Roy shortly after the said 
Parbbon proceeded to Reside m the said Lodging House at Burdwan 
which he^ad so Reserved for himself as aforesaid and continued during 
the Remainder of his life time to Reside and hve apart and separate 
from ihiiy Defendant and from the said Juggomohun Roy and that this 
defendant and the said Juggomohun Roy although they occasionally 
occupied porbons of the same bouse and altho their families were under 
the supennlendance and management of the said Taireney Daby as 
aforesaid yet lived and conducted then affairs and concerns separately 
and unconnected with each other and did not at any time after the said 
Parbbon Reunited or Form an undivided Hindoo Family as untruly 
stated in the Complainants BtU That he this Defendant or the said 
Ramlochun Roy to the knowledge or bebef of this Defendant do not 
claim to be entitled to any part of the Estate immoveable and moveable 
or Real and personal gf which the said Ramcaimt Roy was possessed 
or enbtled unto at any bme of bis death but that the said Juggomcdiun 
Roy preferred m certain clanns as the sole hen- of the said Rruncaunt 
Roy before the Zfliah Court of Burdwan and also before the Provmaal 
Court of Appeal of Calcutta in order to obtain possession of certam 
property which had belonged to the said Ramcaunt Roy at the bme of 
his death and that m default of other rlwiTriwnif the said Juggomohun 
Roy was Recognized by th© said Courts Respectively as tbe sole heir to 
the said Ramcaunt Roy That upon the death of the said Ramcaunt 
hoy as this Defendant and also the said Randochun Roy Juggo- 
mohun Roy did as this Defendant believes become enbtled jointly to 
^ the Estate immoveable or Real and moveable or personal which was 
of the said Ramcaunt Roy at th© tnne of his Death denies that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy at the tune of his Death was seized and possessed 
of or otherwise entitled unto any Estate immoveable or moveable jomlly 
wiA this Defendant and th© said Juggotnohim Roy cither at the bnie 
of the death oP the said Ramcaunt Roy or at any hroe afterwards be- 
came or were enbtled unto or at any fame possessed themselves of the 
whole or any Estate immoveable or moveable which had belonged to 
the said Ramcaunt Roy Juggomohun Roy end this Defendant at the 
bme of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy denies that at the bme 
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of the death of the sa\d Ramcaunt Roy or at any time afterwards the 
said Talooks of Govmdpore and Remmesserpore which in the Com- 
plainants Bill of Complaint are alledged to have yielded together after 
pa3rment of the Rvenue to Government an annual income or profit to 
the zemindar of fifteen thousand Rupees or thereabouts were or was 
comprized in the Real or immoveable Estate whereof the said Ramcaunt 
Roy died seized or possessed or that the said TeJooks either of them 
were or was held m the name of Rajiblochun Roy upon the trust un- 
truly stated in the Complainants Bill of Complaint for this »Defendant 
saith that the said Talooks and each of them before at and after the 
death of the said Ramcaunt Roy were or was the Sole and Exclusive 
property of this Defendant as hereinbefore mentioned subject only to 
the conditional transfer hereinbefore in that behalf mentioned denies 
that shortly or at any time after the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant caused the said Two 
Talooks to be transferred in the Books of the said Collector to the 
name of Gooroodoss Muckerjee a Grandson by a Daughter of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy in trust for the joint benefit of the said Juggomohun Roy 
and this Defendant as untruly stated in the Complainants Bill of Com- 
plaint. That some time after this Defendant had conveyed the said 
several Talooks to the said Rajiblochun Roy as hereinbefore in that 
behalf mentioned a son was bom to this Defendant whereupon 
this Defendant gave upon his intenhon of leaving the said 
two Talooks to be enjoyed after his decease by the said 
Gooroodoss Muckerjee But in as much as the said Rajib- 
lochun Roy had done several acts Respecting the said several Talooks 
in the name of the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee he this Defendant did 
cause a transfer of the said Two Talooks to> be made m the Books of 
the said Collector of Burdwan to the name of the said Gooroodoss 
Muckerjee and that shortly after the Return of this Defendant to Calcutta 
and when the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee had attained to the age of 
twenty six years or thereabouts this Defendant Resumed the said several 
Talooks and obtained a Regular conveyance and transfer thereof from 
the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee and in order to compensate the said 
Gooroodoss Muckerjee for the disappointment which he Experienced in 
consequence of the birth of this Defendants said son as aforesaid this 
Defendant did about the same period of time by a deed of Gift Transfer 
to the said Gooroodoss Muckerjee the whole of the Right title and share 
of this Defendant of in and to the said House at Nangurparah in as full 
and ample a manner as the same had been granted and allotted to him 
this'l^efendant by his said Father under the aforesaid Instrument off 
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Partition and wtich fKare of the ®aid last menbcmed House is as this 
Defendant behevea now m the use Possession and occupation of the 
said Gooroodoss Muckerjee That the said Ramlochun Roy daparted 
this hfe at or about the tone m the Complainants B3i m that behalf men 
honed leavmg him siirviving a Widofw named Lubungoluttah Daby and 
an only son named Hurgovmd Roy who as this Defendant is advised 
and beheves was the sole hecr and personal Representabve of the said 
Ramlochun Roy and also leaving hn-p , surviving a Daughter named 
Drubbo Moyee who afterwards roamed one Doorgapersaud Mukerjee 
by whom she has issue male and female now hving and which said 
Drubbo Moyee is now Imng That the said Hurgovmd Roy departed 
this life at or about the tone m the Complainants Bill m that behalf 
mentioned without issue and leaving a Widow named Hursoondiy Daby 
him tarvTvmg admits that the said Lubungaluttah Daby and Hursoondiy 
Daby or either of them are or is not Inhabitants or an Inhabitant of 
Calcutta and that neither of them to the knowledge or belief of this 
Defendant is m any manner subject to the Junsdichon of this Honour 
able Court— demes that the said Ramcaunt Roy m his hfe time at any 
hme subsequent to the date of the said Instrument of Parbhoo lent to 
difierest persons or to any person or persons large or any sums of money 
out of any Joint funds or that any such loans or sums Kemamed due 
and owmg to the said Ramcaimt Roy at the time of his death or that 
this Defendant recovered or got m several or any of such Debts no 
such debts to the knowledgo or behef of this Defendant having at any 
trm** existed Admits that he this Defendant hath amce his Fathers death 
received the Principal and part of this Interest of a sum of about eight 
thousand Sicca Rupees which he this Defendant out of his own funds 
and some years before the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy lent to the 
Honourable Andrew Ramsay formerly Commercial Resident at Junghe- 
pore and this Defendant hath also Recovered and Received the sum of 
five thousand Rupees ox thereabouts with Interest which ho 
this Defendant m the like manner out of his own p r o per momes 
lent to Thomas Woodford Eaqmre formerly acting Collector of 
Dacca but this Defendant positively denies that the eaid Jast men 
honed sums or either of them or any part thereof were or was lent 
to the said Andrew Ramsay and Thomas Woodford Resi>ecfavely either 
by the said Ramcaunt Roy m his hfe hme or out of any jomt fund to 
which the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or either of them 
Were or was m any manner cnbtled denies that after the death of the 
*5'*^ omcaunt Roy the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant pur 
out of any Joint Funds there not having been any such funds 
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after tlie said Partition as aforesaid either in the name of Rajiblochun 
Roy but in trust for themselves or otherwise either a certain Putteney 
Talook called Kissenagore situate in Pergunnah Jahanabad in the 
Zillah of Burdwan of the value of Sicca Rupees forty thousand or 
thereabouts or of any other value or a certain other Putteney Talook 
called Burlook also situate m the said Pergunnah Jahanabad of the 
value of Sicca Rupees sixty thousand or thereabouts or of any other 
value denies that the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant out of 
any Joint Funds or otherwise Purchased in the name of the ^aid Ram- 
lochun Roy but m trust for themselves or in the name of any other 
person the Putteney Talook Nangulparah situate m the Pergunnah of 
Boyrah and Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid That as the truth is that the 
said Juggomohun Roy had not at any time Interest whatsoever in the 
said three last mentioned Talooks or in any qx m either of them and 
that the Funds with which the said last mentioned Three Talooks were 
respectively purchased were the proper and exclusive momes of this 
Defendant That the said Talook of Nungulparah was purchased by 
one Juggomohun Mozumdar for and on account of this Defendant and 
out of the monies of this Defendant in the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and ten from Monickram Dutt and others and that the 
said Talook of Beerlook was somehme in the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and fifteen and that the said Talook called Kissenagore 
was sometime in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and sixteen 
respectively purchased by the said Rajiblochun Roy for and on account 
of this Defendant denies that the said Juggomohun Roy and this 
Defendant laid out considerable or any sums of money belonging to 
any Joint funds as in the Complainants Bill is untruly alledged either 
in making into a Geirden a certain piece of Ground which belonged to 
any Joint Estate situate at Rogoonathpore in the Pergunnah Jahanabad 
and Zillah of Burdwan aforesaid or m the constructmg of a certain 
House thereon for this Defendant positively saith there were no joint 
funds Or Joint Estate in which this Defendant and the said Juggomohum 
Roy were interested after the Partition hereinbefore mentioned That 
he this Defendant at various times by his said agent Juggunauth 
Mozumdar did pay lay out and expend various sums of money out of 
the funds exclusively belonged to this Defendant in making intoi a 
Garden a certain piece of Ground at Rogonathpore aforesaid which was 
the sole and separate property of this Defendant and also building and 
constructing of a certain House in the last mentioned piece of Ground 
so being separate property of this Defendant at Rogoonathpore afore- 
said That the said last mentioned house was not begun to be built 
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until after the death of the paid jugsromohun Roy deniea that the said 
Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant purchased several piecea or 
parcel of Rent free or Bremutter Grounds situjite at Kisscnagore and 
in. the said Pergunnah Jahanabad in the ZiDah of Burdvran aforesaid 
containing about three hundred biggahs or any other quantity of the 
value of Sicca Rupees six thousand or of any other value— derues that 
the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant purchased a certain 
other Putteney Talook called Serampore m Pergunnah Boorsut in the 
7 iI1bTi of tfurdwan aforesaid of the value of Sicca Rupees five thousand 
or thereabouts or of any other value — That as the truth u that the said 
Juggoraohim Roy had not at any tune any interest whatsoever in the 
last menhoned Talook and that the same was purchased by the said 
Juggemauth Mortimdar m his own name but with the proper money 
and for and on the account of this Defendant Elxdusively from one 
Ramdhone Qiatterjee for the pnce or sum of Sicca Rupees seven 
hundred and twenty five — ^That this Defendant other separately or 
jomdy did not at any tone pirrchase any Bremutter Ground whatsoever 
and that this Defendant hath not at any time heretofore been possessed 
of or entitled to any Bremutter Grotmd except that which was allotted 
to him this Defendant by his father m and by the aforesaid Instrument of 
Partition denies that the siaid Juggomohun Rcy and this Defendant 
in the life time of the said Juggomohim Roy were seized and possessed 
to them and dieir Heirs for ever a# Tenants m common according to 
the laws Talooks and premises which m and by the Complainants said 
Bfll are untruly alledged to have been purchased by the said Juggomohun 
Roy and this Defendant out of their Joint funds or that the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and this Defendant were seized and possessed of the said 
two several Talooks caDed Govmdporo and Rammesserpore m the 7iltah 
of Burdwan aforesaid also untruly alleged to have been purchased during 
the life tune of the said Ramcaunl Roy out of Joint funds— denies that 
the said Juggomohun Roy m hia life tone at any penod suhsequent to 
jhe said Parbtioa was jointly entitled with this Defendant to or had 


any common mterest with this Defendant m any Lands Talooks or 
premises whatsoever except the common mterest which the said 
Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant continued to have m virtue of 
the said Partition m the aforesaid house at Nangoorparah to the jomt 
potsestion of which they were entailed but which they did not m fact 
jointly possess otherwise than as is herembeforc m that behalf men 
tioncd That the said Juggomohun Roy during his life tamo continued 
to r^r^ge for his own sole and separate use such part of the Estate 
w I onncrly was of the said Ramcaunt Roy as he was by the said 
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Insirunxent of Partition entitled unto and also such other Estate and 
property as the said Juggomohun Roy afterwards gained by his oiwn 
separate exerticns and dealings and that he the said Juggomohun Roy 
during his life time after the said Partition on his own private and 
separate account and without any connection or communication with 
this Defendant purchased and paid for certain Lands which he after- 
wards held and enjoyed m his own name and for his own benefit and 
under his own exclusive authority and Controul m which last mentioned 
lands this Defendant was not at any time or in any manner interested — 
That the said Juggomohun Roy also after the said Partition as afore- 
said sold certain lands without the consent or concurrence of this 
Defendant and dealt with such last mentioned lands as the sole and 
Exclusive Property of him the said Juggomohun Roy and applied the 
price or produce of such last mentioned lands to the sole and exclusive 
Use of him the said Juggomohun Roy— denies that the said Juggomohun 
Rcy and this Defendant by the Profits of the Talooks in that behalf 
in the Complainants Bill mentioned or otherwise greatly or at all en- 
creased any Joint personal Estate in which this Defendant and the said 
Juggomohun Roy were interested or that any such joint pmsQTial Elstate 
that the death of the said Juggomohun Roy amounted to five Lacks 
of Rupees or to any other great amount either including the sum of 
eighty thousand Sicca Rupees in Ready money or any other sum — That 
at or any time after the before mentioned Partition this Defendant and 
the said Juggomohun Roy were not possessed oif or interested m any 
joint personal Estate whatsoever — ^That cn the death of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy or at any time afterwards this Defendant did not directly 
or indirectly possess himself of any Ready Money or Public Securities 
of the Government of Bengal or of any Securities of Individuals or of 
any Jewels or Gold or Silver Ornaments or of any plate or household 
Furniture or of any other Effects of einy kind or description which were 
of the said Juggomohun Roy in his life time or at the time of his death — 
That he this Defendant on the death of the said Juggomohun Roy or - 
at any time afterwards did not directly possess himself of and is not* 
now possessed of and hath not at any time kept any Pottahs or Title 
deeds or muniments or Books or accounts or papers belonging to any 
Estate immoveable or Real or moveable or personal which respectively 
were of the said Juggomohun Roy in his life time or m which he had 
any Interest whatsoever That he admits that the said Complainant at 
any time of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy was an Infant of the 
age of fifteen years or thereabouts — ^That he denies that shortly or at 
any time after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy this Defendant 
34 
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with the jomt funds of himself and of the said GoroplamaDt or for then 
Jomt use and benefit purchased a ccrtam uppcrromed Hoaue and Ground 
thereunto belonging situate at Qjownnghee m the Town of Calcutta or 
Elsewhere of the value of Sicca Rupee* twenty thousand or thereabouts 
Or of any other value or that thi* Defendant at any tunc wth the jomt 
funds of himself and of the said Complainant or for their Joint use and 
benefit purchased an upperroomed Garden house s i t uate at Sml a h m 
the said Town of Calcutta or Elsewhere cither of the value of Sicca 
Rupees thirteen thousand or thereabouts or of any other value That 
he this Defendant on his own account oj with his own separate use and 
benefit did ra the year of Christ one thousand eight hundred and fourteen 
purchase the said last mentioned house and Ground at Cbovmnghcc 
from one Elizabeth Fenwick for the pnee or aum of Sicca Rupees twenty 
thousand three hundred and seventeen and that this Defendant m Kkc 
manner m the year last mentioned purchased the said upperroomed 
House situate at Sunlah from one Frano* Mende* for the pnee or sum 
of Sicca Rupees thirteen thousand and that the last mentioned house 
was also purchased with the proper and excJustve mome* of thi* De- 
fendant denies that after the dea& of the said Juggomohun Roy the 
said Complainant continued to hve widi ihm Defendant as an imdivided 
Hindoo family at the family House at Nangoorparah or at any other 
House until the sixteenth day of Maug m the Bengal year one thousand 
two hundred and twenty three a* untruly stated in the Complamants 
Bill of Complaint denies that the saiH Complainant at or after the tune 
of the death of the said Juggomohun Roy had any Jomt Right with this 
Defendant in or to any Estate or property whatsoever except the Right 
of the said Complainant under the said Deed of Partition to a share of 
the said House and pre m ises at Nangoorparah as aforesaid until this 
Defendant assigned his Interest dierem a* hereinbefore mentioned— 
denie* that this Defendant seeking to mjure or defraud the said 
plamant of any Right or Right* to the Estate in the BiD of Compliunt 
untruly described as the joint Estate or with any such view ns in the said 
Bin la untruly stated applied to or obtamed from the said Gooroodoss 
Muckerjee a BiD of Sale or Conveyance of the Talooks of Govmdporc 
and Ramjnesterpore aforesaid or that this Defendant with the view or 
for the purpose m the Bill Rcspechvoly untruly aDcdged or for any other 
purpose or with any other view than as hereinbefore m that behalf is 
menuoned caused or procured the said last mentioned Talooks to be 
*be Book* of the said Cdlector of Burdwnn into the name 
s Defendant denies that thia Defendant at any hme or tn any 
manner sought or otiempted to defraud the said Coinplamant of any 
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pari or bharc of the pcr^ojinl Estate to which the said Juggomohun Roy 
maj'^ Imvc been entitled at the time of his death — TTiat the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy at the time of his death was not entitled Jointly with this 
Defendant to any personal Estate whatsoever — ^That he this Defendant 
after the said Partition as aforesaid very seldom Resided in 
the said House of Nangoorparah he admits that until the 
period in the Bill in that behalf mentioned the said Complain- 
ant did live at the House at Nangoorparah as a member of d divided 
Hindoo family Tliat the said Complainant shortly after the death of 
the said Juggomohun Roy did ns this Defendant hath been informed and 
bclic\cs prefer or cause to be preferred a certain complaint m the 
Zillah Court at Hoogly and thereby claim to be entitled to the whole 
of the property which belonged to his said Father the said Juggomohun 
Roy at the time of his death and m virtue of such claim did obtain from 
the said Court a certain Process of the said Court against a person who 
was indebted to the said Juggomohun Roy at the time of his death upon 
some Judgment or Decree of the said Zillah Court obtained by the said 
Juggomohun Roy in his life time and this Defendant humbly submit 
that the institution of such last mentioned suits by the said Juggomohun 
Roy in his life time and after his death by the said Complainant m the 
said Zillah Court it is divident that the said Juggomohun Roy m his life 
time and the said Complainant after the death of his said father Res- 
pectively acted as persons who were divided m interest from this De- 
fendant — denies that the said Complainant at any time except by his 
said Bill of Complaint applied to this Defendant lO' come to a Parti- 
tion of any Joint immoveable or Real ELstate or to account with him 
touching any Joint moveable or personal Estate But this Defendant 
humbly submits to this Honorable Court that as no Property either Real 
or personal which was of the said Juggomohun Roy the Father of the said 
Complainant m his life time or to which the said Juggomohun Roy was in 
his life time in any manner entitled has come to the hands Possession or 
power of any person or persons to his use he this Defendant would not 
have been bound even if this Defendant had been thereto Required to 
come to any Partition or account and that Defendant is not bound to 
come to any Partition or account with the said Complainant touching 
the Premises — That shortly after the date of the said Instrument of 
Partition the said Ramcaunt Roy withdrew from the House m which 
he had previously Resided at Nangoorparah as aforesaid and went to 
Reside at the House hereinbefore mentioned at Burdwan and that the 
said Ramcaunt Roy at all times afterwards until the time of his death 
continued to Reside in the last mentioned house separate and apart 
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from tka Defendant and the aaid Juggoraohun Roy and that the said 
Ramcairat Roy at no time afterwarda Returned to Reaide m the aaid 
Houac at Nangoorparab althou^ he occasionally visited the members 
of hia family there for abort penod of bme in the same marmer as the 
said Ramcaunt Roy made occasional visitjj to the said Ramlochun Roy 
and tuch membera of the family as Resided m the eaid House at Rada 
nagore — That from the time whcTi the said Ramcaunt Roy so separated 
hinBclf fcom his family as aforesaid and proceeded to Reside m the said 
House at Burdwan until the time of his death the dealings and Trans- 
actions of the said Ramcaunt Roy were separate and Distinct from the 
dealmgs and Transactions of this Defendant and of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy Respectively and the said Ramcaunt Roy as this Defendant 
hath been informed and beheves kept aepaiate and distinct accounts of 
his own dealings and Transactions and employed his own servants and 
m every other Respect acted and transacted his affairs as a person 
separated mterest from the other membera of his family That the said 
Ramcaunt Roy after such Partition and Separation as aforesaid con 
tracted debts to a considerable amount some of which were due and 
unpaid at the time of his death but that this Defendant at Any tune 
hath not been Required or Compelled to pay and hath not m fact paid 
any of the debts of the said Ramcaunt Roy which were contracteiT after 
such Partition or separabon for that the said Ramcaunt Roy after such 
Parbbon and Separabon was treated and considered as a Person who 
had dmded and severed bis Pecumary mlerc^ from the other members 
of his family — That shortly after the aaid Separabon and Parbbon and 
after the said Ramcaunt Roy and Ramlochun Roy had Rcspecbvely 
quitted the said family House at Nangoorparah this Defendant and the 
said Juggomohun Roy also deducted themselves except as herembefore 
menboned as persons cnhrely separated m Interest and that this De- 
fendant employed and from that tune of the death of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and afterwards imtil the present bTnc contmued to employ 
separate agents and servants for the management of the affairs and 
dealmgs of this Defendant over which agents or servants the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy had not any Controul and that this Defendant at all bmes 
after such Parbbon and during the hfe bmg of the oaid Juggomohun 
Roy earned on ks dealings and Transacbons of the said Ramcaunt 
R^ and Juggomohun Roy Rcspecbvely and kept or caused to be kept 
k and accounts of the separate deahngs and Transacbons of them 
n c endant wkch last menboned Books and accounts were at all 
times ra the Exclusive Possession of this Defendant and ks agents or 
■ervaiUs an which last menboned Books or accounts were not at any 
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time to the knowledge or hehef of this Defendant subject or subjected to 
the inspection or control of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun 
Roy or of either of them and that after such Partition and Scpaiation 
the said Ramcaunt Roy or either of them did not to the knowledge oi 
belief of this Defendant claim or assert any Right to any Interest share 
or proportion in the dealings or Transactions of this Defendant or in the 
property immoveable or moveable which this Defendant possessed or 
had acquired but that on the contrary thereof the said Ramcaunt Roy 
and Juggomohun Roy and each of them^ during their Respective hfe 
limes treated and considered the dealing and Tiansactions of this De- 
fendant and the property acquired and possessed by this Defen- 
dant after such Partition as aforesaid as dealings Transactions and 
property R^pectively m which they the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggo- 
mohun Roy or either of them had not any share or interest whatsoever 
That after such Partition and after the said Ramcaunt Roy and Ram- 
lochun Roy had Respectively withdraw from the said Family House 
at Nangoorparah as aforesaid the said Juggomohun Roy also employed 
and from that period until the time of his death continued to employ 
separate agents or servants for the management of the separate affairs 
and Dealings of him the said Juggomohun Roy which last mentioned 
agents or servants were paid by the proper monies of him the said 
Juggomohun Roy and were not m any manner under the cotrol or 
authority of the said Ramcaunt Roy and that the said Juggomohun Roy 
at all times after the said Partition during his life tjme carried on sepa- 
rate dealings and Transactions wholly distinct and separate from the 
dealings and Transactions of the said Ramcaunt Roy and of this De- 
fendant Respectively and kept or caused to be kept separate Books and 
accounts of the dealings and Transactions of him the said Juggomohun 
Roy which last mentioned Books and accounts were at all times m the 
possession of the said Juggomohun Roy or of his agents or servants 
and which last mentioned Books or accounts were not at any time 
inspected or Examined by this Defendant or as this Defendant believe-j 
by any person on his behalf or as this Defendant believes by the said 
Ramcaunt Roy m his life time or by any person or persons on his be- 
half and that this Defendant or the said Ramcaunt Roy to the knowledge 
or belief of this Defendant did not any time after such Partition and 
Separation as aforesaid claim or assert any Right to interfere m the said 
dealings or Transactions of the said Juggomohun Roy or any claim or 
Right to any Interest Share or proportion in the property which was 
possessed or had been acquired by the said Juggomohun Roy subse- 
quently to the said Partition as aforesaid but that on the contrary there- 
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of the b*k 1 Rflinc*unt R 07 durtng his life tunc and thia Defendant at 
aD after the eaid Partihon and dunng the life tune of the said 

Juggomohim Roy treated and considered the deahngs Transactions and 
property of the said Juggomohim Roy ns dealings Transactions as Pn> 
perty Respectively in %>diich the said Ramcaunt Roy and this Defendant 
or either of them had not any interest whatsoever— That after the death 
of the said Juggomohon Roy and unt3 the bme of the filing of the 
Complainants BiD of Complaint the deahngs and Transacbons of this 
Dcfcndant^iave been earned on and conducted m the same manner as 
they were earned on and conducted after the said Parbbon os afore- 
aaid during the life tune of the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohim 
Roy Respeebvely and separate from and unconnected with the dea lin gs 
and Transacbons of the said Complainant That the said Juggomohim 
Roy m his life tune contracted several debts to a very considerable 
amount for which the said •Juggomohim Roy was separately sued as a 
person separated m peemuary mteresta from the other surviving members 
of his family and that this Defendant at any bme or in any manner hath 
not been required or compelled to pay and hath not m fact paid any 
or either of the debts which were so contracted by the said Juggomohim 
Roy subsequently to the Partrbon and sepaiabon as aforesaid — ^That m 
or about the year of Qmst one thousand ci^t hundred and one the 
said Jaggomohun Roy as the erxlusive propnetor of a certam Taloolc 
called Hurreeramporc situate m Pergunnah Chitooah m the district of 
Midnepore and which m and by the said Instrument of Parbbon had 
been allotted as part of the share of the said Juggomcdiun Roy >vas un 
able to pay a certam airear of Revenue the due to the Government of 
Fort Wifliam m consequence whereof the said Taloolc last menboned 
was sold by the Collector for the bme bomg of the said district o? 
Midnapore and that m as much as the Sale of the said Taloolc last men 
boned did not produce a suEBaent sum to sahafy the said arrear of 
Revenue the siid Juggomc^un Rc^ thereupon imprisoned m the Gaol 
the Devrany Adawlirt of Midnapore for the Balance which Remamed 
due to the said Government amounting to the sum of four thousand 
four hundred and fifty-ci^it Sicca Rupees or thereabouts and the said 
Juggomohim Roy continued to be so imprisoned m the said Gaol as a 
Debtor for the last menboned sum durmg Period of two years and 
a half or thereabouts — ^That during the period while the said Juggo 
mohun Roy continued to be so imprisoned as aforesaid and although 
the said Juggomohim Roy corresponded m wntmg with this Defendant 
he did not chum or pretend to bo entitled to any share or proporbon of 
the Talooks or other Real property which were then m the possession 



SELECTIONS FROM omClAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


271 


of this Defendant or to any share Interest m any personal property 
which was then in the hands or possession of this Defendant but that 
on the contrary thereof the said Juggomohun Roy after suffering his 
long imprisonment as afpresaid addressed or caused to be addressed 
some, docurrrent in writing to the Collector for the time being of the 
said district of Midnaporc therein declared that he the said Juggomohun 
Roy was in such distressed circumstances that he the said Juggomohun 
Roy was not able to pay more than the sum, of one thousand Sicca 
Rupees on account of the said Balance so due to the said Government 
and for which he was sd imprisoned as aforesaid at one time or payment 
and proposing to pay the Residue of the said Balance by thirty four 
monthly instalments — ^That he hath been informed and believes and 
hopes to prove that the said Juggomohun Roy about fifteen years after 
the said Partition and Separation as aforesaid absolutely sold certain 
immoveable property as and for his own separate and exclusive Pro- 
perty and that the said Juggomohun Roy after the said Partition and 
Separation as aforesaid and without the privity or assent of this De- 
fendant or of the said Ramcaunt Roy mortgaged a considerable part 
of the property which had been allotted to him the said Juggomohun 
Roy in and by the said Instrument of Partition together with consider- 
able part of the iinm,oveable property which he the said Juggomohun 
Roy had acquired subsequently to the said Partition and Separation as 
aforesaid That the said Juggomohun Roy sometime in or about the 
month of Falgoon m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
eleven answering to the month of February in the year of Christ one 
thousand eight hundred and four borrowed from this Defendant the 
sum of Sicca Rupees one thousand and Executed to this Defendant an 
instrument in writing in the Bengal Language and character for securing 
to this Defendant the Repayment of the sum last mentioned — ^That 
the said Instrument of Partition so Ebcecuted and Requested as afore- 
said hath not at any time been cancelled or Revoked and that the same 
as this Defendant hath been advised and believes is still valid and effec- 
tual according to the Laws of the Hindoos to bar the said Complainant 
from -obtaining any Partition or account of Property which this Defen- 
dant hath denved under qr by virtue of such Instrument or which this 
Defendant hath acquired subsequently to the date of such Instrument 
and this Defendant humbly craves all the benefit and advantage in law 
to which he is entitled m value of the said Instrument of Partition in the 
same manner as if this Defendant had formerly pleaded the same m 
bar to the Relief discovery and Partition Respectively sought by the 
Complainants Bill of Complaint and this Defendant lastly submits to this 
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Honourable Court tbjit tbe fart* and arcuraatancca thereinbefore m that 
behalf mentioned Respectively show and prove that at any bme sub*e 
qucntly to the Partition and Separaboii aforesaid the said Ramcaunt 
Roy and thw Defendant did not Reuiute their pecuniary mtereats or in 
any manner agree to form or m fact form an undivided Hindoo FanuTy 
m the manner m that behalf m the Complainants Bill of Complaint ailed 
ged Denies Combination &ca It the answer and whereat after the 
filing of the said answer and issue jomed thereon and examination of 
Witnesaesjiad and pubbeahon passed and upon readmg a Subpoena to 
hear Judgment which issued on the sixth day of October m the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen and an affidavit 
of Gorauchimd Doss sworn this twenty fifth day of October last of the 
due service thereof and upon reading an office copy of an order of this 
Court made m this cause on the twentieth day of July last "past imd 
upon hearing what was olledged by the advocates for the Defendant 
This Court doth thmk fit to adjudge order and decree snd doth adjudge 
Order and Decree that the said Bill of Complaint of the said Com~ 
plainent m this cause do stand absolutely dismissed out of and from 
this Court with costs 

WITNESS Sit Exfward Hyde East Kmght Chief Justice at Fort Wilhnm 
aforesaid the tenth day of December m the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and runeteen — 

Turner Atty 
Strettcll Atty 

(Sd) E. H East 
F Macnaghten 
A Bullet 


(Sd) D Hemmg 
Registrar 
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23 June, 1817 



29 July, 


29 August, 


19 September, 


20 




ft 

ft 


23 


ft It 


24 


f > 


f f 


4 October, 
17 .. „ 


ft 

1 1 


19 November, ,, 
1 December ,, 


DATES 

1817 


Govmdpersaud Roy 
— ^vs — 

Rammohun Roy 


Bill of Complaint filed 

Writ of Subposna ad respondendum issued 
against Rammobun Roy 
Augustus Frederic Hamilton & Geooge Hamil- 
ton Attormes engaged by Rammohun Roy 
Rammohun enters appearance through his 
Attormes 

. Rammohun applies for a month’s further time 
tq. file his Answer, with complainant’s con- 
sent Prayer granted 

Rammohun applies for another three weeks’ 
further time to have various papers and 
documents translated which would be re- 
quired to prepare his Answer, with com- 
plainant’s consent Prayer granted 
Warrant cf Attorney 

Rammohun applies for leave to change his 
Attorney from Messrs Hamiltons to Ben- 
jamin Turner Prayer granted 
Rammohun engages Mr B Turner as his 
Attorney, with complainant’s consent 
Rammohun applies for another eight days’ 
further time to file his Answer Prayer 
granted 

Rammohun files his Answer 
Govmdpersaud applies for one month’s 
further time to reply to Defendant’s Answer, 
with Defendant’s Attorney’s consent ® 
Prayer granted 

Gotvindpersaud files his Replication 
Rammohun files his Rejoinder 


1818 

8 January, 1818 , Notice given that the Court would be moved 

on the 1 2th instant to issue a rule for dis- 
missing the Complainant’s Bill of Complaint 
for want of prosecution 


35 
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27 January 
4 February 


5 March 

26 & 28 March 

6 9 April 

9 & 10 Apnl 
3 July 


19 August, 

27 August 

17 September 

24 

28 
30 

1 October 


26 Jnnaury 
10 February 


1818 Govindpersauri file* Intcrrogatones-m-cluef 
Subpoena issued to Bacharam Sam & Kiatno- 
mohun Dhara to give, evidence on behalf of 
the complainant 

Hammohun files Gt>ts Interrogatories 

Bacharam Sam examined on the part of 
Govmdperaaud Roy 
Bacharam Sam croas-exammed 
Subpoena laaued to Gooroopersaud Roy 
Goculchund Bose Juggernaut Mozumdar 
Rejtblochun Roy Goivoodoss Mukerjee 
Gopeymohun Chatterjee and R* G Fhitcheet 
to give evidence on bcbalf of Rammohun 
Roy 

Subpoena issued to Gooroopersaud Roy and 
Gopeymohun Chatterjee to give evidence 
on behalf of Rammohun Roy 
Rammohun filet further Cross Interrogatories 
Rammohtm appbes for a Rule Prayer 
granted 

Govmdpersaud applies for change of Attorney 
from Scott to Wm Smith Prayer granted 
Gopeemohun Chatterjee examined on the 
part of Rammohun Roy 
Govmdpiersaud engages Wreu South a* hit 
Attorn^ 

Gooroopersaud Roy exammed on the part 
of Rammohun Roy 

Subpoenas issued to Puttitpaban Chukerbutty 
Ramdulal Ghote Ramtonoo Roy Brppcr 
persaud Roy Taironey Deby Hceraram 
Chatterjee Schahehunder Roy Rammohun 
Mitter 6t Ramdbone Digree to give cvi 
deocc on behalf of Govmdpersaud Roy 

1819 

1819 Subpoena issued to Manikrara Mukerjee to 
give evidence on behalf of Rammohun Roy 
Manflcram Mukerjee exammed on the part of 
Ranimc^un Roy 
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5 March, 1819 




I 


19 

April, 

7 

14 

20 .. 

24 ,. 


30 April & I May, 
1 May, ,, 

I w. i >. t 


11 

14 ,. 

27 May, 
1 1 June, 


9 9 


9 9 


12 


99 


9 9 


Subpoenas issued to Ramtonoo Roy & Nund 
Coomar Bedyalunkar to give evidence on 
behalf of Rammohun Roy 
... Ramtonoo Roy examined on the part of 
Rammohun Roy. 

. . Subpoena issued to Buddinauth Ghose to' give 

evidence on behalf of Reunmohun Roy 
. Buddinauth Ghose examined on the part of 
Rammohun Roy ^ 

. . Subpoena issued to Rajiblochun Roy to give 

evidence on behalf of Rammohun Roy 

. . Subpoena issued to Gooroodoss Mukerjee to 
give evidence Qn behalf of Rammohim Roy 
Rajiblochun Roy examined on the part of 
Rammohun Roy. 

.. Nund Coomar Bedyalunkar examined on the 
part of Rammohun Roy 
. Gooroodoss Mukerjee examined on the part 
of Rammohun Roy 

. Subpoena issued to Charles Trover & Goluck- 
naram Sircar to give evidence on behalf 
of Rammohun Roy. 

. . . Golucknarain Sircar examined on the part of 
Rammohun Roy. 

. Jussodanundun Ghose examined on the part 
of Rammohun Roy. 

Rammohun Roy applies for publication of 
depositions taken in the cause 
Govindpersaud Roy applies that time for 
publication of the depositions taken in the 
cause be enlarged till 1 1 July, with Affi- 
davit Prayer granted 
Govindpersaud Roy files an affidavit re 
serving of a subpoena on witness 
Subpoenas issued to Nubkissore Rgty, Rada- 
kistno Bonnerjee &ca. (seventeen witnesses) 
to give evidence on behalf of Govind- 
persaud Roy 

Ehceuruner certifies that no Cross Interroga- 
tones have been filed by Govindpersaud 
Roy 


14 
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17 Jim©, 1819 


9 July 


10 


12 


16 


9 Auguflt 
II 


Registrar ccrbfiefl that do Wnt of Attachment 
has been laeued agamat Ramtonoo Roy 
Heeraram datterjee Taireney Daby 
Bipperaaud Roy and Sobahchimder Roy 
for not appearing before the Examiner by 
virtue of Subpeenas issued to them 
Oboychtim Dutt Kissenpciaaud Pundit Rada 
kistno Bonnerjee Ramchunder Bonnerjee 
and Gfoopersaud Pundit produced and 
sworn on behalf of Govindpcrsaud Roy to- 
the Inlerrogatones-m-chief 
On the mobon of Mr Ferguason on behalf of 
Govmdperaaud Roy time for pubheahon of 
deposibona enlarged tdl I J September 
Govindpeniaud Roy fit Ramdhone Mukerjee 
file affidavits re serving of Subpeenas on 
vntnesses 

Examiner certifies that five vntnesses on be* 
half of Covmdpersaud Roy produced m his 
office for the purpose of bemg examined 
on the IntcaTogatones-in-chicf 
Rammohun Roy changes his Attorney from 
late Benjamin Turner to John Turner 
Registrar certifies that no Wnt of Attachment 
issued against Pubtpuban Chittterjee Ram- 
dulol Chose Ramtonoo Roy Bippcrsaud 
Roy Tarreney Daby Heeraram Chatterjee 
for their non-appearance before the Ex 
ammer of the Ccrurt 

Rammohun Roy files further Cross Inlerroga 
tones 

Subpoenas issued to Juggernaut Moxumdar 
Ramjoy Roy Dcbnatb Bose Goculchund 
Chose Ramnaram Chose Muddenmohun 
Dutt, Nublosore Roy Ramdulol Chose 
Pubtpuban Chukerburty Neemy Roy 
Hurgovmd Odecary and Rammohun Kubrer 
to give evidence on behalf of Covmd- 
persaud Rcy 
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24 August, 1819 


31 M 


IT 


1 

2 


September 

If 


« I 


1 1 


I • II ft 


I * 


6 


II II 


1 1 


If • I I « 


1 1 


14 

15 

22 

23 


II If 


If If 


If If 

1 1 1 1 


1 1 


1 1 


• I 

1 1 


6 October 


>• »* If IT 

i I 

5 November ,, 


• I 


Govindpersnud Roy petitions Court to be 
allowed the benefit of suing informa pau- 
peris, \Vm Smith consents to carry it 
Prayer granted 

Radnkistno Bonnerjee examined on the part 
of Govindpersaud Roy 

Radakistno Bonnerjee cross-examined 

Ramchunder Bonnerjee examined am the part 
of Govindpersaud Roy 

Ramchunder Bonnerjee cross-examined 

Oboychurn Dutt examined on the part of 
Govindpersaud Roy 

Rammohun Roy files further Cross Interroga- 
tories to be administered to Tarreney Daby 

Govindpersaud Roy petitions Court to be 
allowed to engage Charles George Strettell 
as pauper’s Attorney without paying costs 
due to Wm Smith Prayer granted 

Govindpersaud Roy applies for 15 days’ 
further time for publication of depositions 
taken Rule ntsi granted 

Court’s order on the above petition 

Rammohun Roy petitions for the discheu'ge of 
the above Rule obtained by Govindpersaud 
Roy Prayer granted 

Rammohun Roy applies for making the rule 
nisi obtained by him absolute 

Subpoena to hear judgment issued on the re- 
quest of Rammohun Roy’s Attorney 

Instructions given to set down the cause for 
hearing 

Judgment delivered 


10 December 
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133 Blit or Complaint of Doorsah Daby (Fllad 13 April, isti) 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE AT FORT 
WILLIAM IN BENGAL. 

In E>quJty Doorgat Dnby 

Rammohun Roy 

To the HoDOTublc Sir Eldward Hj^e Eaat 
Knight Chief Juabce the Honourable Sir 
° FrancK Macnaghten Knight and the Honor 

able Sir Anthoney Bullet Kni^ hi* Com- 
panions Justices of the Supreme Court 
Humbly Complaining Sheweth unto your Lordships Your Oratmc 
Doorga Daby an Hmdoo and \^^ow of one Juggomohun Roy deceased 
also an Hmdoo that Rammohun Roy the Defendant heremafter named 
having contracted end agreed with certam persons for the purchase 
of certam Talooks and being unable for want of money to cany his 
contract mto Execution applied to your Oratmc for assistance and en 
tored mto an engagement with your Oratnx that if yoxn Oratnx would 
advance and lend to him tu£aent money to pay for the lands he had 
so contracted to purchase that he would immediately upon the Lands 
being conveyed to him resell them to your Oratnx m payment of the 
said debt or loan at a tnflmg advance and transfer them to your Oratnx a 
name ifl the Books of the Collector of the district m which they are 
aituated provided your Oratnx would also agree to let the said Lands 
to him to farm on a Lease for six years at a moderate rent upon this 
promise your Oratnx acceeded to the proposal of Defendant and ad 
vanced to him the sum of Four Thousand and Eve hundred Sicca 
Rupees which it was agreed — Your Oratnx was to pay to Defendant 
by way of Purchase Money for the said Land that Ramm ohun Roy 
Defendant having so obtained the mean# of carrying his agreement for 
the purchase of the said Landed Estates mto Elffect did purchase 
from one Ramtonoo Roy a Talook called Rammesserpore m 
the Pergunnah of Chunderconah m the Distnct of Burdwan m the 
Province of Bengal for Sicca Rupees one thousand two himdred and 
fifty and from one Gungadhur Ghose a certain other Talook called 
Govmdpore m the Pergunnah of Jahanabad m the Distnct of Burdwan 
in the Province of Bengal for Sicca Rupees three thousand and one 
hundred making together the sum of Sicca Rupees four thousand three 

The recoida of tkli cam »ro preMmd fa tlio Old Recorda Dept of lio CalcnUs 
Hlgk Coart (Orlctaal 5id«) 
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hundred and fifty and having purchased the said Talooks Defendant on 
the fifth day of Srahun in the Bengal year one thousand two hundred 
and siK answering ns Complainant is informed and believes to the nine- 
teenth day of July m the Christian year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine Cxcculcd and delivered to your Oratnx two written ins- 
truments m the Bengal Language and Character one of which was a Bill 
of Sale of the Talooks before mentioned and is when translated into 
the English Language and character in the words and figures following — 


"Sri Raum” 
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ca 
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CL 
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“To the Mansion of every rdicity Snmotce Doorga Dabee — 
“The Daughter of Sn Luckhun Ghosaul and the wife of Sri Juggomohun 
“Roy Inhabitant of Langulparah in the Pergunnah of Boyorrah apper- 
“taining to the Zillah of Burdwan of virtuous disposition “ 

“I Sn Rammohun Roy the descendant of Sn Ramcaunt Roy and son 
“of the late Brijobcnod Roy Deceased Execute this Instrument of sale of 
“zemmdarry in the year 1206 Twelve hundred and six as follows — I 
“purchased on the 30th thirtieth of Assaur of the year 1206 twelve 
“hundred and six the Hoodah Govmdpore in the Pergunnah of Jahana- 
“bad with a Revenue in the aggregate including Thanadariy and 
“Chackraun of 9789 5.1 Nine thousand seven hundred and Eighty 
“nine Rupees five annas and one Gondah from Sn Gungadhur Ghose 
“for the value and consideration of the sum of 3100 three thousand and 
“one hundred Rupees also on the 30th thirtieth of Assar of the year 
“1206 Twelve hundred and six I purchased the Hoodah of Rammesser- 
“pore in the Pergunnah of Chunderconah with a Revenue of 10965 1 7 
“Ten thousand Nine hundred and sixty five Rupees one anna seven 
“Gondahs from Sn Ramtonoo Roy for the value and consideration of 
“the sum of 1250 one thousand two hundred and fifty Rupees and 
“having paid the full amount of the said consideration to the said 
“Ghose and the said Roy from hand toi hand I obtained Bills of sale m 
my own name — Now having sold unto you of my free will the whole 
*^of the said Hoodah Govmdpore and Hoodah Rammesserpore for the 
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sum of 4500 Four Tliousaiid and Five hundred Rupees sicca of the 
Present Currency and of full wei^t and having received from you 
hand to m fuD satisfaction the aforesaid conaideraboo — I execute 
and debver unto you this Bill of sale — All the proBts and Zemmdany 
Rights in the said Hoodaha are youra — Having taken possessioo of the 
said Hoodahs and paymg the Government Revenue you wiH possess 
and Enjoy them down to your sons grandsons and so on — There is 
no concern or claim either from roe or my heirs if any u made by any 
person oc should I make any all such are void and madmissible— On 
these conditions I Execute and deliver this Bill of sale — ^ycar 1206 
*Twelve hundred and six — Date 5 fifth Srabun 
Witnesses 

Sree Gungadhur Chose Sree Bacharam Sam 

Inht Kishnagore Inht Kishnagore 

Pur Jahanabad Purg Jahanabad 

Sree Hmgunusho 
Inht Calcutta 

A True Translation of the annexed Paper A No I 

W D Smith 
16th December 1620 

but Defendant taking advantage of your Oratinx who bemg a Hindoo 
Woman is not acquainted with matters of business did not at the tune 
of dehvenng the said biH of sale debver nor yet hath delivered to your 
Oratnx the title deeds or Pottah# of the said Talooks the other Written 
mstrument before mentioned is an engagement by the Defendant to 
take the said Talooks to farm upon Lease for six years as before men 
boned to have been agreed upon between your Oratnx and Defendant 
which last menboned wntten instrunient when translated mto the 
English Language and Character is m the >^t>rds and Figures foDij'wing — 


Sn Raum 



o 

V 

cn 

To the Worthy of Respect Snmntec Doorgah Dabeo I Sree Rnm- 
mohun Roy Execute this Cubbohut as follows — Lot Govindpore in the 
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"Pcrgunnnh of Jnhanabrvd and Lot Rammcsserporc in the Pcrgunnah 
“of CKunderconah arc your Talooks by Purcbase the said Lots I do 
“hereby take to farm from you for the term of six years from the 
“year 1206 Twelve hundred and siv to the year 1211 Twelve hundred 
“and eleven at the annual Fixed Revenue of sicca 21155 6 8 Twenty 
“one thousand one hundred and fifty five Rupees six annas and Eight 
“Gundahs I will pay unto you the amount of the said Revenue in ap- 
“proved sicca Rupees agreeably to the kistbundce kist after klst and 
“month bj' month the amount of the money for one month I will pay 
“in bj' the 10th, 20th or 30lh x\nth the kisl in failure of such payment I 
“will pay Interest from the day first of the month following I have 
“signed this agreement for the farm after having well understood the 
“Revenue thereof therefore touching this Revenue 1 will start no objec- 
“tion on the score of Inundation or Dearth nor will 1 petition for any 
“abatement therefrom on any account If 1 make any petition the same 
“shall be inadmissible — ^Thc sudder and Moffusul Establishment and all 
“Expcnccs arc at my charge you have no concern with the same If any 
“of the Riotts of the said Talooks make any Complaint against me or 
“if 1 shall make any complaint against any person the liability and Ex- 
“pences thereof shall rest upon me the sircar has no concern therewith 
“If you shall out of the said Talooks grant any of the Mouzas to any 
“person (at the fixed Revenue it bears) as a Durputtunee Talook having 
“thereupon given to such person the actual possession thereof I shall 
“receive from him the amount of the Revenue for the same If you shall 
“grant a Talook at a higher rate or Revenue than the fixed rent then I 
“shall pay in separately unto you the amount of such excess of Revenue 
“But if you shall Grant a Talook at a less revenue than what is fixed 
“and established then 1 shall be allowed a deduction from the Revenue 
“to which I have set my signature — 1 shall take possession agreeably 
“toi the metes bounds rights and limits of your Zemindarry — on these 
“conditions I Ebcecute and deliver this Cubboliut — year 1206 Date 
“5th Srabun ” 


“Witnesses” 

“Sree Gungadhur Ghose” “Sree Bacharam Seun” 

Inht Kishnagore Inht Kishnagore 

Pur Jahanabad Pur Jahanabad 

“Sree Hmgunusho 
Inht Calcutta 

“A true Translation of the annexed Paper B No 1” 

"W D Smith” 
“December 1820“ 
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And Your Oratnx further eheweth that dunng the term of the 
Lease that is to say for pnc years from the date thereof the Defe n da nt did 
farm the Talooka and regularly paid the Gfjvemment and other rent 
according to the apecihcations m the agreement to farm mentioned and 
that at the conclusion of these six yeans Defendant being then absent 
from Calcutta residing m the distpcts of Jessore and Baugulpcre Com 
plainnnt had no opportumty of applying to hirry to relmquish the 
possession of the said Talocks in consequence of which Defendant con 
tmucd to occupy and farm the Talooks till his return to Calcutta m die 
Bengal year one thousand two hundred and fifteen when your Oratnx 
applied tc Defendant to give to her the possession of the said Talooks 
together with the title Deeds and Pottahs relatmg to them 
that Defendant evaded to do so and represented to your Oratnx that as 
the Talooks were then much out of condihon and m a very disorderly 
stale your Oratnx would not be able to manage them but that if your 
Oratnx would grant tgr him a further Lease m the said Talooks for the 
further term of seven years that ho would then gwe your Oratnx i>osse»- 
Sion of the Talooks together with th^ btle Deeds pottahs and a^l other 
Deeds and papers relatmg to them to which your Oratnx agreemg De 
fendant Executed to your Oratnx a CabuLat or agreement of Lease in 
the Bengal Language and character which being translated mto English 
IS in the words and figures foDowimi — 


I 


Sn Raum 



s 

di 

To the Worthy of Respect Srunatee Doorgah Dabee I Srec 
Rammohun Roy Execitte stills Cubbciiut as follows — Lot Govindporc 
m the Pergun n ah of Jahanabad and lot Rammesserpore m the Per 
gunnah of Chundcrconah are your Talooks by purchase — the said 
Lots I do hereby take to farm fr om you for the term of seven years 
from the year 1215 Twelve hundred and fifteen to the year 1221 
*Twclve hundred and twenty one at the annual fixed Revenue of Sicca 
Rupees 21205-6-8 Twenty one thousand two hundred and five Rupees 
sac annas and Eight gundahs 1 will pay unto you^The amount of the 
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"said Revenue in approved sieca Rupees agreeably to the Kislbundce 
"kist after kist and month by month The amount of the money for one 
"month I will pay m jy the lOlh, 20th, 30th wth this kist failure of 
"such payment I \\nll pay Interest from the first Day of the month 
"followng — I have signed this agreement for the farm after having well 
"understood the revenue thereof therefore touching this revenue I will 
"start no objection on the score of Inundation Dearth and so forth nor 
"will I petition for any abatements therefrom on any account ^f I make 
"an3 petition the same shall be inadmissible the sudder and mofussil 
"Establishment and all e\pcnccs arc at my charge you have no concern 
"wth the same If anj'^ of the Rictts of the said Talooks make any com- 
“plaint against me or if I shall make any complaint against any person 
"the habililj’ and Expenccs thereof shall rest upon me the sircar has no 
"concern therewith — If j'ou shall out of the said Talooks grant any of 
"the Mouzas to any person (at the fi\cd revenue it bears) as a Durput- 
"tunee Talooks having thereupon given tc such person the actual 
"possession thereof I shall receive from him the amount of the Revenue 
"for the same — If you shall grant a Talook at a higher revenue than 
"the fixed rent then I shall pay m separately unto you the amount of 
"such excess of revenue but if j^ou shall grant a Talcok at a less revenue 
"than what is fixed and Established then I shall be allowed a deduction 
"from the revenue to which I had set my signature I shall take possession 
"agreeably to the metes bounds rights and limits of your Zemindary on 
“these conditions I Execute and deliver this Cubboliut year 1215 Dated 
“27th Joistee at Calcutta " 

"Witnesses” 

"Sutcorry Mokopadah" "Sree Bacharam Sein 

Inht Kishnagore Inht Kishnagore 

Pur Jahanabad Pur Jahanabad 

"Sree Gopeymohun Chuttopadah" 

Inht Kantolparrah 

"A true Translation of the annexed Paper D No 1. 

"W D Smith 
22d December 1820 

that dunng the last mentioned period of seven years for which Defendant 
had so agreed to farm the Talooks m question he the Defendant did not 
pay to your Oratnx the regular rent as agreed upon but occasionally and 
at several times, paid by way of and towards the rent of those Talooks 
certain sums as hereinafter set forth and mentioned that when the time 



HAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


2M 

staled ra the last mentioned agreement to fnnn had expired your Oratnx 
apphed agam to Defendant to deUver to her the poaseasion of the 
Talooks together with the Title Deeds pottahs and paper* belonging to 
them and to transfer thp Talooka to her Name m the Book* of the 
Collector of the dietnct m which they are situated according to his pro- 
mise* but he evaded and ha* ever smee constantly evaded your Oratnx a 
requests m that behalf and still contmue* to hold possess and manage 
the said Thlooks that smee the date of the last agreement to lease here 
inbcforc stated Defendant has at different time* paid to your Oratnx 
omall sum* of money amounting m the whole to about the eum of 1800 
Mcca Rupees And your Oratnx further sheweth that there is a large 
aum of money now due and owmg to your Oratnx from the Defendant 
for rent together with mtcrert according to the terms of the last mentioned 
Bgrecment to farm the said Talooks amounting m the whole to the sum 
of ei^t or nine thousand Rupee* And your Oratnx well hoped that 
Defendant would have accounted with and p>aid to yoUr Oratnx the 
money due from him to your Oratnx as aforesaid and would have peace- 
ably and quietly delrvered up toyour Oratnx the said Talooks btlc Deeds 
Pottahs and other Deed* and E^ocument* belonging to the said Talooks 
and that he would have transferred the said Talooks to your Oratnx s 
name m the books of the Collector of the district according to the 
several mstniments heieinbefore menboned and undertakings of the 
said Defendant hereinbefore stated and menboned and your Oratnx 
has repeatedly apphed to the said Rammohun Roy wha is an Inhabi 
tant of Calcutta and therefore subject to the junsdicbon of this Hono- 
rable Court and requested him qmclly to deliver up poaseasion to your 
Oratnx of the said premise* and to account for the rent* and profits 
thereof according to the several instruinent* herembefore set forth and 
to deliver up to your Oratnx all the Pottah* btlo Deed* documents and 
papers relating to the said premises and your Oratnx wcD hoped that 
the said R amm ohun Roy would have compbed with such her reason 
able requests as in jusbee and Equity he ought to have done and ought 
now to do But now so it is may it please your Lordships that the said 
Rammohun Roy combuung and confederating with divers other persons 
at present unknown to* your Oratnx whose names when discovered she 
prays may be herein inserted with apt and proper matter and words to 
charge them as parbes hereto and cofibnumg to mjure and oppress your 
Oratnx m the premises absolutely refuses to comply with your Oratnx s 
said requests sometimes prelcndmg that he never borrowed owed or 
was mdebted m any such sum of money to your Oratnx as aforcsaKl 
and that he never Executed any such instrument of sale of the said 
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Tnlooks ns nforcsnid yet at other times he will admit that he was and 
IS indebted m the sum of Four thousand and five hundred Rupees to 
your Oratnv bul then he pretends that he did not intend to sell to your 
Oralrix the said Tnlooks bul that he only intended to mortgage them 
for the amount of that sum but sometimes he will admit that he did sell 
the Talocks to your Oral»^i\ ns aforesaid bul denies that ho ever had or 
has e\er refused to deliver the said Tnlooks to your Ornlrix the contrary 
of \shich your Ornln\ charges to be the truth all which actir?gs doings 
and pretences of the said confederates arc contrary' tc Equity and good 
Conscience and tend to the manifest wrong and injury of your Oratrix 
in the premises In consideration whereof and for as much as your 
Oralnx is remediless in the matters aforesaid and cannot obtain 
possession of the said premises but in a Court cf Equity 
where matters of this kind and Nature arc properly cognizable 
and rclicvablc — ^To the End therefore that the said Rammohun 
Roy and confederates when discovered may upon their several and 
respective oaths according to the best and utmost of their several and 
respective knowledge remembrance information and belief a full true 
direct and perfect answer make to all and singular the matters aforesaid 
ns fully as if the same were here repealed and they particularly interro- 
gated thereto and particularly whether all and singular the matters and 
things hereinbefore stated and charged arc not true and if not m what 
respect or particular the same or any or either and which of them 
vary cr dilTcr from the truth and more especially that the said Ram- 
mohun Roy may answer and set forth whether your Oratrix at the time 
hereinbefore mentioned or at some other and what time did not lend 
and advance to the said Rammohun Roy or to some one and to whom 
on his account the sum of money hereinbefore mentioned or some 
other and what sum of money and whether he the said Rammohun 
Roy did not at the respective times hereinbefore mentioned or at some 
other and what time or times Execute the several instruments herein- 
before set forth m manner and form hereinbefore stated or some other 
and what Instruments to the like purport and effect and that the said 
Rammohun Roy may set forth and discover how much is now due and 
owing unto your Oratrix for principal and interest according to the said 
wntten Instruments or otherwise and how otherwise and that it may be 
referred to the Master of this Honorable Court to take an account of 
what is due and owing to your Oratrix for principal and interest emd 
the said Instruments and Otherwise from the said Rammohun Roy and 
that the said Ramim,ohun Roy be decreed to pay to your Oratrix what 
shall be found due on such account by a short day to be appointed by 
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thia Honorable Court m that behalf together with your Oratrucea coata and 
that Defendant may be decre^ to make over and deliver up to your 
Oratnx tho aaid Talooka together with all title deeda Pottaha and other 
Deeds and Instrumenta relating thereto and that the Defendant may 
also be decreed to transfer the said Talooka and premiaea to the Name 
of your Oratnx m the Booka of the Collector of the Diatncta m which 
they are aitimted and your Oratnx may have such further and other 
rehef as tbe nature of her case may require and to your Lordahipa shall 
seem meet May it please your Lordships to grant imto your Oratnx hia 
Majeatys most gracious wnt of Subpoena to be directed to the said 
Ranxnohun Roy commanding hrm et a certain day and under a certain 
pam therem to be inserted personally to be and appear before your 
Lordships m thia Honorable Court then and there to answer the pre- 
mises and to stand to and abide such order and decree therem as to your 
Lordships shall seem agreeable to Equity and good Conscience 
And your Oratnx shall ever pray &ca 

m. Order or tho Court on tho PotlUon of Doorgah Daby for thi Mut 
of a Writ of AttaebrMnt igalnst Riiamohun noy (ll Moy 16I1> 

George the Fourth by tho Grace of 
God of United Kingdom, of Great 
Bntam and Ireland Kmg Defend 
er of the Faith and so forth 
Vacation after second Term 1821 

Doorga Daby Upon reading a Petition of tbo Complamant m 

Against r this Cause a certificate of the sworn Oeik and 

Rammohun Roy J two several Certificates of the Registrar all filed 

this day It is Ordered thwt a Wnt of attachment do issue out of end 
under the seal of this Court against the said Defendant Rammohun Roy 
for want of an Answer to tho Bill of Complamt of the Complamant m 
this cause Upon the mohon of Mr Money advocate for the said 
Complamant 

WITNESS Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Jiuhcc at Fort 
V^Iliara aforesaid the twenty first day of May m tho year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty one 


Howard 

Atty 


(Sd) D Hemrag 
Rcgr 
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134. PcUUon of Rammohun Roy for the discharge of tho Writ of Contempt. 
(7 June, 1821.) 

To the Honorable Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice and 
his Companions Justices of the same Court 

The humble Petition of the Defen- 
dant abovenamed. 

Sheweth -5 

That the Complainant abovenamed having filed her Bill of Com- 
plaint in this Cause against your Petitioner — ^That your Petitioner ap- 
peared thereto and hath taken an office copy of the said Bill of Com- 
plaint — ^That your Petitioner hath one Order for one weeks further time 
on suggestion to answer to the said Bill in this cause, That your Peti- 
tioner is now under Contempt for want of Answer 

Your Petitioner therefore most 
humbly prays your Lordships will be 
pleased to order that the Wnt or 
Writs of Contempt issued m the 
cause against him be discharged 
upon payment of costs by him to 
the said Complainant 
And your Petitioner shall ever pray &c. 

(Sd ) H Compton 


Be it so 

(Sd^) F Macnaghten 
7th June 1821 

John Turner 
Petitioners Atty 


13B. Answer of Rammohun Roy. (Filed 6 September, 1821). 

The Answer of Rammohun Roy 
Defendant to the Bill of Complaint 
of Doorgah Daby Complainant 

This Defendant now and at all times hereafter saving and reserving 
to himself all advantage that may be had or taken to the manifold im- 
perfections and insufficiencies in the Complainants Bill of Complaint 
contained for Answer thereunto or unto so much thereof as this Defen- 
dant is advised it is material for him to answer imto he this Defendant 
answering Smth that it is not true that this Defendant having contracted 
and agreed with certain persons for the purcheise of certain Talooks and 
being unable for want of Money to carry his contract into execution 
applied tol the Complmnant for assistance and entered into an engeige- 
ment with ithe Complainant that if the Complainant would advance and 
lend to him This Defendant sufficient money to pay for the lands he had 
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contracted to purchase that he would immediately upon the Land be- 
ing conveyed to birrv This Defendant resell them to the Oomplamant m 
piayment of the said debt or loan at a tnfling advance euid transfer them 
to the Complamanta name in the Boolca of the Coilector of the Distnct m 
which they are situated provided the Complainant would also agree to 
let the said Lands to htm this Defendant to farm on a lease for kx years 
at a moderate rent and this Defendant further nnswermg demes that 
upon the promise menhoned m the Complainants Bill or for any other 
consdcrabon the Complainant acceeded to the proposal m the Bill un 
truly mentioned or to any other proposal for the loan or advance of 
money to This Defendant And thu Defendant further answering demes 
that the said Complainant advanced to this Defendant the sura of 
Sicca Rupees Four Thousand and five hundred which it was agreed the 
Complainant was to pay to this Defendant by way of Purchase money 
fee the said Lands in the BiH menboned or any other sum of money 
whatsoever for or on account of the purchase money of any Lands And 
this Defendant further answering denies that with any monies obtained 
from the satd Complainant or from any person or persons on her be- 
half Thu Defendant purchased the landed estates m the Bill menboned 
or either of them or any part thereof And this Defendant further answer 
mg saith that although he thu defendant on or about the thirbeth day of 
the month of Assur m he Bengal year one thousand two hundred and 
twenty an did m fact purchase a certain Talook called Govradpore from 
one Gxmgadhur Ghoie for the pnee or sum of Sicca Rupees three 
thousand and ode hundred and on or about tha same day and year last 
menboned did also purchase from one Ramtonoo Roy a certain other 
Talook called Rammesserpore for the pnee or sum of Sicca Rupees one 
thousand two hundred and fifty Yet this Defendant further answering 
saith that he purchased the said several Talooks herem last menboned 
With hu own proper monies and not wrth any sum of motiey borrowed 
from or advanced by the said Complainant or by any person, or persons 
on her behalf to or for the use of this defendant and tbm Defendant 
further answermg saith that cither on the 5th day of Srabun 
ra the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and six or at any 
other time thu Defendant did not execute or deliver to the said Com 
plamant an instrument m the Bengal Language or character purporbng 
to he a Bill of Sale of the Talooks m the Complainants Bill menboned 
and a traiulabon whereof u in the said Bill m that behalf set forth or 
any other written instruments to that or to the like effect or purporting 
to be a Bill of sale or Conveyance of the Talooks m the Bill menboned 
or of either of them and this Defendant further ontwenng dentes that 
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he at any time or m any manner took advantage of the said Complainant 
being a Hindoo woman and unacquainted with Matters of business as 
untrulj' alleged in the Bill But -this Defendant saith as he hath already 
said that he never executed or delivered to the said Complainant the 
said pra'ended Instrument or Bill of Sale m the Bill mentioned and that 
therefore no Pottahs or Title Deeds of the said Talooks could have been 
delivered to the said Complainant at the time of the pretended ^ixecution 
of such supposed Instrument or Bill of Sale and this Defendant further 
answering saith that either at the time m that behalf m the Bill mentioned, 
or at any other time Tins Defendant did not execute or deliver to the 
said Complainant an Instrument in writing in the Bengal language and 
character purporting to be an engagement by this Defe>ndant to take 
the Talooks in the Bill menhoned to farm upon lease for six years and 
a translation whereof is m the said Bill of Complaint in that behalf set 
fouth or any other Instrument to that or to the like effect or whereby 
This Defendant engaged or agreed to take the said Talooks to farm 
upon lease from the said Complainant for any period of time whatsoever 
and this Defendant further answering denies that for six years from the 
date of the said pretended Instruments in the said Bill of Complaint 
secondly set forth or for any o(‘her period of time Tins Defendant did 
farm the said Talooks m the said Bill mentioned or either of them from 
the said Complainant or that this Defendant either regularly or other- 
wise paid the Government and other rent according to the speci- 
fications m such pretended agreement mentioned although this Defen- 
dant admits that he regularly paid or caused to be paid the 
Revenue due to the said Government for the said Talooks and 
which this Defendant purchased and held in his own right and 
as his own property and this Defendant further answenng saith 
that as this Defendant never sold or agreed to sell the Talooks 
in the Bill mentioned to the said Complainant and never rented 
or agreed to rent the same from the said Complamanj: eis untruly alleged 
m the said Bill the said Complainant was not entitled to apply and did 
not in fact apply to this Defendant to relinquish the possession of the 
Talooks in the Bill mentioned or either of them or any parts thereof 
as in the Bill is untruly stated and that this Defendemt held and enjoyed 
the said Talooks during the penod in the Complainants Bill mentioned 
and after the expiration of the period mentioned m the said pretended 
agreement or lease in the same manner as he had theretofore held and 
possessed the same and not otherwise and this Defendant further answer- 
ing denies that before or after this Defendants return to Calcutta either 
m the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and fifteen or at any 
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other bmo the aaid Complainant apphed to this Defendant to give to 
her the Complainant the poeaeaaion of the Talooks m the Bill 
menhoned together vnth the bdc deeds and Pottahs relatmg to the 
same or that the said Complainant made any other application to that 
or to the like effect oy that this Defendant m any manner evaded such 
pretended application or that this Defendant represented to the said 
Complautant that as the Talooks were then much out of condition and 
m a very disorderly state the Coroplamant would not be able to manage 
them— or if the Con^ilamant would grant to hnn this Defendant a 

fuuther lease m the said Talooks for the further time of seven years that 
he this Defendant would then give the Complamant possession of the 
Talooks together with the Title deeds Poittahs and all other 
Deeds and Papers relating to the same or that this Defenda n t 
at any or m any manner made any other representation 

or proposal to dig said Complainant to that or to the like 
effect And thio Defendant further answering saith that no such repre 
eentabon or proposal as m the Bill of Complamt m that behalf is men 
boned havmg been made to tbe said Complamant sb$> did not agree to 
the same and that this Defendant either on the 27th day of Joistee m 
the Bengal year one thousand two hundred and hfteen or at any other 
tune did not execute or deliver to the said Consplamant a Caboohot or 
agreement or mstrument m wntmg m the Bengalee l-anguage or charac 
ter a translabon whereof is in tbe Complsmants Bill of Complamt m 
that behalf set forth or any oth^ CabooLut or mstrument ra writing to 
that or to the like purport or effect or whereby this Defendant agreed 
to take from this and Complainant the Talooks or Lands in the Bill 
menbotaed or any Talooks or Lands whatsoever for any penod of bme 
And this Defendant further answering saith that during the penod of 
seven years m the last mentioned pretended Instrument specified this 
Defendant did not pay to the said Complainant any sum of money whaC 
soever on accoimt of the tent of the Talooks m the Bill mentioned or 
any part thereof as untruly stated in the Complainants Bill and that 
either at the expirabon of the bme m the said pretended agreement 
bearmg date the 27th of Joistee 1215 menboned or at any other bme 
the said Complainant did not apply to this Defendant to deliver to her 
the possession of the Talooks m the Bill menboned or of the Title deeds 
Pottahs orpapCTs belonging to the same or to transfer the said Talooks 
to the name of the said Cojnplamant m the Books of the Collector of 
tbe distnot ra which the same are wbiated And this Defendant posi 
bvely denies that he at any tune Or in any manner made any Promise 
or entered mlo any engagement to dehver the said Talooks or either of 
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them or any or either of the Title deeds Pottahs or papers 

relating to the same to the said Complainant as is untruly stated in 

the said Bill of Complaint and that therefore this Defendant 

never did or could have made such promise or engagement 
But this Defendant admits that from the time that he this 

Defendant purchased the said several Talooks in the manner herein 
m that behalf mentioned until the present time he this Defendant by 
himself or his agents m that behalf hath held possession and still holds 
possession of the same and hath collected and still collects the rents 
issues and profits thereof to and for the use and benefit of him this 
Defendant and this Defendant further answering denies that he this 
Defendant is indebted to the sa d Complainant in any sum of money 
whatever on account of rent or interest cr otherwise in virtue of any instru- 
ment or agreement at any time executed by this Defendant ito the said 
Complainant and this Defendant further answering positively denies 
that the said Complainant hath at any time save by hei said Bill of 
Complaint applied to this Defendant to deliver up possession of the 
Talooks in the Bill mentioned or to account for the rents and profits 
thereof according to the several instruments m the said Bill of Com- 
plaint set forth or tq deliver up the Pottahs Title Deeds Documents and 
papers relating to the said last mentioned Talooks But this Defendant 
saith that if such application had been made this Defendant would not 
have complied therewith and this Defendant further answering saith 
tha*^ at the time m the Complainant^ Bill m that behalf mentioned qr 
at any other time this defendant did not borrow from the said Com- 
plainant the sum of sicca Rupees 4500 or any other sum of money 
either for the purpose of purchasing the Talooks in the Bill mentioned 
or for any other purpose and that this Defendant either at the respective 
periods of titae in the Bill of Complaint in that behalf mentioned or at 
any other period of time did not execute to the said Complainant any 
agreement or instrument m writing of any kind or description and 
that th*® Defendant never did rent or farm or agree to rent or farm from 
the Complainant the Talooks or lands in the Bill mentioned or any 
other Talooks or Lands of any kind or descnption and that this 
Defendant never paid Clr caused to be paid to the said Complainant 
any sum of money whatsoever on account of the rent of the 
Talooks m the Bill specified or of either of them or of any part 
therecif and that this Defendant is not now indebted to .the 
Complainant in any sum of money on any account whatsoever 
to the knowledge or belief of him this Defendant and that the 
several instruments in the said Bill of Complaint pretended to have 
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been execirted by this Defendant if any ?uch exist are false and fabn 
cated And iln* Defendant further answering saith that one Ramcaunt 
Roy fonneriy a Hindoo Inhabitant of Nangoorparah in the Purganah of 
Boyrah m the distnct of Burdwan and Province of Bengal but now 
deceased was m his Ufetnne posaesaed of certain property moveable and 
immoveable and that on or about the mcnlh of Augnm m the Bengal 
year one ^ousand two himdred and three the said Ramcaunt Roy by an 
Instrument m wntmg m the Bengal Language and character duly and 
publicly executed by the said Ramcaunt Roy and afterwards Registered 
by the Kazee of Kishenagore a Pubhc officer who m that behalf was 
lawfully authorized did divide and allot certain portions of property of 
him the said Ramcaunt Roy m the said mstnnnent particularly specified 
to and among his three sons then hving namely Juggomohun Roy Ram 
lochun Roy and this Defendant he the said Ramcaimt Roy m and by 
the same matnimerit havmg reserved to hnnself for his own use certain 
other portions of his said property and this Defendant further saith that 
after the execubon of tha said last menboned mstrument and o pur 
suance thereof this Defendant and the said other sons of the said 
Ramcaunt Roy respecbvely took possession of the shares or porbons 
of property which had been so allotted to tbem respecbvely anj that 
the said Ramcaunt Roy thereafter during his lifetime cqntmued to 
possess such porbons of property as had been so reserved by him for 
his own use and benefit and this Defendant further saith that from and 
after the allotment and parbbon before menboned thm Defendant and 
bis said brothers became separate and divided m estate and mterest 
from each other and at aD tunes afterwards during th© hfetnne cf the 
said Ramcaimt Roy contmued to be separate and divided m inferest 
and property and that this Defendant by his own separate and exclusive 
laboura and exeitbons acquired monies by which he was enahled to 
purchase several parcels of Landed Property mcludmg the Talooks 
called Govmdpore and Rammesserpore m the Complainants Bill of 
Complaint menhoaed And this Defendant further saith that Juggo- 
TOohun Roy hcrembefoic named was the eldest son of the said Ram- 
caunt Roy and that the said Juggomohun Roy havmg m virtue of the 
said Instrument cf allotment taken possession of the share or portion 
of property which had been so given to him by bis said Father Ranv 
caurf Roy he continued to possess and enjoy the same and conducted 
and earned on hia affairs separately and disbnctly from this Defendant 
and the said Ramlochun Roy And this Defendant further saith that 
the said Juggomohun in hu hlebme entered into concerns and 
speculabons which proved unfortunate and became mucb embarrassed m 
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his circumstances and was by his misfortunes compelled to dispose of a 
considerable part of the property which he had so received from his 
father Ramcaunt Roy and was obliged by his necessities to borrow 
money from different persons and among others from this Defendant 
and this Defendant further saith that in or about the Bengal year one 
thousand two hundred and eight and for a period of two and a half 
years next following or thereabouts the said Juggomohun Roy was im- 
pnsoned in the Gaol of the Dewanny Adawlut at Midnapore, ^or a cer- 
tain balance or sum of money amounting as this Defendant hath been 
informed and believes to sicca Rupees 4458 or thereabouts which was 
due or claimed to be due to the Government of Fort William from the 
said Juggomohun Roy on account of certain arrears of Revenue and this 
Defendant further saith that afterwards and in the month of Falgoon 
in the Bengal year orie thousand two hundred and eleven corresponding 
as this Defendant believes with the month of February in the year of 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and four the said Juggomohun. Roy 
borrowed from this Defendant the sum of Sicca Rupees one thousand 
and executed to this Defendant an Instrument in writing in the Bengal 
Language and character for securing to this Defendant the repayment 
thereof And this Defendamt further saith, he verily believes, that at 
all times afterwards until the time of the dea'-h of the said Juggomohun 
Roy which happened jn or about the month of Choyt in the Bengal year 
one thousand two hundred and eighteen corresponding as this Defen- 
dant bejieves with parts of the months of March and April in the year 
of Christ one thousand eight hundred and twelve the said Juggomohun 
Roy continued to be embarrassed in his pecuniary concerns and 
this Defendeint further saith that the said Complainant is the widow of the 
said Juggomohun Roy and was married to him some time m or about 
the Bengal year eleven hundred and ninety nine and that 
one Govindpersaud Roy hereinafter mentioned is a son of the said 
JuggomohuA Roy by the scud Complainant and is now living and is 
the only surviving son and personal representative of the said Juggo- 
mohun Roy and this Defendant further saith that long before the time 
when this Defendant purchased the Talooks called Govindpore and 
Rammesserpore hereinbefore mentioned and at the time and long 
before the date of the pretended Instrument in the Complainants Bill 
first set forth the said Complainant was married to the said Juggomohun 
Roy who was then living and that as this Defendant verily beheves the 
said Complcuncint had no property separate or distinct from the pro- 
perty of her said husband and this Defendant further answenng saith that 
after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy and on or about the 23rd 
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day of June m tLp year of Qmat ome thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen the said Govmdpersaud Roy the son of the said Complainant 
the said Juggomohim Roy exhibited and filed hia BiD of Complaint in 
this Honorable Court against this Defendant acod did therein and thereby 
amongst other things state that after the Execution of the matru 
ment of Partition or ADotment by the said Ramcaunt Roy which is here 
mbefore t^enhoned the said Ramcaunt Roy the said Juggomohun Roy 
aend this l5efcndant reumted and lived together as an Pfindoo family and 
became agam joint and imdivided m food property and m all other 
respects imtil the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy and that after his 
death the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant continued to hve 
together and to form an undivided family until the death of the said 
Juggomohun Roy and that the said Govmdpersaud Roy did m his said 
Bill of Complamt further state that after the making of the said Parbbon 
and aflotment m the said Bill and herembefore in that behalf respectively 
menboned the said Ramcaunt Roy porchnsed with the jomt momes 
and funds of hnnself and the «*ud Juggomohun Roy and this Defen 
dant, and for theu joint benefit the TaJooks called Govmdpore and 
Rammesserpore m the Complainants Bill and hereinbefore respectively 
menboned and that the said Ramcaunt Roy caused certain persons m 
the said Bill of Complaint of the said Govmdpersaud Roy menboned 
to execute Bills of sale thereof to this Defendant but m trust for and 
for the benefit of himself the said Ramcaunt Roy and of the said Juggo* 
mohun Roy and of this Defendant jomdy And this Defendant further 
saith that the said Govmdpersaud Roy did m his said Bill of Complamt 
further state that the said Tnlooks called Govmdpore and Rammesser 
pore continued to be the joml property of the said Ramcaunt Roy 
Juggomohun Roy and iKi* EJefendant f r o m the time of the purchase 
thereof until the bme of the death of the said Ramcaunt Roy and that 
after the death of the said Ramcaunt the said Juggomohun Roy and 
this Defendant became jointly lawfully enbtled to the said Talooks 
And that after the death of the said Juggomohun Roy he the said Govmd 
perssud Roy as the son and legal representabvo of the said Juggomohim 
Roy was lawfully enbtled to a moiety of the said Talooks of Govmd 
pore Rammesserpore together with other property m the said Bill of 
Complaint of the said Gofvmdpersaud Roy parbcularly menboned and 
of which the said Govmdpersaud Roy among other thmgs thereby pray 
ed a {partition and this Defendant further saith that he behoves the said 
Bill of Complamt must have been filed by the said Govmd Roy with 
the pnvity and knowledge of his Mother the Complainant m this Cause 
and that although the said Complamant from the bemg a female might 
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not Kave been informed of the particular nature or objects of the suit 
so commenced by her son the said Govindpersaud Roy yet this Defen- 
dant believes that the Complainant must have been informed that her 
said son was endeavounng to obtain from this Defendant a moiety 
or share of all the Landed property which this Defendant then possessed 
including the said Talooks called Govindpore and Rammesserpoire and 
which the Complainant by her Bill untruly allege were sold her by 
this Defendant in the year of Christ 1 799 And this Defendant further 
answering saith he verily believes that at the time when the said Bill 
of Complaint of the said Govindpersaud Roy was filed against this 
Defendant as aforesaid the said Govindpersaud Roy had never heard 
from his ipother the said Complainant that the pretended instruments 
in the Bill of Complaint set forth or any or either of them had at any 
time been executed by this Defendant toi the said Complainant and this 
Defendant further saith that he duly appeared to the said Bill of Com- 
plaint of the said Govindpersaud Roy and Filed his answer to the same 
and did therein among other things state as the fact was and is that 
the said Juggomohun Roy and this Defendant had never been j'oined 
or reunited their interests after the Partition or allotment that had been 
made by their said father Ramcaunt Roy and that the said Talooks 
called Govindpore and Rammesserpore had been respectively purchased 
by this Defendant with his own proper and separately acquired monies 
and that the said Ramcaunt Roy and Juggomohun Roy or either of 
them had not been at any time or m any manner interested in the said 
Talooks or either of them and this Defendant further answering saith 
that such proceedings were edterwards had in the said Suit, that the 
same being at issue witnesses were examined on the peirt and behalf 
of the said Govindpersaud Roy eis well as of this Defendant and that 
publication having passed the said cause was set dotwn to be heard 
before this Honorable Court but that the said Govindpersaud Roy not 
having appeared at the hearing of the said Cause the said Bill of Com- 
plaint of the Scud Govindpersaud Roy was dismissed with costs as by the 
proceedings in the said last mentioned suit now remaining as of record 
in this Honorable Court will more fully appear And this Defendant 
further saith he venly believes that the said Complainant hath commenc- 
ed the present Suit with the privity and knowledge of her son the said 
Govindpersaud Roy and that the said Govindpersaud Roy having faded 
to establish the unjust claim which he preferred against this Defendant 
in the said other suit to recover the said TeJooks hath inshgated and per- 
suaded the said Complainant prefer her Bill of Complaint agaanst this 
Defendant upon the fabncated instruments therein set forth and this 
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Defendant venly bebevea that the mformahon supplied by the anawer 
of thu Defendant to the Bill of the aaid Govmdperaaud Roy respecting 
the purchase of the said Talooks hath enabled the fabricators of the 
sard instrument^ to prepare the same And this Defendant lastly sub- 
mits to thTs Honorable Court as be is advised that were if the said 
Instruments m the said Bill of Complaint of the said Complainant respec 
bvoly set forth had been eaecuted by this Defendant but which this 
Defendan*t positively denies the remedy of the said Complainant ought 
to have been sought on the Plea Side of this Honorable Court m as 
much as the said Complainant hath not by her said Bill shown any suffi 
dent matter of Equity to enbtle hex to the relief sought and prayed by 
the said Bill of Complainb And this Defendant demes all and all 
manner of comhmabon and confederacy wherewith he stands charged 
m and by the said Bill of Complamt without that, that there is any 
other matter or thmg material or necessary for this Defendant to make 
answer unto and not herein and herein well and sfficiently answered 
unto confessed or avoided traversed or denied is true all which matters 
and thing)i this Defendant is ready to aver and pirove as this Honorable 
Court shall direct and award and humbly prays to be hence dismissed 
with his reasonable Costs and Charts )n this behalf most wroogfully 
sustained 

^Sd) H Compton 

John Turner (Sd) Rammohim Roy 

Defdts Soir 

This Answer was taken and the abovenamed Defendant Ram- 
mohun Roy was duly sworn to the truth thereof according to his faith 
this 3Td day of September 1821 

Before me 

(Sd) Sslw I (Sd ) E C Macnaghten 

(sd) v a chater 

Wt to the Oath 

The Defendant m addibon to th© ordinary mode of swearmg for a 
Person of his Cast and condibon held ui his Hands at the tunc the 
Vedanb 

(SdJ E. a M 

131 Rspltestlon Of Qoorgih Dtliy (Pntd 17 Sipttnbsr, Ittl) 

The Repheabon of Doorga Daby 
the Complainant to the Answer of 
Rammohun Roy the Defendant 
abovenamed 

This Rephant saving and reserving to herself all and all manner 
of advantage of excephon to the manifold insuffiaenaes of the answer 
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of the said Defendant for Replication thereunto saith that she will aver 
and prove her said Bill to be true certain and ^sufficient in the law to' be 
answered unto and that the said answer of the said Defendant is un- 
certain untrue and insufficient toi be replied unto by this Rephant without 
that that any other matter or thing whatsoever in the said answer con- 
tained material or effectual in the law to be replied unto or herein not 
replied unto confessed or avoided traversed or denied is true all which 
matters and things this Rephant is and will be ready to aver and prove 
as this Honorable Court shall direct and humbly prays as in and by her 
said Bill she hath already prayed ® 

R Howard (Sd ) G Money. 

Complts Atty 

137. Rejoinder of Rammohun Roy. (Filed 19 October, 1821) 

The Rejoinder of the Defendant 
Rammohun Roy to the Replication 
of Doiorga Daby the Complamant 
The said Defendant now and at all times hereafter saving and 
reserving t<s himself all and all manner of benefit and advantage of 
Exception to the uncertainty and insufficiency of the said Replication 
says that this Defendants said Answer is certain true and sufficient in 
the law to be replied unto and he also says as in and by his said Answer 
he has already said eind doth and will aver and maintain all and every 
thing and things therein to be true and certain in such manner and form 
as they and every of them are therein alledged and Expressed 

John Turner (Sd ) H Compton 

Defdts Atty 

138. Court’s order for the dismissal of the BUI of complaint for want of 
prosecution (2 November, 1821) 

George the Fourth by the Grace 
of God of Umted Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith and so 
forth 

Fourth Term 1821 

Doorga Daby ^ Upon reading two several Certificates of the Sworn 

Against r Clerk a Certificate of the Registrar and a Certificate 

Rammohun Roy' of the Examiner of this Court all filed this day It 
is Ordered that the Bill of Complaint of the Complainant in this cause 
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be diamitsed wib coata for want of Proaecution unlcas the said Com 
plainant xijxm Notice of this Order to be given to his Attorney shaU on 
Thursday next the eighth day of November mstnnt shew cause to the 
contrary Upon the Motion of Mr Compton advocate of the said 
Defendant 

WITNESS Sir Edward Hyde Elast Knight Ctief Justice at Fort 
William aforesaid the second day of November m the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty one 

(Sd) D Hcming 

TumCT Atty Rcgr 

EKaininar*s Oertlfloatai 
Exammer s Office 

I do hereby certify that no Interrogatonea on 
behalf of the Complainant m this cause have been 
filed m my office — Given under my hand this second 
day of November one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-^e 

(Sd) T Levnn 
Exammer 

139 Ordsr of ths Court dlsotisrglng Uls order nlil otitilnsd by Rtmme iuf n 
Roy (f November 1821) 

George the Fourth by the Grace 
of God of United Kingdom of 
Great BnUun and Ireland Kmg 
Defender of the Faith and so 
forth 

Fourth Term 1821 

Doorga Daby Upon reading on the part of the Defendant in ffiis 

Against r cause an order of this Court made m this cause 

Rammohun Roy ' on the second day of November instant and an 

affidavit of Bungseedhur Doss Sworn this eighth day of November one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one and of the due service thereof 
both filed this day and upon reading on the part of the said Complainant 
office copies of the said Order of the said second day of November 
Instant and of two several Cerbficatea of the Sworn Qerk and of a 
Certificate of the Registrar sod of a Certificate of the Exammer of this 
Court aD filed on the said second day of November instant and upon 
hearing vrhal was alledged by the advocates on both sides and upon 


Doorga Daby 'i 
vs { 

Rammohun Roy ^ 

Turner 
Defdts Atty 
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the said Complainants hereby peremptorily undertaking to file her Interro*- 
gatories in Chief within a fortnight from ithis day It is Ordered that 
the said order obtained by the said Defendant on the second day of 
November instant be and the same is hereby discharged with costs 
Upon the motion of Mr. Compton advocate for the said Defendant and 
of Mr Money advocate for the said Complainant 

WITNESS Sir Edward Hyde East Knight Chief Justice at Fort 
William aforesaid the eighth day of November in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty one 

Turner Atty (Sd) D Herring 

Howard Atty Regr 


Affidavit: 

Muddunmohun Doss of Mirzapore in the Town of Calcutta a writer 
m the service of Mr John Turner Attorney for the Defendant in this 
Cause maketh oasth and saith that he this Deponent did on the First 
day of December instant serve Mr Robert Howard Attorney for the 
Complainant in this Cause with the Order nisi hereunto annexed and 
marked with the Letter A by delivering to and leaving a True copy 
thereof with Shibchunder Day a writer in the service of the said Robert 
Howard at his office in Calcutta aforesaid and at ithe same time shew- 
ing him the said Shibchunder Day the said original Order imder the 
seal of this Honorable Court. 

Muddenmohun Doss 

Sworn this 4th day 
of December, 1821 

Before me 
(Sd ) A Buller 

140. Final order of the Court for dismissal of the Bill of complaint for want 
of prosecution. (30 November, 1821) 

Exhibit A referred to in the annexed Affidavit of Muddenmohun 
Doss sworn this 4th day of December 1821 before me 

(Sd) A B 

George the Fourth by the grace 
of God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britmn and Ireland King De- 
fender of the Faith and so forth 


Sittings sifter 4th Term 1821 
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Doorgali Doty Upon Reodmg an office copy of an order of 

Against r this Court made m tLio Cause on the Ea^ith 

Rammohun Roy ^ day of November instant a Cerbficaie of the 

Exaimner and twgr several Cerbficetea of the Registrar of this Court aD 
filed thi* day It is Ordered that the Bill of Complaint of the Complainant 
m this cause be dismissed with costs for want of prosecution unless the 
said Complainant upon notice of this Order to be given to her Attorney 
shall on Tuesday the fourth day of December next shew cause to the 
contrary Upon the motion of Mr Compton advocate lor the said 
Defendant 

Witness Sir Edward Hyde East Kt Quef Juspcc at Fort Wilham 
aforesaid die 30th day of November m the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one 

Turner (Sd ) D Heming 

Atty Registrar 
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DATES 

DooTgah Daby 

’ — ^vs — 

Rammobvm Roy 

29 Sept , 

1820 

Attorney Mr Howard engaged by Doorgah 
Daby Witness Govindpersaud Roy 

13 April, 

1821 

Bill of Complaint filed s 

14 .. 

> 9 

Attorney Mr J Turner engaged by Ram- 
mohun Roy. 

16 

99 

Rcimmohun Roy enters appearance 

1 1 May 

99 

Rammohun Roy petitions for a week’s further 
time to file his Answer 

21 .. 

If 

Doorgah Daby petitions Court to issue a 
Writ of Attachment against Rammohun 
Roy for failing to file his Answer within 
time Prayer granted Writ issued 

7 June 

91 

Rammohun Roy petitions Court that his con- 
tempt (of Court;) having been cleared a 
month’is further time be given him to file 
his Answer With complainant’s consent. 

7 July 

9 9 

Rammohun Roy having failed agmn to file 
his Answer within time Writ of Attachment 
issued against him 

5 September 

99 

Rammohun Roy files his Answer 

13 .. 

9 9 

Doorgah Daby, petitions for time to file 
Replication Prayer granted 

2 November 

9 9 

Court orders dismissal of Complameint’s 
Bill of Complaint for want of piirosecution 

26 i> >> 

9 9 

Examiner certifies that no Interrogatones 
were filed by Doorgah Daby 

30 »» >» 

99 

Registrar certifies that no further time was 
obtained by Doorgah Daby since 23 
November 

>1 »> »i 

9 9 

Complainant’s Bill of Complaint dismissed 
- finally for wanit of prosecution 
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141. Proceedings of the chief Civil Court (Sadar Adalati Dewani) under the 
sitting Judge Mr Robert Maiden Ratri, dated the lOlh November 1830, corres- 
ponding to 26th Kartik 1237 Bcngaie and 10th Aghan 1238 Fasll, Wednesday. 


No 3004 


Maharaja Tejchund . Appellant 
-vs- 

Rammohun Ray & 
Govmdpeisaud Roy Respondents 


Munshi Haider All, one of the pleaders for the appellant was pre- 
sent The respondents, in spite of summons and notices issued to 
them, were not present either personally or through their pleaders. 
So, in their absence, the case was taken up on the 8th of the present 
month and the scheduled papers of the Provincial Court from Nos 1 to 
22 were read, when the day being at its close, the case was adjourned 
To-day, again, the hearing being resumed, the remaining papers of the 
Provincial Court including the decision therein and the petition embody- 
ing reasons and a reply to that etc , all the papers of that Court came 
up for consideration On perusal of all the papers and due regard 
having been paid to all the facts and circumstances of the case it ap- 
pears that the present suit was instituted by the appellant on the 16th 
June, 1823, corresponding to 1230 B S, after a lapse of a period of 
twenty-four years from the date of the kistibandi executed by Ram 
Kanta Roy, the ancestor of the respondents, on which is baised the 
claim of the appellant On this ground it is clear that the suit is time- 
barred, and on the same consideration, the claim of the appellant is by 
no means cognizable in this court If the statement of Han Prashad, 
witness, be accepted as true that Juggomohun Roy had agreed to be 
hable for the money mentioned m the Kistibandi up to the year 1216 
B S and promised the payment in his life time, yet the claim of the 
appellant is m no way tenable according to the existing law because (a) 
from the beginning of 1216 to 1230 B S , the dates mentioned in the 
plaint, a penod of 1 4 yems had already elapsed, and (b) the plea made 
by the appellant that Juggomohun Roy had agreed to pay the money 
on demand in his life tme, and after his death his son Govmdpersaud 
Roy, one of the respondents, agreed to do the same up to the year 
1226 B S, when he was in service in the CoUectorate of Burdwan, 
has not been substantiated from the relevant papers The case is there- 
fore disbelieved Moreover, the question of time-bar was also taken 


For the original Persian records see Appendix These records are preserved in the 
old Records Dept of the Calcutta High Court (Appellate Side). 
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into account m conaidenns; the c*ae Gjntidenng theac cjrcumstancea 
no sufiaent reason la found to alter the dicision of the lower court 
It ifl therefore ordered that the decwion of the Provincial Court 
Calcutta, dated the I4th July 1827 be upheld and the appeal diamieaed 
the costs of both the courts and fees of the pleaders for the appellant 
for conducting the case in this court shall be borne by the appellant. 
As no work of Munahi Muhammad Panah, deceased pleader for the 
appellant is observed no fee shall be paid to bis heirs 
The text of the judgment m full is as foDows — 

"^e appellant h"*;! previously filed a case in the Provincial Court 
C€ilcutta on the 16lb June 1823 against Rammobun Roy and Govmd 
persaud Roy heira to Ram Kanta Ray deceased claiming a sum of 
Rs 12 624 and cownes 2 on account of arreara of land revenue mclud 
mg a penal mtcrest m all Rs 25 248 ganda 1 and cownes 2 The peU 
bon of plamt states that Ram Kanta Roy an inhabitant of Radhana 
gur Pargana Bhorsot father and grandfather respecbvcly of the defen 
dants had taken m farm (ijare) most of the mahals of my zemmdary 
On accoctnt of falUng in arreara of land revenae of a mahal m the 
pargana Khondghosh one of the mahals under lease he ezectited a 
Kisbbandl bond for a sum of Rs 12 624 and (2) cownes engaging to 
pay off the amount on or before the I5th of Aswm 1207 B S The bond 
was countersigned by Mr Thomas Judge of the Burdwnn Distnct But 
before he could pay the amount he died Now the debt with pnnapal 
and mtcrest has amounted to Rs 25 248 ganda I and cownes 2 Ah 
though Rammohun Roy end Govindperaaud Roy heirs to the Roy 
deceased are the owners and in possession of all the effects left by the 
said Roy by right of inheritance they have cunningly evaded the pay 
ment of my legal dues hence my prayer and cravmg for jusbee 

Rammohun Roy one of the defendants declared the rlwim of the 
plaintiff a piece of fraud and abaohitely false and denied to have any 
knowledge of the existence or contrary of the Kiatibandi bond eo the 
quesbon of validity or non vahdily of his confession does not arise If 
m rcahty the plainbff had any dues from his lather on account of arrears 
of land revenuct he should have demanded it from him who was a res- 
pectable and well-to-do roan, and not from the defendant who had no 
connexion with the property left by bis father smee he (the defendant) 
had during the latter a hfe-bme separated from him and the rest of the 
family m consequence of his altered habits of life and change of opimons 
and been hvxng mdepeudently on hi* own eamrag Thus the claim 
of the plainbff can never turn down on the defendant If the version 
of the p l a inb ff be admitted to be true he (the father of the defendant) 
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after executing the Kislibandi bond m 1206 for the term of one year 
and two months, was alive for more than four j'ears, during which time 
the plaintiff was silent and never made any demand Now as this case has 
been filed after the lapse of 23 years, it is untenable according to the 
provision of sec 4 of Reg 3 of 1793, and is not worth hearing in any 
\say Moreover, the plaintiff has stated that on account of (a^ his sense 
of civility, (b) the death of Ins (defendant’s) father after the lapse of 
3 or 4 years from the time when the deed of Kistibandi was executed, 
(c) the presence of his (defendant's) brother Juggomohun Roy with the 
plaintiff as a candidate (ummedwar), and (d) his (defendant’s) abtence 
from this country, the filing of this case has so long been held back 
In reply to these the defendant said “(a) my father died 13 years ago in 
1218, (b) the candidature of my brother was no bar to the plaintiff, who 
\vas a wise and aged man, from urging his demand on him, (c) I did not 
Ine concealed in a country outside the jurisdiction of the Company 
Bahadur, that the plaintiff had no information of my whereabouts, but 
I resided at a short distance, in the distncts of Ramgarh, Bhagalpur 
and Rangpur w’lthm the jurisdiction of the Company for recreation 
and recoupment of my health, and I have been residing m this town for 
the last nine years Besides, 1 have a dwelling house in the district of 
Hugh and a considerable amount of my property lies within the 
collectorship of Burdwan, and putteney talooks of high jummas within 
the plaintiff’s own zemindarj% as well as in the town of Calcutta 
With a knowledge of all this property the plaintiff never made a 
demand of the money mentioned m the Kistibandi bond from me 
That the plaintiff’s intention m making such an unfounded claim is 
nothing but to harass me can be easily imagined Moreover, the under- 
lying motive of the plaintiff in instituting this suit could be nothing but 
this that my nephew (sister’s son) Baboo Gooroodoss Mookerjee held 
the office of Dewan in the service of Maharajah Pratap Chund, the 
son of the plaintiff, and after the death of the maharaja acted as 
vakeel on behalf of the ranees, the wives of the maharaja, against the 
plaintiff in a case in the court For this reason, and with a view of 
avenging his malice and animosity the plaintiff, on the belief that the 
said Mookerjee had gone over to his opponent at my instance, has 
brought in this case demanding a heavy sum of money, in order to rum 
and bring me down on my knees, without caring for the expenses that 
Vinll be incurred in this court, and being puffed up with pelf and 
pride ” 

The reply of the plaintiff is a confirmation of his plaint, with 
this addition, that the father of the defendant was one of the excellent 
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lease holders of his zcmindary that on accotmt of constant nssoaa 
bon he (the phunb^ had a parbculai attachment to him m preference 
to other people that on the amount of the Icisbhandi bemg demanded 
he used to excuse himself from payment by pleading his want of 
means that after his death the money was successively demanded 
from Juggomohun Roy his eldest son and on the latter a death 
from his son Govindpersaud Roy but they both eluded payment 
that the defendant, an ungrateful man has brushed away from his 
mind all the obhgabons and favours shown to him and determined to 
cause Q loss to his (plainbff s) legal dues The defendant bad brought 
forth Reg 3 of 1793 for preventing his pebbon being heard of while 
he has not aware that Reg 2 of 1805 providing a penod of 60 years 
for the recognibon of clauns ousted 

The defendant m hia rooinder confirms all that he stated m his 
answer and adds that if a son succeeds to his father s estate by vir 
tne of such succession he makes hnnsclf responsible for all his debts 
but m case of a son separating hnnself from hia father during his life- 
time and by his own exerbon acquiring property unconnected with 
his father and after his father s death inhentmg no portion of his 
father s property both the shastur laws and the established usage and 
custom of the country do not hold him amehable for his father s 
debts 

Govindpersaud Roy defendant m spite of summons bemg issued 
to him did not appear either personally or through hia pleader 

At the time of hearing the case on the !4th July 1827 Mr 
Wilham Braddon the fifth Judge of the Provmaal Court after gomg 
through all the papers and paying duo consideration to all the facts 
and circumstances came to the finding that the case of the plaintiff 
was based on three pomts viz (a) wntmg down a lasbbanch bond 
for Rs 12 624 and cownes 3 on the Ist of Asarh 1206 B S by Ram 
Kanta Roy father of Rammohun Roy and grandfather of Govindper 
aaud Roy the defendants m favour of the pUuntiff (b) non payment 
of the money m spite of repealed demands by Juggomohun Roy one 
of the sons of Ram Kanta Roy deceased and after his death by 
Govindpersaud Roy the latter s son and (c) if it was legally bmcEng 
on Rammohun Roy and Govindpersaud Roy who arc m possession of 
the property left by Ram Kanta Roy by nght of inheritance to pay to 
the plaintiff the amount of money mentioned m the Josbbandi bond for 
which this case has been instituted 

Rammohun Roy the defendant m his reply demed to have any 
knowledge of writing down of the lasdbandj bond and argued among 
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other things, that he lived npnrt and separate from his father before 
the deed was executed 

Although the plaintiff has no documentary evidence in respect of 
executing the kistibandi bond by Ram Kanta Roy, deceased, m his 
favour, yet he (plaintiff) m his reply has made no mention of ever 
making any demand for the money in the kistibandi from the Roy 
deceased, who \\as alive for three years after the execution of the 
bond, cither during his hfc-lime or on the expiry of the time-limit 
mentioned in the deed Moreover, in their depositions none of the 
Witnesses for the plaintiff has mentioned about the demand •for the 
money m the kistibandi so long ns the late Roy lived It has come out 
from the deposition of Gorachund Mulhk, witness for the plaintiff, 
that It is the standing custom in the zemindary office of the plaintiff to 
retain the deed of kistibandi executed by any one in favour of the 
plaintiff in his zcmindarj' office even after the money had been paid 
In lieu of that a receipt or a written release bearing the stamp of the 
plaintiff is granted to the executors of the kistibandi In the face of 
this fact, it is doubtful if the money mentioned m the kistibandi bond 
has not been paid in the life-time of the Roy deceased to the plain- 
tiff The plaintiff in his rejoinder has staled to have made repeated 
demands for the money in the kistibandi from Juggomohun Roy, and 
after his death from his son Govmdpersaud Roy, who is alleged to 
have promised the payment by instalments Han Pershad Roy, a 
witness for the plaintiff, has deposed in support of the statement that 
the above mentioned persons promised the payment by instalments 
Kishun Mohun Roy, witness, has expressed that Juggomohun Roy 
agreed to pay on demand the money stipulated in the kistibandi bond 
But the depositions of all these witnesses do not appear to be reliable, 
because it is beyond imagination that any one would agree to pay the 
debt of his father or grand-father after their death, still more after the 
lapse of a long period, Nevertheless, if the fact be granted to be tnre, 
it IS difficult to pass orders for payment of such a large amount by the 
Court on the ground of sheer verbal acquiscence The plaintiff’s ex- 
cuse that Rammohun Roy, the defendant, was always on tour is un- 
tenable, because taking the fact to be so, the plaintiff had the option 
to bring in a suit against the heirs and owners of the property left by 
the Roy deceased What was the reason of his remaining silent for 23 
years? The plaintiff claims for the pnncipal sum together with its 
interest, but as no mention of interest is made m the kistibandi bond, 
and as it has not been proved either from papers or from the deposi- 
tion of any of the plaintiff’s witnesses that the ongmal money in the 
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kitfabandi bond haa ever been demanded from Rammobun Roy how 
can the clajm of mtereat on it atand? If the deposition of Han 
Pcrahad and Kishun Mohun witncaaca for the plaintiff m respect of 
the demand for the money mentioned m the lostibundi m 1212 or bet 
ween 121 1 and 1216 from Juggomohun Roy and the latter a pro- 
mue to pay the sura be admattcd to bo true yet the claim of the 
plainbff IS not worth heanng m the Court according to the standing 
law for the duration of time from the beginning of 1216 to the end 
of 1230 when the pebtion was first filed had exceeded the penod of 
12 yeart, In this circumstance the plaintiff' s pebbon cannot be enter 
tamed m the Court accordmg to the provision of sec 4 of Reg 3 of 
1793 On these grounds the learned judge passed the verdict that the 
suit be dismissed and the plaintiff shall bear all the costs of the 
Court 

The appellant being dissatisfied with the decision of the Provincial 
Court at Calcutta haa filed under the same number an appeal m this 
Court At present Munshi Hyder Ah one of the pleaders for the 
appellant is present while the respondents m spite of sttmmons and 
nobcea issued to them have not hitherto appeared either personally 
or through their pleaders Thus m their absence the case was tahen 
up on the 6th of the present month and the papers of the Provmcial 
Court from Nos 1 to 22 were read when the day being at its close 
further hearing of the case was adjourned To-day agam the case 
is resumed the remauung piapers of the Provincial Court mcluding 
the decision therein and the pebbon embodying reasons and reply to 
that etc all the relevant papers of that Court came up for conaidera 
bon On going through all the papers and due regard havmg been 
paid to all the facts and ctrcumstances of the case it appears the 
suit was filed by the appellant on the I6th June 1623 corresponding 
to 1230 B S after a lapse of a penod of 24 years from the date of the 
execubon of the losbbandi bond by Ram Kanta Roy the ancestor of the 
respondents oQ which the appellant s claim is basei For this reason 
the insbtubon of this suit is tunc'barred. and also On that groimd the 
c ta ui> of the appiellant is by no means worth heanng m tlui Court 

Supposing the deposibon of Han Perahad witness to bo true that 
Juggomohun Roy had agreed to bo responsible for the money men 
honed m the losbhandi bond up to the year 1216 and promised the 
payment m his life bme yet the claim of the apipcllant is not tenable 
m any way by virtue of the existing law because (a) from the beginning 
of 1216 to the end of 1230 B S the dates monboned m the plamt a 
term of 14 years had already elapsed and (b) the excuse made by the 
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appellant tlint lugpomohun Roy had agreed to pay the money on 
demand m his hfc-time, and after his death his son Govmdpersaud 
Roy, one of the respondents, did the same up to the year 1226 BS , 
^\hcn the latter was m scrMcc m the collectorate of Burdwan, has not 
been prosed from the papers filed Under the circumstances the case 
IS disbelieved On the other hand it is a pretence to do away with 
the question of time-bar and to obtain a hearing of this case. 

Considering these facts and circumstances no sufficient reason is 
found to reverse the decision of the lower Court It is, therefore, 
ordered that the decision of the Provincial Court, Calcutta, ejated the 
Hlh July 1827, be upheld and the appeal of the appellant dismissed 
Tlie costs shall be borne by the appellant, and the fees of the pleaders 
for conducting this case be paid by him . As no work of Munshi 
Muhammad Panah, deceased, has been observed, no remuneration 
shall be given to his heirs 


Expenditure on behalf of the appellant Rs 1438-0-0 
Uclaih . 


1 Cost of stamp for the petition of appeal on 



Rs 25,248-0-0 (vide Act 1 of 1814) 

Rs 

750-0-0 

2 

Pecs of Munshis Hasan Ah and Hyder Ah, 
pleaders, on the above sum 

Rs 

612-8-0 

3 

Cost of stamp on a vakalut-nama 

Rs 

. 2-0-0 

4 

Cost of stamp for reply 

Rs 

8-0-0 

5 

Cost for a list of documents 

Rs 

2-0-0 

6 

Cost for the decree to be paid by 
both the parties 

Rs 

64-0-0 


Total 

Rs 

1438-8-0 

Paid 

Rs 

1374-8-0 

Balance 

Rs 

64-0-0 


N.B — The texts of the proceedings and judgment in the tiro other cases 
(Nos 3005 & 3006) instituted by Maharaja Tejehund against Banimohun 
Roy are almost identical with those of the above one, the amounts of claim 
only being different for different other taloohs In case No 3005 the 
plaintiff’s claim was for Rs 66,807-14-12 (for principal and interest) and 
costs Rs 1940/-, while in case No 3006 the claim was for Rs 15,200 (for 
principal and interest) and costs Rs 1018/- only 




PART THREE 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
RADHAPERSAUD ROY, SON OF 
! RAMMOHUN ROY 
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142. Letter from tho Coltcotor of Burdwan (Mr. Elliot) to the Board of 
Revenue recommending tho appointment of Dobnarain Bose to the post of 
Head Shorlstadar of the Burdwan Colleotorship. (10 May, 1821) 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter dated the 19th September last communi- 
cating the resignation of the Head Shenstadar of this office and to the 
Boards orders in reply dated the 22nd of the same month 1 beg leave to 
recommend Debnaram Bose the Naib Shenstadar to succeed to the 
vacant situation. Debnaram Bose has been 23 years in his present 
situation and has been 32 years in this office which he entered ^n the 
year 1796 

Board’s Order: 

Ordered that the Collector of Burdwan be informed the Board autho- 
nze the proposed appointment. 

143. Letter from tho Secretary to Government to tho Judge & Magistrate 
of Burdwan asking to administer oath to Mr. DIgby (1 February, 1822) 

To 

J R Hutchinson Esqre. 

Judge & Magistrate of Burdwan. 

Sir. 

I am directed by the Governor General in Council to request that 
you will administer the Oath prescribed by Act of Parliament to Mr. 
John Digby, who has this day been appointed Collector of Burdwan f 

144. Mr. Dlgby’s letter to the Board intimating of his having nominated 
Shibnarain Roy to the post of Treasurer of the Burdwan Colleotorship. 
(3 September, 1822) 

Sir, 

With reference to the Orders of the Board of Revenue contained 
in your letter under date the 5th July last I beg leave to report for the 
information of the Board that I have dismissed the former Treasurer 
Davypersaud Sircar in conformity to the orders above alluded to and 
nominated as an acting successor Sibnarain Roy a man of very respect- 
able character and family modest and gentlemanly in his manners and 
appearance he offers his Father as one Security by name Rajeeblochun 
Roy an Inhabitant of Jarrah, the proprietor of Lot Berrabarryah in Per- 
gunnah Chunderconah under the annual assessment for Sicca Rupees 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 15 May, 1821, No 3 
t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate (J'ld), 1822, No 81 
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10 316 3 16 and Lot Gopauln&gur m Pergtmnali Jehnnal>ad the Sudder 
Jumma of which Sicca Rupeea 2 735 5 9 3 theae loti he has proposed 
to be kept imder a deposit of a Secunty Bond according to the 
new form presenhed by the Boards moreover he offers another 
Security to be given if required 

Para 2d I have not as yet regularly examined the Secunty Bond 
which he offers for I consider it my duty to make known to the Board 
the character and proposal of the new Treasurer pnor to any further 
enquiry • 
c 

145 Board t rsply to ttii abovt Isttir (10 Boptimbir lIXl) 

Sir 

I am dnected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
3d Instant and to acquaint you m reply that the quahffcatioxis of modest 
and gentlemanhke appearance and manners are not the orcumstances 
which usually direct a CoDector s ^ choice of a person 

capable of discharging the very important and responsible duties of 
Treasurer 

2d It would have been therefore more satisfactory to the Board 
if you had acquainted them that you had previously ascertained his 
possession of the more essential requisites of knowledge mtegnty and 
experience m busmess and if you had furnished them with more specific 
information relative to the responsibihty of the Securities whom he has 
tendered 

3d These are pomts on which rt is indispenably necessary that 
the Board should possess the most exact intelligence and they axxord 
mgly desire that you wiH report the nature of the proposed Treasmers 
past employments the chsxactcr which he has maintamed m them and 
also your opinion after dehgent enquiry with respect to the adequacy of 
the Securities whose names he has specified t 

I4t Mr Dtgby s Isttsr to ths BosnJ stating riasons for hit refusing to gtvs 
totfuUtanoi to Davypsraiud SIresr ths lata Trsasurtf of Burdvan Colltetorthip 
(16 Ootobtr 1822) 

Sit 

In contmuabon of my letter of the 8th Instant I have the honour 
to send you for the constderabon of die Board a statement assigning 
reasons for refusmg to give an acquittance to the late Treasurer as the 
Board required an igmiediate reply to their letter of the 1st Instant I was 

Bo«rd of Rcreoae Piocx»< 20 September 1622« No 3 

t Boexd of Rerenoe Proegi 20 September 1622 No 6 



SELECTIONS FROM OFTICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 317 


unable to give full information on the subject which I hope will be 
afforded to them by the following explanation 

2 The statement will shew that the sum total of money found in 
my Treasury on the 13th August 1822 (the day in which I dismissed the 
late Treasurer from his office) amounted to Rupees 2,51,409 8. in cash 
and Bank Notes while the actual cash balance of the Treasury up to that 
day was stated to amount to Rupees 253 114 9 8 

3 The Khajanchee when called upon to make good the above 
mentioned deficiency of Sa Rs 1705 1 8 replied that many native 
officers attached to this establishment to whom he said he lent %om his 
own cash of about Sicca Rupees 3900 in advance of their respective 
salaries and wished me to allow him credit for that sum in the public 
accounts on my examining with these individuals whom the Khajanchee 
said he had lent many of them denied of their having received any ad- 
vance and some of them agreed 

4 Being of opinion that no advance or loan of money by a 
Khajanchee without special authority could be at all justifiable I de- 
manded of him the deficiency but without effect, I shall now proceed 
for the recovery of that sum according to the instructions that the Board 
may be pleased to furnish me with 

5 When I counted in person the money in my Treasury from the 
hands of the late Khajanchee I found there 35 counterfeit Rupees kept 
in the room and consequently questioned him respecting this irregular 
and suspicious circumstance His reply was that the Pootdar of the 
Rajah of Burdwan had inadvertently kept them in the Treasury 

6 In examining his accounts for the last years I found that in several 
instances he had charged Government with different sums on account 
of salciries attached to the situations under this Collectorship which were 
actually vacant dunng those particular periods of time of which they 
were debited 1 therefore beg to send the accompanying statement of 

the instances above alluded to for the orders of the Board 

7 On my further examining the account of the estabhshment as 
also appeared me that some individual have not as yet received their 
salanes which have been charged in the Treasury accounts and that 
the sum due to them Rs 618 had not been discharged by the late 
Treasurer 

8 In consideration of his misfortune I have adopted very mild 
measures for the recovery of the above sums from the late Treasurer 
and I feel much surprised at his complaints to the Board of my treatment 
of him I really regret that I am compelled to bring to the notice of the 
Board his mean and malignant conduct. 
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9 Upon my being ordered by the Board to remove bim from hia 
office the Kbajanchee entreated that I would employ hia nephew ra his 
roorO to defend the object of his enemy who had prosecuted him in the 
Court I expressed to him my enhre aveiaioa to pracbco deception upon 
the Board and nominated Sibnarain Roy m his room the eldest son of 
Rajiblochun. Roy one of the natives of the first respectabihty m Burdwan 
m credit wealth and landed property whom I know personally dunng 
my former residence m India 

10 Disappointed in his expectation and disposed to attribute the 
nomination of Shebnaram Roy to the interest and exertions of Rada 
persaud Roy my Shenstadar (he heang distantly connected by mamage 
to Sheebnaxain Roy) the late Khajanchce engaged himself m the employ 
of the Rajah of Burdwan and having conspired with Debnauth Bose my 
head shenstadar a man of some influence a notonous wntei anonymous 
letters mtended to calumniate and injury Radapersad Roy on account of 
my not recommending to the Board to appoint hia nephew to succeed 
him 

1 1 Immediately after his dismissal of the late Treasurer the Darogah 
of stamp papers his brother m law gave mformataon to the Magistrate of 
this distnct accusmg Radapersad Roy of having received a bnbe of Sa 
Rs 373 from the tnofustil venders of stamps a case which is on trial 
m the Court — Bhoyrub Chund Sercar the nephew of the Khajanchee pre- 
ferred to the Magistrate a complaint statmg that Radapersaud Roy said 
to him that he should not have an amulnamah or power of possession 
of the Khundgose chackran lands unless he would give him a bnbe of 
fif^ Rupees— TTie Board perhaps may recollect their having set aside 
the lease of the above mentioned estate and that of several others m 
your letter of the 10th Instant 

12 Rammohun Chattoorjea a Mocktax of the Khajanchee brought 
another complaint before the Judge accusing Radapersaud Roy of 
having demanded a bnbe of 25 Rupees of him 

13 I will however furnish the Board with a detailed account and 
original papers of these suits as soon as theu trial is completed that the 
Board may be able to form an idea of the conspiracy which they have 
carrying on for some brae been at the station 

14 Some natives have offered to point out and prove the author 
of certam anonymous letters sent dunng several months past by nabves 
from this distnct and from Hooghly to one of the Editors of the Calcutta 
newspapers and to some pubhc officers of Government filled with the 
greatest and most abusive language against me and the foulest charges 
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against Radapersaud Roy. But I have deemed it expedient to treat the 
conduct such vile worthless people with contempt and disdain 

15 Before I conclude this letter I take upon myself to assure the 
Board that the nomination of Shibnarain Roy to the situation of acting 
Khajanchee was owing to the good opinion I have entertained of his 
father and not to the influence of any native or European acquaintance * 

147. Mr. Digby’s letter to the Board Intimating of his having nominated 
Govlndpersaud Roy to the post of Abkaree Teshlldar of the Burdwan 
Collectorship. (16 November, 1822) * 

Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the resignation given in by 
Manik Chunder Chukerbutty Tusheeldar of the Abkaree Mehal and to 
solicit you to inform the Board of my having nominated to his situation 
Govlndpersaud Roy who has been given to understand that if through 
his exertions the revenue of Abkaree should be considerably increased 
during the present year he shall be entitled to confirmation in his office 
Dwarkanauth Takoor who is possessed of considerable landed property 
has offered himself as his security during the penod of his officiating as 
Tuhseeldar of the Abkaree Department 

I shall report to the Board his (Govindpersaud’s) qualifications and 
every circumstance relating to the estate of his security, if his conduct 
should prove satisfactory to me f 


148. Board’s reply to the above letter. (3 December, 1822) 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
16th Ultimo, together with its enclosure, and to acquamt you in reply 
that under the circumstances which you have stated, the Board approve 
the temporary appomtment of Govindpershaud Roy to the office of 
Abkaree Tehsildar, but they remark that you were not at liberty to hold 
out to him, on the condition which you have specified, the promise of 
confirmation, because the fulfilment of it is not within your competency 
the authonty of confirmation resting completely with the Boards 


* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol. 126, No 43 
t Board of Revenue, Mis 3 December, 1822, No 17 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs 3 December, 1822, No 18 
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140 Ur Dlgby • I0tttr to thoBoord rii thi nomination of Shlbnarajn 
Roy (18 Dtotnbir llli) 

Sir 

I have to ftcknowle<lgc the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
September la$t and am sorry to observe that my letter of the 3rd 
September last fell short of furnishing the Board with requisite 
mfonnabon 

2d I intended to postpone my report of the nomination of 
Sheebnaram Roy to the situation vacated by the late Treasurer imbl I 
was satisfied with his qualificatiODa and the particulars of the Estate of 
his Secunty but as the Board seemed desunus to know the result of 
their order of the 5th July last 1 hastily appnxed them of the removal 
of the late Khazanchee according to then orders and of the nomination 
of Sheebnaram statmg such outward qualities as appeared to me le 
commendatory of him 

3d I now beg leave to inform the Board after a fair trial of five 
months that Sheebnaram Roy is possessed of a correct knowledge of 
the Bengallee language and lU anthroefaCt as well as a tolerably good 
knowledge of Persian He is dehgent m the discharge of his duty and 
I am well satisfied with his constant attendance and honest conduct as 
well as With the prompt performance of the duhes of his office 

4th He is the eldest son of Rajib Lochun Roy a native of respect 
abihty and considerahle wealth in Burdwan who being old himiurlf com 
nutted to his son the management of his large estate in this distnct and 
for a period of 3 yean he was the sole manager of its Sudder and Mofus- 
eil buamess Hia father has had such confidence m his abilities and 
mtegnty th a t he has pledged to Govornment all his property both real 
and personal as surety for the good conduct of his son a correct hat 
of his landed property I have the honour to transmit, and I hojie in 
conoderabon of these circumstances the Board will be pleased to con 
firm hnn m his appointment 

A recommendabon of Sheebnaram Roy made out m the form 
directed m the Grcular Orders of the 26th August 1819 is Herewith 
transmitted * 

in Board s rtpiy to tht abovi tsttsr (isjanusry 1 B 13 ) 

Sir 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
26th Ulbmo together with its several enclosures 


Bowd of Rctuiim Proega M Juaustj 1623 No 4 
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2d It would have been more satisfactory to the Board if you had 
selected for the very arduous and important office of Treasurer in the 
district under your charge, a person who, in addition to the other qua- 
lities which are represented as belonging to the individual whom you 
have recommended, should possess the advantage of previous employ- 
ment in the public service, and combine with the btles to confidence 
which you have enumerated the mature experience which such a course 
of antecedent service would necessarily have communicated 

3d The age too of Sheebnarain Roy not exceeding the short 
penod of 25 years, affords no presumption of his possessing that 
extensive practical knowledge and intimate acquaintance with business 
which long habits of transacting it can alone supply and which the 
duhes of such an office as that of Treasurer in the district of Burdwan 
appear indispensibly to require 

4th Adverting besides to the considerable abuses which have re- 
cently been practised m the Treasury Department of other distncts 
The Board are naturally desirous of observing the utmost caution in 
confirming the future selection of officers destined to controul the ad- 
ministration of duties by which the pecuniary interests of Government 
are liable to be so much affected 

5th The considerations above stated induce the Board to question 
the propnety of the choice which you have made in recommending 
so young and apparently unexpenenced a person as Sheebnarain Roy 
for the performance of duties of such magnitude and they are accord- 
ingly of opinion that you should endeavour to select for the vacant 
office a person less liable to this objection, and therefore better quali- 
fied to undertake, and satisfactonly to fulfil, the trust which it 
mvolves * 

151. Mr. Digby’s letter to the Board re* the petition of one Shunnuck 
Loll Tewary. with Board’s order. (7 June, 1823) 

Sir, 

On receipt of the Boards letter of the 3rd Instant on the subject 
of a petition presented by a person named Shunnuck loll Tewary I 
thought proper immediately to examine in person the whole of the 
Treasure under my immediate charge and therefore proceeded to the 
Treasury room and required from the seahnowees and the Treasurer 
a memoi'andum of the actual cash balance in the Treasury yesterday 
the 6th Instant 


* Board of Revenue, Procgs 14 January, 1823, No 5. 
41 
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The Account required by me was delivered by tfie Treaaurer and 
the Seahnoweea with their atteatation 
Account 


Cash 

68809 

7 10 

Bank Notes 

84210 


Short Weight 



Rupees 24 valued 

22 

3 10 

Copper coins 

2935 



Cownea 3 2 155976 II 3 2 

Deficiency due from the late Treasurer 41 1 2 

fotoi 156387^ |3 3 2 

having compared the memorandum with the diply cash book m my 
o£ce and havmg counted and examined this cash m person 1 lose no 
tune m transmitting to you a copy of my account together with a peisian 
proceeding held by me on this subject with the several accompanying 
documents for the inspection of the Board * 

PS A full and satisfactory answer to every charge stated in 
the Petition shall be shortly transmitted 

Board i Ordsri 

Ordered that the Collector of Burdwan bo informed th^t the Board 
trust he adverts to the tenor of the order passed on the Pebbon of 
Shannuck Loll 

111 Ur Dtgbys furttisr rettsr to ths Board rti ths pstltton of fihunnuek 
LollTsirary (lajunt 1813) 

5tr 

In continuabon of my letter of the 7th Instant 1 have the honor 
to inform you for the mformobon of the Board that on the day subse 
quent to that on which I counted all the cash m the Treasury I com 
menced counbng all the stamp papers m which business 1 was 
occupied for many hours during these successive days and found their 
amount and value as stated m the accompanymg list which also cor 
responds with the stamp account brought up to the 9th Instant 

I shall most parbcularly enquire into the truth or falsehood aDedg 
ed in the Durkhast of Sunnuck LoD Tewaxy and will without loss of 
tune inform the Board of the result f 

^ ^ of a Persian procee din g held by me on subject 

u herewith transmitted 

Board of RerenaB Procgi 20 Jane !82J No 4 
t Bo«d of Rrrenoe Pnjcg* ^Julj 1623 No II 
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153. Mr. OIgby's letter to the Board re; the pititlon presented to the 
Board by Debnarain Bose. With enclosures. (13 June, 1823). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2d Ultimo accompanied by a copy of a Durkhast presented to the 
Board by Devanarayun Bose the head Senshtadar of my office 

In conformity with the orders of the Board I herewith send as per 
accompanying list, all the papers connected with the complaint brought 
against Devanarayun Bose by Rammohun Majoomdar for the perusal 
and consideration of the Board 

The following rs an explanation of the circumstances on which 
Devanarayun has founded the charges contained m the above DurkhEist 
I In the first place he asserts I The reason of my total 


that in the transaction of affairs 
connected with this Collector- 
ship I consult Radhapreshad Roy 
arid other Omiah while he is 
neglected 


want of confidence in him is as 
follows 

1st That when I first assumed 
the charge of this office there was 
a litigation between the Rajah of 
Burdwan and the Ranees respect- 
ing the possession of Gunga 
Munnohurpoor Talook which was 
m my record registered in the 
name of the Ranees, with the 
view of establishing the Rajah’s 
claim to the Talook this very 
Sheristadar endeavoured to pro- 
cure my signature as Collector to 
a receipt for 1275 Rupees offered 
to be paid on the part of the 
Rajah as the revenue of that 
Talook But fortunately I had 
been warned of this intngue by the 
fnends of the Ranees and conse- 
quently refused to sign any receipt 
for Revenue from a person in 
whose name the estate was not 
registered m the record and return- 
ed the sum offered by the Rajah 
for the peruscJ of the Board I here- 
with send a copy of the chellan 
alluded to for Sa Rs 1275 contain- 
ing the Persian phrase 
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written m the utaiial foim by the 
head feTuhtadar hunaelf 
2ndly The Shenstadara nephew 
and hia aon m law are m the 
emplcFy of the Rajah of Burdwan 
and consequently for the aake of 
theiT mtereat as well as h« own he 
la constantly exercising hi« infiu- 
ence to forward the Rajah'^s views 
however illegal or unjust they may 
be Buch a connection with the 
Rajah IS so suspicious diat the 
Board have declared their opinion 
against it since m one of their 
letters of the 2d March 1621 they 
determined that the late Khazan 
chee should not hold the ntuahon 
of Treasurer tf has son continued 
as Khazanchee m the service of 
the Rajah of Burdwan 

3rdly Another instance of the 
collusion between the Rajah and 
the head Shenstadar is — ’TTie above 
Rammohun Mazoonular used to 
attend my Qjtcherry during the 
investigation of his complaint 
against the head Senshatadar and 
to my great surpnze the head Sen 
shtadar s son and nephew had him 
laid hold of m TOfy presence m 
virtue of a writ of the Court issued 
to recover from the said complai 
nants payment of a debt for which 
a decree had a considerable time 
ago been passed m favor of the 
Rajah 

4thly Althou^ a pubhe officer 
of Government ho farmed a dak 
ran estate for several years under 
a fictmouj name as formerly re 
ported by me to the Board 
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'II In the second place the head 
Serishtadar asserts that Radha- 
persaud Roy my Seristadar sent a 
message to him through Moonshee 
Kubool Allee suggesting to him to 
resign his situation and promising 
that m that case the Head Senshta- 
dar should receive a pension and 
his son be appointed also through 
Radapershads mfluence to the 
s’tuation of senshtadar, and further 
that in case of the head Serishta- 
dar’s refusal Radapersaud threa- 
tened him through the said Moon- 
shee to get his nephew and son 
dismissed from the Collector’s 
office. 

III In the third place the Head 
Senshtadar asserts that Radha- 
persaud Roy influenced me to dis- 
miss his nephew from his situation 

IV In the fourth place the head 
Senshtadar asserts that through the 
influence of Radhapersaud Roy I 
made a report to the Board that he 
fanned a chhkran land under a 
fictitious name, which report, he 
alleges, was rejected by the Board 


V In the fifth place’ the head 
Senshtadar asserts that Radha- 
persaud Roy caused the before 
mentioned Rammohun Mujoomdar 
to bnng this cheirge of bnbery 


II I therefore submit to the 
notice of the Board the answer re- 
ceived from Moonshee Kubool 
Allee m reply to my Perwannah, 
which will clearly disprove the 
whole of this assertion, euid I beg 
further to state that at the instance 
of the head Shenstadar the said 
Kubool Ullee was examined before 
the Judge of this District an^J then 
confirmed the correctness of his 
answer to my Perwannah and the 
falsity of the head Senstadars 
statement 


III 1 disrmssed Groodoss Bose 
because I considered him too 
young and otherwise not well quali- 
fied to undertake the responsibility 
of the situation 

IV I therefore beg to refer the 
Board to my report of the 3d day 
of the month of May 1822 on this 
very subject, and to their answer to 
my report from which I hope the 
Board will decide whether or not 
the head Senshtadar actUcJIy farm- 
ed a Cheikran land under the ficiti- 
tious name of Nittanund Sirceir 
And I take this opportunity of 
submitting to the Bomd in a letter 
accoOTpan 3 ang, the information re- 
qiured in their answer which from 
the pressure of business I was un- 
able to furmsh before 

V At the instance of the head 
Serishtadar himself Rammohun 
Mujoomdar was examined before 
the Magistrate, and denied that he 
was insbgated in any manner by 
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Bgamst the head Senihtadar and 
that the »ajd Radhapcrthad Roy 
drew up the proceedmgt of thw 
caae accordinif to his own wishes 


Vl In the Sixth pldce the head 
Senshtadar asserts that I did not 
receive' Ri» Answer ter tins com 
plaint and would not heaf any 
defence 


VII In the seventh and last 
place the head Senshtadar asserts 
that 1 pay no attention to the dis* 
charge of my duty as a Colleclor 


Radapershad Roy I held the pro- 
ceedings of the case m the 6^>en 
Cutcherry and in presence of my 
Omlah and notes and translations 
of the evidence were made by me 
at the time but Radapershad Roy 
did not mterfere m any manner 
whatever nor did he utter a syaD 
able with respect to the Proceed 
iDgs m this case 

VI Upon this complaint bemg 
made and the Deposibon of the 
complainant taken I called upon 
him to make a reply and the j'eply 
he made was a snnple negabVe of 
the charge as wiQ appear from my 
proceedings of the 7th Apnl laA 
and vdien the evidence of thb wit 
ness was taken I always authomied 
him to cross exaihuie thetai —In 
fact I showed h»m mbch greater 
mdulgence than he deserved, m 
fiuenced by the hope that as s\idh 
coibplamts are very common this 
like many other charges of bnbeiy 
might be piPved to have no 
foundabon 

VII I hope to be excused from 
erltcnng mto any parbcnlar vindi 
cabon of my conduct m reply to 
insolence proceeding from such a 
quarter and beg leave to refer the 
Board generally to the evidence of 
official documents as to the manner 
m which the different dubes at 
tached to my situabon have been 
performed and to the collecbon of 
revenue compared with that of this 
district in former years and to the 
enerfease of the Abkarry Under my 
supenntej idence 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 327 


In conclusion, from the fraudulent attempt of the head Senshtadar 
to obtain my official sanction to a paper which might have been used as 
a pretence for taking an estate from the lawful possessors, his farming 
lands under a fictitious name, his constant connivance with the Rajah 
and other corrupt practices quite incompatible with his situation I can 
place no confidence whatever in him, eis a servant of Government acting 
under me, and his insolent defiance of my authonty is no less un- 
becoming his office, than inconsistent with every idea of proper subordi- 
nation I therefore submit to the Board the necessity of ordenng his 
immediate dismissal and of authorizing me to nominate another^person 
in his place duly qualified for that situation * 

Enclos 

The 7th day of April 1823 corresponding 26th of Chaitra 1229 

Rammohun Mojoomdar son of Gopenauth Mojoomdar of Hargram 
in Mojufur Sahee Pergunnah, a Kaisto aged about thirty four years, 
being present took his oath by touching the water of Gunges, and swore 
to the following effect — 

Question — State the particulars of the Petition you have presented 
Answer — In the first place, in order to rent in my name a Chakran 
land apperteuning to Hargram and other places and 
another belonging to Khund Gose &c I presented a 
Pehtion in my and Govindpersaud Bisswas’s name. 
This Govindpersad’s cousin to Juggnut Mitra The 
said Mittre assured me that an income of four hundred 
Rupees was to be gained from the Khund Gose &c so 
that if I could put myself to a let the expence m order 
to rent the steU;e I might receive an annual income of 
four hundred Rupees Upon this I called on Neelmohun 
Roy at Kanker and told him that I had learnt from 
Juggut Mitre, relation Govmd Bisswas, that this last 
mentioned Chakran land produced an annuej profit of 
four hundred Rupees requesting him if was acquainted 
with any one of the Amlah of the Collector’s office to 
endeavour by means of some outlay to procure me the 
said farm in my neunje, to this Neelmohun Roy replied 
“If you could expend fifty or sixty Rupees I might pro- 
cure you the said farm ’’ No said I I cannot give sixty 
for its produce exclusive of the Revenue paid for the 

* Board of Revenue, O C 20 June, 1823, No. 7 
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Company u only four htmdrcd but I coiJd give ydu 
fifty rupees Well returned he 1 shall try Two 
days after the said Neclmohun Roy mformed me that 
forty Rupees had at last been agreed upon of which 
twenty five were to be then given and the rcstt after 
the success of the undertaking' I mqinred of him to 
whom the money was to be presented and his answer 
was to Devnarayim Bose the head Senshtadar of the 
Collector I told him that 1 must go home to get the 
money and accordmgly coming home I borrowed 
eleven Rupees and taking with me the Jewels of my 
wife VIZ. a Bankmul and a Madooly I pawned them m 
Jugut Podars shop at Burrobsuar for twelve Rupees 
Besides this I had one Rupee by me and another I 
borrowed from my neighbour Bhujon Mulhck I then 
brought the whole amount which was twenty five 
rupees to Neelmohun Roy and said the money is ready 
Como with me to the Senshtadar and delrver it to him 
m my presence Also tell me what conversation has 
passed between you Having armed m company with 
him at the Sensbtadars lodging 1 requested him to make 
known my name which was Rammohun Mujoomdar 
to the Senshtadar and to acquaint me with the p urp or t 
of the conversabon that had passed between them 
After this Neelmohun Roy took me before the head 
Senshtadar and told him niy nwirw was Rammohun 
Mojoomdar On this the Senshtadar said he know me 
and had been informed of every arcumstances relabve 
to me by the said Neelmohun Roy I possess no m 
fluence said he to do you any further good but that of 
approving your bid and then lettmg out the farm to 
you m your name and J hope you have been informed 
by Neelmohun Roy as to what you wiU have to give 
me I have been told rctinned I that you have agreed 
to receive forty Rupees twenty five now and the re 
maimng fifteen after the success of the work I have 
now agreeably to the said Roy s request brought with 
me the sum of twen^ five Rupees may you be pleased 
to accept them On this the head Senshtadar received 
from me the said sum Afterwards my bid was approv- 
ed at the auebon and I was ordered by the Collector 
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to produce a bail for appearance and also a secunty, 
and to get a sheet of stamped paper for writing an 
application I then produced Goury Bhuttachargee 
Radhamohun Sing as sureties and coming to the 
Serishtadar informed him that I brought the sureties and 
stamped paper and desired, that he might report it to 
the Collector and have the sureties approved, but 
he refused to comply with my request, adding that 1 
might give the notice myself which I afterwards did, 
but met with very little attention Everybody then g.dvis- 
ed me not to be in such a huiTy, sa 3 ang that since my 
bid had been approved at the auction, it would evid- 
ently be so by the Collector, and that I should be called 
for by the Collector, this induced me to go and remain 
at home for some time At last however finding that I 
was not yet called for, I went over to Burdwan in the 
month of Aghrayan 1229 and enquired of Ramchunder 
Gungopadhya the Moojmil Nubish, what had become 
of the said farm the Gungooly answered that orders 
were received from the Board rejecting the farming out 
of the said land Having heard this 1 went up to the 
Serishtadar and told him that 1 understood orders were 
received for rejecting the said farm being let out, and 
asked him what was to be done in such a case I 
wanted him to return the money 1 had given him, to 
which he said “Nothing has yet come to an issue, 
wait for two or four days and in case we should not 
succeed by that time I sheJl return you the send sum 
of twenty five Rupees ” Two or four days having 
elapsed I again went to the Senshtadar and asked him 
xf he had not succeeded in procunng the farm to give 
back my money He now began to dally euid at length 
finding that I could not get back the money I made an 
application to the Judge but he in answer suggested 
to me to make the application to the Collector, as the 
authonty of his Court did not extend to the question in 
hand I have therefore thus presented myself before you 
and made the application. 

Question — In what year and on what day of the month did you 
give to the said Head Senshtadar the said sum of twenty 
five Rupees. 


42 
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— I gave to the head Senahtadar the •um of twenty five 
Rupee* m the month of Aahra 1229 but on what day 
of the month I do not recollect 

QueaUon — At what tone of the day and m what place did you 
bnbe the Head Senahtadar with the eum of twenty 
five Rupee*? 

Anawer — I gave the aum of twenty five Rupee* to the Head 
Senahtadar m hi* Boitakhana and at about 8 o clock 
m the morning 

^cation — What perron* were present at the tune you gave him 
the aaid cum ? 

Anewer —The following peraona were present there viz Neel 
mohun Roy Govmd Chundm Bote ion of the Head 
Senahtadar Ramtonnoo Shome and a neighbour of mine 
Bhujon Mullick 

(Signed) Rammohun Mujoorodar 
of Hargram 

A True Tranalaticm (Sd) J Digby Collector 
The 23rd day of April 1823 and 12th of Byaak 1230 
Ramtunoo Shome son of Ram Govind Shome residing at Barbeloon 
in AuzmuUy Pergunnah aged between 30 and 32 year* and Agoory and 
a bller of the ground took hia oath before the Collector by touching 
the water of the Gunge* to give his evidence on the part of Rammohun 
Mujoomdara prosecution and swore to the following purport — 

Qucition — Do you know the plaintiff Rammohun Mujoomdax and 
the Defendant Devanarain Boae the head Senahtadar? 
Anawer — Yea I do know them 

Question — Do you only know the Mojoomdar and Head Senahta 
dar or have you any concern with them ? 

Anawer — ^Ye* I know them but have no concern with them 
Question —Are you aware that Rammohun Mojoomdar had made 
an appLcnbon to the Hoojoor for the auro of twenty 
five rupee* which he *aid ho had given to Devanarain 
Bose the Head senahtadar 

Anewer —I am well aware that he (Devanarain Boae) had taken 
the sum. 

Quertion — How do you know that 
Answer —1 had made an applicatuon for renting some Chakran 
land and aa I hoped to obtain the as»i»t*ncc of Deva 
narain Boae 1 used to call on him frequently One 
day while 1 waa sitting with him there came Rammohun 
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Mujoomdar, Bhujan Mullick and Neelmohun Roy The 
Bose said to Neelmohun Roy “your words are far from 
being true’* Neelmohun replied that he had not been 
able to procure the money before, but that now having 
done so, he was come to him with Rammohun 
Mojoomdar, whom the Bose declared to have known 
Neelmohun asking what was to be done, Bose told him 
to see if the coast was clear to which Neelmohun re- 
turned that there was no other persons besides Ram- 
mohun MujOomdar and Bhujon Mullick Bose said^that 
he knew not Bhujon on which Rammohun told him that 
Bhujon was a friend of his so he had no reason to 
entertain any doubts respecting him After this Ram- 
mohun took out the money from his cloth and gave it 
to Neelmohun who having counted the sum delivered 
the twenty five rupees to the Head Senshtadar, having 
received the money the Bose laid it on the bed to his 
right side He then called his son Govindo Chundra 
Bose and entrusted the money to his care 
Question — At what time did the plaintiff deliver the sum to 
Defendant ? 

Answer — At about 8 o’clock m the morning 
Question — In what place was the money given and was there any 
body else present at the time ? 

Answer — In the Boses Boitakhana where, I Bejon Mullick Neel- 
Mohun Roy and Rammohun Mujoomdar were present, 
and there were three or four other persons sitting, who 
went away at our arrival 

Question — After the Bose had received the money what did he do 
with it? 

Answer — He gave it to his son Govind Chundra 
Question — ^What kind of bed was it ? 

Answer — Over a mat was spread a carpet and on that lay the 
musnud upon which the Bose was seated 

Question — In what room and in what sort of a bed were you Neel- 
mohun and the defendant seated? 


Answer — e were sitting on the carpet I sat on the west side 
facing the east Neelmohun and Rammohun were sitting 
with their faces to the north and Bhujon had taken his 
seat on the door. 
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Quefbon — On what ode waa the door at which Bhujon waa 
aittmg? 

Anawer — Bhujon sat at the door which was to the left side of the 
entrance to the house 

Question — Do you know Neelmohun and Rammohiin? and how 
far IS your house from thens at least from the 
plaintiffs? 

Answer —I know them and my house is one koss or quarter 
more from the plamtiffs 

Question — Is the Defendants house or the place where he was 
sitting at the time Pukha or Cautcha bmh? 

Answer — It waa a Cutcha House 

Question — How did the Defendant manage to receive the money 
m your presence? will you state that? 

Answer — ^The defendant has always shewn me marks of kmd 
ness and as he was well acquainted with me and 
confided m me he did not scruple to receive the money 
m my presence 

Question — Do you know the month and day in which he received 
the money? 

Answer —I cannot tell you the day for I do not recoDect it but it 
was m the month of Asar or Sraven that he received the 
money 

Question • — Has any body msbgate or whispered to you to say all 
this? 

Answer — Why should I make myself bablc to punishment in a 
future life by perjury ? Nobody has instigated me or 
whispered any dung to me 
Question to 1 . 

the plarabff / ^ qnesbon to this witness 

Answer — I have no quesbon whatever to pnt to him 
Quesbon to 1 . . 

Devanaraytm/ quesbon or not? 

Answer — I have no quesbon to pul to the witness but I say the 
whole of this u the contrivance of Radhapersaud Roy 
hnns^f 

Quesbon to Did you see or know Radbapersad Roy any brae before 
Ramtunoo the r this day? and whether or not have you been msbga 
Witness y ted and whispered to by the said Radhapersaud Roy 

Answer —I never saw or knew Radbapersad Roy before this day 
and I know not where his house is and the said Radha 
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pcrsnd Roy hns never insligaled me or whispered to 
me. 

Question — ^Whether or not has Radhapersad Roy instigated you 
by means of any of his creatures or letters) 

Answer — He has never instigated me either by means of any of 
his creatures or letters Why should I forswear after 
having taken my oath by touching the water of the 
Gunges 

(Signed) Ramtunoo Shome 
of Barbeloyn 


(True Translation) 

(Signed) J Digby 
Collr 


The 2*lth day of April 1823 and 13th Bysak 1230 — 

Bhejon Mullick a Mussulman son of Alla Angi Mulhek, residing 
at Radhanagoer in Majafursahy Purgunnah, aged between twenty and 
twentj five years a farmer and a tradesman witness on the part of 
Kammohun Mojoomdar, came before the Gjllector and taking up the 
Koran, was duly sworn to depose the following statement — 

Question — Do you know' the plaintiff and defendant) 

Answer — 1 know Rammohun MojOomdar and Devanarmn 
Bose 

Question — Have you any concern with the plaintiff and 
defendant ^ 

Answer — 1 have no concern with them 
Question — Rammohun states in his petition that he bribes 
Devanaram Bose with the sum of twenty rupees But 
do you know any thing about this 
Answer — I know that Rammohun has given bribe to Devanaram 
Bose 

Question — How do you know that Rammohun has given a bnbe to 
Devanaram Bose 

Answer. — Having met with Rammohun Mojoomdar near Saha 
Sahibs Cutcherry, he told me it was fortunate for him 
that we had met, for, he said, he had got twenty four 
Rupees m hand, and for want of only one rupee his 
business was at a stand I asked him what he 
would do with the money, to which he replied “I have 
made an application for renting a confiscated Chakran 
land, of the particulars of which I have already 
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infonned you but for the present I shell have to dis- 
burse a little money ^vill you therefore be pleased to 
lend me a rupee which I promise to pay you at home? 
Look here I have got twenty four rupees by me ** He 
having then bed up the twenty five rupees m his cloth 
I wanted to go home but he said No I require you 
come along with me With this he took me with him 
and proceeded Besides Rammohun and n^'self there 
came along with us another person who was quite a 
stranger to me After we had arrived at Dcvanarain 
Bose t lodgmgs Rammohun desired me to take my 
seat at the door while he himself with the stranger 
went to Devanaram the Bose told them he could place 
no reliance on their words and every thing they said 
was far from truth the said stranger pleaded his mabi 
hty to procure the money bll now and consequently he 
could not keep his word at the same tune adding that 
Rammohun Mujoomdar no he wss concerned m the 
business He asked Devanaram whether that person 
was known to him to which he m answer said yes 
I know Riunmohun Mojoomdar and givmg credit to 
their words he desired them to take their scats wh-ch 
they accordingly did After this Rammohun took out 
that IS from his cloth the rum of twenty five rupees 
and give it into the hands of the said stranger who 
again went to dehvcr to Devanaram Bose The Bose 
enquired of Rammohim Mojoomdar who the man was 
that sat at the door (meaning me) Rrunmohun said 
He IS a fnend of rame and you should regard him m 
the same hght as you would do me The said 
stranger then put the purse of money into the hands 
of Devanaram Bose who laid it on the right side of his 
pillow that IS on his nght side I having said that it 
grew late we might return home Bose comphed say 
ing yes you may now go homo But continued he 
addressing himself to Rammohun when an arrange- 
raent takes place and we can hope for success m our 
endeavour I shall send for you having thus spoken 
he called his son Govmd Chunder Bose and committed 
the money to his care After which we all got out 
of the house 
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Question. — At what time did the plaintiff give the said sum to the 
Defendant ? 

Answer — At about 8 o’clock in the morning 

Question — In what place ? and who were present there at the 
time besides you 

Answer — It was in the Dewankhanah of the Bose, and there 
were present at the time Ramtunoo Some, Rammohun 
Mojoomdar, the stranger who went with us, myself 
and Devanarain Bose, no body else There had been 
three or four other persons besides, but the^ went 
away at our coming 

Question — ^What did Devanarain Bose do with the money ? 

Answer — He gave it to his son 

Question — ^What sort of a place was it where Devanarain Bose 
was sitting a Packa or Cutcha house 

Answer — ^The place where he sat was a Cutcha house, he sat 
inside the house on a musnud spread on a carpet, 
having a pillow by him 

Question — How did the Bose manage to take the money in the 
presence of so many persons^ Will you state that 

Answer — He did not know me before but after Rammohun had 
told him that I was a friend of his, he received the 
money thinking he could be brought into no trouble 
for so doing 

Question — Have you been instigated or whispered to give this 
evidence ? 

Answer — No body has instigated me or whispered to me to give 
this evidence I have taken the Koran thus to swear 
not to depose from the instigation or whispering of 
any evidence 

Question to \ Whether or not is your house at the Hargram puty in 
the plaintiff J Radhanagore 

Answer — It is within Hargram m Radanagore 

(Signed) Bhejon Mulhck. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) J Digby 
Collr 
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To 

The Collector of 

Burdwan 

The humble Petition of Rammohun 
Mujoomdar of the village of Hargram in 
Mujafer Sahee Pergunnah Chowkey Baly 
Kishna 

Sheweth 

That your PctiUonci having brought before you an action against 
Devana^nm Bo« head Senahtadar of the Collector 8 office for a Bnbe of 
Sicca Rupees twenty five which he received from your Petitioner that 
by fche Deposition of two witnesses the justice of your Petitioner 8 cause 
has been clearly proved and that upon his attempting to bring in 
another witness Neelmohun Roy the said Sheixshtadar frequently 
threatened your Petitioner to bnng him mto trouble 

T3“»t the Moha Ragah Bahadur once procured a Decree agamst 
your Petitionei and others for a certain sum and having made an apph 
cation to the Court sold ihe whole of your Petitioners property to make 
good the debt that the said Devananun having prevailed over the 
Moha Rajah again enforced the same decree against your Petitioner 
and that his nephew Khoody Ram Mujoomdar and his son Govind 
Chunder Bose having caused the bailifi to scute on your Pebtioner at 
the Collector s Cutcherry m your presence treated him with much 
seventy on then way to the Court that your PcUtioneT therefore is 
determmed to bruig on a cnxnmal suit against them 

That your Pebboner further begs to represent to you that the 
third ivitness Neelmohun Roy on the part of your Pebhoner who also 
has some concern with the Moha Ragah states that were he to give hia 
evidence Devanaram Bose would join the Rajah to bring him into hke 
trouble with your Pebboner so that he would rather avoid making his 
appearance That ui consequence of your Pebboner s being kept all 
this bme confined m Prison he cannot find an opportunity of adduemg 
hij third witness and humbly prays that you will therefore be pleased 
by the examining the Deposibon of the two witnesses to cause the re- 
covery of the sum of which your Pebboner has a fair right 

And your Pebboner ns m duty bound will ever pray * 

(Signed) Rammohun Mujoomdar 
(A true Translnbon) 

(Signed) J Digby 

Colh 

* Bcwid oE Rev«tme Piocgt 20 Jane 1SZ3 No. 6. 
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Ansnci of iVleer Kubool Ally ihe Scnshtadar for the decision of 
summary cases under the dale 21st of May 1823, to the Collectors 
PcrvNannnh 

After the usual address 

1 liavc been honoured ^^lth your Perwannah under dale the 14th 
of May 1823 staling that from the perusal of a Durkhaust given by 
Dcvanarnin Bose licad Scnshtadar of this Collector’s office “It is 
considered necessary to know whether or not Radapersaud Roy the 
Scnshtadar of this office sent to Dcvanarain Bose a Message through 
jou communicnlmg to him that if he would give in a resignation of this 
office he (F^adhapersaud) should cause a pension to be settled upon the 
Head Scnshtadar, and, his son to be appointed to the situation of 
Scnshtadar and that if he (the head Scnshtadar) would not meet his 
(Radhapersaud’s) wishes he Radapersaud Roy should get his nephew’s 
and sons dismissed from their situations of Mohurers and stating that 
I therefore must give a true and correct Answer m writing 

Sir Radapersaud did not send tlirough me such a Message to the 
head Scnshtadar He, (the head Scnshtadar Dcvanarain Bose), Pittam- 
ber Chatlerjcc the Head Writer of the office, and myself had ourselves 
a conversation considcnng the pension of the Head Scnshtadar 

(Signed) Mcer Kubool Ally 
Senshatadar of Summary Suits 
(True Translation) 

(Signed) J Digby 

Collr. 

151 Mr. Dlgby's further totter to the Board re* Dobnaratn Bose’s case. 
(14 June, 1823.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tlhe 
28th May last and in answer to its first paragraph, I request that the 
Board will be pleased to observe from the Deposition of Juggutnaram 
Mitter enclosed in my letter of the 3rd of that month, especially from 
his answer of the 6th that the farms of Khund Gose chackran land was 
first rented in the year 1212 by Devanarain Bose head Senshtadar under 
the fictitious name of Nittanund Sircar at the rent of 215 rupees, that 
in the year 1218 the lease was renewed at the same rent and that it was 
resumed in the year 1219 for a penod of five years for a rent of 225 

* Ibid 


43 
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rupee# bang an encrease of only ten nipeea per year tbia abews that 
tbougb during a penod of twelve years three leases were granted at 
three different tunes yet there were little or no encrease of Revenue 
the farm having been held by the same person every successive lease 
at almost the same rent while at the first settlement it might have been 
farmed out I am almost sure for a considerable encrease of rent and at 
the second and the third settlement for a reasonable increase of reve- 
nue If the lease had been fairly and regularly executed the loss of 
revenue which Government has sustained for so many years past from 
the irrfproper conduct of the Omiah would have been obviated It 
will also appear to the Board even from the latta part of the evidence 
of Nittanund Strear the no min al farmer that he is not aware of the 
I>crson who signed the Durkhast of the farm in the year 1810 nor does 
he recollect the person whom he cngEiged to sign the Cubooleayt of 
the lease on hiS behalf m the year 1810 these documents signed by 
unknown persona are sbH m my records although it is more especially 
the duty of the Omiah to attend to these matters 

Moreover upon ray predecessors Mr EJhots issuing a Perwannah 
to the Canongoe of Pergunnah Khund Ghose ordering him to mvesti 
gate mto the arcumstances cormected with the said chakran land he 
(the Canongoe) made a local mqtiny respecting the estates and sent to 
Mr Elhot the declaraboos of the goxnastahs and munduls stating that 
the said laud was the farm of Devanarain Bose 1 therefore beg to send 
the statement authenbeated by the signature of my predecessor for the 
perusal of the Board 

In conformity to the orders conlamed in the second paragraph of 
your letter I herewith transmit for the mvestigabon of the Board the 
whole of the record of my mquny mto thm case and I have the sabs- 
facbon of infonnmg you that by holding out threats of the sale of the 
property of secunbes I have been able to realize all the Balance of 
Revenue due from this and other chakran estates Under all these or 
cmns t ances and m considerabon of the general conduct of the present 
head Senshtadnr as parbculanzed in my letter of yesterday s date I am 
obliged to withhold all confidence upon him and as the Board con- 
sider me responsible for my proceedmgs 1 am xmder the necessity of 
suggestmg to the Board the expediency of removing him from his situa 
bon and of authonzmg me to nominate another person m his place * 

(Signed) J Digby 

CoDr 

* Bosrd of Rcrenoo Proegi 20 Jane* IB23 No 9 
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155. Bonrd s reply to Mr. DlGijy’s above totters. (20 Juno, 1823.) 

Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of t'he I3th 
and Mth Instant and the several papers which accompanied them and 
to communicate to you the following instructions 

It is not necessary the Bonrd consider to pursue to a more perfect 
and complete conclusion the inquiries you have made in consequence 
of the Petitions preferred to you by Rammohun Mujoomdar against your 
Scrishludar Dc\annram Bose and to this Board by the latter against 
Radnhpcrsaud Roy for the purpose of deciding on the expediency and 
continue Dcvnnarain Bose in his present office of Scrishtadar It is 
sufficient this nati\c officer has not your confidence and that you cannot 
It ^sould appear with any satisfaction to yourself employ his service in 
the transaction of your public duties for the Board to sanction your 
recommendation that you may be allowed to remove him and may be 
permitted to nominate for the Board’s approval a fit and respectable 
successor 

^'ou will accordingly the Board direct explain to Devanarain Bose 
the grounds on \Nhich the Board ‘have ordered his removal from office 
and you will wxth as little delay as may be necessary nominate and 
report for the Board’s approval a successor to the office whose charac- 
ter IS unexceptionable and whose previous services and experience 
shall warrant your believing he is m every respect eligible for the 
situation ' 

156 . Board’s reply to Mr. DIgby’s letter re: Shunnuok Uall Tewary’s 
petition. (4 July, 1823.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 13th June, notifying that, the amount 
and value of stamp papers in store agree wath the Darogah’e accounts, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to inform you, that previous to 
passing any orders, the Board wait your further report on the matters 
alledged by Sunnuck Lai Tewary, as noticed in the 2nd para, of your 
letter f 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 20 June, 1823, No 10 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs 4 July, 1823, No 12 
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1B7 Hr DIgbyt to tho Botrd Infomilng of hU hiving rwmlnited 

KoonJbThirl Roy to thi post of Head Sherlitidir of the Bunhnn Oolleotorthip 
With Enolo and Board i order (4 July isu.) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th Ultimo and beg leave to acquaint you for the information of the 
Board that having as authonaed removed Debnaram Boae my late head 
Shenstadar from hia oitiiahon^ 1 have nominated Koonj Beharry Rai aa 
hia oucceisor a native of reapectabihty whom I knew pemonally several 
yearBcttfiro whilst m the office Register of Ramgur under Mr John 
MiHar then Judge and Magistrate of that district and of this man I have 
often heard him speak m favourable terms 

1 herewith transmit for the perusal of the Board copncs of the three 
testimomala of hit character produced by him he havmg received them 
from Mr Donnithome Mr Charles Elhott, and Mr John Miller who 
having employed him at difierent times had suffiaent opportunities of 
observmg hia conduct He is to the best of my behef well qualified for 
the situation of head Shenstadar of my office 1 therefore hope the 
Board will be pleased to conhrm him m that situation * 

Eneiot 

To W B Bayley Esqre 

Register to the Sudder Dewany Adawhit 
Sir 

I have the honor to transrmt the resignation of Suyed Aewez Ah 
Shenstadar of the Dewanee Adawlut of this Distnct and to acquaint 
you for the information of the Court that I have nominated Moonahee 
Koonjbehariy Rai hia successor and hope the selection wiH meet the 
approbation of the Right Honorable the Governor General m Council 
Moonshee Koonjbehany Rai was for several years Shenstadar of 
the Dewanny Adawlut of ZiDah Hamghur and resigned that office in 
November last he bears a good character and from his knowledge of 
Persian and my own observnbon of his past conduct it appears well 
qualified for the situation 

Fumickbad 

the 20th April 1018 

(Signed) J Miller 
Judge 


Board of Rorcniue Proeg*. |8 July 1823 No 10. 
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Board's order. 

Ordered, ihnl the Collector of Burdwan be informed that the Board 
confirm the nppoinlment of Koonj Bcharry Rai as bead Shenstadar, in 
the room of Dcbnarain Bose remoxed 

15S. Uottcr from Iho Magistrate nt Burdwan (Mr. Hutchinson) to tho 
Secretary of the Board of Rpvenuo ro: tho case of Dobnaraln Boso against 
Radhaporsnud Roy and others. With Enclos. (14 July, 1823.) 

Sir, 

Dcbnarain Bose 1 have the honor to request y8u will 

-vs- submit the enclosed copy of the proceedings 

Radapiirshad and of this Court, under date the 1st Instant, m 

others for cons- the case noticed m the margin, for the con- 

piracy sideration of the Board of Revenue 

2nd The result of the trial, as you will observe, does not amount 
to a perfect establishment of the charge, but affords such suspicion of 
Us truth against one of the Collector's Umla, named Radha or 
Radheckapershad and the other defendants, and such proof of wilful 
perjury and subornation of perjury having been committed before the 
Collector in the investigation of a charge of Bribery, preferred against 
Dcbnarain Bose, late head Serishatadar of his office, by one Rammohun 
Majmedar, and the witnesses he adduced in support of the accusation, 
that I was induced to request the Collector would report the case to the 
Board, and at the same time adopt such measures as might lead to a 
prosecution and conviction of those persons, particularly as I understand 
the Collector had urged the charge of bribery, as one of his reasons 
for wishing the dismissal of the Senstadar to the Board 

3rd The Collector has for the reasons set forth in his letter of the 
9th Instant, copy of which I have also the honor to enclose, declined 
acceeding to the request, and it therefore devolves on me as a matter 
of duty, and an act of Justice to the Senstadar, to call the attention of 
the Board to the subject 

4th The Collector’s objections are founded on a misconception 
of the charge investigated before me, which though necessanly impli- 
cating the case of bnbery preferred before him, was not for perjury or 
subornation of perjury, but for conspiracy, a charge which is cognizable 
by a Magistrate, but even admitting! that the complaint to me, and the 
investigation that took place in consequence, were irregular, I conceive 
they might have been adopted as a ground work for a minute and 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 18 July, 1823, No 11 
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particular enquiry the result of which would I think have at least 
tended to exculpate the Scnshtadar from the imputation of Bnheiy 
and perhaps afforded sufficient grounds for a prosecution for perjury 
and subornation against his accuser and witnesses 

5th Actmg under this impression I beg leave most respectfully 
to request, that the Board will on a careful consideration adopt such 
measures as they may deem expedient 

6th I beg leave to enclose copy of my reply to the Collector • 
letter alluded to m Paragraph 3rd of this address * 

^ Enolost 

To 

J R. Hutchinson Esqre 
Magistrate of ZiDah Burdwan 

Sir 

In reply to your letter of the 5th Instant and its enclosure I have 
the honor to send you the accompanying proceeding wherem I have 
referred you to secbon 14 of Reg 17 of 1817 and to Reg 3 of 1801 
in which it IS prohibited for any Qty or 2jllah Magistrate to receive 
any charges of (lerTury or subornation of perjury against the parties m 
a civil smt &c and after an attentive perusal of the Ist 2nd 3rd'4th 
and more (larticularly the 3th clause of the 1 4th Section of the former 
Regulsbon I must decline to comply with the request contained m 
your letter and proceeding of referring to the Board of Revenue the 
result of the enquiry made m your Court mto the charges brought 
against Devnaram Bose not only on account of its having been entered 
into m opposition to the Regulation which I have pomted out but on 
account of the Board havmg as stated m then letter removed that 
man from office merely m consequence of my not reposing any trust 
or confidence m him. 

2 I must also decline adopting any measure with respect to 
Rammohun Mojomdar imtil you inform me by what Regulation you 
enquired mto the charge of perjury and at the time when the suit of 
Rammohun Majomdar was under investigation m my office 

1 beg leave moreover to state that the evidence given before me 
by the witnesses in that suit, was consistent throughout and not such 
as to e xc i t e my suspicion of perjury 
Burwdan I am &ca 

CoHectoT 8 office (Signed) J Digby 

the 9th July 1^3 CoUr 

Board of Rcrentu Procca 2S Joly 1623 No <30 
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To 

J Digby Esqr. 

Collector of ZillaK 

Burdwan 

Sir, 

In icply to your letter and persian proceeding under date the 9th 
Instant I beg leave to inform you that you have not exactly understood 
the nature of the charge preferred and tned before me, it was for cons- 
piracy, and the cognizance of it was within m 3 ' authority 

2 I regret to observe that you have declined to report 90 the 
subject of the case to the Board of Revenue, as the proceedings held 
b 3 ' me exhibit such strong suspicion of conspiracy against a Native 
cmplo 3 'ed b 3 ' 3 'ou, (Radhapurshad) and such proof of perjury and sub- 
ornation of pcrjur 3 '’ against Rammohun Mujoomdar and others that I 
conceived you would as an act of Justice to Debnarain Bose have 
immediately adopted such measures as might in the end at least have 
exculpated him from the charge of Bribery, and have rendered him fit 
to be employed again m the public service, for the principal cause 
that induced his dismissal as you inform me was want of confidence on 
your part, which does not amount to any proof or moral obliquity or 
official dereliction, and the Gentleman who succeeds you in office 
knowing that only to be the cause of his discharge, might wish his 
reappointment, and repose the same confidence in him as his prede- 
cessors, with the exception of yourself, have done, during a period 
of service of more than thirty years 

3 I beg leave to refer you to the copy of my proceedings, 
in which you will find the Regulations distinctly mentioned, which you 
have thought it necessary to requote 

4 In conclusion, 1 beg leave to inform you, that as you have 
declined to report the circumstances of the case to the Board, I shall 
have the honor of doing so myself 

Zillah Burdwan 1 am &ca 

the 14th July 1823 (Signed) J R Hutchinson 

Magistrate 

159. Mr. Molony’s reply to Mr. Hutchinson’s above letter. (25 July, 
1823.) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue Lower Provinces, to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 14th Instant, together 
with its enclosures. 
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Tte Board direct me to communicate to you tliat ib w witH regret 
they feel themselves obliged to observe that they consider your pro- 
ceedings m the case of Debnaram Bhos$ to be Extra Judicial and 
not rcqxnred by any existing regulabon 

The Board have deemed it absolutely necessary thus to record 
their opinion as to the mfonnahty of any interference by a Judicial 
Authonty with investigations or cnqumes affectmg the appointment 
and removal of the mimstenal officers of the several Revenue autho- 
rities placed under their control but while commuiucating to you this 
opmion the Board at the same bme desire me to express to you their 
perfect conncbon that your proceedings in this case have been infiucn 
ced solely by an anxious desue to further the ends of Juflbce * 

160 Ur DIgby I Isttsr to ths Board rsi ths psUHon of Davypsrtaud Slrcsr 

(II July, 1819) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th March last and beg leave to send you a regular reply to the pebbon 
presented to the Board by the late Khajanchee Davipersaud Sircar 
for the considerabon and orders of the Board 

1 The fOiEjsnchee asserts I On examining the Treasury 
that although I received frofii him account up to the 13th of August 
Sicca Rupees 251620 10 4 as I found that there ought to be a 

the cash balance of ray Treasury balance of Sa Rs I6I501 12 4 

yet I have not given him a receipt full wei^t Sa Rs 79038 m b«nk 

for that sum notes and Sa Rs 6049 14 short 

weight after the deducbon of Batta 
and also pice to the amount of 
523! rupees forming altogether a 
lota] of Sa Rs 251620 10-4 But 

on examining the real cash balance 
m my Treasury on that day when 
charge of it was taken from the 
Khajanchee I found it to be Sa 
Re 145801 full weight, Sa Rupees 
92480 in Bank notes (consisbng of 
Bengal Hmdoostan and Commcr 
cial Bank notes) the sum of Sa Rs 
8077 8 short weight and Sa Rs 

* Board of Rorastic O C 25 Jdy 1823 No 33 
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5051 picc forming a total of Sa Rs 
25H09 8 overlooking the discre- 

pancies between the money ac- 
tually in the Treasury and descrip- 
tion of the particulars m the Trea- 
sury account, I found besides a 
deficiency of Sa Rs 411 2 on 

the whole amount of Money actu- 
ally m the Treasury which he has 
yet made good > 

n llic Khajnnrhec ns'jcrt'i that 11 There was no separate sum 
ilicrc was a separate sum of Sa of Sa Rs 664 2 in the 
R-i 664 2 stat< d m the Tren- Treasury but the fact is that from 
sur> account to h.i%c been paid to a reference to the Treasury account 
tile Omlah and others on account it was discovered that although the 
of their salaries, which, he says, 1 sum of Sa Rs 675 15 4 was 

Tcccwcd WMthout giving a receipt charged in the current account for 
of it disbursements, yet, m consequence 

of the vacancies among the Amlah 
of this office who have been dead 
and resigned, it ought to have been 
credited to Government, which the 

Khajanchce had failed to do, but as this 
sum w'as really, as himself admitted, the 
property of Government, he could not be 
entitled to a receipt for it Besides which 
there are other sums amounting to Sa 
Rs 618, stated by the Khajanchee to have 
been paid as salaries to different Amlah 
which the latter do not acknowledge, and 
their receipts cannot be produced by the 
Khajanchee, they therefore may still prefer 
their claims against Government 

III The Khajanchee alleges III TTie sum of Sa Rs 411 
that he gave advances of Sa 2 4 for the real deficiency in 
Rs 2579 4 10 to certain the Treasury Sa Rs 675 15 

Omlah of this office on account of 4 on account of vacancies and 
their salanes on condition that absence of the Omlah, and Sa 
they should reimburse him when Rs 618 due to the Amlah for 
their salanes fell due and that the which he could produce no re- 


44 
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ceipts fonnmg a total of Sa 
Ra 1 705 1 8 was due from 

tile KhajancLee But when tlus 
sum was demanded of him he 
stated that he had given advances 
to the Amlahs amounting to Sa 
Rs 3984 13 13 on account 

of their salaries and he therefore 
requested not only to be relieved 

from, the Sa Rs 1705 1 8 

due by him to Government' but also to re- 
ceive Sa Rs 2279 IZ 5 from me As such 
an use of the public money by a Khajanchee 
for his own advantage is prohibited by 
section 2d Regulation 2d of 1813 I could 
not listen to such an excuse without the cz 
press orders of the Board. However being 
instructed by the Board to ascertam what ad- 
vances had been actually made to the Amish 
I found that the sum was only Sa Rs 799 
5 which by their indulgence was allowed 
to him but although agreeably to the direc 
bon of the Board 1 ordered him to appear 
before me to receive a receipt for the sum 
he had actually delivered to me he neither 
appeared himself nor sent an agent on his 
behalf 

IV The fChajancheo asserts 
notwithstanding the orders of the 
Board that I should grant him a re 
ccipt for the sum received from 
him and that the advances made 
by him to the Aml ah should be re- 
paid that Radhapersaud Baboo 
my Peshkar through enmity to him. 
did not receive from him the re- 
capU of the Amlah nor did he 
cause those advances to be repaid 
and that he wishes these very 
Amlahs who are indebted to him 


IV It would I conceive be hard 
for public officers to be accused of 
enmity for stnctly performmg the 
dubes of their situabons I have 
given credit for such sums as the 
Amlah acknowledge to have re- 
ceived as advances from the late 
fChajanchee but I cannot deduct 
the salaries of those who acknow 
ledge no debt and against whom 
he can advance no receipt. 


receipts for a portion of them were 
in his possession but that I had 
not caused the sum to be paid to 
him 
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(the lale Khajanchee) to deliver 
receipts to the Collector them- 
selves and again receive their full 
salaries 

The Board ^Vlll perceive hy the accompanying statement that the 
sum due by the late Khajanchee now is, Sa Rs 905 12 8 respect- 
ing the recovery of which I request to be favoured with their 
instructions * 

161. Board s reply to tho above letter. (12 August, 1823.) 

bir, 

The Board of Revenue having had under consideration your 
letter of the 18th Ultimo, reporting on the Petition of Debee Persaud 
Sircar the late Treasurer, I am directed to communicate to you the 
following observations and orders on the several points therein 
contained 

1st point The Board direct that you will explain within what 
period of time so large a number of Bank notes amounting 92,480 Rs 
had been allowed to accumulate in your Treasury 

The Board further require from your Treasurer explanation of the 
reasons which could have induced him to receive notes of the Bank 
of Hindoostan and Commercial Bank, such notes not being a legal 
tender in liquidation of Revenue demands 

In reference to the sum of Rupees 8077 8 stated to be short 
weight you will be pleased to explain whether the deficiency in weight 
exceeds that allowed by Section III Regulation 2 of 1812 and by the 
order circular of the Board dated 10th July 1813, and if so to what 
amount, and you are further requested to state how the Treasurer 
accounted for the sum of Rupees 411 2 which seems to have been 

admitted by him to be deficient 

2d Point Tire Board do not very well comprehend the 1st part 
of your, Explanation on this point, but they infer from it generally that 
the sum of Rs 675 15 4 has been embezzled by the Treasurer, 

who tried to hide it by false entries as money disbursed, should this 
inference be correct, you will immediately take the necessary measures 
to make him refund the above sum and in regard to the sum of 618 
Rupees stated by the Khajanchee to have been paid on account of 
salaries of Amlah 1 am directed to request that you will submit a state- 
ment exhibiting in each individual case, the neune, situation, the 
amount paid, the months’ salary for which it was paid, the date of 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 12 August, 1823, No 14 
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payment and an abatract of the answer which each of the officers 
give to the assertion of the late Treasurer 

The Board also direct me to observe to you with reference to 
the statement furnished by you that the late Treasurer la not entitled to 
credit for the sura of 578 Ra being the amoimt of notes of the Bank 
of Hmdoostan^ and Commercial Bank or to credit for the sum of 799Rs 
Saa entered as sums acknowledged to have been borrowed by mdivi 
duals for the payment of these two sums therefore m addition to the 
sum of Rs 905 12 8 Balance stated by you making a total 
of Rs q 2283 I 8 the Board desire you will call upon the late Trea 
surer m the mode pomted out by the Regulabons and m the event 
of his not immediately Lquidatmg this amount you will proceed to 
anest and have him confined m the usual manner calling also upon 
his security to make good the amount 

The Board direct me further to notice to you that imder orders cir 
cular from the Chief Secretary to Gevemment to the several Collectors 
dated 23d June 1807 you should not have retained Bank notes to so 
large an amount m your Treasury but should have forwarded them 
in the presenbed manner to the General Treasury whenever they had 
accumulated to the value of 5000 Ra To these orders you are m future 
required particularly to attend and you will the Board desire every 
15 days remit the Bank notes m your Treasury to the General Treasury 
whatever may be the aggregate value 

In submittmg your report on the several points noticed m this 
letter you wJl be pleased (having of course previously called on the 
late Treasurer for whatever written prplanabon he has to offer to the 
several arcumstances) to be careful that each fact is accurately and 
distmctly stated so that the Board may be enabled to determine how 
far there are grounds for ordermg a criminal prosecubon against Debec 
Persuad Sircar under the provisions of Regulabons 2 1813 * 

182 Mr Dlfby • littsr to ths Beard rsi the appotntmsnt of ShTbfunihi Roy 
(1 Dtoembtr 1823.) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the recapl of your letter of the 
14th January last m which the Board quesboned the fitness of my 
Achng Khwranchee Sheebnaram Roy for hit situabon on account of 
his age (26 years) and his not having been before m the public service 
and they expressed their opinion that 1 should endeavour to select 
for that office a person of greater expenence 

Bovd of Reroirae Proeg* 12 Aaput 1823 No 15 
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On this subject I can safely declare that 1 cannot find a person 
combining such qualifications for the situation of Treasurer, for 
although there arc many natives to be found of greater age and ex- 
pericnc, yet I have met no one who bears so unexceptionable a cha- 
racter as Shccbnarain Roy and who can produce so respectable a 
man as Rajccblochun Roy the security of Sheebnaram Roy, who, in 
point of wealth and influence ranks next to the Rajah of this District 
I can moreover ccrtif3% that during the period he has been acting as 
Khanzanchcc of my office (now more than a year and four months) 
he has discharged his duty in a very satisfactory manner 1‘^hope 
therefore that the Board will in consideration of the above circums- 
tances be pleased to confirm Sheebnaram Roy in the situation of Kha- 
zanchee and that he may continue to discharge his duty with zeal and 
integrity ' 

163 Board's reply to the above letter. (9 December, 1823.) 

Sir, 

Trusting that you would not involve jmurself in a responsibility 
so senous as would be that of recommending m the very Urgent and 
strong terms of your letter of the 2nd Instant in favour of the nomination 
and appointment of Shibnarain Roy to be your Treasurer were he not 
entirely deserving of the very high character and qualification you 
describe him to possess — The Board direct me to state they are induced 
to authorize your confirming this Native officer in the office of Treasurer 
to your Collectorship 

You yill lose no time in taking from Rajiblochun Roy and for- 
v/arding to this Board (retaining an authenticated copy for your office) 
a Security Bond executed and drawn up, as likewise conditioning in 
the prescribed manner to be responsible for the fidelity and honesty 
of the aforesaid Sheebnaram Roy t 

164. Mr. Digby's letter to the Board of revenue Informing of the Burdwan 
Treasury embezzlement. (27 July, 1824). 

Sir, 

W^ith extreme regret I beg leave to state for the information of 
the Board of Revenue that on the receipt of the Boards orders res- 
pecting their confirmation of my leave of absence I directed the 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 9 December. 1823, No 3 
t Board of Revenue. Proegs 9 December, 1823, No 4 
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Omlflhs to prepare to make over charge to my eucce»or on hearmg 
this information the Treasurer not appcarmg at my oCGcc waited per 
sonally on the Magistrate of this district m consequence of his having 
appropriated to his own temporary use the public money during the 
tune I have been confined to my room by most severe sickness and 
preferred a complaint against the Shenstadar of my office for Sicca 
Rupees 1 36 000 said to have been piaid him from the public Treasury 
The Magistrate sent his Naur accompanied by some Peons to the 
Shenstadar requiring his appearance before him and the Shenstadar 
immAJiately attended on him and shewed a letter he has received 
from the Treasurers Father on the 25th Instant requesting that the sums 
which had been made use of ty his son and Ramdhun Oiattcrjee 
without the Shenstadars knowledge might ho refunded m the course 
of two months After the Magistrate had perused the letter he called 
on me personally and requested me to inspect the Treasure but I was 
compelled to declme that office m consequence of severe debility 
when the Magistrate proceeded as follows 

The statement of the Balance of the Treasury dated 24th Instant 
delivered hy the Treasurer to the Magistrate yesterday was S Rs 
1 60,593 12 6 3 and the sums were counted before the Magistrate and 
amounted to S Rs 24,233 4 which being de<3ucted from the above 
menboned amount the difficiency in the Treasury was S Rs 1 36 360 
8 8 3 due from the Treasury according to his own statement The 
Magistrate agam called on me and requested that the Treasurer should 
be dehvcred over to hiro agreeably to the existing Regulabons rcs- 
pectmg the Embezzlement of the Pubhc money 

The Proceedings held by me on the subject were that the Trea 
surer should be immediately suspended from his situabon and deli 
vered over to the Magistrate 

I will transmit to the Board a more detailed account as soon as 1 
am able to make the necessary mvesbgabon on the subject 

I further beg to request that the Board will bo pleased to desire 
Mr Armstrong to wait for 10 days that I may have the tune to adopt 
the prescribed measures for the recovery of the amount embezzled by 
the Treasurer 

A copy of the proceedings held by me on the subject is herewith 
transmitted * 

Board of Rorsnoe Proe(j». 30 July 1824 No 16 
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16S. Board’s letter to the Governor General In council reporting the above 
matter with suggestion of arrangements to be made for enquiring Into It. (30 
July, 1824). 

On the 29th Instant it was Resolved that the following letter be 
addressed to the Governor General in Council 

To 

Governor General in Council 
(No 2267) 


My Lord, 

It is with unfeigned concern we submit to your Lordship a letter 
just received from the Collector of Burdwan reporting a deficiency 
in his Treasury of one Lac and Thirty six Thousand Rupees 

2d With reference to the very unsatisfactory tenor of Mr 
Digbys letter to the obvious expediency of subjecting a case of this 
importance to the most prompt and vigorous cause of proceeding as 
well as to the fullest and most complete enquiry by the agency of an 
able and experienced Judicial servant We beg leave to recomjuend 
that the Supenntendent and Remembrancer for Legal Affcurs be specia- 
lly deputed as a Commissioner to enquire into the sum embezzled and 
to supenntend and direct the Acting Collector Mr Armstrong in the 
adoption of all measures calculated and to recover this embezzle- 
ment and to prevent any loss ultimately accruing to the Government 

3d We have ascertained Mr Molony is willing to undertake 
this special duty and we have understood very little of any mconve- 
nience will be sustained by the Sudder Commissioner for his deputa- 
tion to Burdwan at present as the business of that office is in some 
degree interrupted by the prevailing sickness Eind will be shortly 
closed for the Native Holidays 

4th W^e are besides induced to solicit your Lordships favourable 
consideration of this arrangement as it will obviate any necessity for 
revoking or altering the orders for Mr Armstrong to officiate as 
Collector of Burdwan who otherwise might on such an occasion as 
the present be considered insufficient 

Should your Lordship in Council entertain objections to Mr 
Molonys Deputation on this duty we beg leave to propose that our 
Acting Deputy Secretary should be united with the Magistrate of the 
district m a commission to enqiure into this embezzlement and to 
pursue all the necessary and active measures which this urgent 
occasion calls for 
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r this laat arrangement if sanctioned it would of course be 
that Mr Wyatt should also officiate as Collector and that 
trongs services on thi« duty should be dispensed with * 

ivsmor Qensral i rsply to the abovs tsttsr (30 July, 1824) 

a 

directed by the Rt Honble the Governor General m Council 
/ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 29th Instant with 
wre reporting a deficiency m the Burdwan Treasury and 
ce rtain arrangements in conse<iuence 
The Governor General m Council has received with much 
5 information of this fresH instance of embezzlement and 
Board considers the tenor of Mr Digby s letter to be very 
tory every allowance being made for the unfortunate state 
alth His Lordship in Council concurs therefore with you 
g it very advisable that Mr Molony should he deputed to 
for the purposes stated in the 2d paragraph of your letter 
of course the enquiry how far the embezzlement is to be 
to misconduct on the part of the Collector 
From the tenor of Mr Digby s letter His Lordship in 
IS led to apprehend that for a considerable period he 

0 attend his Cutcherry and otherwise failed m the due dis- 
F his puhhc duties If the case be so tho the cause may 
n ill health he must he considered to have meurred a senous 
ihty For It IS the obvious duty of every one incapacitated 
lealth for the proper discharge of the functions of hia office 

the circumstances to your Board without delay You will 
r Digby to make over charge to Mr Armstrong without any 
he shall not have aheady done so 

The necessary communication wiU be immediately made to 
ony and the Board will of course issue such instructions to 
istrong as may secure for Mr Molony every fscihty m the 

1 of the duties with whith he is now to be charged t 

iosnl s lettsr te Mr Digby ssklng to hand over charts of hts offles to 
tront. (3 August isu) 

ired that the foflowing letters be wntten to the Collector of 
I and J Armstrong Esqre 

>*TdofR«T«« Proegt 30 Jdj 1824 No 17 
>*rd of Rerorae Proesm, 3 Au« 1824 No 28 
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To Collector of Burdwan 
Sir, 

I am, directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 27th Ultimo with its enclosure on the sub- 
ject of the difficiency which had occurred m the Burdwan Treasury 

2d A communication having been made by the Board to Gov- 
ernment on the subject I am directed to transmit to you 'a copy of 
the reply received from the Secretary to Government in the Territo- 
rial Department dated the 30th Ultimo and in obedience to the 
orders of the Governor General in Council contained in the 3d para- 
graph to desire if you have not already done so that you will* make 
over charge of your office to Mr Armstrong immediately on the 
receipt of their Dispatch or in the possible event of his not having yet 
arrived at Burdwan immediately on his reaching the station 

3d This letter and its enclosure are to be recorded among the 
Records of the Collectorship.^ 

168. Board's tetter to Mr. Armstrong asking to take over charge from 
Mr. DIgby. (3 August, 1824). 

Sir, 

Mr Digby the Collector of Burdwan having reported to the 
Board of Revenue on the 27th Ultimo, that a deficiency of Sa Rs 
136,360 8 8 3. had occurred m his Treasury I am directed by the 
Board to refer you particularly to Mr Digby’s letter on the subject 
of the date above ipentioned which you will find m his office and m 
obedience to the Orders of the Governor General in Council to desire 
that if you have not already proceeded to take charge of the Collector- 
ship, you will do so with the least possible delay and that immediately 
on your arnval at Burdwan you will receive charge of the Collector- 
ship from Mr Digby. 

A copy of the instructions on the subject received from Govern- 
ment has been forwarded to Mr Digby in a separate letter, and you 
will be pleased with reference to the 4th Paragraph of those Instruc- 
tions to aflFord every possible facility to Mr Molony in the discharge 
of the Enquiry which has been entrusted to him, f 

166. Superintendent of Legal Affair’s letter to the Board of Revenue 
asking to be furnished with necessary papers &c. (3 August, 1824). 

Sir, 

To enable me to carry into effect the orders of Government 
directing me to proceed to Burdwan, and to investigate into the parti- 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 3 Aug 1824, No 29. 

t Board of Revenue, Proega. 3 Aug 1824, Nos 30 & 31. 
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be embezzlement of Treaeiire from tbe Collector $ Treasmy 
bon I request that tbe Board will be good enou^ to fur 
itb all tbe onpnal correspondence in their office relative to 
bpent of tbe Treasurer as well as tbe Secunty Bonds of his 

r the more complete performance of the duty now assigned 
beg further that RamnaiBrn the deputy Karkoon may be 
my disposal and allowed to proceed with me to Burdwan 
le accountant may be directed to furnish Ramnaram with aB 
Treasury accoxmts furnished from the CoUectorship of that 
m the date on which the present Treasurer (who I con 
ispended) was appomted or first officiated as Treasurer 
•equest likewise to have from your office the Treasury ccr 
nushed monthly under the Board s Grcular Orders by the 
)f Burdwan from the above date and 1 beg that the whole 
apera may be forwarded to me and the orders issued to the 
t immediately m order to enable mo to qmt the presidency 
an on Fnday next • 

ard • rsply to ths above letter (a August I8li) 


directed by the Board of Revenue to ackocnyJeJgo the 
your Letter of this days dale 

be ongmal correspondence which passed between the 
Mr Digby the Collector of Burdwan regarding the appomt 
hibnarain Roy to the situation of Treasurer of that CoDector 
'Warded to you enclosed I am at the same time desued to 

0 you, for eventual reference, a Petibon presented to the 
Shunnuk Loll Tlwaiy regarding an alleged 

m the Burdwan Treasury m the pssi 
lether with the Reports and their enclosures 
From the Collector m reply to the Pebhon The further 
onused in the last of these two Letters does not appiear ever 
cached the Board 

he Secunty Bonds entered mlo by Shibnarain Roy were not 

1 by the CoUector to this office 

istructioni wiD be issued to Ramnaram Roy thro the 
nt to the Revenue Dept to proceed to Burdwan to assist m 
Jgabon committed to you and the Accountant wiD be desir 


ird of Reveau*, Proe«« 3 Aug 1824 No 34 
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ed to furnish. Ramnarain with the several Papers adverted to m the 
2d Paragraph of your Letter. 

5. The enclosed copy of a Letter from the Collector dated the 
27th Ulhmo reporting the deficiency which had occurred in his Treasuiy 
and the Proceeding mentioned in it will shew you that Shibnaram 
Roy has been suspended from the situation of Treasurer. 

6 In reply to the last paragraph of your letter I am directed to 
state that the Collector of Burdwan has never been required to fur- 
nish monthly Tresury Certificates to the Board The order to which 
you allude applied only to particular Districts * <• 


171. Board’s letter to Its Accountant giving Instructions. (3 August, 
1824;. 

Ordered that the following letter be written to the Accountant 
Board of Revenue. — 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the 
annexed extract from a Letter of this days date from the Supdt & 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs who has been appointed by Govern- 
ment to enquire into the circumstances attending the defalcation 
which has occurred in the Burdwan Treasury and to desire that you 
will instruct Ramnarain the deputy Karkoon to accompany Mr Molony 
to that station and furnish him with the Treasury accounts applied for 
in the extract. 

2 Shibnaram Roy was appointed to officiate as Treasurer at 
Burdwan on the dismissal of Davy Persaud Sircar under the Board’s 
Orders of the 5th July 1822 t 


172. Accountant’s letter to the Board submitting an estimate of the sum 
embezzled, with Board’s Order. (10 August, 1824). 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to submit for the orders of the Board, the 
Burdwan Estimate for August, in which it appears that an embezzle- 
ment to the amount of 1 ,36,360 8 8 3 has occurred 


Fort William; 
Accountant Generals 
office 

the 10th Aug 1824 


(Sd}W H Oakes 
A R D 


The Accountant to the Revenue Department having applied pri- 
vately to the Acting Secretary for the return of the Estimate men- 


* Board of Revenue, Procgs 3 Aug 1824, No 35 
t Board of Revenue, Procgs 3 Aug 1824, No 36 
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boned m the above letter the Acbng Secretary reporti that it has 
already been returned to him under the authority of the Board, 

The Board having already issued orders on the subject of the 
embezzlement no further orders arc at present required * 

179 Mr Dlfby's lettsr to IKa Board Informing of hU having handed ovar 
ettarge of offoe to Mr Armstrong, (li August, 1810 

Sir 

1 have the honor to report for the mformabon of the Board of 
Revenue that I have rHin day delivered over charge of the Collector 
ship to J Armstrong Elsquire together with the Balance of ca s h m 
the Treasury including Bank notes amounting to Sa Rs 26574 13 
1 2 the Official Seal the Records of the cutchery the camps equi 
page attached to thia office and the stampt Papers of the value of Sa 
Rs 42469 15 for which I herewith transmit his receipts t 

174, Mr Mslony'i kttsr to ths Magtstrats of Burdwan rsi ttis commit' 
msnt or osrtaln smploysM of tha Bimfwan Oollsotorshlp, (11 August, 1814) 

Str 

{ have the honor to inform you that the Acbng Collector of this 
district has this day m pursuance of my suggesbon forwarded to your 
Court the following persons lately on the Collectors Establishment 
Petumber Cbatlcrjca 
late head Writer 

Ramdhim Chnttcrjea Naib Khuranchee 
E^tnehunder Gungooley 
Acting Record Keeper 

2 1 charge the above individuals with bemg acbve accomplices 
of Radapersaud and Sbeebnaram Roy In the embezzlement of pubhc 
Treasure which now forms the subject of mvesbgabon before you 

3 1 have found the records of the Treasury and mdeed of every 
department of the Collectors office m such a state as will preclude 
my being able to produce the necessary documents end witnesses m 
Court as early as 1 had hoped 1 have not indeed yet received from 
the Acting CoDector all the accounts which it will bo necessary for 
me to ezamme to trace at wbat penod and by whom the embezzle 
ment was effected and some very requisite documents are said not 
to be forthcoming you may rely upon it however that I shall not 
lose a moment m brmging such evidence as is attainable before you 

Board of Rerenoo P oc»a. 20 Aog 1824 No, I 
t Board of Rarenoe Proega, 20 Aog 1824 No 14 
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in the mean time I request that the 3 individuals now charged may 
be held to Bail."^ 

175 . Mr. Molony’s first Report to Government on the Burdwan em- 
bezzlement alTaIr, (14 August, 1824 ). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report for the information of the Rt. Honble 
the Governor General in Council that 1 arrived at this station on the 
morning of the 8th Instant for the purpose of holding the investigation 
ordered in your letter of the 30th Ultimo. 

Par 2d On Monday the 9th Instant I proceeded to the Coflectors 
office in order to be present when Mr Armstrong received charge I 
was led to this measure, from having early on that morning had, an 
opportunity of perusing the Petition which led to the discovery of 
the embezzlement, together with the Proceedings held by the 
Magistrate when that Petition was presented a perusal of these papers 
convinced me that considerable insight into the real state of things 
was to be gained by narrowly watching the conduct of every individual 
concerned during the operation of delivering over charge of the office 

Par 3d. I ought however here to state the substance of the 
Petition which was presented to Mr Hutchinson by Sheebnarain the 
Treasurer it is, that he is very young, now not more than 22 years of 
age, that about 2 years ago Radapersaud with whom (in consequence 
of a strict intimacy existing between their parents) he was acquainted, 
offered to make him Treasurer, at the same time representing that he 
could do whatsoever he pleased with Mr Digby the Collector, that 
at first he Seebnarmn objected to hold the situation on account of 
his youth, but his objection was over ruled and he was ultimately 
appointed notwithstanding that the Board of Revenue made great 
opposition to the nomination — after this he goes on to say that aifter 
he had received his 'PWwannah of appointment he never was allowed 
to interfere with the Treasury that occasionally a key was given to 
him for forms sake, but he really possessed no means of access to 
the Treasure that Radapersaud who possessed the most complete in- 
fluence over Mr Digby and was in fact Collector, took out what he 
pleased, abstracted all the Bank Notes as they were paid m, and thus 
formed a separate fund amounting to 1,36,000 Rupees, that things 
went on in this state for a long time, the Naib Ramdhun Chatterjea 
doing all the business and he Seebnarain signing whatever they told 
him to sign, at last 2 Lacs were ordered to be remitted to Moorsheda- 
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bad but only lac was fortbcommg, Radhepersaud and his rcla 
tires Ramchund Gangooly and Govmdpersaud Roy consulted and 
made evciy effort to get money from the Zenundaii Mooktars and on 
4th or 5th Aasm the halves of Bank Notes for 26500 were pawned 
and 14000 raised thercom and that remittance was got off and m 
answer to a demand of 50 000 rupees sent for from the Commercial 
Resident at Hirmpal Radhapersaud made Mr Digby write and say 
he had no money m deposit that at last Mr Digby got so ill as to 
aalc for leave and ns soon as the accoimt of the Acting Collector s 
cominff was received every exertion was made to get money and 
Radahpersaud said he would detam the Collector and all would yet 
go well — finding himself unable to raise money however he advised 
hup (Sheebnarain) to abscond which he would not do but has peti 
boned to thia effect mstead 

Par 4th Such are Scebnaram s accusabons against Rad h aper 
saud the latter denies in toto states that he had nothing to do with 
Seebnaram who is the person who has really embezxled the money 
and that he never got him his appointment which was made entirely 
by Mr Digby who persisted m it, and who thereby became res- 
ponsible for his conduct that he Radhapersaud is neither head Shens 
tadar or Treasurer and therefore not at all liable to be come upon 
for matters of this sort 

Para 5th Whatever may be thought of Sheebnarain a story no 
one can doubt that he is hsble to be punished even admitting it all to 
be true but I found on a perusal of the proceedings that had been held 
that altho there had been given before the Magistrate direct evidence 
as to the halves of Notes for 26500 Rs having been pawned thro the 
Agency and direcbon of Radhapersaud and Mr Hutchinson had m 
formed Mr Digby of this yet the latter gentleman persisted m holding 
up Radapersaud as an innocent, and deeply mjured man and notwith 
standing the many accusabons against hnn allowed him at his own 
request to resign his situabon on the Sisfc ulbmo and actually appoint 
ed a dependant of Radapersauds to fill the vacancy on the two 
preceding days it seems also that Mr Digby bad been making what 
he called an enquiry and takmg evidence m regard to this embezzle 
merit on the nature of these proceedings I shal l have to remark 
presently 

Para 6th The state m which Mr Armstrong and myself have 
found every department of this CoUectorship and the cucumstances 
under which the above named gentleman him taken charge of the 
office have as I expected they would afforded considerable informa 
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lion as lo the mode in %vhicli llie Government Treasure has been 
made away willi, and it is with a feeling of the deepest sorrow that 
1 find It a part of my duly lo slate to his Lordship in Council the 
following detail. 

Para. 7lh We found Mr Digby labouring under a great degree of 
bodily suffering and extremely weak The medical gentleman who 
attended him had previously staled to me, that he would not bear any 
great exertion, still he expressed an intention of being present when 
the Treasure was counted — the first process of course was to count 
again what had been counted by Mr Hutchinson the Magistrate on 
the 26th ultimo Here we found the amount m Bank Notes (including 
those of the Hindustan and Commercial Banks and forged ones) and in 
silver lo be as Mr Hutchinson had counted viz 
Bank Notes ... Rs 6083 
Silver 9850-4- 

The copper pice had not been counted but there were upwards of 200 
bags each said to contain 2000 pice and their estimated value was on 
the 26lh July put down at 8300 Rupees making a total of 24,233 4as 
we found however that the amount value of the pice was larger than 
had been estimated 

Para 8th I should however state that before we proceeded to 
ascertain that amount, and while the Bank Notes and silver were 
being counted several irregularities appeared m regard to the receipt 
of Notes from the Bank of Hindoostan and Commercial Bank as well 
as the forged Notes on these and on several other points no sort of 
explanation could be given The Treasurer whose age does not to all 
appearance exceed 20 years, declared his utter ignorance, the Head 
Shenstadar on being called upon said he could not tell, he seemed 
a man, tho’ not far advanced in life, yet utterly ignorant of the com- 
monest parts of his duty Mr Digby himself seemed to have no idea 
of the nature of the explanations required, or that any thing was 
wrong, which it was requisite to^ set right J have the most firm belief 
and so I am convinced has every person acquainted with him, that 
there is no man whose character is more free from dishonesty of 
every sort, and who has such an abhorrence of dishonorable conduct 
where he is aware of it and with this firm impression on our minds 
His Lordship in Council will readily imagine the distressing feelings 
With which Mr Armstrong and myself discovered, that such a man 
had become the dupe of a deep and unprincipled band of NatiVes, 
who have succeeded in making him the unconscious instrument of 
enriching themselves at the public expence. 
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Para 9tli Mr Digby ea I have above stated could explain 
nothmg as far as related to the duties of his ofEce his understanding 
appeared completely imbecile and all he could do was to refer us 
to the papers and some one of the gang (generally the head 
vmter) stood forward ready to answer that was asked. It was m 
every point of view useless to urge Mr Digby for further and more 
specific explanation of the state of things and even had there been 
a prospect of gaming any information by so doing the warnmg i had 
received from Mr Coutter the Assistant Surgeon as to his stale of 
healfii would have deterred me from persistmg m such a course — 
before the whole of the silver had been counted Mr Digby expressed 
a wish to retire as he felt exhausted 

Para 10th In this stage of the business 1 thought it my duty to 
suggest to Mr Armstrong the propriety of extreme caution — 
We got out a hst of the Establishment and before proccedmg farther 
considered it necessary to look to the difierent mdividuals who held 
the his^est situations but particularly those entrusted with the receipt 
and disbursements of money or the custody of stamps and reahxation 
of other branches of Revenue — ^we found the prmapfJ officers to be 
the followmg — 

Ramdhon Chatteriea Naeb Treasurer k x l etclode tbeTreassm 
en old torrent dependant of the Treaeurer a .d 

father rwlfiied 

Koonjbehnrree Roy the head Sensiadar whom I have desenbed 
above and who is I understand an old dependant of Rammohun Roy 
the father of Radapersaud 

LoQa Mudden Gopaul the 2d Senstadar vice Radapersaud and 
a dependant of his 

Govmdpersaud Roy Abkarec Darogah a cousm of Radapier 
saud s 

Ramch under Gangooly also a near relation of Radapersaud 
Head Record Keeper a boy of about 18 or 19 years of age apparently 

Ramhurroe Mitter Stamp Darogab formerly an officer of the 
CoUectorship but previous to his appointment to be Stamp Darogah 
he had been m the service of Rammohun Roy 

Para 11th From the above statement Government will observe 
that every important post m the office was filled by some one con 
nected with the family of Radapersaud. and that the Treasure 
stamps opium and records were completely under their command. 

Para 12th I immediately went to Mr Digby and requested that 
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he would make over lo me the Secunty Bonds of the Treasurer, the 
Stamp Darogah and Abkaree Tuhseeldar, that of the Treasurer he 
produced at once, and I find it to be only a Malzamme no security 
for his personal appearance having been taken, the Security Bonds 
however of the Stamp Darogah and Abkaree Tuhseeldar could not 
be found without a reference to Radhapersaud Roy, who being called 
referred us to his cousin Ramchund Gangooley from whose hands 
I received them. 

Para 1 3th Mr Armstrong next proceeded to take an account of 
the copper pice it would have taken 3 or 4 days to count them singly, 
and as they were nearly all new coins the mode we adopted was to 
count out 2000 first, we then got 2 new bags of equal weight put the 
2000 into one and weighed all the rest in the other bag the result gave 
in value 450Rs. 9as lOgs more than had been estimated at Mr 
Hutchmsons inspection of the 26th Ultimo. 


* Balance ns per acets 
of the Treasury 

160593 12 8 3 
counted by Mr Hut- 
chinson VIZ 
Bank Notes — • 6083 
Silver— 9850 4 
Pice estimated — 

8300 

T otal— 24233 4 
Deficient — 

136360 883 


Para 14th Upon looking over the seah 
account however it was discovered that m the 
credits entered on the 22d July there had been 
an error of 1000 Rs made (whether purposely 
or not does not yet appear) in the addition — 
instead therefore of the statement of the 
Balance and deficiency contained in Mr Digby's 
first report to the Board and which I note m the 
margin* the following is the correct account on 
the 26th July viz — 


Balance as per Treasury acets 1,61,593 12 8 

Counted 


Bank Notes 

Silver 

Copper 

Total in hand 
Deficient 

Total as per account 


6083 

9850 4. 

8750 9 10 

24683. 13' 10 

135909 14 18 

161593 12 8 


3 


3 

3 


Para 1 5th I call the above the correct statement, but it is only 
to be tciken as correct as far as the figures go, for of the 24683 13 
10 found in the Treasury there are to the value of 800 Rs m forged 


46 
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notes 19 bad rupees and to the value of 34 Rs abort weight makmg 
853 Rupees under these items to be demanded 
from the Treasurer aa well as 617 Re 12 as as 
short weight on a remittance of 2 lacs to Moor 
shedabad and 4il Rs 2 as which had pnor to 
the 24th July were earned to account as embezzl 
ed by the former Treasurer Deby pereaud &rcar 
but without any* fair reason that I have yet been 
able to discover total demandable from Sbeeb- 
narain Roy 

Para 16th On ^wmimng the accounts of receipts and disbinse 
ments subsequent to the 26 July they aD appeared correct under this 
head Mr Armstrong took charge of 

Bank Notes , 1678 

Silver 53 14 1 2 

to^ Rs 173! 14 iT 

Para 17 We next examined the Department of Stamps Mr 
Armstrong counted every paper and found the supply m store to 
agree with the statements given m by the Darogah but upon demand 
mg his accounts he said they were not complete for that he had paid 
the sum of Rs 5186 5 10 produce of sales mto the Treasury but was 
not allowed credit by Seebnaram the seah accoimts on being examined 
shewed no such credit and as he had no receipt I directed Mr 
Armstrong to refuse hun credit for it and to demand it as well as 
any additional sum which should prove duo on an examination of his 
accounts and m the event of his refusal to pay to suspend and make 
hun over to the Judge as a revenue defaulter to bo confined m'the 
Gvil Jail 

Para 18 Next m order came the Abkaree Tubseeldar The sum 
demandable from him for Assar accordmg to his Towjee was 4451 
3 5 of which be had realised as per account 

The oottundlng dehvered in Rs 3124 II 5 and of this he paid 
^ once to Mr Armstrong m cash Rs 1227 
•motuu to 1355 2 5 2 5 leaving a Balance* of collection of 1987 

•nd or cormo the 1 1 e i •r* 

whol«oftlie*«accomiu 12, 5 which he said ho had paid to the Treasurer 
found no trace of it on referring to the 
Moftul] on«i seah accoimts we proceeded n gamut him -as m 

the case of the Stamp Darogah 

Para, 19 As coimected with this branch I must also stale that we 


Dofickmey •* abova 
136909 14 18 3 

Forged Note* «nd Buo 
coin* 653 

Sfiort weight on Moor 
■hedabad remlttanco 

617 12 

Wrongfully charged to 
Dal^ Sircar 411 2 


136791 12 18 3 

o 
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took an account of the opium the Tuhseeldar gave his account which 
shewed as follows — 


Balance on SOlh June 
Deduct for envelopes & wastage 
Sold in July 


Mds S. 
2 — 23 

1 — 37 

— 4 


Balance in hand 22 seers 

and on weighing what was in store we found (without accurately 
scraping the chest it was in which might have given from one fourth 
to half a seer more) 28 seers, the deduction for wastage and envelopes 
seems to me to be very large, but I could not at the time lay m» hand 
on any record in the office to enable me to form an accurate Judg- 
ment on the point and the envelopes had been destioyed, I suspect 
however that the account is not a fair one, not only because we 

*They shewed 6 seers found 4 seers more than the accounts^ shewed, 
more but 2 seers were , , , _ 

'accounted for as but because in the Ireasury acccounts sent 

having been returned monthly to the Presidency I observe that they 
from the Mofusil 

venders have Only entered as opium in store 1 md 23 seers 

instead of 2 mds 23 seers and upon my insisting 
on the rough copy of that account m English 
being produced by the head writer I found that in it the amount of 2 
mds 23 seers had been written but the first figure 2 was afterwards 
altered to 1 thereby leaving an inference that they intended to em- 
bezzle I maund — under the uncertainty however of what is a fair 
deduction for wastage and envelopes I cannot say how much if indeed 
any thing is to be considered as deficient under this branch of the 
Abkaree Department 

Para 20 I shall here recapitulate what sums are to be recovered 
under the detail I have above given — 

First deficiency reported on 26 July 


1,36,360 8 8 3 


1 


Mistaken m adding up the credit 
in seah of 2nd July 
Short on remittance to Moorshedabad 
Wrongly credited to the old Treasurer 
By price of steimps unaccounted for 
By Deficient on Abkaree collections 
By loss on forged Notes and base 
coin in the sum accounted 24 July 


] 


1000 

617 

12 

411. 

2 

5186 

5 

1987 

12 

853 

- 


10 


Toal Sicca Rupees 1,46,416 8 3 3. 

From which deduct surplus copper 450 9 10 


Total to be recovered 


1,45,965 14. 13. 3. 
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Para 21 I trust the above wiH be suiEcient to shew the state 
m which we fonnd the departments of account and with respect to 
the ceremony of taJang charge it only remains to be stated that the 
whole of the Enghah department is m the utmost state of confusion 
all the letter books and Indexes for months not brou^t up and the 
native records in such a state of chaos that it wiD be a long time before 
they can be put to right again besides which the Collectors signature 
IS not affixed to the En^jsh account ahewing the receipts disburse- 
ments and bpJance of each day and which it is usual to sign daily 
wheij^the Treasury is short since the 23d August of last year 

Para 22 I trust the detail which 1 have above given will satisfy 
his Lordship m Council — 

First — That the office of the Burdwan CoUecloiship stands m need 
of the most thorough reformation 

Secondly — That the most prompt and vigorous measures are 
necessary to recover the sums embcxxled and to bring to pistico the 
parties by whom disorgamxabon has been brought abouL 

Para 23 It will I am sure be readily admitted that Mr Armstrong 
and myself have had to discharge a most painful and distressing duty 
we have endeavoured to perform it with faimesa to every person con 
cemed and \ trust with a proper consideration for the m ter e ats of 
Geovemment wo therefore hope that we may with confidence antici 
pate the support of the Revenue Board and of Government m the 
measures we have adopted for the purposes of recovenng the amount 
cmbezxled pumshmg the dehnquents and bringing the office mto 
some state of order 

Para 24 Mr Armstrong having examined every thing finally 
took charge and granted the usual receipts to Mr Digby on the 
evening of the Ilth Instant and on the following morning m pursuance 
of my suggestions made the following arrangements 

Para 25 Ramdhun Chattenca Ramchunder Gangooley and 
F^uraber Chatterjea were suspended from their aituabons and for 
warded to the Magistrate charged with being active accomphees m 
the embezzlement of the Piibbc Treasure with Seebnaram Roy and 
Radapersaud Roy who were already before the Giminnl Court on 
that charge 

Koonjbeharce Roy the head Shenstadar and Lolla Muddon 
Gopaul the acUng 2d Senstadar were the former suspended both on 
the ground af his connection with Rammohun Roy and his total in- 
capacity and the latter removed (being only officiating) as being 
ccnnected vnih the delinquents 
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The Stamp Darogah and Abkaree Tuhseeldar have likewise been 
removed both on account of their default and as connexions of 
Rammohun Roy 

Para 26 Mr. Armstrong has not yet I regret to say been able to 
find a proper person as Treasurer, in he unsettled state in which 
matters are at present no body likes to stand forward and I do not 
wonder at it for greater confusion I suppose never existed At present 
therefore Mr Armstrong keeps the key himself, of a morning on 
going to cutcherry he opens the Treasury and takes out a small sum 
to answer demands and an old Mohurer who has been in the») office 
many years superintends the daily receipts and disbursements which 
go on in view of the guard and at night the balance left is locked 
up by Mr Armstrong who will of course report to the Board when 
he can find a fit man to be made Treasurer. 

Para 27. I have before adverted to certain Proceedings which 
were held at the Collector’s office after the Treasurer had given his 
petition to Mr Hutchinson if other evidence were required a perusal 
of these proceedings alone would be enough to satisfy any person 
that altho’ they were held in Mr Digbys presence (that is while he 
lay in a state of exhaustion and debility on his bed^ still they were 
entirely regulated by Radapersaud Roy the whole scope and tendency 
of every question and answer, aiming, not to elucidate the details 
of an embezzlement but to exonerate Radapersaud, to shew that he 
did not frequent the Treasury, and that in consequence the whole 
blame of the embezzlement must fall on Seebnaram Roy not one 
Witness IS sworn on the Ganges water or Koran, but all of whatever 
cast or degree are admitted on Hullufnameh, and the manner in which 
the whole matter has been got up shewing at once the design in 
view 

Para 28 With regard to the opposite assertions of Seebnaram 
Roy and Radapersaud Roy my belief as to the real case, is that Rada- 
persaud having established (and he most unquestionably possess it to 
the present moment) a complete ascendancy over Mr Digbys official 
opinions, when a new Treasurer was required sought out one of his 
own friends to share what he could make Rajiblochun Roy a man 
of some landed property was chosen, he went security and his son 
then only about 18 or 19 years of age, if so much was made the 
nominal Treasurer and Ramdhun the Naib an older hand shrewd and 
of some experience was sent to work the machine — as long as matters 
went on smoothly each made his profit and they were fnends, but 
when the sudden demand for money for the Moorshedabad remittance 
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emd tte commcraeJ assignments as well as the coming of a new 
Collector rendered it impossible ^longer to conceal the true state of 
things Ramdhun advised the Boy who had been committed to his 
charge to save himself by accusing Radapersaud — the earnestness with 
which the appointment of Seebnarain to be Treasurer was urged m 
oppomhon to the repeated objections raised by the Board of Revenue 
in a correspondence which lasted from 3d September 1822 to 9lh 
December 1823 shews that some one had a very strong interest m 
getting the pomt earned and the fact that the original drafts of the 
d»i^3TtlSopt 1523 first* letter to the Board is not to be found in 
tl»ied 26tli Dec. 1622 Bie office and that the Draft of the 2d* letter is 
neither m Mr Digbys own hand wnting or in 
that of any o^ the established writers of the office none of whom can 
tell whose hand it is lead strong to the inference that Mr Digby had 
been led m this as m other case 

Para 29 Another instance of this appears m the case of Deb- 
naram Bote the former head Senstadar who was dismissed from hia 
situation evidendy by a combmabon formed against him by Rada 
persaud Roy and hia adherents Dcbnarain had been 35 years an 
officer on the Collectors Establishment was mhmately acquamted with 
all Its details and was considered by Mr Elhot the former Collector 
(whose effiaent discharge of his duty was calculated to render bis 
Judgment pretty accurate) as not only the roost useful man on the 
Estabhshment but also as the most upright native he had met with 
this man at the head of the office mterfered with the views of Rada 
persaud and his adherents and his nnn was consequently determmed 
on It — is rather remarkable however that nothing was made good 
which tended to affect his honest and his final dismissal is recorded 
on the proceedings of the Board of Revenue to be grounded on the 
circumstances of the Collectors having declared he would place no 
confidence m him and the Board felt unwillingly to force upon a 
Collector a man m such a responsible situation whom he had declared 
he could not trust 

Para 30 The notonety of the Cabal by which this man lost his 
situabom hi» former services os a Government officer the excellent 
character he bears among all classes of the natives and my own 
knowledge of his expenence and fitness m Revenue matters added 
to the arcurastance that Mr Armstrong never having charge of a 
Collectorship would find considerable difficulty in setting matters to 
right with a new person unacquainted with the office at the head of the 
native department, have induced mo to consider Debnarain Bhose 
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as the fittest person to be placed in the situation of Head Seristadar, 
and Mr Armstrong fully concuinng with me in opinion had nomina- 
ted him to officiate, and will of course repoit to the Board upon 
this and the other appointments he has made 

Paia 31 It would not be understood by what I have said to 
question the justness of the ordeis passed by the Revenue Board on 
Debnaram Bhosc’s dismissal — I am aware that when a Collector deli- 
berately asserts that he can place no confidence in his Head native 
officer, It would be difficult foi the Board to act otherwise than they 
did — on the othei hand the dismissal of an old officer who has»main- 
tained an honest character for 35 years under every charge of Col- 
lectors on the sole ground above stated, may perhaps be considered 
very doubtful policy, as tending to affect the respectability of our 
native establishments, and I trust that the circumstances which have 
now come to light will induce the Board of Revenue to restore Deb- 
narain Bhose to the situation which he formerly held 

Para 32d There are a number of the inferior officers whom, 
as being relatives or dependants of Radapersaud and Seebnarain 
Roy It will probably be necessary to remove, this however Mr 
Armstrong can do a little more at his leisure the chief delinquents 
having been removed the others are at present placed under suffi- 
cient control to prevent then doing harm 

Para 33d I now come to the subject of realizing the deficiency 
I have already stated the measures which I have directed Mr Arm- 
strong to take in regard to the Abkaree and Stamp department In 
regard to the sum due from the Treasurer I beg to state that Mr 
Digby had before I reached the station issued an attachment against 
his real and personal property which was specifically pledged m the 
Malzaminee bond This attachment has been sent to be served m 
Zillah Hoogly, and before I take any further measures, I am wait- 
ing the return of the officer sent to carry it into execution I have 
been further induced to postpone taking any immediate steps in this 
matter by having heard that the surety who is the Treasurers father, 
had actually raised a great part of the money, and was about to pay 
it into the General Treasury at all events as his real property is pled- 
ged as per schedule annexed to the Bond all alienation of it will be 
invalid and therefore I consider the realizahon of the deficiency as cer- 
tain 

Para 34 Four individuals have been made over to the Magis- 
trate besides the Treasurer — ^his conviction is certain his youth has 
excited much commisseration as he is considered to have been led 
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mto the scrape hy Radaperaaud this however does not and cannot 
weigh with me ns a prosecutor on the part of Government It is my 
duty to have him convicted and the Court may if they deem fit re- 
commend his being pardoned afterwards 

Para 35 From detached portions of evidence which I hope 
a pabent examination of the accounts (irregular and mutilated as they 
are) will enable me to connect and bnng mto Court with effect — I 
have great hopes that the other four delinquents will be convicted 
of such an active participabon in the embezzlement as will maJce them 
punisJiable for aggravated fraud under the Mahomedan Law — It is 
fit however that I should inform Government that the Treasury records 
which have been made over to me are ui a very imperfect state the 
Omlah declare that there was no register of Bank Notes kept and 
the Rokher behi one of the most important m the senes of Treasury 
accounts is not forthcoming — I propose however to go mto a vciy 
mmute exammabon of what I have been able to get as the greater 
part of the embezzlement appears to have been effected by abstract 
mg Bank Notes from the Treasury I tlunk I may be able to supply 
from other sources what is wanting to trace numbers and amount m 
the CoQector s Records In these cases a good train of docmnentaiy 
evidence is of the first importance in as much as when produced it 
forces the truth from a witness connected with it who would other 
Wise hesitate to say what he knew to bo true when its validity rested 
solely on his own asserbon 

Para 36 At all events his Lordship m Coimol may rely on it 
that no cxerbon on my part shall be sjjared m getting if possible com 
pletely at the Bottom of this case 


Burdwan 
14th Aug 1824 


S 


1 have 8cca 

(Sd) E Molony 
Supt & Remembrancer 


P S Smce writing the above I have the honor to state that a 
great qunnbty of papers m a defaced and iflegible state have been 
discovered m two tanka near to Radapersauds house they had been 
sunk m a bundle apparendy with bncks and having been many 
hours m the water before they were discovered htdo or nothmg can 
be made of them at all events at present 1 picked out from the mass 
however some detached porbons of papers m Mr Digby s handwnt 
mg part of die draft of an ofGcial letter regarding stamps and the form 
of Dawk chelan immediately the thing was discovered Mr Hutchin 
son proceeded to the spot accompanied by myself and his native 
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officers, and the whole circumstances under which the papers have 
been found were recorded on the criminal proceedings * 

176. Colleotor Of Burdwan’s letter to the Board forwarding copy of Molony’s 
above report. (16 August, 1824). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward for the information of the Board of 
Revenue the accompanying copy of a report addressed to Mr Secretary 
Mackenzie by Mr Molony on the subject of the late embezzlement 
which has taken place in the Treasury of this Collectorship ^ 

P 2d The forwarding of this report will bring to the early notice 
of the Board the confused state in which I found every department of 
this office, as well as the necessity which existed for my taking charge 
with the utmost precaution. In consequence of the extreme debility 
under which Mr Digby laboured I at once saw the hopelessness of 
gaining from him any essential information I therefore scrutinized 
every department with the most jealous observation and on the evening 
of the third day’s examination granted the usual receipts 

P 3d. During the prolonged operation of taking charge I had not 
only an opportunity of acquiring an insight into the character and 
conduct of the principal Omlah, but also fleaming pretty accurately 
the individuals who were more or less concerned in the aggravated 
fraud on the public property, this knowledge led me to a ready concur- 
rence in Mr Molonys suggestions as specified in the 25th Paragraph 
of his report being thoroughly convinced that the enormity of the case 
called for the immediate adoption of the most decided, vigorous and 
prompt measures Consequently the three following native officers 
were made over to the Magistrate charged with being active accom- 
plices in the embezzlement of the public Treasury — Ramdhun 
Chatterjea, Naib Khazanchee, an able intelligent servant of the Trea" 
surer, but a coadjutor of Radapersaud Roy , Ram Chunder Gangooly 
Record Keeper and a near relation and dependant of the latter, 
together with Petumber Chatterjea head writer evidently an accomplice 
and participator in the late fraudulent transactions 

P. 4 Koonjbiharee Roy the head Seristadar was dismissed on the 
same day, on the grounds of his being utterly incapable of performing 
the duties of his situation and certifying in open court his unacquain- 
tance with all the Documents m the sherishta and with all orders that 
had been passed by the Collector, thus registering his own incapacity 


* 


Board of Revenue, Procgs 31 August, 1824, No. 31 
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and being bcaidea a connexion of the family of Radapersaud Roy 
Tte Naib Shenatadar was removed having only been nominated to tbe 
sitnahon in room of Radapersaud who had resigned on the 30th Ultimo 
P 5 To these two vacancica I have nominated Debnarain Bose 
as head Sheristadar and Mirza Hyder Alice as Naib bemg two men 
not connected by any tie whatsoever the former as having been 
pubhc servant m the Collectors office for the space of 35 years bear 
ing an excellent character possessing every requisite that is desirable in 
a native public servant and recommended to me most strenuously by 
Mr I^olony— The Roobacaree in which the Board sanchoned his 
removal states that their approval was given on ground of Mr Digby's 
vrant of confidence in him The latter Mirza Hyder Allee I nominated 
upon my personal knowledge of his excellent character having 
been Shenstsdar of the Court to which 1 was register at Tlrhoot 
where he remained until the office was done away with) on the 
plea of a second register being no longer necessary as a separate 
Judge and Magistrate had been appointed for the performance of 
the dubes of the above 21iUfth in addition to his claim he had 
previously been 10 years a Moonshee of the College of Fort William 
and on the reducbon of the Establishment 1621 obtained from the 
College Council a certificate testifying his acquirements and the 
Councils approbabon of his uiufono good conduct — these reasons 
will 1 trust sahsfy the Board that in selecbng these men for then res 
pecbve dubes I have had only m view the benefit of the public 
service and will I hope induce them to confirm Debnaram Bose 
and Muza Hyder AUeo in their present aituabons 

P 6 In adverting to the latter part of the 25th Paragraph of Mr 
Molony 8 report I beg to state that I consider it my duty under the 
circumstances which I have taken charge to make over all such 
defaulters to the junsdicbon of the Civil Court The Abkaree 
Tuhseeldar after the examinebon of his accounts was desired to 
make up the deficiency and upon bis refusing so to do he was sent 
to the Dewanee Jail as directed by the Regulabont The Stamp 
Darogah has been placed under the Nanr of my office and shall 
be proceeded against m a similar manner on complebon of his 
accounts in case he refuses to make good the deficiency — both 
menbon that they paid the respechvc sums to the Treasurer but as 
they possess no receipts and an entry of the sums is not made 
in the Seah I of course must recover the money from them 
when they will be at liberty to prosecute the Treasurer after he 
has saUsfied the Government claims 
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P. 7 As yet I have not been able to procure a Treasurer 
and I apprehend much difficulty m selecting a fit and proper 
person for so responsible a situation at present 1 attend myself 
to the receipts and disbursements retaining m my own possession the 
keys of the Treasury 1 shall report for the information and orders of 
the Board as this and other vacancies are filled up 

P 8 The English as well as the Persian and Bengallee records 
are in a most confused state and I fear that many letters from the 
Board are missing and as no copies have been taken of the fetters 
dispatched from this office 1 cannot distinguish what letters have 
or have not been answered I therefore beg you will with the 
least practicable delay forward me the numbers and dates of those 
letters to which you have not as yet received any reply.* 

177. Mr. Molony’s letter to the Magistrate of Burdwan forwarding a memo- 
randum re: Radapersaud’s Case. (17 August, 1824) 

Sir, 

As connected with the case of Radapersaud Roy 1 have the honor 
to forward a memorandum containing the numbers and amount 
value of several Bank Notes which were paid into your Treasury 
on account of that Individual when he purchased the estate of Lot 
Needheepore at the Registers sale in May 1823 

The Notes were paid in by Muddhoo Soodun Chowdry whose 
signature you will observe is affixed to the memorandum, which 
1 request may be filed on the record of the case , and as I have 
strong ground to believe that these Bank notes form a part of the 
sum which has been embezzled fiom the Collector’s Treasury, 1 
request that Muddoosoodun may be immediately examined on oath 
as to whom he received the Notes from, and generally, as to the 
fact of whether or not they were abstracted from the Government 
Treasury t 

178 . Governor General [n Council’s reply to Mr. Molony’s above report. 
(20 August, 1824). 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Governor General in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 1 4th Instant, and to inform 


* Board of Revenue, Procgs 31 August, 1824, No 30 
t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate (Jud), Vol 43 
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you that your proccc<ling on the occasion are entirely approved and 
that the aevcral arrangementa suggested to Mr Armstrong appear to 
be judiaoua and proper Hia Lordship in Couned is happy to Icam 
that there is so good a prospect of realizing from the Treasurer s surety 
the amount embezzled You and the acting Collector will of course 
continue to use every exertion to secure its cnbre recovery and the 
punishment of the gmlty parties 

2 As to Mr Digby (who altU of course must stand responsible 
for the amount deficienl)HiB Lordship m Council postpones passing 
any further orders until he shall receive the report which it will of 
course be the duty of the Board of Revenue to submit at as early a 
period as prachcablo after such communication with the Acting 
Collector the Revenue Accountant and Mr Digby himself as they 
may deem it necessary or proper to hold 

3 fhe following pomts appear especially to require explana 
hon fron^ Mr Digby and the Board will accordingly be desired speci 
fically to call upon that gentleman to submit an explanation on the 
subject of them 

First How he came to appoint and continue m office the 
Treasurer and Shenstadar if so mefficient as is stated 

Secondly How he came to allow a single famJy to occupy 
almost every situation of trust and itopoilance and particularly on 
what grounds he urged the dismissal of the late Shenstadar 
Debnaiain 

Thirdly How it happened that the Accounts and records were 
kept m so imperfect and confused a condition and left so httlc 
protected 

Fourthly How it happiened that the Notes of pnvate Banks 
and forged Notes were received mto the Treasury 

Fifthly Whether Mr Digby ever examined his treasure and 
how often and when he last examined it 

Sixthly If as would appear he was m the habit of domg busi 
ness otherwise than m his pubhc Cutcheny how he thought himself 
justified in doing so and particularly if he ever held a pubhc sale 
otherwise than at his office 

Seventhly How often m the course of the p€ist year he failed 
to attend his Cutcherry on days open for the transaction of public 
business and when he last attended his office antecedently to his 
recent appheabon for leave of absence 

Eighthly How he justified to himself the proceeding adverted 
to in the 5th and 27th paragraphs of your letter viz the directing or 
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sanctioning the examination conducted by Radapersaud, while he 
(Mr Digby) lay on his bed and his accepting the resignation of that 
Person ^ 


179. Government Secretary’s letter to the Board of Revenue forwarding copy 
of the above reply. (20 August, 1824). 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Governor General in Council to transmit to 
you, for the information and guidance of the Board, the accomp^^nying 
copy of a letter, this day addressed to the Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of legal affairs in reply to a report, of which it is 
understood a copy has been already furnished to the Board 

2 The Board will of course lose no time in completing the further 
enquiries which it belongs to them to prosecute 

3 You are requested to inform the Board that, Mr Molony has 
been authorized and directed to conduct in person the prosecutions, 
which he may judge it necessary to institute against the Treasurer 
and othei Native officers of the Burdwan Collectors Establishment, 
who appear to have been concerned m the embezzlement of the 
public money f 


180. Board’s reply to the Offg. Collector of Burdwan’s letter reiBurdwan 
affairs. (20 August, 1824) 

Sir, 

il am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1 1 th Instant reporting that you had re- 
ceived charge of the Collectorship of Burdwan from Mr Digby, and 
stating that the Balance of cash m the Treasury including Bank Notes 
amounted to Sa Rs 26574 13 1 2 

2d In this sum it appears that you include Notes of the Com- 
mercial Bank to the extent of 100 Rupees and of the Hmdoostanee 
Bank to the extent of 509 Rupees also forged Bank Notes, tho it does 
not appear of what Bank valued by you at 800 Rupees 

3d By an Advertisement published under the authority of 
Government in the Calcutta Gazette of the 18th 
June 1807 the Collectors of Land Revenue and 
others were authorized “to receive the Notes of the Bank of CaJcutta’ 


dated 17th June 


* Board of Revenue, Procgs. 31 August, 1824, No 33 
t Board of Revenue, Procgs 31 August, 1824, No 32 
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now the. Bank of Bengal m payment of the Revenue and of all other 
Pubhc Demanda No such authon^ has however ever been granted 
for the receipt of any other description of Bank Notes The tender of 
scuh other description therefore was clearly illegal and the Gollector 
was wholly unjustified m recemng into his Trcaauiy the Notes of cither 
the Bank of Hindoostan or of the Commercial Bank 

4th Under the pecuhar circumstances of the case the Board 
wiD not object to the course you have pursued in including the Notes 
alluded to m your Receipt but they desire if you can ascertain from 
whom^these notes were received that they be returned to the parties 
and that they be required to make good the amount in paper money 
otherwise that the late Treasurer be held responsible for any charge 
which may be meurred m exchanging the Notes for Sicca Rupees or 
Notes of the Bank of Bengal 

5th The more regular plan however would have been for you 
to exclude the Private Notes altogether from the Balance m the Trea 
sury and to retain them m Deposit as an asset of the Treasurer until 
the amount of them ought be realized 

6th With regard to the Forged Notes the Board do not under 
stand on. which pnnaple you liave valued them at 800 Rupees If 
the Notes arc wholly forged they can be of no value at all if on the 
other hand they have been partly altered and a larger sum subshtuted 
ra the body of them, then the sum for which they were ongmally 
issued of comse the Bank wiD only receive them as equal m value to 
the sum last adverted to 

7th It cannot moreover be necessary to state to you that a 
Forged Note is not a legal Tender — ^The Board accordingly desire that 
you will if possible immediately require the persons from whom they 
were received to madie good the amount and m the event of your not 
being able from the unfortunately confused stale of the Records of 
your offee to obtain this information that the amount of the Notes, 
deducting m the event of the Notes having been only paitiaDy altered 
the ongmal sum for which they were issued be recovered from the 
late Treasurer and his surePes 

8th This last order of course only apphes if the Notes have 
been issued by the Bank of Bengal If they are Notes of a Private 
Bank the Treasurer and his ttuebes must m the event of your bemg 
unable to trace who paid theoi into the Treasury be held responsible 
for the full amount for which they were received 
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9th Ilie Forged Notes however ought also to have been exclud- 
ed from the Balance in the Treasury and retained m deposit until 
the amount for which they were received might be adjusted 

1 0th The Board accordingly desire that you will forward to 
them a full report on this subject with as httle delay as possible 
consistently with due enquiry 

11 th In taking charge of the Collectorship you appear to have 
overlooked the orders circular of the Board of the dates noted m the 

19 February, 1819 margin You will accordingly be pleased 

1 1 July & 13 Oct 1820 J.Q forward to the Board the Receipt^ and 
Reports required by these orders * 

181. Acting Sub-Treasurer’s letter to the Board informing of his having 
received payment of one lao of rupees a/c Raliblochun Roy (24 August, 1824). 

Sii, 

In answer to your Letter of the 23d Instant I have the honor to 
inform you that the sum of Sa Rs One Lack has this day been 
received into the General Treasury, from Ramkishn Sumoohdar 
Mokhtar of Rajeeb Lochun Roy marafut Dwarkanath Thakoor stated 
to be on account of Rajeeb Lochun Roy security for Sheeb Naram 
Roy, Late Treasurer of the Burdwan Collectorship, and m part of 
the amount for which Rajib Lochun Roy’s Lands have been attached, 
in consequence of the late Deficiency in the Burdwan Treasury. 

In Bank Notes LOO.OOOf 

182. Board’s letter to the Colleotor of Burdwan informing of the above 
payment. (24 August, 1824) 

Ordered that the following letter be written to the Collector of 
Burdwan 


To 

Collector of Burdwan 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the 
annexed copy of a Letter addressed by me on the 23d instant 
to the Sub Treasurer and of a letter from that officer of yesterdays 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 20 August, 1824, No 15 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs 24 August, 1824, No. 54 
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date to my addreas regarding the payment into the General Treasury 
of the sum of One Lac of Sa Rupees stated to be in part of the 
deficiency in the Burdwan Treasury for which the Lands of Rajib 
Lochun Roy have been attached * 

1B3 Qovt Ssoretary t Isttsr to tho Board of Rovtnue forwardjng copy of 
their Isttsr to Hr Djgby With snoto (fiT August, 1014) 

Sir 

Weth reference to the communication made to the Board on the 
20th mstantt I am directed by tho Governor General in Counal to 
transmit to yon for their information the subjoined copy of a letter 
addressed to Mr Digby on the present date m reply to an application 
from him for leave of absence to enable him to proceed to the Cape 
of Good Hope t 


Emloi 


To 


Sn- 


J Digby Esqre 

Collector of Burdwan at Calcutta 


1 am directed by the Governor General id Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd Instant and to return to you 
the Medical Certificate which accompanied it that the same may be 
countersigned by a Member of the Medical Board 

2 I am further instructed to inform you that before leave of 
absence is granted it will be necessary that you should furnish secunty 
for the payment of any part of the deficit m the Burdwan Treasury 
which may not be made good by the Treasurer or his surety 

3 His Lordship in Council would also desire to receive before 
your departure the explanations for which the Board of Revenue has 
been directed to call upon you 


I am flcca 

Council Chamber (Sd ) H Mackenae 

The 27th August 1824 Secy to the Govt 

(A true copy) 

(Sd ) H Mackenae 

Secy to the Govt 


Bond of Rerenoe P ocj* 24 Aagim 1824 No 55 
t Bowd of Revenoe Proe«« 3| Aoffim 1024 No 34 
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184 OfTg. Collector of Burdwan’s letter to the Board re: durkhaust of 
Thakoordoss Huttee (30 August, 1824) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward foi the information and orders of the 
Board the accompanying copy of a Durkhaust of Takoordoss Hattee 
and beg to state that I have gone through the whole of the investig- 
ation and find that the Petitioner was not present during any stage 
of the trial The charges of bribery and extortion are of a very 
serious nature nor was the trial conducted with the circumspection 
necessary in so important a case.* ^ 

185. Board’s letter to Mr. Digby asking for explanation on several points in 
Mr Molony’s report on the Burdwan embezzlement affair (31 August, 1824), 

Ordered that the following letter be written to the Collector of 
Burdwan. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the 
accompanying extract from a report submitted by Mr Molony to 
Government of his investigation into the circumstances connected with 
the late defalcation in the Burdwan Treasury, and to request that 
you will forward to the Board, at as early a period as you conveniently 
can, a full explanation on the several points noticed below 

2. Previously, however to stating the particular points on which 
your more immediate explanation is required, the Board cannot avoid 
expressing their deep regret at the circumstance stated by Mr. Molony 
of the disorder prevailing apparently in every Department of your 
office, and their hope that you will be able to afford such answers to 
the questions hereafter detailed, as will at all events in some degree 
exonerate you from the heavy charge of total inattention of your 
duties as Collector which must otherwise in the instances alluded to 
attach to your official character 

3 For the sake of more ready reference the Board will, as far as 
possible, advert to the matters under discussion in the order in which 
they appear in Mr. Molony’s Report. 

4 It will be in your recollection that a Petition was presented 
to the Board by Shannuk Loll Tewary regarding, among other things, 
an alleged and very considerable defalcation in your Treasury in 
the past year, when the Board required a particular explanation of the 
allegations stated in the Petition In reply to these orders you 
forwarded to the Board two reports the one dated the 7th and the 

* Board of Revenue, Procgs 24 September, 1824, No 44 
48 
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Pangnph 3 


other 13th Judo 1623 la which you distinctly declared that you bad 
personally ascertained that there was no deficiency in your Treasury 
The further special Report however, promised in your letters does 
not appear ever to have been received and the Board cannot but 
regret that you should have been so neglectful both of their orders 
and of your own official reputabon as to refrain from prosecubng to 
the utmost an enquiry into so serious a matter and which if done 
with energy and effect might have been the means of prevenbng the 
lata embezzlement 

5 From the circumstances stated in the pehbon now presented 
by Shibnaram Roy the late Treasurer there is some reason to 

apprehend that the circumstances alleged by Tewaree 
were not wholly without foundation and that a long 
concerted plan of fraud and embezzlement may have been praebsed 
by your Umlah The defalcahon recently inveabgated mto appears 
at all events to have existed long before the bme it was reported 
by you to the Board and it is difficult to understand if your watch 
fulness and suspicions were not in the first instance awakened by 
the Pehbon before alluded to how you could remam undisturbed 
by the delay which the Board understand actually did occur (and 
which you must have been aware ought not to have occurred) m the 
despatch of the remittance which the Revenue Accountant ordered 
you to make to Moorshedabad 

6 It 18 now disbnctly stated that this extraordinary delay was 
occasioned by the embezzlement which had been commibed and it is 
your duty to explain to the Board the whole circumstances of the 
case the proceedings held by you on the occasion and the measures 
you m consequence adopted 

7 Seebnaram Roy your late Treasurer has endeavoured to 
excuse himself from all responsibibty by declanng that he was not 
allowed to interfere in the dubes of his office and it appears from 
Mr Molony s report that Seebnaram no less from his youth than from 
his inexpenence was wholly unfit to be entrusted with the supiennten 
denco and management of the Treasury it is therefore the Board 
consider proper in this place to nobce the circumstances which preced 
ed Seebnaram a appomtment 

0 Your first recommendabon of Seebnaram Roy (viz that he was 
modest and gentlemanly m his appearance end manners) was such as 

CoimiluUoa 20tli could never be received by the Board as any proof 
1822 No 5*6 f X. . I- t j 

ot bis htness to be your Ireasurer and m stabng 

to you this circumstance the Board took occasion to impress on you 
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the necessity for special enquiry into the requisite qualifications of 
the Individual proposed for so responsible a situation. 

9. On your replying to these Orders, on the 26th December follow- 
ing, the Board again pointed out to you the inexpediency of appoint- 


Sheebnaram Roy 
was at thi3 time 


mg so young and inexperienced an officer, and 
they strongly recommended to you to endeavour 


stated by Collector 
to be 25 yrs. of age. 


to select for the situation a person better qualified 
by age and previous service than Seebnarain 


seemed to be undertake and satisfactorily to fulfil the trust which 


it involved 

10 The appointment however was again pressed by you on^the 


* On this subject I can safely declare 
that I cannot find a person combining 
such qualifications for the situation of 
Treasurer For altho’ there are many 
natives to be found of greater age and 
experience yet I have met none who 
bears so unexceptionable a character as 
Sheebnarain Roy and who can produce 
so respectable a man as Rajib Lochun 
Roy the security of Sheebnarain Roy 
who m point of wealth and influence tanks 
next to the Rajah of this District. I can 
moreover certify that during the period 
he has been acting as Khaganchee of my 
office (now more than a year and four 
months) Jie has discharged his duty in a 
very satisfactory manner 1 hope therefore 
that the Board in consideration of the 
above circumstances will be pleased to 
confirm Shibnarain Roy in the situation 
of Khaganchee and that he may continue 
to discharge his duty with zeal and 
integrity. 


Board, and the Board consider it 
essential to quote in the margin^ 
an extract from your letter to them 
on the occasion. 

1 1 In that letter you stated 
that It was impossible to find any 
other person combining such quali- 
fications for the situation of Trea- 
surer and that during the period 
he, Sheebnarain, had been acting 
as Treasurer of your office he had 
discharged his duties m a very 
satisfactory manner. It is difficult 
to reconcile these statements with 
the account now given both by 


Mr. Molony and by Sheebnarain himself. Mr. Molony describes 
Sheebnarain to look like a boy of 20 years of age, Sheebnarain 
declares that his age is only 22 years. Mr, Molony states that 
Sheebnarain declared his “Utter ignorance’’ on points referred 
for his explanation, and from the Petition of the Individual himself 
he it appears, declined on account his youth, and consequent 
inexperience as it may be presumed, to hold the appointment. 
Further Sheebnarain declares that since the appointment did take 
place, he has never been allowed to interfere in the Treasury, and that 
Radahpersaud in fact (whom Sheebnarain Roy accuses of having 
made away with the amount deficient) kept the whole controul and 
management of the Treasury Department, which was only nominally 


in his, Sheebnarain’s, hands. 


12 The appointment of Sheebnarain was ultimately consented to 
by the Board only in consequence of your strong, repeated, and urg- 
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cnt recommendaboni The rcaponsibjhty of the recommendation must 
conaequently rest with you and you will therefore be pleaied to 
•ubrmt to mei for the Board a consideration whatever explanation you 
may have to offer in extenuation of your aelechon and rccomraen 
dalion of Sheebnaram and at the same time you will diatmctly atale 
Sea t>*rt 26 of by whom the Draft of the letter to the Board of 
Mr MoIott ■ letter the 26th December 1822 was written The Board 
hope thia draft was not prepared by Radaperaaud or any of hia family 
If it was 80 prepared the circumstance must tend to confirm what at 
pre^^nt may be justly inferred that Radaperaaud procured the 
appointment of Seebnaram with the view of having the Treasury un 
der hi8 controul and direction 

13 It would alao appear from the lOth Paragraph of Mr Molony a 
report that all the pnncipal situations m your Collectorship were held 
by Relabons or dependants of the family of Radaperaaud the son of 
Rammohun Roy This stale of things cannot on any proper pnnci 
pie be considered otherwise than very reprehensible Tbe Board 
accordmgly desire that you will submit whatever you have to urge m 
justification of your having allowed a single family to hold almost 
every situabon of trust and importance in your office 

14 The Shenstadar moreover appears equally with the Treasurer 
to have been perfectly inefficient It is likewise therefore requuite 
you should state how you reconciled it to yourself to appoint a person 
to this high trust apparently so unequal to perform its dubes 

15 It will be necessary also that you should explain how you 
justified to yourself the proceeding adverted to in the 5th and 27th 
paragraphs of Mr Molony s report viz direcbng or sanebomng Rada 
persaud ■ taking examinabons whilst you lay on your bed m the state 
desenbed by Mr Molony and your acceptmg the rcsignabon of Rada 
persaud against whom such senous charges had been preferred 

Further how it happened that Notes of Pnvate 
Banks and forged Bengal Bank Notes were 
received into your Treasury 

How it happened that the amoimt of Pice m your Treasury was 
Par* 7 & 13 larger than that stated it is presumed m your 

accounts and more than that stated to the Judge 
iwhen he look charge of the Treasure 

Why security was not taken from your Treasurer m the manner 
^2 specially desired by the Board m their orders of 

the 9th December 1823 and why the secunty Bond 
you did take was not forvrarded to the Board as then spcaally directed 


P*r* 7 
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16. The circumstances of the error of 1000 Rupees in the amount 
credits entered on the 22nd July as noticed in this paragraph, of 
the large amount of short weight Rupees in the remittance to 

Moorshedabad, and of the sum of Rupees 411 
and 2 as., which had prior to the 24th July 
been carried to account as embezzled by the former Treasurer you 
will also consider to require from you a full explanation . 

You will state, likewise, whether you from time to time examined 
your Treasure, and if so, how often you performed this essential 
part of your duty also when you last examined it ^ 

From these paragraphs it would seem a very inefficient check 
p 17 & 19 kept over the Stamp, Abkaree, and Opium 

Departments of your office You are consequ- 
ently requested to explain what measures you adopted to secure 
as far as possible accuracy in the accounts, and otherwise a faithful 
and regular discharge of the duties belonging to these Departments 

19 You will explain how it happened, that the accounts and 
Paras. 21 & 35. records of your office were kept in the imperfect 

and confused condition here adverted to, and you 
Postcnpt will not fail to refer particularly to the circums- 
tance of a bundle of them having been sunk in a tank near Rada- 
persaud’s house The circumstance of the daily Treasury Account 
not having been signed by you since the 23d August 1823 and of your 
not having kept any Register of Bank Notes, requires also your parti- 
cular explanation. 

20. At present the Boad have only further to desire, that you 
will state what plea you have to urge for transacting your public 
business otherwise than in your public Cutcherry, and particularly for 
conducting sales in your own private house 

Whether more sales than the one which took place on the 24th 
July last were conducted m this illegal manner, and if so how many, 
and on what dates they were held 

How often during the course of the past year you failed to attend 
your Cutcherry on days open for the transaction of public business, 
and on what date you last attended your office antecedently to your 
recent application for leave of absence. 

21. I am directed to add that if you should be desirous to refer 
to any papers in the Board’s office to enable you to reply to this 
Despatch, they will be allowed you on your calling there on any day 
that may be convenient to yourself * 

* Board of Revenue, Procgs. 31 August, 1824, No. 34A. 
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18B Boftrd I litttr to thiJiidgtat Burdwin rei Gov)ndp«naud Roy f 
pUtnt (3t August, 1814) 

The Acting Secretary lay* before the Board a plaint received un 
accompanied by any communicabon m English from the Judge at 
Burdwan 

Ordered that the following letter be addressed to the Judge at 
Burdwan 

To Judge at Burdwan 
(No 3341) 

Sir 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
from you of a Plaint filed in your Gjurt by Govind Persaud Roy late 
Abkarry Darogah of the Burdwan Collectorahip and to acquaint you 
that a copy of the Plamt has been forwarded to the Acbng Collector 
for hi* report On receipt of the CoUector a reply the Board wU 
determine m regard to the defence or otherwise of the •uit as required 
by Regulabon 1 1 of 1814 tec III 

2d I am dctfired to add that the plaml was un 

accompamed by any communicabon m Englisb from you * 

187 Board* l«tt«r to th* Offg Coltsetor of Durthnn rei Oovlndpentud 
Roy* plaint (3i August 1824) 

Ordered that the following letter be vmttcn to tbe Officiahng 
CoUector of Burdwan 

To Offg Collector of Burdwan 
(No 3340) 

Sir 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you 

the accompnnsung copy of a plaint filed m the ZiUah Court of 
Burdwan by Govind Persaud Roy late Abkaree Darogah of your 

Distnct, and to deaue you wiU furnish a report m Elnghsh of aU the 

circumstances of the case together with a copy m Persian of 
the reply which you would propose to be made to the Plamt 

2 On a connderabon of these paper* you wiU be furnished with 
malrucbons regardmg the mode of proceeding which may be deemed 
proper to adopt t 

Bo*rd of Rerennfl Procgi 31 Auffot 1624 No 41 

+ BoMd of Rereoo* Procga 31 Aagntt 1824 No 42 
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188 Offg. Collector of Burdwan’s fetter to the Board forwarding copy of 
the proceedings held by him. (4 September, 1824). 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter under date 3 1st ultimo I have 
the honor to forward herewith for the information of the Board 
a Copy of the proceedings held by me in the presence of Mr 
Molony on the Agent of Rajiblochun Roy paying into this Treasury 
the sum of Sicca Rupees 2,431 4 10 in full of all demands as yet 

proved against him as surety for the late Treasurer. 

P. 2d From a perusal of the Roobacaree the Board ij\nll see 
the line I have adopted with respect to the private Bank Notes 
500 being returned m lieu of money realized on a forged Bank 
Note to that amount and the remaining one hundred and nine 
Rupees in private Notes has this day been given in exchange 
for their value in Sicca Rupees. The remaining three one hundred 
Rupee forged Notes shall be paid to the surety 

P 3d. The surety Bond of Rajib lochun Roy I have retained in 
my possession on the grounds of there being still some more sums 
demandable from the Treasurer, as in the years 1822, 23 and 24 
several servants of this Office died and many were dismissed 
but the vacancies were not filled for some time The Monthly 
allowances of those situations whilst they remained vacant should 
have been brought to the credit of Government but in no one ins- 
tance have such sums been accounted for — the mode of keeping 
the accounts in this office is as follows. The monthly allowance 
for the whole establishment is entered as being paid out but in 
case of vacancies occurmg as above detailed the money is re- 
entered under the head ‘Tefund.’^ In addition to this some of the 
Omlah have petitioned me for their salaries for past Months which 
they state they have not received, but as no regular receipt Book 
has been kept I have called upon the late Treasurer for an ex- 
planation and if he cannot produce receipts he must make good 
the demands of these individuals. 

P 4th On having learnt the circumstances as particularized 
in the above Paragraph I immediately made them known to Mr. 
Molony in order that he might take such steps as he deemed 
necessary for recovering the amount I have no doubt but the claims 
of the Omlah will be adjusted without delay and the money 
due to Government on account of the said vacancies will be readily 
refunded by the surety of Seebnarain Roy.*' 

*Board of Revenue, Procgs 24 September, 1824, No 42 
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189 orrg OoIlMtor of Burdivan « Utter to the Board r«i Burdwan afTilrf 
CTStptember 18 ! 4 ) 

Srr 

1 have the honor to forward herewth for the information and 
orders of the Board a Copy of a Roobucarree m which Mr 
Digby has cancelled a balance of Sicca Rupeca 15 13 10 anting 
from the licences of venders of epintuous liquors for the Month 
of September and October of last year this appears to have been 
done on the soouriea repreaenbng the losses they had sustained in 
conseijuence of the inundahon 

2d When examining the accounts of the abkarrce department I 
found the above sum for the said Months noted as cancelled but 
on refemng to the Nabve and English records I could not find 
any orders of the Board sancboning Mr Digby s proceedings and 
without such orders I am unable to recognixe the balance m 
quesbcn as annulled 

3d In prosecuhng my enquiries the late abkarree Tubseeldar 
Gobmdprusad Roy had m conjuncbon with Scctanauth a Mohuncr in 
that department summoned the assamees to their private residence 
and notwithstanding the orders that had been passed by the 
Collector enforced full payment from some and part from others of the 
balance due without granbng the usual receipts and appropnated to 
themselves the money thus realized 

4lh The above circurastanco has been clearly detailed in a course 
of evidence that I have taken and confirmed by the deposibon of 
witnesses as likewise a shameless mode of extotbon praebsed by the 
said abkarree Tuhseeldar in the open face of day It appears that on 
every Pottah granted by the Collector this Govmdprusad Roy received 
from the sooory fivei four or three rupees according to the amount of 
the licence— ho established a regular and fixed selamcc on each 
Poltah — 1 am inclined to believe that this imposition did not originate 
with hun and that his predecessors had been m the habit of extorbng 
money m a similar manner but certainly with much more caubon and 
on a smaller scale 

5th In 6th Paragraph of my letter to your address under date 1 6th 
Ultimo I stated for the Board s mformabon that the abkarreo Tuhsecl 
dar had been sent to the Dewanny Jail on bis refusing to make good 
the deficiency therein specified The charges now imdcr consideration 
are of a criminal nature consequently I have requested the Magistrate 
to summon him from the Dewannec Jail and put him on his trial in the 
Foujdarree Court the result of which will I have httle doubt be hia 
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con\ iclion for corruption nnt] extortion of n very aggravated nature — 
nt the same tune 1 made Mr. Molony acquainted with these circums- 
tances 


P. 6. I beg to call the particular attention of the Board to the 3d 
paragraph of thi*. letter and request to be honored with their direction, 
to what steps arc to be taken by me witli respect to the balance 
therein specified. 1 he sureties and venders depose to their having 
paid the licences for the two Months but not one lias received a 
proper receipt, they arc therefore responsible for the arrears in case 
the Board do not sanction the proceedings of Mr. Digby who cancelled 
them. ,K 


7. 1 have not offered any remaiks on the grounds which induced 

Mr Digby to adopt this hue of conduct as from the confused state of 
the office it IS imi)os.;iblc for me to ascertain whether the fullest infor- 
mation may not ha\e been before the Board and orders passed there- 
on from the tenor of the Roobukarri' it is to be presumed that a report 
\\ 4 is forwarded but no traces arc to be found. The only letters which 
at all touch ujion the subject arc those of the dates noted in the 

Margin one from Mr Digby and the reply from 
the Board calling for a particular report on the 
effects of the inundation this correspondence 
however transpired previous to the Roobucarree 


Mf Div^'bs ^ Irllrr 
(tnlcd Ipl October 
1823 

BoTfd n tcplj bill 
October 1823 


above alluded to. 

7lh. On discovering the sclnmcc system as detailed in the 4th 
paragraph 1 made very minute enquiries and satisfied myself that no 
vender had procured n licence without first paying the bribe or 
engaging to do so> thus, every annah that was paid to the Tuhseeldar 
was in fact depriving Government of a portion of their revenue for 
it IS clear to demonstration that venders and manufacturers being 
obliged to pay such an exorbitant douceur could not do so without a 
corresponding deduction had been made in the rate of license — 1 have 
issued Ishtehars directing all those requiring licences to come to me 
direct with their petitions in case they should meet with any obstacle 
or delay from the abkarree Omlah m consequence of their not feeing 
them at the same time to continue paying the usual premium which 
shall be retained as a deposit until I have received the orders of 
the Board on the subject who if they deem it advisable direct the 
money to be returned to those who have paid it in 

8th. It appears to me that it would be more equitable and advan- 
tageous in the end, for the Board to authorize me to return the amount 
of the premiums that may accumulate between this period and the time 


49 
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I may be forvorcd wth the orders of the Board— but on the renewal 
and granbng of licences the Collector should be very particiilar and 
minute in hit enquiries touching the proper and fair rate dcmandable 
from venders and manufacturere of spintuoua liquors — Licences arc 
not much in demand at present the little that does exist arises for the 
mcreased consumption of spmts during the holidays * 

IB*. Ur Digby t Ifttsr to Ihs Board sshtng to be suppl|*d with copIss 
osrtain paptrs (7 September, 1824) 

Sir 

In^e last paragraph of your letter of the Slst August 1824 recciv 
ed yesterday eveiung the Board kindly offer to allow me any papers 
to which I igay wiah to refer to enable me to reply to their quenes if I 
will call there any day that may smt my convenience 

2ndly I am unfortunately strictly prohibited by my Medical 
Attendant William Russell Esquire M D from ever going out of my 
house m the day time bemg sbll m a state of extreme debility and 
moreover the peUboo to which 1 wish at present to refer is wntten 
in Persian by a man Bcbbously csJUng himself JhimckloU Tewarry 
consequently I am induced to request that the Board will be pleased 
to allow me a copy of the pebbon as well as of their orders 
thereon 

3rd The Board of Revenue will 1 trust further oblige by furnishing 
me with copies of my reports on the same subject dated 7tb and 13th 
June 1823 as alluded to m the 4tb paragraph of your letter and also 
copies of their repbes to those reports 

4 In consideration of the scarcity of copyists of which you com 
plain 1 send an English Writer to execute your orders f 

101 Board s rspty to tbs sbovt litter <8 stplember, I8i4) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of yesterdays date and to forward to you a copy of the 
correspondence menboned in the 3rd paragraph of it The Pebbon 
of JhinicUoll Tewarry has been forwarded to Mr Molony at Burdwan 
and there is no copy of it m this office J 

* Boud of Revenoe Procgi 24 Se p i e m ber 1824 No. 46 
i* Boud of Revenae Pioc^b IQ Sept 1621 No II 
t Board of Revenoe Proega 10 Sept 1624 No 12. 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


387 


Ordered that the following letter be written to the Superintendent 
of Legal Affairs. 

To Superintendent of Legal Affairs 
(No. 3410) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to request that you will 
return to me with as little delay as possible the Petition of Jhinickloll 
Tewarry which was transmitted to you with my Letter of the 3rd. 
Ultimo.^ 

The 10th Sept , 1824 

192 Offg. Collector of Burdwan’s letter to the Board forwarding c^y of 
Mr. Molony’s letter. (10 September, 1824). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward herewith for the information of the 
Board the annexed copy of a letter from Mr. Molony of this day’s 
date and I have the pleasure to add that the money has been received 
in this Treasury and the surety Bond returned to the mukhtor i 

Encio 

To 

James Armstrong Esqr.. 

Acting Collector of 

Burdwan 

Sir, 

The Bearer Kishen Kaunth Buttarcharge who is mokhtor of Rajib 
lochun Roy the surety of the late treasurer will deliver to you the sum 
of 839.15.6 3 which is all that I can trace to be now due from the 
Treasurer. 

I have the honor to enclose the surety Bond executed by Rajib 
, lochun Roy and as soon as you have received the money I request you 
will return the Bond to the mokhtor taking his receipt for the same, 
and giving him also a receipt for the money now paid in, he is also 
anxious to have a copy of the persian statement detailing the items of 
the amount now paid in, which I shall be obliged by your also deli- 
vering to him. 

1 have &ca. 

Burdwan (Signed) E Molony 

10th Septernber 1824 Supdt & Remr. 

(True Copy) L. A. 

(Signed) J Armstrong 
Offg Collr 

* Board of Revenue, Procgs 10 Sept 1824, No 13. 

t Board of Revenue, Procgs. 19 Oct 1824, No 12 
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193 Mr Molony I Suppl^uiUry report to Government on the Bunhvan 
embezzlement analr (10 Septirobtri 18t4) 

Sir 

In conbnunhon of my letter of the 3Iit ultimo I have now the 
honor to report for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor General in Council that the remainder of the amount 
demandable from the late Treoeurer of thia Collectorehip and hie 
surety haa been liquidated in roy last letter I stated the balance 
then due to be 2 431 4 10 but aince then 1 have aecertained a further 
sum of 839 15 6 3 (at explained in the statement A annexed to 
this fepoTt) to be demandable making a total of Sicca Rupees 3271 
3 16 3 which haa been liquidated by Rajiblochun Roy the father 
and surety of Shcebnaram and aa upon a very careful examinabon 
of the Treasury accounts I cannot discover that anything farther is 
recoverable from him I have at this request delivered up to him the 
surety Bond executed by him 

2d I request however to report that the Balances due from 
5^ \ 2*5 the Stamp Dsrogah* and Abkaree* Teshildar as report 
ed in the 17th and 18th Paragraphs of my letter 
of the 1 4th August have sot been recovered and 
altho both of the above named persons are now under confinement 
in the Ctvd Jaul I fear that the balances wiU not easily be realised 
the Abkaree Tebseeldar mdeed has filed a Petition of Plaint contest 
mg the demand on the ground that be bad paid the amount required 
from him to the Treasury Podars that he did so is possible as I shall 
explain when I come to speak of the occurrences which took place 
when money was ordered to be sent to Moorshedabad but the 
Podars Lhatas are not offiaal Treasury documents and Government 
cannot 1 apprehend look to their Treasurer for what is not entered 
m his scab unless the payer can shew his receipt m which in 
this instance the Abkaree Tebseeldar cannot do I think therefore 
that he must be referred to the Podars to settle the matter and that 
Government may safely defend the action he has brought more 
especially as 1 shall be able to shew that a gross imposibon was 
pot upon Mr Digby m regard to the person who became secunty 
for the Tebseeldar and who was represented to that gentleman 
as a man of property altho merely a common Mohurer on 12 Rs 
a month and not possessed as we now find of 20 Rupees worth of 
property 

3d Against the same man charges have been preferred by 
Mr Armstrong m concurrence with my opinion as to his guilt for 
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embezzlement. It seems that on the 13th April last Mr. Digby upon 
representations made to him held a proceeding in which he intimates 
an intention of recommending that the balances for September and 
October due from several Abkars should be remitted on the ground 
that they had suffered severe losses by the inundation, whether Mr. 
Digby ever reported this proceeding to the Board, or that authority 
sanctioned it, we cannot trace from the records of the office, but be 
this as it may, Govind Persaud Roy the Tehseeldar collected all the 
balances from the Abkars and did not carry them to the credit of 
Government. 

^th The Stamp Darogah has not as yet intimated any intention 
of seeing the Collector to contest the balance, but I rather think he 
will do so, for in support of his assertion that he paid the money to the 
Podars he has produced a Perwannah addressed to him by Mr Digby 
on the 15th January 1823 and which commences by reciting that the 
former Stamp Darogah was in the habit of retaining in his hands 
the sums paid in by the mofussil venders till the end of each month 
instead of paying it into the Treasury as it was paid in to him and 
that this being improper he (Ramhurree Mitter) is directed, as the 
money comes m to pay it to the Treasury Podars, who are to enter it 
into their books (which are quite distinct from the seah and are not 
official Treasury documents) and give him receipts, and at the end 
of the month he is to see that the several sums are credited in the 
Government Books as usual 

5th It may, I think, very well be questioned how far Mr Digby 
was authorized to issue such a Perwannah without the special sanc- 
tion of the Board of Revenue But even admitting that Government 
will be bound by such a Perwannah in an action in Court, still it 
cannot exonerate Ramhurree Mitter from being responsible for he 
was not called on for the balance till the 9th of August before which 
he was, under the terms of the Perwannah, bound to have seen 
that the sum had been carried to credit m the regular seah account, 
and the seah accounts from the date of the Perwannah to June 1824 
show that he was in the habit of having sums regularly carried to credit 
in the middle and even in the early, parts of each month I consider 
therefore that any action he may bring can be successfully defended. 

6th. A considerable degree of confusion still prevails in the 
accounts of the mofussil venders It will be easily perceived on a 

reference to the long intervals^ which elapsed 
See Statement A after many had absented themselves from their 

stations, before others were appointed not only that much inconveni- 



39D 


RA>\ RAMMOHUN ROY 


cncc miiflt have been felt by community but that the accounts must 
have got mto great confusion — On Mr Armstrongs taking charge 
several of the venders then employed absconded leaving their 
accounts unadjusted and scarcely any of their sureties are responsible 
people It will take a considerable deal of bme and trouble adjust 
the accounts of this Department but I do not dispau of seemg it 
accomplished and I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony 
to the steady and persevering zeal with which Mr Armstrong has 
entered upon these accounts as well os on an active enquiry mto 
many other points which the very detailed examination I was 
obliged to enter into of the Treasury accounts rendered it impossible 
for me to undertake myself 

7th Having thus stated what has been done to try and secure 
Government from ulbmate loss on this occasion 1 shall now proceed 
to explam 

First The facilibes which were afforded for embezzhng the public 
money by the implicit confidence which Mr Digby placed m Radha 
persaud Roy and his relabons who engrossed all the most important 
situabons on the establishment 

Secondly The mode m which the embezzlement was effected 
and the occurrences which brought the whole to light 

Thirdly The proceedings which have been taken against the delin’* 
quents in the G’lmmal Court 

8th In my former report I aobced an asserbon which had been 
made m the Pebbon of the late Treasurer Sheebnaram Roy that altho 
Mr Digby was nommally Collector yet Radhapersaud Roy was in 
reality the person who directed all the proceedings in the office and 
1 at the same time stated from my own observabon that Mr Digby s 
official conduct appeared entirely to be influenced by that individual 1 
smccrely with that I could state from the mvesbgabon 1 have smee 
gone mto and the proceedings before the Magistrate that the conclu 
sions I then came to were erroneous I request however to add that 
the result of my enquiries and the criminal proceedings as far as they 
have gone only tend to shew that the real part which Mr Digby has 
taken for several months in the busmess of this CoUectorship extends 
no further (except in a few instances of an unimportant nature) than 
merely affixing his name to papers which were presented to him by 
Radhapersaud who m fact exercised the real authority of the office m 
Mr Digby I name 

9lh This man tho holding the coroparahvoly low and uxespon 
tible eituabon of 2d Senstadar has for the last two years been address* 
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ed as Mr Digby s Dewan, and looked to as the most impoitant person- 
age in the office by all ranks of people in this District and even beyond 
it among the Treasury Papers I find a letter from a Mr Burton (who is 
I am informed employed by Messrs Alexander & Co as an overseer 
at the coal mines at Raneegunge which is m the District of Jungle 
Mehals and about 60 miles from this station addressed to Mr. Digby 
requesting that he would cash some bank notes for him and directed 
on the cover “To John Digby Esquire Collector of Burdwan” and on 
a different part of the cover “to be opened by Radapersaud Roy 
Dewan of Mr. Digby”. 

1 0th It IS in evidence on oath before the Magistrate that Mr F^gby 
only went m person to examine his Treasury once within the lasjt 13 
months The occasion on which he did examine it was m June 1823, 
in consequence of a Petition which had been piesented to the Revenue 
Board and which had been transmitted to Mr. Digby for report the 
witnesses being questioned as to the mode in which the balance of the 
Treasury was ascertained deposed that Mr Digby came attended by 
Radhapersaud and sat in a room adjoining the one in which the 
Treasure is kept, that then a Bundle of Bank note was brought (many 
of them cut in halves) and counted over to Mr Digby by Petumber 
Chatterjea the head Writer and Radapersaud, that after this Mr. Digby 
went to the door of the room where the silver and copper was, and 
counted in a hurried manner the bags in which Rupees were said to be, 
and took down the number which they told him was in each bag, but 
that none of the bags were opened or the money therein counted so 
that they might have been filled with copper pice instead of Rupees. 

11th, This evidence would seem in some degree to be corrobo" 
rated by a perusal of the letter and its enclosure* which Mr. Digby 

forwarded to the Board on that occasion and a 
copy of which I have the honor to enclose, the 
loose manner in which the "memorandum of 
the cash balance” is drawn up shews that it 
could not have been made out from any accurate 
examination, otherwise the error of valuing 23 notes of 250 Rupees 
each 5,500 Rupees instead of 5,750 Rupees could not well have been 
committed, altho’ indeed it seems to have been overlooked when 
the papers came under consideration at the Board of Revenue, which 
I can only account for by that authority having postponed passing 
final orders on the subject until the report promised in the postcnpt 
of Mr Digby ’s letter should be furnished, but which it seems was 
never made 


* Marked B The 
original is filed In the 
Faujdaree record it 
being in the hand 
writing of Petumber 
Chatterjea 
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12th Several wtnease* have depofled on oath that Radhaperaaud 
Roy and Petumber Chatterjea were the only officers who had free 
access to Mr Digby and who generally took papers to him to sign, and 
the only conclusion 1 can form is that Mr Digby by signed all that were 
put before hirn without reading them or bemg aware of their contents 
for I cannot bnng myself to believe that he would certify m the letter 
now forwarded and in almost all the monthly statements forwarded 
to the Revenue Accountant that he had actually counted the caah 
which he must have been aware he had not done 

I3th There is moreover every reason to beheve that Radhaper* 
sbaiCd Roy contnved to secrete several offiaal letters addressed to Mr 
Digby by the Board of Revenue end other public Buthonties and that 
these letters were never seen by Mr Digby, the general evidence cle- 
arly establishes that the mhuence of Radapersaud was such that none 
of the officers dared to disobey his orders for fear of losing their situa 
tions Among other witnesses the Dawk Moonshee has sworn that 
Radapersaud Roy was almost always present when the Dawk packets 
were opened and that he uniformly on such occasions laid hold of 
and opened the envelopes of letters on service directed to the CoUec 
tor ran his eye over them and showed them to Mr Digby or not as he 
Jane * Julr thought proper also that at the time* when the 

remittance of two lacs of Rupees was to be sent to 
Moorshedabad, and tbe delay m getting off that remittance had drawn 
down on Mr Digbys conduct some severe animadversions from the 
accountant Radehpersaud ordered him (the Dawk Moonshee on no 
account to take the Dawk Packets to Mr Digby or to allow them 
to be opened except be (Radapersaud) or Ramchunder Gungoly were 
present and that when opened the letters on service were to be sent to 
his bouse instead of being gpven to Mr Digby at this point the 
examination of the Dawk Moonshee became rather critical for himself 
and upon being asked whether he had obeyed Radahpersaud s order 
the Magistrate very properly vramed him that he was not obliged to 
answer tbe queshon nevertheless he did anwser by saying that being 
aware of the responsibibty of doing as he had been told he first of all 
took the letters shewed them to Mr Digby and telling bim what 
Radahpersaud had directed him to do asked if he was to send tbe 


letters to his house or not, and that Mr Digby replied that he was to 
send them as directed by Radbapersaud which he did do , This 
evidence is corroborated by tbe fact of a letter from the Accountant of 
the nature alluded to above having been found with several other 
official papers on one of the boxes m the record room among the 
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prjvale papers of Radahpersaud Roy and Ramchunder Gangooly, 
whose obstinate refusal at first to deliver up the key to Mr. Armstrong 
led to our having the Box opened and its contents examined in the 
presence of the Magistrate and the Dawk Moonshee’s statement is 
further substantiated by our having found among the bundle of papers 
which were discovered in the Tank near to Radahpersaud’s house 
several fragments of official letters from the Revenue Board one 
distinctly bearing Mr. Trolter^s official signature, envelops of letters 
*‘on service'’ and impressions in wax of the official seals in use at the 
Board, and at the Jungle mchals Radhapersaud indeed denies all 
knowledge of how and when these papers were secreted, but from the 
fact of their being found in various parts of the tanks with bricks and 
other heavy substances attached in order to sink them, there can hard- 
ly remain a doubt but that they were sunk with his and Ramchunder 
Gangooly’s connivance especially as other papers of a private nature 
belonging to those individuals were found among the bundles. 

Hth Radhapersaud’s influence is described by the witnesses to 
have been precisely as great in the affairs of the Treasury as in every 
other Department , Mr Digby indeed would seem to have had little or 
no intercourse with the Treasurer Sheebnarain, or even Ramdhun 
Chatterjea the Naib, all the accounts which were to be signed were 
taken to Radhapersaud and by him presented to Mr. Digby for signa- 
ture Sheebnarain is described by the witnesses as a “boy, unacquain- 
ted With the common forms of business, and that all he did was occa- 
sionally to sign Dakhilas brought to him for that purpose, to stroll 
about Mr Digby’s garden, or to sit in the writers room and draw 
figures on paper” the evidence goes on to describe Ramdhun 
Chatterjea and Radhapersaud as acting perfectly in concert If the 
latter wanted money for any private purpose such as to remit to 
Calcutta or to pay shop bills, the former immediately supplied him and 
the evidence of one witness states this to have been done from the 
public Treasury. 

15th It has nevertheless appeared in evidence that the Naib 
Ramdhun was looked upon by Radhapersaud more in the light of an 
inferior Agent of his, than as a participator m the fruits of the intr- 
igues wich were going on, and altho’ Radhapersaud trusted him to a 
very great extent, yet when not present himself to overlook his con- 
duct he took care to place over him a relative and confidant fully 
equal to the task, this person is Ramchunder Gungooly, a cousin of 
Radapersaud and scarcely, if at all, his inferior in ability and in- 
trigue, it was to this man who held the situation of Mohafez Dufter 
50 
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that one of the Tteasary keys and the general management of the 
office at the sudder station was comnutied when Mr Digby went 
out mto the Distnct dormg the last cold season taking Radhapersaud 
with him 

16th Having thus endeavoured to describe the system of man 
agement wich prevailed in the office His Lordship in Council will 
probably be prepared to hear that no small confusion exists m the 
accounts and vouchers of the Treasury in the first place no register 
of the numbers and amount of Bank Notes received or remitted to 
the General Treasury appears to have been kept in the office altho 
from li to 15 lacs of Rupees in Notes ore annually received at the 
Collectors Treasury, in the next place on searching among the papers 
for such as would explain the points indicated in Sheehnarain s 
pehbon in regard to the mode in which the embezzlement had been 
efiected I found that every single chelan receipt or voucher of every 
description havmg the remotest conneebon with those pomts had 
been made away with it was remarkable however that as far as the 
Treasury documents were concerned very few had been secreted 
which had not some reference to receipts and disbursements by paper, 
from which circumstances I was satisfied that Sbeebnaiain s state 
ment of the embeslement having been ejected by Bank Notes was 
stnctly true and concludmg likewise that the fact stated m the 
petition presented to the Board m June 1623 viz Radhapersaud Roy 
bad purchased an Elstate at the Registers sale m the precedmg month 
for 9? 000 Rupees was probably correct as soon as I had taken charge 
from Mr Armstrong of the Treasury Books and chelans and removed 
them to the Circuit House (where I am residing) and placed a guard 
from the Provmcial Battabon over them I lost no time m trying to 
obtain such documents from other offices as might assist me in trac 
ing what notes had been made away with 

17th I had at first an idea that I could have traced the number 
and amount of every note which had been received mto or disbursed 
from the Treasury but I soon found that in respect to the receipts 
one of the most important chelans viz the one which accompanied 
a remittance of the surplus proceeds of the Putnee in June 1823 
had been made away with and that no less 19294 Rupees worth 
of notes of which no numbers were entered had been paid in during 
ihe Treasurership of Sheebnarain by Govindpersaud Roy the Abkaree 
Tusheeldar and on looking to the diBbursemenis I foimd that I 
could not procure complete lists of the numbers of all notes paid to 
the Barrackmasler, or of the sum of 80 0 00 and 1000 interest as paid 
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out to Rajiblochun Roy and the reverend Mr Carey respectively, the 
attempt therefore to trace every note m this way has given no satis- 
factory result. 

18lh. I beg now to call the attention of Government to the ac- 
companying statements C & D which have been drawn up after care- 
ful comparison of the entries in each days seah with the original 
chclans, and as the receipts of each day were ascertained from an 
inspection of the chclans a Register exhibiting the number and 
value of every note (with the exceptions abovcmentioned) was 
formed. 


19 From the second column of the statement C it will be st^en that 
Bank notes to the amount of 3,48,380 Rupees had been credited as cash 
payments and the statement D shews that at different times the sum 
of 191528 was in the seah written* off the balance in notes and thrown 


*Notc, tins practice 
IS I fnncj by no 
means nn uncommon 
one m nil Trcnsurics, 
here they call it, 
“doorbnr” and it is 
done in most cases for 
the sal c of the battn m 
giving notes for cash 
to Zcmccndnrs 


into the cash balance if we add to the foregoing 
irregular entries in the seah the sum of 19294 
Rupees in notes paid m by Abkarry Tuhseeldar 
without numbers the total amount viz 553102 
Rupees will correspond nearly with the differ- 
ence’*^ between the gross receipts and disburse- 
ments as shewn at the foot of statement C, and 


* 5,52,999 gives a tolerably accurate idea of the amount m 

notes which had been placed in such a predica- 
ment as to be available for any unauthorized purpose Radhapersaud 
and his associates might have in view, without the appropriation being 
perceived in the accounts sent down to the Presidency 


20 Under the absolute impossibility therefore which exists of 
tracing every note that had been paid into the Treasury, it became 
of the first importance to procure the original chelans of the money 
paid in by Radhapersaud Roy, as the price of the Putnee Talook of 
Nedeepoor but here again another difficulty met us, dunng the inunda- 
tion last year the water got into the room where the Tehseeldar of 
the Adawlut keeps the cash and vouchers and destroyed alm,ost all the 
papers in the room, the chelans in a complete state therefore could 
not be found but luckily among a bundle of papers which 
Mr Hutchinson had himself saved from the flood, and thrown on the 
top of a record rack, the Tusheeldar found a memorandum of the 
numbers and value of notes to the amount of 23,000 Rupees which 
had been paid in on the 8th' or 9th day after sale, that is on the 
26th May 1823, by Muddoosoodun Chowdry the Mokhtar of 
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Radhapersaud Roy and on companng the numbcre of the notes in 
this papfr with the hats of numbers I had made from the onginal 
chelans I found no lees than 36 notes amounting in value to 12 700 
Rupees to have been regularly paid into the Treasury by different 
persons at vanous times during the 3 months prccedmg the date above 
mentioned Muddoosoodhuna evidence was of course immediately 
taken he deposed to having received the Bank notes direct from the 
hands of Radhapersaud Roy at the Collectors Cutcherry and that 
Radhapersaud told him at the tune that be had tak^n them out of 
the Treasury other witnesaesa were indicated by Muddoosoodun from 
whosetdeposibona it appiears clearly that the sum of at least 80 000 
Rupees in notes which had been abstracted from the pubhc Treasury 
was appropriated to pay for this estate but very httle more than 23 000 
Rupees were paid m notes Radhapersaud having thro the agency of 
his Moohhtars aided by Ramdhun Chatterjea and some podars m the 
Town exchanged many of the notes m the first mstance 
for cash and probably the notes for 23 000 Rupees which were paid 
mto Court on the 26th May would also have been exchanged for 
cash had tune pemutted but as the Register was on jhe pomt of 
proceeding to a resale of the Talook they werp obhged to pay it 
m without taking that precaubon 

2Iat Fortunately we had the means of ascertaining the number 
and amount of every note which had been disbursed from the Trea 
sury between January and May 1823 three remittances had been made 
to the General Treasury and 20 000 Rupees at two payments had been 
paid to the Barrackmaster who has furnish 
ed me with numbers on companng the 
numbers of the 36 notes in the memoran 
dum filed by Muddoosoodhun we find that 
(with die excepbon of one note*) none of 
them could have been included in these 
disbursements it it quite clear therefore 
that these notes must have been abstracted 
from the Treasury 

22d I should by the way here state that the Talook of Nedheeporc 
was not purchased in the name of Radhapersaud but m the fiebbous 
name of Gopeemohun Qiatterjcc and Radhapersaud on being asked 
to accoimt for these notes being m his possession defends himself 
by denymg that he is the real purchaser or had an 3 rthing to do 
With Muddoosoodhun Chowdry on thp occasion he does not attempt 


* Note No 1 1 998 for 
lOOORopoea paid In hero 
on tlie 31 ft Janoaiy 1S23 
and remitted to tbo Goner 
at Treaauiy on 7tii Fehm 
ai 7 It relmed fr o m the 
Bank on tke 14th March 
and might haTe come to 
Radhapersaod a handi in 
the ordinary comae of 
diculmUon 
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lo say he got the notes by cvchangnig Rupees for them or by the 
ordinary course of circulation, and his defence of not being the real 
purchaser has been completely upset by the evidence of several 
respectable witnesses. 

23rd the regulations it is incumbent on the Court a^ter deducting 
the arrears due to the Sudder Malgoozar to transmit any surplus 
proceedings of Putnee sales to the Collectors Treasury where the 
money remains in deposit for a certain time to answer demands against 
the former Putnee Talookdars, who is entitled to receive it at the 
expiration of the period upon presenting a certificate from the Judge 
that there have been no demands made against him, now th'^ net 
proceeds of the sale of Nedeeporc which were thus remitted to the 
Treasury on the Ifith June 1823 amounted to 82,000 Rupees, the 
greater part of which was sent m notes, but on searching for the chelan 
which accompanied that remittance and which would have enabled 
me to trace many more notes probably to Radhapersaud I found it 
had been made away with, altho’ all the other Treasury chelans for 
that day remained in their proper place 

24. The Elstate of Nedeepore before the sale stood in the name 
of Rajiblochun Roy the father of the Treasurer, but it really belonged 
to Rammohun Roy the father of Radhapersaud the certificate therefore 
that no demands existed ran in the name of Rajiblochun Roy and 
accordingly in the seah of the 8th August 1823, I find disbursed 82,000 
Rupees in his name of this 80,000 was paid in Bank notes without 
any memorandum of the numbers having been retained the order 
or warrant for payment is as usual addressed to the Treasurer, but the 
receipt for the money is signed by Ramdhun Chatterjea the Naib as 
Mokhtar of Rajiblochun Roy, before the Court Ramdhun says that he 
never received the money, but that Radhapersaud brought the receipt 
ready vmtten to his (Ramdhun’s) house one day when he was very 
ill, and as soon as he had procured his signature to it, went and 
drew the money out himself, some evidence has already been taken 
and more will be forthcoming to shew that this really happened 

25th The above detail will suffice to explain to Government that 
a very considerable sum of money was embezzled by Radhapersaud 
and with the knowledge and connivance of those who were responsible 
for the custody of the Treasure as far back as May 1823, under the 
facilities, which existed from the absence of all control at the head of 
the department, the ease with which Bank notes to almost any amount 
may be secreted and removed without the sentry on guard being aware 
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of it 5nd the precaubona which the dclinquenta have taJcen to remove 
almost all the documents which might enable me to trace the notes 
embcriled it u impossible to say at what pcnod sums may have been 
abstracted but the follovfing detail of what took place m June and 
July last as collected from the evidence given before the Magistrate 
and on exammabon of the Treasury account and English corres- 
pondence will afford a tolerably correct idea of the extent to which 
the embezzlement had at one hme been earned 

26th About the tune when most deposit orders were received by 
Mr Digby to send two Lacs of Rupees to Moorshedabad it happened 
that the Gjmmercial Residents at Radanuggar and Humpaul pressed 
very hard to have the amount of their respecbve assignments 
{the former of one Lac and the latter of 50 000) paid between the 25th 
June and 8th July the balance of the Treasury (exclusive of notes) 
fluctuated between 2 50 000 and 3 Lacs of Rupees the seah of the 8th 
July shows a balance of 2 88 279 15 7 2 m cash from the Pebhon of 
Sheebnarain however and explanabons subsequently given by 
Ramdhun Chatteriea as weH as the evidence of witnesses it is pretty 
certain that about the first week in July there was an actual deficiency 
of 2 lacs of Rupees iqi to the 7th the sum of one Lac of Rupees was 
collected on the 8th 51000 Rupees were paid in cash by the Rajah 
and With diia one lac and a half was made up and packed m boxes at 
this btiu* Radhapersaud determined that the remittance should be 
confined to the above sum but the soubahdar who commanded the 
party to escort it refused to receive charge of less than 2 lacs upon 
Mr Digby was prevaJed upon to request that Colonel Bird would 
shew him the orders which he had received regarding the guard to be 
fuTTushed and finding that the sum of two Lacs was specifically stated 
as the amount to be remitted another letter was addressed to Colonel 
Bird to beg he would detam the guard tiH the following day when the 
remaining 50 000 should be collected and got ready it was at this 
juncture that Radhapersaud Roy took and pawned the halves of Bank 
notes of which the other halves had been remitted to the Treasury on 
the 30th June and raised the sum of 14 000 Rupees upon them this is 
in evidence strongly the Podar to whom they were pawned having 
deposed to the fact and given m a list of the numbers of the notes 
which coTTcspHmd with the numbers in the chcIan sent to the General 
Treasury It is in evidence also that during the 8th the soubadar 
of the guard bemg very impatient to receive charge of the remainder 
of the money he has to escort became so unportunate that m order to 
pacify him the Podars played off a tnck of counting tho same Rupees 
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in nmount 15 or 20,000 five and six times over, until it became dark, 

when the Treasury was shut for that 
day and the sum of 60,000^ having 
been completed during the night and 
early in the morning of the 9th July 
the remittance was finally sent off on 
that day. 

27th Now it IS lo be observed that the 51,000 Rupees in cash which 
the chalnns shew to have been paid in by the Rajah on the 8th July 
were not caincd lo credit in the scah till the 10th the day after the 
2 lacs were dispatched, and then too it was carried to credit nljt as 
cash, but as if it had been paid in notes, evidently lo have a pretence 
for saying that there was not cash sufficient to discharge the commercial 
assignments, for on the 25th June Mr Watts the Resident at 
Rndhanagorc was informed officially by M^; Digby that if would send 
his Podar the amount of his assignment should be paid, but after 
the Podar had arrived Mr Digby on the 14th July writes to say that 
m consequence of having been ordered to remit 2 lacs to 
Moorshedabad, and having paid the remaining balance of cash m his 
Treasury lo the Resident at Hurnpaul he cannot send him the money, 
and within 16 days afterwards a letter with Mr Digby’s official 
signature is sent lo the Resident at Hurripal to inform him that there 
was not cash enough m the Treasury lo discharge his assignment 

28th Mr Digby at this lime was extremely ill, and none of the 
drafts of the letters are in his hand writing, they were drawn up by the 
head writer Petumber Chatterjea evidently in concert with Radhaper- 
saud, and 1 am satisfied that the' letters when copied for dispatch must 
have been signed by Mr Digby without his having read them or being 
aware of their contents. 

29th Matters would seem to have remained m this state until 
Mr Digby became so unwell as to render his applying for leave 
unavoidable, and no sooner had the assistant surgeon given him 
a certificate than Radhapersaud endeavoured in concert with Ramdhun 
Chatterjea to make up the deficiency and get all in order for any 
gentleman to take charge who should be deputed to act, about this 
penod thirty or forty Thousand Rupees must have been replaced and 
they looked to Rajiblochun Roy to help them to replace the remainder, 
it so happened however that he could not raise the money, and 
Radhapersaud endeavoured to persuade Sheebnarain Roy to abscond, 
but his advisers would not allow him to do so and hence arose the 


* It wns upon ihn Incl 50,000 
^^ns5c^^pccl toEclhcr b> odd 
punis llinl n dcficicncj of 617 12 ns 
on nccounl of ebotl weight i^cn 
\\ns iccovcrcd from the Trca- 
futers sccunt> 
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diacovety of the embezilement by the Petition preecnted to 
Mr Hutchinson on the 26th July 


30th It only remains for roe to state that I have laid before the 
cnrmnal court oh the documents which bear upon the case against the 
prisoners and that the evidence of the most material witnesses has 
been recorded the proceedings are now so far complete as to warrant 
the commitment of the five* pnsoners who 
were first charged the evidence which has 
been taken however places the conduct of 
the Treasury Podars m such a light as to 
induce the Magistrate to call on them for 
some explanation of it and therefore he is desirous of keeping the 
proceedings open till he has examined them and also some witnesses 
who have not yet attend 

3 1 St No further accounts or evidence however are likely to be 
required for the CoIlcctorB office and therefore my attendance till 
the co mm itment is made not appearing necessary I propose to leave 
such mstructions m regard to it as may appear necessary with the 
Government Pleader and to return to the Presidency on the 12th 


Radapcrahaod Roy 
Sheetmaiain Roy 
Raxodhun Chatteriea 
Ramchimder Gugooley 
F&tnmb«r Cliattctrjea 


Instant 

32 I cannot close this address without ofienng for the consdera 
tion of His Lordship m Council as few remarks regarding the office 
of Treasurer to a Collectorsiup 

33 From the mode m which all Treasury accounts ought to be 
kept, and with ordinary attention on the part of a Collector it is 
quite impossible that a Treasurer should be able to make use of the 
public money so as to denve any great profit one of the ordmary 
sources of emoiument appears to have been by the system of trans- 
ferring sums from the paper to the cash balance so as to gam the 
batta by exchangmg notes for cash but thm practice is easily checked 
if a Collector will only take the trouble to make all the persons 
paying money into the Treasury give chelans m duplicate so that 
he can take the originals himself and keep them under lock and key 
and let the dupbcates go to the Treasury to have the money paid m 
and entered m the seah by them at the end of the month the CoUec 
tor could m the space of an hour compare the chalans he had re 
tamed with the entries in the seah and see that no tncka had been 
played 

A Treasury too might be so arranged as not to make it 
necessary to expose the whole of the Treasure every day excepting 
on the occasion of any large renuttance to the General Treasury or 
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lo ihnt of niiolhcr dislricl or having lo dischaige heavy commercial 
assignments the clcmancls of each day might be satisfied from a few 
thousand rupees taken out for the purpose without disturbing the 
bulk of the Treasure, which might remain in given sums in chests 
With patent locks, the keys of which, I should were I Collector, keep 
myself 

35. W^cre precautions of this sort arc taken I am satisfied that 
few respectable natives will be found to take the office of Treasurer 
for 50 Rupees per month, one highly respectable man came here and 
offered himself, and being in every point of view unexceptionable, 
his services were gladly accepted and he was told to send for the 
persons who were lo execute his security bonds He no sooner 
however sa^v the mode in %vhich Mr Armstrong kept the Treasury 
than he left the station, giving (I am told) as a reason for not accept- 
ing the situation, that the emolument would not do more than enable 
him lo keep a set of palankeen bearers, and appear well address 
at the office, and altho’ Mr Armstrong has succeeded m getting a 
man who gives good security to hold the situation I should have 
some doubt as to his being willing to continue long in it 

36 Unless there be some special reason connected with the 
interests of the Bank of Bengal or the Department of account (which 
I am not aware of) I think it would be an expedient measure to allow 
under certain reslnctions as to the amount, the Collectors to cash 
notes of the Bank of Bengal, or to give notes for cash as might be 
required by individuals charging of course the ordinary rate of Batta, 
and if Government deem it unadvisable to encrease the salaries of 
the Treasurers, they might be allowed half the amount of the batta 
so accruing the other half being earned to the credit of Government 
37 In conclusion I beg to suggest that a register of the numbers 
and value of all notes paid into, or disbursed from the Treasuries of 
Collectorships where such notes are usually taken shall be regularly 
kept according to the form x annexed, or such other 
X Mark form as may be deemed more convenient * 

194. Governor General’s letter to the Board forwarding Mr Molony’s 
above report with directions and calling for their sentiments on it. 
(17 September, 1824) 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Governor General in Council to 
transmit to you, in original, the accompanying letter from the Superin- 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 21 Sept , 1824, No 61 
51 
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tendcnt and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs dated the 10th Instant 
with its Enclosures and to request that Mr Digby may as soon as 
possible be called upon to submit such explanabon ns he may desire 
to offer on the several pomts touching his conduct — ^You will of course 
return the above papers with your Report regarding Mr Digl^ keep- 
ing copies for your own Records and Government will exi>ect to 
receive at your convemencc a comnumicabon of your sentiments on 
the pomts of a general nature discussed by Mr Molony in the 33d 
and foUowmg Paragraphs * 

a 

196 Lsttsr to ths Board of Ravsrms from its Aoeountsnt forwarding ssrlas of 
coffetpondenoe rsi tba rsmittsnoe of t«ro lacs of rtgiesa from Uia Burdwan 
Tresiury (ig Saptember, 1814) 

Ordered that the following letter from the Accountant to the 
Revenue Department he here recorded 

Accountant Revenue Department 
Gentlemen 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary s 
letter of the lOth instant and m conformity vnth the Orders therein 
conveyed to annex a senes of correspondence held with the Collector 
of Burdwan relative to the remittance of two lacks of Rupees directed 
from this Office on the 9th of June last under instrucbonB from the 
Accountant General in consequence of the following Cash Balance 
having been brought forward in the Collectors Elsbraate for June 

Vu 

In Cash 3,12 787 8 9 2 

Bank Notes 4544 

Rupees of Sorts &37 or 809 6 10 


Total m hand on 3 16,140 14 19 2 

lit of June 1824 

2d It It to be nobced to your Board that m the same Elsbmate 
the Collector exhibited a probable deficit of Rupees 139 221 0 16 2 
after providing for expected demands on account of the Investment 
aroounhng to Rupees 481 131 1 1 6 but the above arrangement of the 


Board of Revonae Procgi 21 Sept IK4 No 59 
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Accountant General was founded on the presumption that the Esti- 
mate for Commercial Investment was excessive, the Demands on that 
account not being then urgent 

3 The Collector of Moorshcdabad having in a letter dated 23d of 
June, represented the want of assets to answer the demands upon 
his Treasury for the Nizamut Stipends and the Investment, the Collec- 
tor of Burdwan was again directed (on the 25th of that month) to 
carry the aforementioned instructions into effect. 

4 On the 28th the Collector of Burdwan applied for an Escort to 
convey the sum of One Lack and fifty thousand Rupees, and ^ated 
that he had made a reservation of one Lack on account of the assign- 
ment held by the Commercial Resident of Radanagore. 

5 The assignment alluded to in the preceding Paragraph having 
been cancelled the Collector was again directed on the 30th to comply 
with the Original requisition 

6 On the 7th of July a further reference was made owing to the 
Remittance in question not having been noticed in the Estimate of 
that Month, and it was then remarked that the Collector had evinced 
culpable inattention to instructions from this office and it was not 
until the 9th of the same Month that the Dispatch of the Treasure, 
ordered on the 9th of the preceding Month was effected 

7 The next circumstance was a letter to the Collector of Bur- 

dwan dated 6th of August requiring him to explain the cause of delay 
in the non-transmission of the Cash Balance Report and Estimate 
for that Month , which circumstance it was also noticed, was pro- 
ductive of great inconvenience to the public service the Report was 
received on the 10th of August exhibiting a deficiency of Rupees 
136771 10 8 3. as arising from embezzlements made by the former 

and present Treasurers. The Report for June was received on the 
12th of August but without any signature to the Certificate of the 
examination of Treasure which omission the Collector had been 
required to supply when it was stated by that Officer, to have been 
unavoidably occasioned by extreme sickness * 


Fort William. (Signed) W H Oakes 

Accountt Genls Office A R D 

the i8th September 

1824. 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 19 Oct , 1824, No 12 E 
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To 

Collector of 
Burdwan 

Sir 

I beg leave to request that you will immediately remit two Lacks of 
Rupees of the Cash in your Treasury to the Collector of Moorsheda 
bad giving him nobce without delay when it will be dispatched * 

Fort William (Signed) W H Oakes 

/^countt Genl s Office A R D 

the 9th June 1824 

(A true Copy) 

(Signed) W H Oakes 
A R D 


To 

Collector of 
Burdwan 
Sir 

You will perceive from the accompanying letter that your disregard 
to my Instmcbons of the 9th June last» will probably be attended 
With senous inconvenience to the public service A repetibon of 
such neglect will compel mC) however reluctantly to the painful task 
of reportmg your conduct to the Board 

Fort William (Signed) W H Oak s 

Accountt Genis Office A R D 

the 25th June 1824 

(A true Copy) 

(Signed) W H Oakes 
A R D 


To 

W H Oakes Esqr 

Accoimtant to the Revenue Department 
Sir 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
25th Instant accompanied with the Copy of a letter from the Collec- 


Boaxd of Rorenoe Proqji 19 Oct 1824 No 12 F 
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St ft. I fjsr I llir f.utn t''f Siccn l^uprcs Onr l^cl: Fifty thounniul 

fo 1'- Trt'istJf^l to ihr CVlFf tor of Moorjlirtlnlinrl. 

J'l I hr iMlancr of C'n-h in niv f rrnnuiv up to thin clny in Siccn 
Kuj r^- 5 n'' InU tuitlrr nn humctliiitr drmniul of Mr. Wnltn 

pit! of \.hHh ''.rcn iMijirr- onr Loch hnn Ij^rn offered hy me to rlin 
th'^,'r the Ji'^'ummrnt tltWA In \o!t in hm fnvor tlnlrd !2lh limt.mt 
1 1 1 1 ftilhl tlir in’^lnicltonn pitied l>v N on on the 0th Inntnnt I 

‘.vmtnn* to trfjur'^t \<rui f<ir n Orlnchnient until 1 nhnll Imvc the 
»rftnt, me ’■um m mv 1 ic.nnuty frotn the rxpt rlcd Collcctionn I he 
dfl-t;. nhsch hn-5 < -tn-equentlv occuirrd on thin occnnion I trust you 
ill r3.css'r 

Ihttdw.nn 

I sd!F'>(Vnce {Sienefl) J Diyby 

fl’r- jtme Collr 

(A true Cop> ^ 

{‘^iynrd)\V 11 Oal.en 
A R D. 

(o 

Collrctor of nuKlunn 

•‘'u. 

Upon rxnmininK your Fslunnlc for July, ( perceive thnl you hnvc 
not noticed therein nn> Remittance to iMoorshcdnbnd, I should con- 
cludr, therefore that the Remittance directed to be made to the 
Collector of that station in my letter of 30th Ultimo, had been com- 
plied \sith, if the remittance has been made, it was your duty to have 
communicated the same to me, at the time of Despatch which 
notice you hnvc ncRleclcd to furnish if it has not been made, as 
directed, you sliould not have omitted to mention it in your Cstimatc, 
which in this ease does not afford a true statement of your Treasury 
In either case, your conduct evinces a culpable inattention to 
business 

(Signed) W. H. Oakes 
ARD 


Fort William 
Accountt Genl’s Offnee 
the 7th July 1824 


(True Copy) 
(Signed) W H Oakes 
ARD 
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To 

W H Oake> Esqr 
Accountant to the 
Revenue Department 


Sir 

I have the honor to inform you of roy having thia day remitted 
to the Moorshedabad Collector's Treasury the sum of Sicca Rupees 
Two Lacks (Sicca Rupees 2 00 000) under Charge of Shaik Gheesah 
Subadar of the Burdwan Provmcial Battahon Copy of the Invoice is 
herewith transmitted 
Btrdwan 

Collr B Office (Signed) J Digby 

the 9th July Colh 

1824 


(A true Copy) 
(Signed) W H Oakes 
ARD 


lie ong Oollsotor of aurdwsn 8 Isttsr to the Board of Revenue transmit 
ting names of omoers nominated by him <10 Septtraber I8t4) 

Sir 

I have the honor to forward herewith for the information and 
Orders of the Board the names of the undermenboned Officers who 
have been nominated to eituabone in this Office smee the penod of 
ray taking charge 

2d Gocul Chund Banoorjea as Record Keeper vacated by Ram 
Chund Gangooly having been dismissed and made over to the 
Magistrate on the I2th ultimo had he not been deeply imphcated 
m the late fraudulent transacboos his dismissal would have alone been 
authorized by the mutilated and confused state of the records the 
above named successor was Ishan nevies m the registers court at 
Hooghly a situabon which he held for many years and resigned it 
on meeting with his present advancement — he is an industrious 
steady man and has given secunty 

3d Meer Ally in succession to Jugmohun Sircar a mohonr who 
was removed by me havmg only been promoted to the situabon 
on the 26th of July last m opposibon to the just claims of the men now 
holding the situabon Meer Ally is brother to the deceased prede- 
cessor of Jugmohun Sircar and had been m the habit of assiabng 
him and qualifying himself for the performance of the duhes of 
mohiOTT and on representmg his claims together with the expence 
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he incurred in supporting the family of his deceased relation I at 
once appointed him 

P. 4th. Hurmohun Bose appointed to the situation of Treasury 
mohurir in room of Ramdhun Chatterjea the late Naib Khazanchee 
as he was termed, and now on his trial before the Magistrate his 
successor was formerly a Tuhseeldar under this Collectorship and 
bears a good character together with being fully qualified for the 
situation. 

5th Birjmohun Roy nominated to the vacant place of abkarre 
Tuhseeldar recommended to me by Mr. Molony as formerly m the 
Employment of Government at this station his predecessor’s corrup- 
tion IS too well known to need any comment independent of being 
a defaulter. 

P 6. Naram Sircar was selected from among a number of appli- 
cants to fill the Situation of stamp Darogah in room of Ramhurree 
Milter who on refusing to make good the deficiency apparent in his 
accounts was sent to the Dewannee Jail as a defaulter his successor 
bears a good character and has given most satisfactory security. 

P 7th Mohaburrut Bukhshe was appointed as vendor of stamps 
in the Zillah Court the regularity with which he kept his accounts 
during the period he was a mofussal Vender of stamps was such 
as to call forth approbation I therefore promoted him on the dis- 
missal of Beeressur Mitter who had left his situation and was absent 
without leave at the time I took charge. 

P 8th. Ramkunt Roy obtained Quinquinnial Mohurrership having 
been long an omedwar in the Collectors Office and occasionally 
temporarily employed — his predecessor was dismissed on account of 
being ‘frequently absent from the Office and a partizan of Radaper- 
shaud Roy 

P 9th Shaik Muzhur Ahmud having formerly been in the service 
of Government possessing certificates of good conduct was nomi- 
nated to the Persian sood mohurership — is successor to Lala Shibram 
Sing who resigned his situation in preference to giving security when 
required 

P 10th Tarny Churn Mullick an inhabitant of Hooghly and of 
a respectable fEtmily being the first amongst the applicants who tend- 
ered good secunty was selected by me to fill the situation of 
Treasurer he is not less than (?) years of age and well versed in the 
nature of accounts his secunty bond was signed by Brijonath Baboo’s 
Mukhtor but for my own satisfaction I have sent it to the Judge of 
Hooghly that the surety may testify the same in his presence and 
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when returned it ehnil bo forwarded to the Board for their approval 
together with those of other native Officers holding high and respon 
sible mtuabons 

P 1 Ith The Naxir has had my Orders to enquire if the surebes 
really possess the property pledged m the schedule of the Bond on 
the completion of these enqumea I shall report the result for the mfor 
mation of the Board * 

1B7 Board t Isttir to Mr DIgby forwarding Mr Holony s tupplementary 
report on the Burdwsn embozzleniint sITsIr and asking for neosttary explanation 
(21 VJeptemher, 1814) 

Ordered that an Elrtract from Mr Molony a report to Govemraent 
which accompanied the foregomg Letter be transmitted with the 
following letter to Mr J Digby 

To Mr J Digby 
(No 3466) 

Sir 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to transrrut to you the 
annexed Extract from a further Report dated 10th September 1624 to 
Government by the Supermlendenl and Remembrancer of Legal 
Affairs connected with the enquiry which he has was deputed to 
conduct at Burdwan together with a copy of the papers alluded to m 
the Extract and to request that you will submit to the Board with as 
little delay as you can such explanation as you may wish to offer on 
the several points by Mr Molony touching your official conduct t 

IBS. Mr Dlgbyi lstt«r to ths Board tubmJttUig expisnsUm on tsvsnu points 
tn Mr Molony s first report on tits Burdwan embezzlsmtnt affair (22 
Septefflbsr 1824) 

Sit 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Slst ultimo and proceed with all the dispatch that the state of my health 
Will permit to afford such explanations regarding the affans of my 
CoUectOTship as jt is m my power to give while situated at a distance 
from ray Books and Records 

2nd I shall first notice the general charge which Mr Molony hut 
brought against me of great disorder and confusion in my office— such 
a general charge may at any tune very easily be brought against 

Board of Rer»«nie Proco 29 Od 1824 No 20 
t Board of Renrenw Proc«», 21 Sept 1824 No 62 
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any one, and is always the most difficult to meet A letter lately re- 
ceived from Burdwan, from one of the writers, who was employed 
m that Colleclorship, slates that Mr Molony and Mi Armstrong, im- 
mediately after taking charge, carried off from the English office, a 
mass of Books, Papers and Correspondence, uncounted and unexamm- 
cd, making, to use the words of the Writer “prodigious havoc” m the 
office, and that a number of the Native Officers employed by me and 
m3f predecessor, the Honble Mr Elliot, well acquainted with the 
business of their office, have been suddenly removed, and others have 
been all at once employed m their stead, by Mr Molony anj Mr 
Armstrong these new Native officers being most of them mimical to 
the former ones, it is very probable, that such an entire revolution 
might occasion some disorder and confusion in the office Besides, 
being for some weeks previous to my leave of absence, m a very 
debilitated state, I was unable to move from my room, and obliged 
occasionally to send foi some Books and Papers to my own house, 
and for the sake of further reference, they were not always immediate 
ly replaced If there was some slight disordei, it may have arisen 
from this circumstance, my strength not permitting me to attend the 
Cutchery, so that after struggling some weeks m the hope of surmount- 
ing the indisposition I was at last obliged m the month of July to 
apply to Government for leave of absence 

3rd Adverting to the matters under discussion in the order pointed 
out by the Board m your 3rd paragraph, I shall attend first to the sub- 
ject of the petition of the fictitious Shanuk Loll Tewary, presented to 
the Board in May or June last year, alleging that there was a very 
great defalcation in my Treasury, an embezzlement of stamp Paper, 
and abuses m other Departments 

4th With regard to these charges, which were made by that anony- 
mous writer, I beg leave in the first place to remind the Board, that 
on the receipt of it’s letter of the 3rd of June 1823, I immediately 
proceeded to the Treasury, and examined in person the whole of the 
Treasure under my charge, and from comparmg it with the balance 
shewn by the Cash Book, I found that no defalcation whatever existed 
as had been alleged Thus the principal charge of the man calling 
himself Shanuk Loll Tewarry was completely disproved, and I reported 
the same without delay to the Board in my letter of the 7th of June 
1823, which was accompanied by a detailed statement of the exact 
amount in the Treasury I again addressed the Board on the 1 3th of June 
in continuation of the above letter stating that on the day subsequent to 
that on which I had counted the Cash in the Treasury, I commenced 
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counting al] the rtampt Papers m which business I was occupied for 
many hours during three successive days when I found their amount 
and vahie to correspond with the stamp Account brought up to the 
9th of that Month and I lost no time in transmittmg a statement of 
the same to the Board 

5th ^^th regard to the remark contained m your letter that if at 
that time I had prosecuted the enqmiy mto the matter with energy and 
effect it might have been the means of preventing the present 
embezzlement^ I beg leave to observe with due deference that as I 
then Onstitutcd an immediate investigation by which it was proved 
that no defalcation at all existed I am unable to perceive how the late 
defiaency can be attributed to any proceedings with respect to my 
treasury at that time 

6th After these two pnnapal charges of the anonymous vmter 
were completely disproved I still further pursued my mvesbgabon by 
taking the deposibons of the Abkars ficca and consultmg my records 
by which the abuses he alleged to exist m thp other departments 
were also disproved equally to my satisfaction I thereupon prepared 
a draft of a letter to the Board commumcatmg the result and only 
delayed it s transmission tiH the tranalatiOD of various deposibona and 
documents which were to accompany it should be completed But 
other urgent buamess intervening particularly the proceedings in 
Debnarayan s case and the Correspondence with the Magistrate of 
the Distnct the translation of these papers was interrupted and bemg 
laid aside for a it was I regret to say afterwards forgotten 

so that the letter I had prci>ared for the Board was omitted to be 
sent, and on my attention being now again directed to the subject, 
I found this letter m my desk, a copy of which 1 herewith transmit 
the depositions and other documents to which I referred must be 
still among the papers in the Collectors office at Burdwan Tins 
omission not bemg supphed subsequently was owing to a mulbphca 
bon of buamess which prevented my attenbon from recurring to the 
subject of their translabon especially as it was not again noheed by 
the Board 

7th Towards the end of May froiq the weak state of my body I 
became unable to visit the Treasury and undergo the fabgue of 
counbng the Treasure as I used fornieily to do but hopmg soon to 
be restored to health I forbore for a while sohcibng the Government 
for leave of absence It is most probable that the Treasurer taking 
advantage of my continued mdisposibon may have commenced hia 
malversabons sometime before I rejjorted the same to the Board but 
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the dcficjcncy could not have existed for any length of time 
During my illness the Treasurer and his deput}', supposing that there 
was no chance of my recovery, no doubt formed the plan of plunder- 
ing the Treasury, in the hope, that in the event of my removal by 
death or for change of air, they might succeed in making Radha- 
persaud Roy responsible for the deficiency, by falsely representing him 
as the person who had really the custody of the Treasure, and thereby 
make their own escape. 

8th At the lime of receiving orders to remit two lacs of rupees to 
Moorshedabad, I was labouring under severe bodily suffering, so as 
to be almost unable to attend to any business even although brought 
to my notice by my Amlah But in so far as I have at present the 
n cans of refreshing my memory, the circumstances were as follows 
— About the same time, there was an order given for the remittance 
of one lac of rupees to Mr Walts, Commercial Resident at Rada- 
nugur also of Sa Rs 50,000 to the Commercial Resident at 
Hurripaul, and understanding that there was not in the Treasury, a 
sum sufficient to meet all these demands, I thought it advisable to 
wait for an additional collection adequate at least to discharge two 
of these assignments (Moorshedabad and Radhanugur) or to make a 
reference to the Accountant suggesting the expediency of permitting 
me to send a lack and a half to Moorshedabad, and one lack to 
Radhanugur, as I had promised on receiving the order, to send the 
Resident there this sum on the arrival of his Poddar to convey it But 
the Revenue Accountant having then sent particular instructions, that 
the whole sum ordered should be remitted to Moorshedabad two 
lacks were then sent there accordingly, and the transmission of the 
one lack to Radhanugur was for a time postponed 

9th TTie story which the Treasurer has told in order to excuse 
hunself form responsibility for the embezzlement of the Treasure, 
under his charge, is merely a tissue of gross and palpable falsehoods 
With regard to the manner of his appointment, his father Rajeeb- 
lochun Roy in whom, having long known him, I had reposed confi- 
dence, earnestly solicited this situation for his son, representing him 
as perfectly quahfied and offering to pledge his whole Estates for his 
son’s fidelity in the discharge of his duties But although long impor- 
tuned on the subject I dyi not consent till I had satisfied myself as to 
Sheebneurayan’s being qualified for the office, and a trial of him for 
four months induced me to report him fit for the situation in my state- 
ment of the 26th of December 1822 as follows — 

10th “This man is not a Creditor or related to any Creditor of 
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mine He la recommended to me by hia father whom I have knowi 
for many yeara He posaesaea an mbmate knowledge both of 
Bcngally and Peraian and knowa a little of Enghah during the four 
months ho haa been employed under me 1 have found him fully 
qitnlihed for the aituabon 

llth He continued to hold the Office of Treasurer from thia 
bme forward and if it had been true oa he now pretends that he 
held it with reluctance it la highly improbable that after an 
expenence of sixteen montha he could have wished to be 
confined and to receive the Sunund to the aituabon This however 
was the case as la evident from the records of the office the Board 
not having saneboned this appomtment bll he had officiated for six 
teen months as Acting Treasurer While thus offiaabng he made every 
effort through the mterccssiona of his fnends and by assiduous atten 
bon to his dubes to get confirmed as Treasurer During that penod 
of probahon as well as afterwards he uniformly exhibited to me the 
Treasury Books personally received instrucbons and reported to me 
regarding the Treasure and wh3e I was absent on the Grciut sent me 
daily reports and accounts in his own wntmg of the balance in his 
hands he in short performing in person all the diOies attached to 
his office and latterly m conjunebon with an old confidenbal servant 
and Cash Keeper of his father called Ramdhun whom at then 
request I got appointed as head Mohurer under the Khazanchee 
Therefore Seebnarayan s asserbon that he has not been aBowed to 
discharge the dubes of Treasurer is entirely without foundabon 

12th The grounds on which I stated the age of Seebnarayan 
to be 25 years were first from his own declarabon that this was his 
ago secondly from the circumstance of his being the eldest son of 
his father who is upwards of fifty years of age and as it is the uniform 
pracbee of the Hindoos of Bengal cspeciaDy the wealthy to marry 
very young I saw no reason for doubtmg that the eldest son of a man 
of fifty should have attained his twenty fifth year although now taking 
advantage of hia somewhat youthful appearance, ansing from his spare 
form of body he may pretpnd to be several years younger That he 
looks younger than hp really is would seem from the cmnimstance of 
Mr Molony supposing from his appearance his age to be two years 
less than Seebnarayan himself even now confesses it to be On this 
point I trust It xs not necessary for me to say more as the quesbon 
with regard to Seebnarayan respects his mtegnty rather than his age 
or experience 

13 I fully admit that he was nppomled Treasurer on my strong 
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recommendahon, I represented to the Board, as before stated, the 
qualifications he possessed viz a thorough acquaintance with both the 
Bengally and Persian languages, besides some knowledge of English, 
and that during the time he had been acting as Treasurer he had 
discharged his duty satisfactorily At the same time I freely acknow- 
ledged in my letter to the Board of the 26th of December 1823 that 
‘there were many natives to be' found of greater age and experience” 
to fill the situation And I stated that the main grounds on which 
I rested my opinion of his fitness for the office, were the “unexcep- 
tionable character’ ’ which he at that time bore and j the 
respectability of his security, Rajeeb lochun Roy, and that 
this ground has not proved fallacious appeeirs from the fact of 
the money embezzled being replaced by the surety, when the defaJ- 
cation was made known to him I may have been mistaken in my 
opinion as to Seebnarayan’s integrity, notwithstanding the care I 
took in forming it, but the Board is well aware that persons of greater 
abilities and longer expenence in the service than myself are liable 
to similar mistakes 

1 4th The Board has remarked on the contradiction between the 
descnption given of Seebnarayan by me formerly and that given of 
him now by Mr Molony My opinion was formed, as I have stated, 
from considerable personal knowledge of him, while Acting as 
Treasurer under me, and from the important circumstance of his 
father, who must have known himi better than any one else, placing 
such confidence m him as to be willing to become responsible for him 
to any amount Moreover, formerly Seebnarayan was desirous of se- 
curing to himself his situation of Khazanchee by ably and diligently 
discharging his duty, but when Mr Molony had lately an opportunity 
of observing him, Seebnarayan with a view to escape from the con- 
sequences of the embezzlement in which he had been detected, 
besides exaggerating his youth in order to excite compassion, appears 
to have had a wish to counterfeit such extreme simplicity and ignorance 
as might exempt him from all moral responsibility It is therefore 
not surprising, if while thus shnnking under dread of punishment, and 
attempting to throw his own responsibility upon another, he appear- 
ed to Mr Molony to be a very different man from what he was des- 
cribed by me in the character I gave of him to the Board 

15 In reference to Mr Mblony’s remark that the draft of a 
certain letter I addressed to the Board on the subject of Seebnarayan, 
dated the 3d September, 1822, was not found among the papers in 
my office, I beg leave to state that as copies of all official communi- 
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cationj are regularly entered mto the Book kept for that purpose 
rough drafts may either be preserved or not at tho option of the 
writers m the office and when very indistinctly -vmtten or much inter 
lined they are only fit to be destroyed ns soon as a fair copy has been 
made from the onginal Wth regard to the second letter on the 
subject which Mr Molony says is wnlten m a strange hand 1 am 
at a loss to conceive how Mr Molony could take upon him to assert 
that the piaper to which he alludes was the draft when 
It might naturally have occurred to him that it might only 
be j a copy from the draft or probably from the onginal It 
would appear however from Mr Molony s statement that tho draft 
of the third letter regardmg Seebnarayan has been acadenloUy 
preserved otherwise he would have noticed the circumstance and 
as It had an immediate reference to the former two it must be 
evident that the recommendation of Seebnaraytm proceeded from 
myself and I have already fully stated the grounds on which it was 
made one mducement bemg that he offered a highly respectable 
secunty as it has been proved to be by the prompt paympnt of the 
defiaency 

16 In reply to the charges m the 13th paragraph of your letter 
inferred from the 1 Ith paragraph of Mr E Molony s report that all 
the pnnapal situations m my CoUectorship were held hy relations or 
dependants of Radhnprusaud son of Rammohun Roy I can positive- 
ly and with the most perfect secunty contradict the assertion And 
I cannot but express my regret that Mr Molony shotdd have thought 
proper to give such a strong colouring to his Report as to leave the 
Board unable to form almost any idea of the rerJ facts In order 
to shew the true state of the case I shall here subjoin an account of 
the native officers employed under me remarking as I proceed on 
the report concerning them made by Mr Molony 

1 7th Tlie only relation of Radhaprusad to whom the above 
assertion can justly apply is Govmdprusad Roy his cousin who 
having rumed himself by an unsuccessful law suit in the Supreme 
Court which he had earned on dunng my absence in Europe against 
his uncle R amm ohim Roy the latter after ray return from compewnon 
for his nephews distress was induced to request me to give bun a 
situation to keep him from starving smee he could safely testify to 
his q ualifica tion As ho had not been previously m any pubbe 
employ I appointed him to act upon his probahon as Darognh of 
the Abkarry this situation having become vacant by the resignation 
of the former Darogah and from this office I understand Govmdprusad 
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has been removed by Mr Armstrong and put upon his trial before 
the Magistrate on an accusation of bribery and embezzlement 

18th Ramchund Gongoly whom Mr Molony represents to be 
a near relation of Radhaprusad Roy” and “a boy apparently 
eighteen or nineteen years of age” is I understand merely connected 
with Radhaprusad from the circumstance of Ramchund’s sister being 
married to a cousin of the former This circuitous connection by 
marriage which Mr Molony has traced cannot be considered as at all 
a near relationship”' and this young man is besides not only much older 
than represented but possessed of very superior qualifications ^ He 
was accordingly recommended to me when the office of second Record 
Keeper became vacant from the extreme sickness of Uttack Beharry 
which terminated in his death Ramchund also, I am told has been 
removed from his situation by Mr Armstrong on account of his 
intimacy with Radhaprusad, and a suspicion of being thus concerned 
in the embezzlement alleged against him Mr Molony remarks very 
pointedly, on any appearance of Juvenility m a native officer calling 
a young man considerably upwards of twenty years, merely or “a boy” 
as if the human species in this country did not attain maturity till a 
much later period of life than in Europe, or it were contraiy to the rules 
of the service to employ persons of the age, I am fully aware of the 
propriety of having native officers who have reached the years of dis- 
cretion and the public Records will show that I formerly reported to the 
Board on the subject of a lad of 13 or 14 years a nephew of Deb- 
narayan Bose who through his influence with the Honoble Mr Elliot 
had him appointed nominally as Mohurer, but he really acted as 
Tuhseeldar of the Nuddea Kharjee Muhals, and considering him too 
young and inexperienced for so responsible an office, 1 suggested to 
the Board the propriety of their sanctioning my removal of him, with 
which however the Board did not comply as appears by their letter to 
me dated January 1823 

19th Seebnarayan the Khanzanchee of whom I have already 
given a detailed account is I understand only distantly connected with 
Radhaprusad by marnage, and was nominated by me as Treasurer for 
the reasons before mentioned, on the situation becoming vacant by 
the former Treasurer being dismissed by the Board in reference to a 
deciee passed against him by the Provincial Qjurt of Appeal of 
Calcutta This situation as before explained was given by me not on 
account of any relationship between him and Radhaprusad Roy, far 
less on account of his being dependent m any manner on Radhaprusads 
family. 
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20 Ramhuny Mitter the stamp Darogah under me was appointed 
on the situation becoming vacant by the dismissal of the former 
Darogah for being convicted of embezzling stampt Paper Ramhurry 
had served as Moohurcr imder two former Collectors of Burdwan Mr 
Lawrence Mercer and hia successor Mr Wilham Augustus Broc4^e and 
afterwards as Aumeen under the Honoble Charles Andrew Bruce 
some tune Conurussioner of Coatch Behar subsequently Judge of 
Hoogjy I consequently considered him m every way deserving of 
the situabon from his long ezpenence m the pubhc service I am aware 
that^^OT sometime previous to receiving this last appointment he acted 
as a Mookhtarkar at Burdwan and 1 am informed he managed some 
buamesa for Rammohun Roy as well as others but it was not certainly 
this latter orcumstance which induced me to appoint him to the situa 
bon any more than it could have appeared to me to disqualify him 
for fiUmg it and I would have appointed him whether this had been 
the case or not from the conaiderabon of the rlwirmt to eligibility before 
menboned This roan also I am told has been dismissed by Mr 
Armstrong and is on trial for a charge of embezzlement. 

2 1 St With respect to Koonjbeharry Roy the Head Senshtadar 
of my office (who although of a smular name is so fax from bemg 
related to Radhaprusad Roy the second Senshtadar that they are of 
different castes) Mr Molony represents him (Koonjbeharry) as an 
old dependant of Rammohun Roy I wish to know by whom that 
gentleman has been so grossly misinfonned The fact is as I have 
ascertained that Koonjbeharry was never Rammohun Roy a depen 
dant for the space of a single hour He held very respectable situa 
bons under Mr Miller for the space of fourteen years m different 
parts of the country while that Gentleman filled successively the 
offices of Register Collector and lastly of Judge of FurrucLabad and 
also under Mr Charles Elhot and Mr J Donnithorne and I myself 
knew him personally when Register at Ramghur imder Mr Miller 
Koonjbeharry at that bme filling the situabon of senshtedar Mr 
MiDer entertamed a high opuuon of his mtegnty and thought him weD 
qu a l i fied a fact which 1 mentioned in my letter to the Board recom 
mending his being appomted as senshtedar under roe at Burdwan 
From my personal acquaintance with him for about two years and 
the certificates of character given him by several respectable Gentle 
men of the Gvil Service I fotroed my optmon as to his honesty and 
qualificabons and should I have been mistaken m my opmion ns 
implied by Mr Molony at least I cannot be accused of having formed 
that opuuon on light grounds He Notwithstanding, has been removed 
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I understand by Mr Molony and Mr Armstrong on the ground of 
total disqualification, and superseded by Debnarayan Bose formerly 
dismissed by the Board from the same situation on my two reports 
regarding him in June 1823 

22nd Ramdhun Chatoorjea Head Mohurer m the Treasury De- 
partment IS Mr Molony observes “an old servant and dependant” of 
Rajceblochun Roy, the Treasurer’s father At the repeated request 
of Scebnaraj'an the Treasurer and his father as he (Ramdhun) appear- 
ed shrewd and well versed in business, I recommended the Board to 
appoint him to that situation when it became vacant by the long^on- 
attcndancc of Unoop Sircar acting Mohurer. 

23rd Lulla Mudden Gopal was nominated by me as the Head 
Moonshee of the Roobbundee Department, on account of the long 
absence of the person who was formerly acting m that capacity He 
was first brought to my notice by the Head writer of my office, as a 
person of distinguished abilities, and much commended by the vanous 
gentlemen under whom he had served, according to certificates of 
chai actor given him by them He is a native of Upper Provinces, and 
was totally unknown, as I understand, to Radhaprusad Roy or any of 
his family until his arrival at Burdwan He has however been re- 
moved, I understand, on the ground of intimacy with Radhaprusad, 
from the situation of second serishtedar to which I had nominated him 
on the resignation of the latter, and is superseded by the moonshee 
of Mr Armstrong 

24 From the foregoing statement the Board will on strict enquiry, 
perceive what situations under me, were held by the persons nearly 
or remotely connected with Radhaprusad Roy In order to give the 
Board a complete view of the case, I now proceed to notice also 
those native Officers, employed under me, who are not enumerated 
by Mr Molony, from which the Board will be able to judge how far, 

I can be justly represented as conferring all the principal offices on a 
single family 

25 Pettembe;r Chattoorjea, the Head Wnter, was appointed to 
that situation by the Honoble Mr Elliot my predecessor he bore a 
very good character for honesty, and intelligence, and was well recom- 
mended by many gentlemen high in the service This native officer 
has also I am told been dismissed by Messrs Molony and Armstrong, 
on the plea that he was intimate with Radhaprusad Roy, and may have 
been concerned m the embezzlement 

26 Moonshee Kubool Ullee, a respectable native, is at the Head 
of the Depcirtment of Sursuree suits, a situation of great responsibihty 
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conferred on fiim, by my predeccasor which he conbnued to hold under 
me and I am happy to add that he discharged its dubes to m> 
sa tufa chon 

27 Gunganarayan Head Moonahee of my office was appointed 
to that aituabon by ray predecessor and continued in it under me 
2fith The two Record Keepers were appointed by my prede 
ceaaora one of whom was conbnued in the situabon until he fell aick 
and died and the other tbll conUnues m hu aituabon 

29 Ketabooddeen was appointed Nazir by one of my prede 
ceasita and conbnued under me 

30th In like manner the Dawk Moonahee and the Tuhseeldar 
of Yumah Mehal as well as a great number of infenor officers are 
with a few excepboru all conbnued in their respecUve situabona as 
all the othera whom I found employed by nv predecesaon would have 
been unless death or their own misconduct had caused theu removal 
(t may here be remarked that the removals dunng all the bme 1 have 
been Collector at Burdwan hear no proporbon to the number of 
charges made m a few days by Mesara Armabong and Molony 
And aa the latter m his report remarks on the circumstance of some 
relabona although only distantly connected holding stnaboru under 
the same Collector aa objecbonable I could wuh that gentleman to 
ascertain the number of ntuabons held by the relabves of Debnarayan 
Bose who IS now restored to the situabon of Head Senahledar from 
which he was formerly removed and to state also how many more of 
thu man s near relabons and conneebona have been nommated to 
pubhc offices smee the arrival of Messrs Molony and Armstrong at 
Burdwan and also to form an eabmatp of the extent of Debnarayan a 
fonner controul over the Treasury stamp paper and Opium Depart 
ments through hu very inbmate fnend Dabeeprusad the former Trca 
surer and hu brother Suroop Deputy Treasurer and hu brother m law 
Juggutbulhib stamp Darogah with their conneebons m other offices 

3i Mr Molony has so worded the 27 paragraph of hu Report 
as to convej^ to the Board the informabon that m mnking an enquiry 
mto the embezzlement m which the Treasurer alleged Radhaprusad 
Roy to be concerned I directed or saneboned Radhaprusad. s taking 
examinabons (whilst I lay on bed in a state of exhnuabon and 
debility) Thu representabon of Mr Molony u I am sorry to be under 
the necessity of saying altogether incorrect Radhaprusad Roy so far 
from conducting not being ever present at the exammahons Being 
myself afflicted with severe bodily sufferings as Mr Molony nobces 
1 was quite unable to leave my room however I thought it proper to 
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institute every practicable enquiry into the circumstances of the em- 
bezzlement, by holding an examination of my own Amlah, who must be 
perfectly acquainted with all the transactions about the Treasury. As 
the person accused by the Treasurer of being implicated with him, was 
Radhaprusad Roy, the questions put to the witnesses were necessarily 
pointed at him From my own personal knowledge of the circums- 
tances the evidence of my Amlah was to my mind perfectly satisfac- 
tory, and even if I had wished to go into extraneous matter not imme- 
diately connected with the point the state of my health would not have 
allowed me As to the whole scope and tendency of the evidJbnce 
being as remarked in the Report, to exonerate Radhaprusad Roy not 
being attributable to Radhaprusad’s having himself conducted the exa- 
mination as Mr Molony led the Board to believe, it may easily be 
accounted for from the circumstance of Radhaprusad happening to 
have nothing at all to do with the Treasury 

32 With regard to my acceptance of his resignation, 5 beg 
leave to state that on my arrival at Burdwan to assume the duties of 
Collector, I found the office of second Serishtedar vacant, and nomi- 
nated one Neelmony to officiate, and on his resigning Radhaprusad 
was employed to act m that situation After these enquines concern- 
ing the embezzlement commenced, Radhaprusad being obliged to be 
m constant attendance before the Magistrate, could no longer attend 
to the duties of his office, and m the latter end of July gave in his re- 
signation, which I consequently accepted, nominating Mudden Gopaul 
in his stead But as the charges made against him by Seebnarayan re- 
garding the embezzlement were preferred previous to Radhaprusad’s 
resignation, he is as much answerable as before 

33 With regard to the forged Notes and Notes of pnvate Banks 
and the amount of the pice m the Treasury, this is entirely within the 
sphere of the Khazanchee, who is responsible with his surety for any 
thing that is incorrect, but when it came to my knowledge on some 
former occasions that forged notes had been sent to the Treasury, 

I either reported the circumstance to the Board or brought it to the 
notice of the Magistrate 

34 As to the security Bond taken for my Treasurer I beg to 
state that at the time I recommended Seebnarayan’s appointment in 
December 1822 I forwarded to the Board, a copy of the Bond executed 
by Rajeeblochun Roy, binding himself as surety for his son as Khazan- 
chee, agreeably to section llth of Regulation 2nd 1793 The Bond 
being drawn out m the form prescribed by the Board, I therefore 
thought it unnecessary to take a fresh Bond from the surety on the 
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Treaainrr bemg ccmfinned The reason for my not transmittmg the 
ongmal Bond to the Board was that it had been the cxistom of my pre 
deceseors to send only a copy and retain the original for instance 
the surety Bond of Dabceprusad Sircar the former Treasurer was 
found by me in the office at Burdwan 
35 The error of Sa Rs 1 000 in the Treasury Accounts may 
have arisen from the hurry and confusion of the Treasurer in making 
the Books correspond with the statement ho thought proper to make 
regarding the defalcabon But as to the cause of this circumstance I 
can &nly speak by guess not being able to perceive what interest any 
one could have in making such an error With regard to the amount 
of short weight rupees remitted to Moorshedabad 1 reported the 
matter to the Board I believe a few days before giving up charge to 
Mr Armstrong The balance of Sa Ra 411 due by the former Khazan 
chee was repeatedly brought by me to the notice of the Board and 
frequent demands were made upon him without success 

36 I made it a rule to examine the Treasury every month but 
m the latter end of May I was compelled to discontinue that duty 
from the state of my health 

37 In supenntendmg the stamp Abkarry and Opium Depart 
merits I used the same checks as adopted by my predecessors and beg 
to state th^r m the opium department there has been no falhng off 
and the other branches of Revenue ansing from collechon or assessment 
have been higher on an average than they were under my predecessors 
38 I have already explained in the 2nd paragraph of my letter 
the probable causes of the disorder reported to prevail m my office at 
Burdwan It is true as noticed m the next paragraph that during my 
mdiaposrtion 1 was necessitated to have some Books and Papers brought 
from the Cutchery to my own house for the dispatch of busuiess 
as far as my health permitted But even although this had occa 
moned no derangement in the office the complete revolution so sudden 
ly produced among the pnnapal Native Officers, by Messrs Molony 
and Armstrong is sufficient to throw every thing into confusion For 
the Board is well aware from the representations addressed to them 
directly and through the Judge dunng the last year that Debnarayan 
Bose now nominated Head Senshtedar has been for a long time past 
carrying on active hostilities agamsl the persona employed under me 
and now that this man with hia relabons and partisans has got the 
controul of the office they may naturally endeavour to confound 
and represent m the worst light every thing done by their predecessors 
to whom they are so inrimcal 
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39 The circumstance noticed m Mr Molony’s Postscript of a 
bundle of Papers being found in a Park at Burdwan, to which the 
Board particularly calls my attention, seems strongly to speak for itself, 
as it affords great insight into the nature of the means capable of 
being employed to injure an individual against whom a conspiracy 
is formed The bundle is pointed out as being found m a tank near 
the house of Radhaprusad Roy, whom as before observed it is the 
object of a strong party to bnng into suspicion, and I am informed it 
was placed in a situation sufficiently singular for such a purpose The 
papers were enclosed in wax-cloth, and placed partly under J and 
partly above water, so that they could not escape being observed 
Now if Radhaprusad had possessed these papers, and wished to 
destroy them he might have easily done so by tearing them up or 
burning them, without throwing them into water, or if he 
had preferred the latter mode, he would not have taken the 
trouble to enclose them in wax-cloth which was rather calculated to 
prevent their destruction, and above all placing them partly under 
and partly above water in a tank near to his own house is the very 
method he would have avoided, when by a few stones or heavy 

bricks he might so easily have sunk them to the bottom in many 

other tanks in the neighbourhood On the other hand if these were 
Papers which he wished to preserve and keep concealed, he might 

have done so in his own house, or in those of any of his friends or 

by burying them in the earth, but surely the last mode any man in 
his senses could think of for preserving dangerous papers, would be 
to immerse them partially in water in an exposed situation near to 
his house The circumstance appears to me altogether unaccountable, 
unless as a proof of the means resorted to by Radhaprusads enemies 
to involve him m suspicion They having at that time free access 
to the public offices, might of course without much difficulty purloin 
from them or elsewhere the scraps of letters “or detached portions 
of paper” m my hand-writing or such other papers (said to be in 
the bundle) as they thought adopted to their purpose 

40 As to the signature of the daily Treasury Accounts, I beg 
to state that it was my practice to sign them regularly, but without 
examining my Records I am unable to say with certainty for what 
reason this may have been omitted or at what particular time this 
may have been the case, and with regard to the registering of Bank 
notes I beg to state that this not having been the practice of my 
predecessors at Burdwan it was not adopted by me, a Register of 
Bank notes was however kept by the Khazanchee 
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41 4n anBWcr to tKe concladmg parographa of your letter 1 
beg to state that previously to my late illness (although bemg away 
from my Records I cannot epealc precisely as to the number of 
days of my attendance or non-attendance) 1 can positively affirm 
that I always attended my Cutcheiy when it Vfas necessary for the 
dispatch of public business and that the tales of lands decision of 
cases referred to me by the Judge according to Regulations 2nd 5th 
and 7th the hearing of Durkhasts and the transference of estates and 
other pubhe business were invariably conducted m the Cutchery 
HatJng made it a point not to come to a final conclusion on any case 
of importance without having the pmpers translated into EnghsK 1 
usually took the Roobukanes Durkhasts and other papers to my own 
house to be translated and fuDy considered and I also in own 
bouse to faahtate the transaction of business used to write the drafts 
of pubhe letters and revise the papers of my writers and sometimes 
I signed Purwanaha and public accounts But I never held any sales 
at my own house with the exception of the one noticed by the 
Board on the 24 July it being impossible for me at that tune on 
account of my mdispotiPon to go to the Oitchery The sale was held 
however m an open verandah not more than 50 yards from the 
Cutcheiy and every publiaty given to it, by advertisements placards 
and pubhe proclamation according to Regulation M of 1322 so that 
it mi^t be attended with the same facilities as if it had been held 
m a more regular place which I regret was not then practicable but 
I feel assured that Government as well as the Board wiD with then 
usual Lberality make due allowance for tbc very severe bodily suffer 
mgs under which I was labouring during these transacbona 

42 In conclusion 1 return my respectful thanks to the Board for 
the speedyi dispatch of the queries m your letter and for their kmd 
ness m supplying me with copies of the papers for which 1 apphed * 


Enolosurs to tht sbovs Isttsr rsi Stamnuok LsJi Tssnuys petition 

Sir 

In pursuance of the subject of my letter of the 1 beg leave 

to acquaint you that I have made particular enqumes mto the charges 
preferred m the Durkhaust, under an anonymous signature forwarded 
to the Board hy Dawk and now through you commumcate the result 
to the Board for then consideration 


Bo«d of Rerenne Proe«> 19 Oct 1624 No 12A 
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Quene I — This anonymous writer (for the signature is evidently 
fictitious) gives high praise to Debnarayan Bose, the head Serishtadar 
of my office, and asserts that Radhaprusad Roy, has endeavoured 
from bad motives to get him removed from his situation by means of 
a false complaint 

Answer 1 — Having already fully informed the Board respecting 
the complaint brought against Debnarayan Bose, in my letter of 
1 shall not now renew the subject, but I trust that the Board will 
perceive the source whence this string of accusations has sprung 

Quene 2 — In the second place the anonymous writer alleges-^that 
Radhaprusad Roy had abstracted a large sum of money from my 
Treasury, by connivance with my Acting Khazanchee 

Answer 2 — I have stated in my letter of that 

there was no deficiency whatever in the Treasury, as ascertained by 
my personal examination, and a comparison of the cash in hand with 
the balance of the Treasury Account 

Quene 3 — Thirdly this anonymous Writer asserts that although 
there was stated to be in the account, a balance of three lacks of 
Rupees more or less in the T reasury, yet m answer to two assign- 
ments of the Board, for a lack of Rupees each, only fifty thousand 
Rupees was paid on account of each assignment 

Answer 3. From the accompanying statement the Board will 
perceive that there was in the Treasury an Actual balance of two 
lacks, forty five Thousand, three hundred and ninety Rupees, nine 
annas, ten gundahs, of which eighty six thousand, six hundred and 
forty SIX Rupees, were m Bank notes and 3,368 Rupees, 5 annas and 
10 gundahs were partly short in weigh, and partly consisting of Copper 
com leaving of ready cash only one lack, fifty-five thousand, three 
hundred and seventy six Rupees four annas There is no prospect 
of any collection of Revenue for the present year till the middle 
of July next, and it is necessary to provide for the payment of 
Civil and Military establishments, and the demands of pensioners, 
and Talookdars, whose lands have been sold , and also to answer a 
draft of Captain Kemm, for Sicca Rupees 10,000 amounting m all to 
Sicca Rupees 50394 4 as. 3 gs as shown by the accompanying list, as 
all these demands cire to be paid in ready cash, as well as the above 
assignments, and as my Treasury was pot sufficiently abundant 
to enable me to pay the whole in cash, I deemed it expedient 
to pay in the mean time fifty thousand Rupees, in part of each 
assignment 

Quene 4thly This anonymous writer alleges, that Radhapersad 
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Roy received Sicca Rupees 18 000 from Scebnarayan the Acting 
Khazanchee for procuring him that eituatiOD 

Answer 4tlily I therefore beg leave to submit the accompanjing 
depioaition of the said Sheebnarayan Roy taken before me on an 
accusation of the same kmd being brought against Radhapersad Roy 
Quene 5thly This anonymous writer alleges, that notvrithsland 
ing the Board’s dismissal of Scebnarayan, and their ordenng another 
to be appointed that he sbll continues in his situation through the 
interest of Radhapersaud Roy m consideration of the bnbe 
abefre mentioned 

Answer 5thly 1 refer the Board to their letter of the 1 4th of 
January, from which they may ascertain whether they ordered that 
Seebnarasran should he dismissed from his office, or that I should 
endeavour to select for the office a person better quahfied to discharge 
it s functions 

Quene 6thly This anonymous Wnter alleges that Radapursaud 
Roy had embezzled stamped paper to the value of Sicca Rupees 
1 1 000 when it was under the charge of the late stamp Darogah, whom 
he accused of having stolen it. and that the said Radhapursaud having 
sold some part of it had two thousand Rupees sUU remamiDg in his 
store 

Answer 6thly In answer to this accusation 1 refer the Board to 
my two reports of and on examining personally 

the stamped paper m my store I found this charge perfectly ground 
less as stated m my letter of 

Quene 7thly This anonymous wnter alleges that there is at 
present a decrease in the aubkarry Revenue which he attnbutes to 
the practices of Radhapursaud Roy with the dealers from whom he 
accuses him of regularly receiving bnbes 

Answer 7thly In answer to this charge 1 submit a statement 
companng the aubkarry assessment and collection of last year with 
those of former years and also the assessment of the present year 
from which the Board will perceive there is a considerable mcrease 
of aubkarry Revenue and I also send herewith the deposibons of the 
principal Aubkars abjuring the above charges 

Quene 0thly and lastly This anonymous wnter states that Mr 
Elliott the late Collector issued a nobce deamng those who had 
deposited their money m the Treasury or whoso fathers had done so 
to come and receive the same lobmatmg to them that in case of 
their failure to appear before a certeio tune that the money should 
be forfeited to Government and alleges, that Rndhapersaud Roy 
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caused a great part of it to be given away to persons who have no 
JUS* claim to the sums so deposited. 

Answer 8thly and lastly In answer to this charge I submit a 
copy of my predecessor Mr Elliott’s proceeding, and a statement of 
the sum deposited, from which the Board will perceive that Mr Elliott 
himself paid to three of the persons, named m his proceeding, sums 
lodged in the treasury, under the circumstances therein mentioned 
and that no more has since been paid * 

A true copy (Signed) J Digby 

Collr. ^ 

199. Letter from the Offg. Collector of Burdwan to the Board of 
Revenue transmitting copy of his answer to Govindpersaud Roy’s plaint. (23 
September, 1824) 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date 31st ultimo together with its enclosures and m reply 
beg to submit for the consideration of the Board a copy in 
Persian of the reply which I have drawn out m Answer to the 
plaint filed m the Zillah Court of Burdwan by Govmdpershaud Roy 
late Abkaree Darogah 

P 2d I reported the deficiency in the Abkarre Department 
in 6th Paragraph of my letter to your address under date 16th 
ultimo and the measures I adopted on the Tuhsildar’s refusing to 
make good the deficiency On taking chaige of the office I found 
his account for the month of Assar as follows — 

The Towjee exhibiting the sum of Sicca Rupees 4,451 3 5 of 
which he had realized Sicca Rupees 3,124 11 5 paid into the 

Treasury m my presence Rupees 1227 2 5 leaving a balance 

against him of Sicca Rupees 1987. 12 5 he stated that he had paid 

this balance to the late Treasurer but could not produce any 
receipt I then referred to the Seeah and on finding that no such sum 
had been entered I of course could not give him credit 

P 3d The suit filed by the late Abkarre Tuhseeldar has no 
legal grounds whatever on which to rest a claim — granting for the 
sake of argument, that he did actually pay, the said money to 
the late Treasurer still it was his duty to see the Amount carried 
to credit and obtain the usual receipts having failed to do so he 
must take the consequences as Government cannot be made res- 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 19 Oct , 1824, No 12B 
54 
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ponBible for sums never entered in their accountB The Hath 
chitteea which ho states to have obtained from the Podars can 
avail him ought they being altogether of n private nature what con 
nectiona have Podars with the receipts and disbursements of a 
Collectors Treasury beyond that of assaying and counting rupees 
previous to their bemg received into the Khazana * 


SOD Board t rsply to thi OrTe Ootleotor of Burdwan s letter rs his adop* 
tton of certain measures (n the Burdvran Oolleotonhip (34 September, 1834) 

Sirf 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 16th Ulbmo with the copy of the 
report mentioned in it, which had been forwarded by Mr Molony to 
Government 

2nd Under the circumstances stated in the above papers the 


RamdKim Cliatter]^* 
Ntlb Khuanchee 
Runebttodex Gangllefl 
Recor d Keeper 
Pehtmbex CbsUerjee 
HeaJ Writer 
Koenjibelitreo Roy 
SVieriit&dist and the 
Ntib SherlstftdAT 

wbase asme Is 
not mentloced 


Board entirely approve of your having removed 
from their situahon the several officers mention 
ed m the margin The Board however postpone 
for the present passing any orders m regard 
to the arrangement made by you for the dis- 
charge of the duties of Senstadar b) the 
nomination of Debnaram Bose to the former 
and of Mina Hyder Alice to the latter 


sitnation 


2nd In reply to the 6th Paragraph of your letter I am directed by 
the Board to desire that you will report to them whether the surctiea of 


In « report from Mr Abknrce* Tchsildar and the Stamp Darogah 

hjolony to GoTt d»t^ were regularly required m the manner prescribed 
of Regulahons to make good within speci 

time the defalcabon which appeared m the 
^0 Abfc»roe Telullder , . . , — m 

bni ibo Board are unin- adjustment oi the accounts of these officers 1 he 

8^^'* Abkareo Tchsildar having Since the date of your 
report above acknowledged filed a PJamt with a 


view to contest the justness of the demands against him he must of 
course previously to his suit being admitted have given security for the 
payment of the amount m the event of his bemg non suited any 
want of means therefore on the part of the first surety of this officer 
dii<diargc the deficiency should such ulbmately occur may be of 
o consequence the Stamp Darogah however has not adopted 
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as far as the Board are aware a Proceeding of this description, 
and it is consequently necessary that every legal measure be 
vigorously and promptly adopted to secure the Government against 
loss in this case 

2. The Board trust that j'ou will shortly be able to nominate a fit 
and proper person to the situation of Treasurer of your Collectorship 
The utmost attention should be paid to procure a man of respectable 
character and of regular habits of business, and who can furnish un- 
exceptionable security 

3 The list applied for in the last paragraph of your letter wiii be 
forwarded to you in a few days^ 


Paragraph Ist 


201. Board’s reply to tlio OfTg. Collector Of Burdwan’s letter re: Burdwan 
affairs (24 September, 1824) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of three letters from you dated the 30th and 31st Ultimo and the 4th 
Instant with their respective enclosures and to communicate to you the 
following observations and orders on the subject of these papers. 

It appearing from a report of the 10th Instant forwarded by 
Mr Molony to Government that the security of 
Shibnarain Roy the late Treasurer has made 
good the whole of the public demands against them and that the 
security Bond has been returned to Rajiblochun Roy, the surety 
it IS unnecessaiy to notice further the observations made by you in 
the letters above acknowledged m regard to your arrangements for 
realizing the amount standing at his debit The Board desire me how- 
ever to state that you should bring distinctly to the knowledge of the 
Magistrate of Burdwan the circumstance of the forged Bank Notes 
found in your Treasury on youi taking charge, shewing at the same 
time from whom they were received and to whom they were delivered 
on your receiving the amount for which they were originally given 
to the Treasurer A report to this effect should also be furnished to 
the Board for communication to the Bank of Bengal. 

Mr Molony has not adverted m his reports to the claim stated in 
your letter of the 4th September to have been made by some of the 
Omlahs against the Treasurer for arrears of allowances which they 
allege they have not received This claim therefore has probably been 
adjusted , but if not, as no complaints were made by the Umlah at the 


’’Board of Revenve, Proegs 24 Sept , 1824, No 39. 
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proper time of their not receiving their allowances and as the security 
Elond of Rajiblochun has been letumed to him if the late Treasurer 
contests the claim the question would seem to be a proper one for the 
decision of the Civil Court to which the Umlah m such case may apply 
for redress 

The letters referred to in the concluding paragraph of my dispatch 
to your address of the 20th Ultimo were dated llth July and 13lh 
October 1620 but apparently from a mistake of the copyist staled to 
be of 1821 Copies of them are enclosed for your eventual informa 
bon^and you will be pleased to report to the Board parbcularly 
regarding the condibon of the Uackerafe Taidads of your Office and 
to adopt every proper means for their preservation and safe custody 

The Board authorize you to repair the Camp Equipage belong 
mg to your office at an expence not cxceedmg the Eshmated 
sum of Rupees 20 and six annas 

An Extract from Mr Molony a report of the lOlh Instant and a 
Copy of the Statement menhoned m it which Extract and Statement 
contain the information adverted to m the first part of the 2d Paragraph 
of this dispatch are enclosed for your information * 

Ordered that Civil auditor be informed that the Offiaabng Collector 
of Burdwan has been authonzed to incur an expence of 20 Rupees 
6 as for the repair of the Camp Equipage attached to his Office 

30t Boards lettsr to ttie Oflg Oollwtor of Burdwan asking to forward 
translation Ao of Takoordois Hattse a potlllon (X4 Stpttmber 18X4) 

Sit 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter dated the 30lh Ulhmo with its enclosure and 
to desire that you will submit to the Board m the prescribed manner 
a translataon of the Pebbon presented to you by Takoordoss Hattee 
you will be pleased at the same tune to forward to them the Proceed 
mgs of the Invesbgation alluded to in your letter t 

S03 Board t rtply to tha OfTg Colleotoref Burdwan a lattarrsi Burdwan 
aflsira (X4 Saptambtr 18X4) 

Sir 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 7th Instant with the Proceedings held by the 
Collector which it menboned to accompany it 

Bosrd of Rrrentio Piocff* 24 Sept 1824 No 43 

tBoiTdofReTent»e,Pioc«« 24 Sept 1824 No 45 
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2 No authority having been given by the Board for cancelling the 

demand of sicca Rupees 15 13 10 stated to have been due to 
Government by the abkars m Burdwan for September and October 
last, the balance so cancelled by Mr Digby may for the present stand 
at Ins personal debit The subject however, having been brought to 
the notice of Government in a late report from Mr Molony has been 
forwarded to Mr. Digby for such explanation as he may be desirous of 
olfering on the several points stated in it, the Board postpone passing 
any resolution on this particular subject in as far as relates to Mr. 
Digby personally until they receive his reply to the report J 

3 The Board desire that you will forward for their inspection the 

Proceeding 4 Proceedings held by you which are stated to 

share that these balances were subsequently 
collected by the abkarree Tuhseeldar and Mohurrer at their private 
residence and on their own account, also that the regular system of 
extortion to which you allude was practised by Govindprusad Roy the 
Tuhsildai — The Board conclude the Magistrate in consequence of your 
communication to him will have pursued the proper and regular 
course in regard to this individual — You will of course, however, 
keep Mr Molony informed of every circumstance which may be 
necessary to enable him to prosecute with success the charges against 
Govindprusad. 

4. Until the Board shall have had before them the Proceedings 
called for, they can not of course issue any orders on the reference 
made m the 6th paragraph of your letter. 

5 You will be pleased to transmit to the Board without delay the 
advertisement mentioned in the 7th paragraph and the Board desire 
that you will forthwith return to the abkars whatever premium or Bonus 
you may have received for their Licenses under the arrangement 
noticed m that and the following paragraph of your letter — You will 
also discontinue the demand of the premium in future as being wholly 
irregular and quite inadmissible 

204. Board’s letter to Mr. Digby asking to expedite submission of his 
explanations on several points in Mr Molony’s supplementary report on 
Burdwan embezzlement affair (24 September, 1824) 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 22d Instant with its enclosure and to state to 
you that as the Board are desirous of including in their report 
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to Government in that letter the explanation* which you may wish 
to offer On the several points touching your official conduct stated 
m the papers forwarded to you with my dispatch of the 2l8t Instant 
the Board request you will expedite your reply to that dispatch * 

SOS Letter from thQ OfTg. OoMeotor of Burdrran to the Board of Revenue 
Informing of the steps taken by him to bring the several department* of his 
omc* to order (27 September 1824) 

Sir 

In contmuabon of my letter under date the 16th ulbmo 1 have 
the^honor to transmit the accompanying roobacarree for the 
information of the Board and beg that their parbcular attention 
may be given to it as from a perusal thereof, they will be 
enabled to form some idea of the difficulbes I have had to 
encounter and the exerbons I have made^ to surmount those 
difficulbes and bring the several Departments of the Office into 
*orae tangable state of organixation 

P 2d The Board will observe that no lists have been kept 
of the records and that the head of each Department instead of 
making over papers and nuttees to the record Office have retained 
them in their several shenshtas some having m their possession 
all the documents that have accumulated for these last ten years — 
to check this irregulanty I immediately duected each individual 
to make over all these records to the mahavis Dufter receiving 
from him a receipt for the same and to continue this practice daily 
the record Officers are now employed in making out an accurate 
and comprehensive list of the records but many months must 
banspirc ere they can complete theu task 

P 3d It IS quite impossible to aecertam with any degree of 
certainty what particular records have been made away vnth — the 
record Office is rather a confined room m the Cutcherry and the 
papers from not having been occasionally aired aire much injured 
by white ants and rats I have taken measures to remove these 
evils and purport after the conclusion of the rams to have all 
the papers exposed to the sun for two or three successive days The 
state of the Building m consequence of last years mondabona is much 
ui want of repair 

P 4th The Board will I trust approve of the measures I have 
adopted with respect to Gopeemohun Chowdree and Gour Mohim 
Chowdreo the former Naib Moonsbeo and the latter Persian Mohiircr, 
the inconvenience arising from the employment of new and inexperi 
Bostd of Rerenoo Proc^ 24 Sept , 1824 No 49 & 50 
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cnccd Officers logellier with the difficulty in procuring persons qualified 
for the situation m question , have induced me not to suspend these 
two individuals, who have continued undetected for these last ten 
years appropriating to themselves part of the public money the yearly 
amounts embezzled is doubtless very small nor is the whole sum of 
much moment it is the s>stem that so much requires checking the 
readiness with which Gopeemohun and his brother Gourmohun have 
come forward to make good the deficiency, as specified m the 
roobakarce is another reason for my continuing them m employ having 
merely deprived the Persian mohurer of the Tuhseeldaree of vAiah 
muntushur of this Imah no interest accounts have been kept before 
1221 B S. nor can the Tuhsccldar of Imah Burdwan the mohurruree 
Tuliscel of Nuddea Kharja or the mohurruree Tuhseel of Imah 
Kursoonda produce, any sood accounts for an earlier period , the 
reason assigned is that interest was only partially collected and no 
accounts retained I have not as yet had an opportunity of minutely 
examining the sood accounts of the three last named Tuhseeldars 
so soon as I have done so the result of my enquiries shall be made 
known to the Board without delay 

P 5th. In the last paragraph of my letter under date 23d Instant I 
adverted to the very unsatisfactory state of the Chackeran sherista 
this Department has also come under investigation as detailed in the 
Rooboocary Juggut Mitter formerly mohurer but lately nominally a 
canongoe but in reality the Chackeran mohurer was not forthcoming 
on my taking Charge of this CoIIectorship within these few days I suc- 
ceeded in securing his attendance at Office and immediately required 
him to render an account of his Office he denied his having had 
anything to do with the Chackeran department, since his nomination 
to a canongoship I explained the unreasonableness of such assertions 
as I had the most satisfactory proof of his never having joined the 
latter situation and that he m conjunction with his brother, who was 
not attached to the Collectors establishment, had regularly earned on 
the duties, and kept the accounts, moreover that he had accompanied 
Mr Digby on his deputation m 1823-1824 in the capacity of Chackeran 
mohurer subsequently to his having obtained the other appointment, — 
he here produced the records taken with him on that occasion 
together with the proceedings of Mr Digby — those papers bearing 
Collectors signature did not extend beyond the depositions of a few 
villagers, without any final orders being passed It appears also that 
Mr. Digby had deputed this Juggut Mitter to make further enquiries 
upon which plea he retained at his private residence all the records 
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taken into the mofuMil on account of thia aforesaid deputation thus 
has he had them in his possession for six months without even restor 
ing them to the Office or rendenng any account of his proceedings to 
Mr Digby this mohurer and canoongo obsbnalcly refused to give any 
assistance m the examination of his shenshta persisting in hit being 
unconnected with that Department and therefore not responsible to 
this I could not assent and on finding that he would not produce the 
documents that were missing or give any account of his Jumma 
Wassil Bawkee for 1229 & 12?0 B S 1 made him over to the Dewnnny 
Jail binder regulation 3 of 1794 — there to remoin until favored vnth the 
orders of the Board I would recommend his release but at the same 
bme being dismissed and pronounced mcapable of ever serving the 


M»rcK lOih 1618 
Boud ■ leplr 13lh 

M«rch 1816 
CoUectort •oeoad 
r e port Much 27th 
1816 Boards r«pl7 
authorlxlsg the U*t»* 
Ing of the Ishtehsi 
31ft March 1818 


Government again in any capacity 

P 6th In adverting to the Ishtehar which will be seen from 
CoUj* report the accompanying Roobacaree, cannot now be 
found in the Office 1 beg to state that it was 
issued by Mr Elliot after the conclusion of the 
correspondence noted m the margin the money of 
course still remains in deposit and before it can 
be earned to the credit of Government another 
Ishtehar giving notice that after the expiration 
of six months from the date all the imclaimed deposits specified in the 
Ishtehar will be placed to the account of Government 

P 7th The Board may deem the guilt of the individual Offi 
cers now brought to their notice to be of such a magnitude as to de* 
mand dismissal or suspension &om their appointments — under any 
other circumstances I would have at once suspended the Persian 
mohunr and Naib Moonshee but as so many removals have iwlf^n 
place lately I wish to avoid further embarrassment and detriment to the 
performance of the dubes entrusted to my charge by employing any 
more new servants unacquainted with the routme of business — I am 
fully portuaded a recurrence of the circumstance may not he apprehen 
ded if the Collector gives a moderate share of attenbon to the dubes 
of the several departments and enters into the mmuba of this Office • 


lOf Hr Digby s Istter to ths Board Intonnlng (hat hs was prtparlng a 
reply to ur Uolony a tuppltrnsntanr report (4 October I6f4) 

Sir 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th September with the annexed copy of a letter addressed to the 
Board by Mr Secretary Mackenzie 

Board of Rerenao Proegf 29 Oet 1824 No 24 
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Debilitated as lam I have been preparing a reply to the second 
report forwarded by Mr Molony to Government which I hope to be 
able to complete by Wednesday next the sixth instant."^ 

207 Mr Digby’s letter to the Board submitting explanations on sevot^l 
points In Mr Molony’s supplementary report on the Burdwan embezzlement 
afTalr. (9 October, 1820). 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
21st Ultimo, with its enclosures, and proceed with as much expedi- 
tion as my present situation and the debilitated state of my health 
will allow to give the explanations required respecting the affairs 
at Burdwan, noticed in Mr. Molony’s supplementary report of the 1 0th 
September last 

2nd In the 2nd paragraph of that Gentleman’s letter he states that 
‘^a gross imposition” had been practiced upon me in regard to the 
persons who became security for Govind prusad Roy, the Tusseeldar 
of abkaree, this security being represented to him as a common 
Mohurrer on a salary of 12 Rupees a Month, and not possessed of 
20 Rupees worth of property. From the information I have lately re- 
ceived, I believe that Gentleman to have been misled in his estimation 
of the security’s property, since it is stated to have been very 
recently estimated at Sicca Rupees 6,000 on this person’s offering 
to the Magistrate to become security for Radhaprusad Roy, 
when lately prosecuted in the Fouzdarry Court by the Treasurer. 
With regard to the smallness of the situation held by the security, 
it is very common to find natives of much greater property than 
this security, in the employ of Government on salaries of 10. 20 or 
30 Rupees a Month Moreover as Mr Molony reports, that ‘‘the 
abkarry Tuhseeldar has filed a petition of plaint contesting the 
demand” (of Sicca Rupees 1987 12 5 ) producing of course sureties 
for the said sum, as prescribed by the existing Regulations and as 
Govindprusad, I am told, produced security to such amount as was 
deemed requisite by the Magistrate on his being charged by Mr 
Armstrong with embezzlement these two additional securities afford 
an assurance of the recovery of any sum that may be legally 
due from him to Government independent of his former security. 

It is however quite possible that an attempt should be made in the 
present circumstances to make this security appear nugatory, as 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs. 19 Oct , 1824, No I2C 
55 
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tlie *ccurity himself on weing his property threatened with 
attachment on account of the abkarry Tuhseeldar may very 
naturally wish to conceal or induce others to prefer claims upon 
it in order to save himself from loss espeaally when he knows 
th^re IS a ntrong party among the native officers who being very 
mimicaf to the former ones would very glad to aid him m this 
concealment with the view of throwmg blame on the former proceed 
mgs in the Collectorship 

3rd On the representations made to me by several abkars 
that the severe losses suffered from the extensive inundation in 
1623 had occasioned a fallmg off in the sale of their Liquors for 
some weeks I while m the Mofuaail during the last cold season, 
examined the vntnesses produced by the abkars to discover the 
truth or falsehood of their representations and from the deposi 
hons taken ascertained their petition to be well founded I did 
not consequently msut on realizing the balance then due from them 
but specified the same as unrecovered in the Jumma Wassil 
Bawkee and m the annual Jumma Wassil Bawkee made up at 
the end of the Revenue year, and I at the same bme promised 
to send a detailed report on the subject for the considerabon of 
the Board which 1 could not accomphsh on account of my 
subsequent indisposihon The representabon made by Mr Molooy 
18 that the abkarree Tuhseeldar collected all these balances without 
carrying them to the credit of Government and that Govmd 
prusaud Roy is in consequence charged by Mr Armsbong with 
embedement, which therefore being a matter now under tnal 
before the Magistrate, the result will m due course he known to 
the Board 

In reference to the ■4th and 5th Paragraphs z>f Mr Molony s 
letter I beg to state that I never adopted any new mode of collect 
mg or of receiving abkarry or other Revenue which should have 
rendered it incumbent on me to obtam the previous sanebon of the 
Board The fact is that having found that the former stamp Darogah 
frequently made use of the money remitted to him byMofussil Venders 
m opposihon to the rules acted upon by my predecessors I with a 
view to remedy this abuse m my Purwanah alluded to by Mr 
Molony ordered Ramhurry Mitter the succeeding stamp Tuhseeldar 
to deliver into the Treasury without loss of bme whatever sum 
or sums should bo sent him by the Mofussil Venders and have 
the same earned to the Credit of Government m the books of the 
Treasury documents as much as the scab Book of the Treasurer 
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since money coming into Treasury from all the branches of 
revenue, has always been credited first in the Books of the Podars 
I at the same time further ordered him to receive acknowledgements 
for such sum or sums from the Potdars, and to have the said sums 
regularly credited in the Government accounts as usual, also to 
deliver receipts forthwith for the same, to the Mofussil Venders, ^n 
order that no fraud might be practised upon the Mofussil Venders 
on the one hand by the Darogah on stamps by the Treasurer on the 
other. In explaining this subject, allow me to express my approbation 
of the conduct of Ramhurry Mitter who though charged with the 
management of such a large quantity of stamps in the Burdwan 
Collectorship, is proved to have delivered up to the Treasury 
every pice he collected, although under the particular circumstances 
related by Mr Molony the Acting Collector has refused him credit for 
Sicca Rupees 5,186 10 annas. 

5th. Mr Molony observes in the 2nd Paragraph of his letter that 
the balances demanded of the stamp Darogah and the Abkarree 
Tuhseeldar will not he thinks, be easily realized, I agree with him 
in this supposition because the latter Officer has already filed as before 
stated, a petition of plaint contesting the demand, and Mr. Molony 
intimates in the 4th paragraph of his letter, that the former is about 
to do so, and as it is more than probable or at least very possible 
that they will prove to the satisfaction of the Court that each has 
delivered up the sum demanded of him to the Treasury according 
to the general usage, judgement under such circumstances, being 
given m their favor, there will be little or no prospect of realizing 
these sums from the Treasurer Mr Molony having given back to his 
security Rajiblochun Roy at his request the security Bond, executed 
by him, as that Gentleman states in the 1st paragraph of his report 

6th At any rate the decision of the Court in favor of either party 
18 at present doubtful, and several demands have, I am informed since 
been made, upon the Treasurer by Canoongoes and others, for their 
respective salaries, on the ground that they have not been received 
by them though placed under the head of disbursements, I therefore 
apprehend that Mr Molony’s restoration of the security Bond to the 
surety of the Treasurer, without any previous reference to the Board 
will prove disadvantageous to Government besides according to the 
existing Regulations, the interest of the sum embezzled is demandable 
from the surety from the time he is called upon for payment to the 
date of the deficiency being made up , but in this case the interest is 
I believe still unpaid 
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7th In order to show that there was confusion m the accounts 
Mr Molony refers m hia 5th para^aph to a statement (A) of sums of 
money paid out of the Treasury on account of the salaries of nabve 
Officers during the intervals between the removal of an Officer, and 
the appomtment of his successor which sums amounting to Sicca 
R|^cc 3 839 15 annas 6 Gundns 3 Cowries were it appears charged in 
the Treasury Books under the head of the disbursements and not 
recrcdited to the Government The same sort of irregularity was 
formerly noticed by me in my letter to the Board of July 1822 or 23 
respecbng the conduct of Dabee SurLar the former Khnzancheci who 
was thereupon ordered to refund the sums which in such cases of 
vacancy he had failed to recredit to the Govemment among other 
cases it was found that even when one officer (Debnarain Bhose) in 
favor of whose conduct Mr Molony spoke so highly in his former 
report was promoted to the office of head Shenstadar he contmued to 
draw also from the Treasury the salary of his former situabon, as 
nohced in my report to the Board of June 1823 Indeed such irregula 
nbes are always very liable to be attempted but fortunately are also 
sure of being ulbmately discovered and 1 perceive by the first para 
graph of Mr Molony a letter that the sum demandable from the 
Treasurer on this account has been paid up to Govemment by the 
security of the Treasurer 

8th With regard to the intervals that occurred and the mode 
adopted in appomtmg Mofusstl Venders as nobced in the same para 
graph, I beg leave to state that in case of vacancies candidates did 
not readily appear for such small situabons at least candidates who 
could produce proper security and as 1 look every possible care to 
ascertain correctly their real circanistances before appoinbng them, 
some delay necessarily occurred, but 1 have reason to hope that 
Govemment will not sustain any loss by them, unless indeed some 
fraud be prachsod or countenanced by the new body of Nabvc 
Officers 

9 In ezplainmg to the Board in his 7th paragraph what he 
supposes to have been ‘ the facilities afforded for embezzling the 
public money if Mr Molony had said it was occasioned by my 
implicit confidence in the Treasurer the assertion might have 
appeared very probable But Mr Molony having entirely exonerated 
the Treasurer Shibnarain from the blame of the embezzlement 
attributes it to my confidence m other persons viz Radhaprusad Roy 
and his relabons The fact is that I placed as much confidence m the 
Sheristadars and other principal Officers with regard to the affairs 
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under their charge as I placed in Shibnaram with regard to the Trea- 
sury as noticed in the 1 1 and 1 3 paragraphs of my former letter, and 
my placing “implicit confidence’’ m him would it appears to me be 
more likely to afford him an opportunity of betraying his trusts and 
committing the embezzlement which took place, than the confidence I 
might have reposed m one of the heads of another Department, ^d 
before Mr Molony found fault with the reliance placed on these, or 
on any individual Officer among them, he should have shown that 
individual to be unworthy of it, from not discharging properly the 
duties attached to his situation. But that gentleman has failed to 
prove this even with regard to Radhaprusad Roy against whom he 
has directed so large a portion of his report. I have no wish to deny 
that I placed confidence in this Native Officer as far as I thought him 
deserving of it finding him always prompt and attentive to act, agree- 
ably to my directions , and I likewise placed confidence in Pettember 
Chatoorjea, Koojbeharry Roy, Moonshee Kubool Ullee, and others 
in as much as they appeared worthy of it, but 1 deny, that I ever 
placed undue confidence in Radhaprusad or any of the rest, or that 
1 ever suffered him or them to transgresss my authority or tresspass 
beyond the bounds of their respective duties. 

10th The whole scope and tenor of Mr. Molony’s supplementary 
report being to make it appear that Radhaprusad Roy was real 
Khazanchee and that Shibnaram was not, but had merely the name 
and that he was besides a person only fit to “stroll about the garden 
and draw figures on paper,” or if capable of any thing above these 
infantile occupations that the utmost stretch of his intellect was to 
scrawl his own name on pieces of paper placed before him that he 
was in short so mentally weak and puerile as to be incapable of in- 
curring any moral responsibility . 1 feel at a loss to conceive how 
Mr. Molony under such an impression could think Shibnaram at all 
accountable for his actions or Rajeeblochun Roy equitably liable for 
a defalcation in a Treasury with which his son for whom he was 
security, is represented as having had no real connection ; yet Mr 
Molony thought it his duty to call upon Rajeeblochun Roy to make 
up the embezzlement thus considering Shibnaram as actually Trea- 
surer , and thereby on this essential point, conforming m his proceed- 
ings with the real state of the case, although differing so widely from 
it in his language 

11th Mr. Molony m his 8th Paragraph, after quoting once more 
the authority of the above reputed imbecile Shibnaram, repeats his 
own opinion that my official conduct appeared to be entirely mflu- 
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enced by Rodbnprusad Roy and that the only thing I did (with a very 
few excepbons) was to affix my name to papers which were presented 
to me by him Bat m his 12 paragraph he gives a new statement of the 
matter representmg me as Signing * all the papers that were put before 
mo by two individuals viz by Radhaprosad Roy and Peltembcr 
CJCittorjea At the same bme he keeps entirely out of view the evi 
dence given by some amlahs who were examined , that they had been 
themselves eye witnesses to my engaging even m the labonous duty 
of making translabona of Persian and other nabve documents for the 
purpose of exactly ascertaining the real facts and statements necessary 
to enable me to form a correct opinion on official matters that came 
before me for my considerabon as nobced m the 41 paragraph of 
my last letter It is true that for the last two months and upwards 1 
was unable to undergo the fabgue of attending to the whole details of 
my situabon on account of my severe illness (as nobced in the 2nd 
and other paragraphs of my former reply) which was well known to 
Mr Molonyj as well at to the nabve witnesses 

12th 1 beg leave positively to affirm that the statement contained 
m Mr Molony s 12 paragraph as to only two Nabve Officers havmg 
access to me is quite meorreeb since the heads of all the Departments 
under me had free access to me even at my own house I am sorry 
to observe that Mr Molony has entirely neglected the evidence given 
by the head Shenetadax and others not mterested m supporting the 
views of the Treasurer and that as I am informed he did not put the 
quesbon at all with regard to the counting of the Treasure to those 
who were likely to give more impartial evidence not even subpoena 
mg several of this descripbon Mr Molony h^s also m his report 
although he had the whole proceedings before him kept out of view 
the fact that several of the witnesses whose evidence he has brought to 
bear against me and against Radhapmsad Roy had before sworn quite 
the reverse when exammed by me on the Hulluff nameh which is 
equivalent to an oath Proceeding in this manner and attending only 
to what was advanced on my side he amvea at the conclusion that 
I never counted the cash as represented On such negahve and very 
parbal testimony he takes upon him m the 1 0th paragraph to assert 
almost positively that I have never m person exammed my Treasury 
more than once within the last 13 months though I mbmated roy 
examinahona of it to the accountant From a supposibon so formed 
and from another that only two of my nabve officers had access to 
me and brought me papers to sign Mr Mololy comes to the conclusion 
m (paragraph 12) that 1 signed ail (the papers) that weje pul before 
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me without reading them or being aware of their contents”. From 
such reasoning as this he does not hesitate thus to deduce an inference 
cntireb'^ destructive of my character. I forbear to make any remark 
on such proceedings, for I cannot comment upon them but in such 
language ns my respect for the Board will not permit me to use. 

13. In the same 10th paragraph it is reported by Mr. Molony fij^Jm 
the evidence given by the partisans of the Treasurer, that when on the 
occasion of the anonymous Shanukloll’s petition I counted the Trea- 
sure 1 did so in a hurried manner such evidence could only have been 
given with so strong a desire to criminate, as to produce not only a 
disregard of truth but oven of probability. For what reason could I 
have had to be "hurried” as if in dread of being detected in the 
Commission of some nefarious crime, seeing I was in my own Treasury 
situated in the middle of my own compound and therefore in no dan- 
ger of interruption or intrusion As on the receipt of the intimation 
from the Board that the existence of some malversation was reported by 
an anonymous informer^ 1 proceeded suddenly to the Treasury without 
giving the least previous notice of my intention to any one whatever, 
and I had no reason to suspect that the Treasurer or any one else could 
be in the least prepared at that time for such visit • and therefore the 
investigation I made perfectly satisfied me that no embezzlement 
existed as alleged by the anonymous writer Mr Molony may easily 
indulge in such suppositions as that the bags of rupees were all pice 
or if this be impossible, that they were all counterfeit rupees and I see 
no limit to such suppositions when any man chooses to go beyond the 
bounds of probability. 

14th I proceeded to the investigation not attended by Radhaprusad 
Roy in particular, as represented by Mr. Molony, but accompanied by 
several of my amlah and found the bags of pice as mentioned m my 
statement to the Board, separate from the bags of rupees and as the 
anonymous Shanuk lol who made the report must have been one of 
the amlah or at least must have had a secret understanding with some 
person so intimately connected with the Revenue Department, as 
appears from the contents of his petition to the Board, if any fraud had 
been attempted to be practised in exhibiting the contents of the Trea- 
sury, some one of the Native Officers would no doubt have taken care 
through the above secret informer to point it out to the Board by 
another anonymous letter. This however never was done whch is a 
sufficient proof that even the masked slanderer Sanuklol was satisfied 
that no room for a shadow of suspicion existed and therefore remained 
silent for so long a period as since been elapsed. 
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I5lli The error of having elated m the memorandum of the cash 
Balance 23 notei of 250 Rupees each amount to 5»500 only le a mistake 
discoverable more easily from the summing up of figures than from 
the examinabon of notes It is very obvious that their number 
ought to have been marked down twenty two instead of twenty three 
bis if the error had ansen from any improper motive on the part of 
the wnters it is more probable that the sum total should have been 
exaggerated m order to make up a parbcular aipount than that the 
number of notes should have been thus most uselessly overrated 
Indeed the 23 instead of 22 was most probably an error of the Copyist 
and if any more important inference should be drawn from this 
discrepancy it is this that persons conscious of any fraud are not 
likely to draw up their statements m a ^'loose manner * 1 on the same 
occasion counted the stampt paper which} on charge being delivered 
over to Mr Armstrong* was found to correspond exactly with the 
statement 1 made after this examinabon therefore the defalcabon 
m the Treasury department cannot justly be attributed to any general 
cause operabng from that bme which would have emially effected 
all the departments 

16th Mr Molony in his 13th Paragraph represented the influence 
of Radhaprusad Roy to have been such that none of the Officers dared 
to disobey hit orders for fear of losmg theur situabons and to support 
this new Mr Molony adduces the evidence of the Dawk Moonshee 
Now this witness first swears that one of the Radhaprusad s orders 
was that he should on no account take the Dawk Packets to Mr 
Digby or allow them to be opened except Radhaprusad or Ram 
chunder Gangooly was present and that when opened the letters on 
service were to be sent to his bouse instead of being given to Mr 
Digby Then according to Mr Molony^s report the tame witness 
swears that he did disobey that order by * first of all taking the letters 
and shewing them to Mr Digby thus proving by his own conduct that 
he did dare to disobey Radbapmaad Roy and m fact that be would not 
pay altenbon to an order given by (or even through) Radhaprusad 
unbl It was confirmed by myself so that the mstance given by Mr 
Molony to support his view of the evidence proves the very reverse of 
the inference he wishes to draw from it even if every word this 
Witness spoke were true so averse was 1 to leave the Packets and 
letters to the charge of my native Officers* that when on any occasion 
for a short bme absent from the stabon I peremptorily ordered the 
Dawk Moonshee to deliver the Packets to one of the Gentlemen m the 
service when residmg at the stabon I uniformly opened the packets 
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myself , and when not opened m the Cutchery from the late arrival of 
the Dawk I ordeied my old sircar Goluknaram to be always present at 
my own house on these occasions lest any of the papers should be lost 
or mislaid Having read the letters on service I generally handed them 
over the same day or next morning to one of the amlah for the pur- 
pose of being kept apart until answered or filed among the official 
papers. When the letters came from the Revenue accountant 
regarding the Moorshedabad remittance during my severe illness 1 
may very probably have sent one of them to the Sheristadar or the 
Treasurer that they might hasten the dispatch of the money and it 
may from this circumstance have been locked up in a box kept in the 
Cutcherry for public business, but into which it seems the record 
keeper who had charge of it had put some private papers , Notwith- 
standing these private papers were in it Ramchunder discovered no 
other reluctance, I was informed, to deliver up the Key than that he 
could not be present when the Box was opened owing to his being that 
daj' kept in attendance at the Court as I am able to state with con- 
fidence from having been then at Burdwan 

17th In the conclusion of Mr Molony’s formei report he spoke of 
one bundle of papers, as having been found m two tanks, which 
1 attributed to some mistake of the Copyist But in the second report 
he also speaks of the same bundle of papers which was discovered in 
the tank near to Radhaprusad's house (Paragraphs 13) and again a 
little further down he speaks of *‘these papers being found’' in various 
parts of the tanks. He afterwards in the close of the paragraphs uses 
the word “bundles" therefore I am unable to discover with any degree 
of certainty from his reports whether he means to say that all the 
papers alluded to were tied up m one bundle, or in different bundjes, or 
whether they were found in one or two or more tanks , but in regard to 
this subject 1 beg to refer the Board to the 39th paragraph of my former 
letter Radhaprusad Roy whom these detached fragments of papers 
are intended to criminate, IS spoken of by Mr Molony in his 1 5th 
paragraph, as a person distinguished for "ability and intrigue” and it 
might have occurred to him therefore that as I before observed the 
best mode any man in his sense (not to speak of a person of “ability 
and intrigue" could think of for preserving or destroying dangerous 
papers, would be to immerse them enclosed in wax-cloth partly undei" 
and partly above water as these are said to have been) in an exposed 
situation near to his house where they must be discovered. The strong 
party who were interested m making an impression to Radhaprusad’s 
prejudice might easily put in practice so obvious an expedient for 
56 
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having at the time free access to the public documents they might 
easily purloin the fragment of Official papers said to be found placed 
m so singular and suspiaoua situations and one of the Cabal Shib 
narain the Treasurer being n connection of Radhaprusad and also of 
Ramchunder might naturally, be in possession of private Letters 
b^onging to them scraps of which might as reported be thrust into the 
Bundle or Bundles menhoned The wax or seals of Official letters and 
the old envelopes bearing of course the signature of the Secretary to 
the Board are commonly earned away by the Dufturces or other in 
fenor persons who clear the public offices and therefore every person 
of unbiassed judgement will I think be of opinion that the existence 
of such materials wrapped up in wox-clolh and so curiously disposed 
of was a mere tnck played upon him by his enemies 

18lh Mr Molony m his 9th paragraph particularly remarks on the 
circumstance of Radhaprusad Roy being addressed at Burdwan by the 
title of Dewan and looked up to with respect although it is well known 
that in the Mofussil this titlo is commonly bestowed on any decent 
sircar who accompanies a gentleman in the service from Calcutta 
and even on the sircars of Indigo planters and others out of the 
service, therefore it is not at all surpnsing that this degree of respect 
was paid to Radhaprusad Roy who was entitled to considerabon from 
the respectability of his family even although he had not held any 
public aituabon, a circumstance which I hope Mr Molony would 
not wish to bo regarded but as the reverse of derogatory He as well 
as the other Gentleman formerly at the Station will recollect that 
Gooroodass Mookerjea a cousin of Radhaprusad s when residing there 
some years ago was looked up to with the same kind of respect 
although ho held no public situation being merely Dewan to the late 
young Rajah of Burdwan yet from a simJnx feeling towards this 
Member of Radhaprusad s family he was also treated with greater 
deference than any others who formerly held the same situation and 
it u not necessary for me to mform the Board of the disposition of 
the natives of all classes to bestow voluntary respect on persons of 
good education and of respectable family TTie Mr Burton men 
boned in the report or some of his sircars may have had a personal 
acquamtance with Radhaprusad Roy which might induce him to 
address a letter m the manner described giving Radhaprusad a power 
to open it for the purpose of introdncmg the subject to me but 
whatever were his motives I cannot be accoimtable for an irregularity 
in the address of a letter commilted by a person 60 miles distant over 
whom I had no conboul 
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19th. In the 15 paragraph Mr. Molony notices that when I was 
sometime absent from the station last cold season, one of the 
Treasury keys and the general management of the office at the 
sudder station, were committed to the charge of Ramchunder 
Gangoly, the Mohafez Dufter. There being no explanation afforded 
m the report of the signification attached by Mr Molony to t^e 
phrase “general management” nor any particulais specified by him 
which might serve as a guide to his meaning, I am at a loss to 
understand it But as to the keys of the Treasury, 1 beg leave to 
state that while, Shibnaram was on probation as Acting Khazanchee, 

I did not leave the whole of them in his hands beyond business hours 
— and when I was absent from the sudder station with some of my 
principal Officers and had occasion now and then to send for the head 
Sheristadar I left the key mentioned with a native officer who might 
remain there permanently in order that the Treasury business should 
not be interrupted in my absence, and I considered Ramchunder 
Gangoly worthy of this charge, having found him to be trust-worthy 
and active, and as Mr Molony observes possessed of ‘‘ability” 
But during the whole time Shibnaram having a separate key of his 
own, no one could have access to the Treasury without his permission 
and the use of the key in his possession 

20 With respect to the discrepancies noticed m Statements C & D 
in the Treasury accounts of Bank notes and Mr Molony ’s conjectures 
in the 16th and other Paragraphs about the mode in which the 
embezzlement was effected, every one I think will readily agree with 
him that such a thing was most likely to be committed through means 
of the Bank notes, since they are most easily removed without 
observation. On this subject there is hardly any room for difference 
of Opinion , but the point to be enquired into is by whom they were 
removed In order to ascertain this with certainty I am informed 
that a petition has been presented to the Acting Collector by Radha- 
prusad Roy for copies of the Collections sent to the Treasury by the 
Rajah of Burdwan from which 1 am told he feels assured of being 
able to discover that the notes of a very considerable sum absti acted 
had been paid to the Rajah on account of the Putney Talooks held 
of him by the Treasurer’s father, and that the same notes were 
actually remitted into the Treasury in part of the Revenue due to 
Government from the Rajahs estates, such a fact as this would 1 
think be perfectly conclusive Although the Government sustains no 
actual loss from the discrepancies between the amount of Bank notes 
received ^nd disbursed by the Treasurer and that actually entered 
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in iHe Books as I formerly noticed to the Board m the case of 
Dabcepniiad Sircar, the former IChn*anchee when I detected him 
m the same pracbce Yet a Treasurer is justly accountable for such 
an unauthorised and reprehensible producing 

21 Mr Molony wites in Kis 20th Paragraph regarding the 
r^yuttance to Moorshedabad that ‘‘Radhaprusad Roy determined" it 
should be confined to the sum of one lack and a half of Rupees 
Having already explained the circumstances m the 8th paragraph of 
my former letter I need not repeat them here But from Mr Molony's 
ovm statement it appears that supposing no embezzlement to have 
existed the cash in the Treasury could not then exceed three lacks of 
rupees but must have fluctuated between this sum and two lacks and 
a half and that on the 6th of July by which time the remittances 
ought to have been completed the cash balance supposing the 
Treasurer s conduct to have been perfectly correct should only have 
amounted to Sa Rs 288279 15 7 2 The demands upon the 
Treasury amounting to three lacks a half which the cash in hand was 
thus inadecjuate to meet, 1 found it expedient either to wait for an 
additional collection or obtam permission of the Revenue Accountant 
to send a lack and a half only to Moorshedabad with a view to being 
able also to discharge at least the assignment to Radahnugur This 
u the situation in which things stood as far as 1 can refresh my 
memory 

22d With regard to the letters addressed to Colonel Bird on 
this occasion I beg leave to state that as it had been customary when 
a large sum of money was remitted for the guard escorting it to be 
placed imder the command of a Mihtary Gentleman rather than a 
Native Officer, finding that a Saabadar was entrusted with this duty 
on the present occasion and not having received in reply to my 
proposal for sendmg only one lack and a half of rupees any parti 
cular mstrucbons from the Revenue Accountant about the manner 
m which this remittance wna to be escorted I wished to see the order 
specifying the sum to be remitted in this unusual manner According 
to my first intention a lack and a half was to have been sent but 
having seen the positive orders to send two lacks it became 
necessary to detam the guard for a day until the additional fifty 
thousand was also counted and packed and I gave positive orders 
to the Treasurer to expedite the despatch of the whole sum required 
If it he Judicially established that the Podars played off the tnck 
represented by Mr Molony of counting the same rupees five or six 
tiroes over conmvmg possibly at the erobezzlcgjent, they will be 
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justly punishable as well as those with whom they may have concerted 
such an artifice The allegation respecting Radhaprusad Roy having 
pawned Bank Notes about this time, I shall notice in the concluding 
part of my letter. 

23. Mr. Molony observes in his 27th paragraph that ‘*the 50,000 
rupees in Cash which the Chelan shows to have been paid by ijie 
Rajah on the 8th July were not carried to credit in the seah till the 
10th, the day after the two lacks were despatched and then too it 
was carried to credit not as cash, but as if it had been paid in notes^’ 
At the time this transaction took place I was quite unable from the 
state of my health to pay strict attention to these affairs. But in 
delivering over charge before I left Burdwan, I found that the 
Chellan referred to, although it showed that part of the money was 
paid in ^‘Cash^’ and part in “Notes” left a blank in the spaces 
opposite, which should have contained the particulars of the sum in 
Cash and the sum in Bank Notes, merely the total amount of both 
being given , which afforded the Treasurer an opportunity of marking 
down whatever portion of it he pleased as cash and all the rest as 
notes It therefore appears to me self-evident that in this transaction 
there had been a collusion between the Treasurer and the Rajah of 
Burdwan. 

24 Mr Molony m his 27th Paragraph also writes that on the 25th 
of June Mr Watts the Resident at Radanagur was informed officially 
by me ^^that if he would send his Podar, the amount of his assignment 
should be paid but after the Podar had arrived” I “on the 14th of 
July wrote to say that in consequence of having been ordered to remit 
two lacks to Moorshedabad and having paid the remaining balance of 
cash in” my “Treasury to the resident at Hurripaul” I “cannot send” 
him “the amount”. In my former letter I stated that I had promised 
to Mr Watts to discharge the assignment to him when his Podar 
should arrive, which I was m expectation of after the remittance had 
been sent to Moorshedabad , but the Podar from Hurripaul arriving 
for that assignment and no Podar coming from Radanagur, I ordered 
the Khazanchee to pay the assignment forthwith to the Hurripaul 
Podar, and wrote to Mr. Watts not to send his Podar immediately, as 
I had remitted two lacks to Moorshedabad and ordered the fifty thou- 
sand as directed to be paid to Hurripaul , after which I understood 
there would not remain a sufficient sum for Radanagur. This is the 
purport of the information I wished to convey, but not having my 
letters to refer to I cannot say whether or not the expressions used m 
them were such as to give occasion to the confusion that appears m the 
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Btatements of the matter given by Mr Molony wherein the remittance 
ordered to Humpaul is spoken of ns perfoimed and posiUvcly past 
and that to Moorshedabad, which was actually past is spoken of 
as only ordered and therefore possibly still to be performed these 
asserbons being m both cates exactly the reverse of the real fact 
a^d a complete transposibon of the circumstances alluded to in regard 
to bme and a bansposition also which no one could have any object 
in makmg, since it would make it appear that one lack and o half less 
had been disbursed from the Treasury than Was actually the case I 
might speak of the Humpaul assignment as actually paid under the 
impression that the Treasurer had obeyed the order given him to this 
effect as he ought to have done But of this 1 am at least certain that 
Mr Molony must be incorrect m slabng that my letter to Mr Watts 
abovemenboned was written after his Podar bad arrived for the 
money since it was the arrival of the Podar from Humpaiil which 
occasioned me to wnte to Mr Walls not to send his Podar immediately 
Afterwards finding that the Khaxanchee instead of obeying roy orders 
by paying the Humpaul assignment, had found means to paafy the 
Podar so that although the cash was not delivered to Him as ordered 
by me he never appeared before me to complam of the delay for the 
succeeding 14 days, when the embezzlement was discovered and I of 
course then sent mbmation to Humpaul that the money could not be 
remitted 

25 In reference to Mr Molony s 26th paragraph I beg leave to ob- 
serve that in the ordinary routino of business Letters wnlten according 
to common forms are usually drawn out by the wnters m every office 
the gentleman at the head of it merely finding it necessary to give them 
a shght revision Letters of this kind drawn by my vmters tomebmes 
required from me httle or no correchon and dunng my severe iJIne« 
about this bme it become necessary when 1 had any thing to wnte 
that some one should act as my amanuensis which accounts for the 
draught being as Mr Molony menbons not m my hand ^vnbng But 
m such cases Gentlemen are oevertheleas as annous I believe to 
see that the contents of the Letters are proper before they sign them 
as it they were wntten by themselves at least I can positively affirm 
that notwithstandmg my debilitated state was such that I could hardly 
sign ray name I took as much paina as it was possible for me to do 
Mr Molony from finding draughts wntten under such circumstances 
not m my handwnbng deduces the conclusion that when the letters 
were copied out for despatch they must have been signed by me 
Without my having read them or being aware of their contents 
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From this the Boaid, will‘'be able 'to decide how far Mr Molony is 
correct in his mode of drawing inferences' 

26. The conduct of Radhaprusad Roy being in the course of Judi- 
cial investigation, fo avoid prejudging the case, I forbear remarking on 
any cncumstances but a few that have a more immediate reference to 
myself and have been represented in a manner that tends to injure me^n 
the estimation of Government After viewing the extraordinary indus- 
try used in collecting circumstances of this kind, which, with the help 
of the very strong colouring put upon them and the far strained infer- 
ences drawn by Mr. Molony, are capable of bearing an unfavourable 
construction, I cannot help being of opinion that Mr Molony’s mind 
has been too open to receive impressions from the party of intriguers 
at Burdwan who have been so long labouring to thwart the proceedings 
and torture and misrepresent the conduct of the persons employed 
under me m the collectorship This hostility was powerfully instigated 
by the Rajah of Burdwan who regarded Radhaprusad Roy, as his 
personal enemyj as declared in the Persian Petition presented by 
the Rajah to the Board, in May last. This enmity of the Rajah was 
occasioned, 1 understand, by a Law-suit instituted against him 
by the Ranees his Daughters-in-law m which they were assisted by 
the abovementioned Gooroodass Mookerjea, Radhaprusad’s cousin, 
and afterwards by himself to put them in possession of the Rajah’s 
estate as heiresses of their deceased husband, and as the Rajah, on 
account of his very extensive landed property, had upwards of 
three-fourths of the district under his influence, his efforts to revenge 
himself on Radhaprusad and his family have been unbounded 
The Rajah and his dependants in revenge for my not having ridded 
them of a person so obnoxious to them, have laboured to misrepresent 
the degree of confidence I reposed in Radhaprusad Roy by giving 
a certain turn to every little circumstance, although m itself altogether 
indifferent and the Treasurer to escape the consequences of his 
embezzlement has naturally sought protection from the same cabal 
On the details furnished in Mr Molony’s report to induce a belief that 
1 was under the influence of Radhaprusad Roy I may make this 
general observation, that if I were to adopt the same line cf conduct I 
might easily make out as many specious appearances to show that 
Mr Molony in drawing out his Report was entirely imbued with the 
opinions of the leaders of this cabal at Burdwan I might for instance 
observe that from such a source only could I expect to proceed the 
charge of signing indiscriminately all papers put before me without 
ever reading them or knowing their contents , such an extraordinary 
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accusabon being most bkely to occur to the mind of persona much 
below Mr Molony in educabon and talent 

27 I shall only add a few additional observations from which 
the Board may judge whether or not Mr Molony has entered upon 
the examinabon of this subject with an unbiassed mind 
(t28 Although the general tenor of his remarks throughout the 
Report, IS to induce a belief that Radhaprusad Roy had the sole 
controul of the money in the Treasury Mr Molony states in his 
14 paragraph that when Radhaprusad wanted money for any private 
purpose as to make a remittance to Calcutta or to p»y shop bills 
he had to apply to Ramdhun Chaloorjca the Deputy Treasurer under 
Shibnaram Mr Molony does not observe the inconsistency of 
supposing that a person would need to have his pecuniary wants 
supphed by others, if he had the whole Treasury under his controul 
besides all the Bank notes of the Treasury in his own hands as 
represented 

29 In paragraph 20 Mr Molony appears to repose entire con 
fidcnce m the deposibon of a common Mookhtar who swore that 
Radhaprusad Roy in giving biro some notes had confessed to him 
that he was guilty of abstractmg them from the Treasury This man 
it IS stated deposed to having received the Bank notes direct from 
the hands of Radhaprusad Roy at the Collector s Cutebery ' and that 
Radhaprusad told him at the bme that he had taken them out of 
the Treasury And Mr Molony feels no difficulty whatever m 
bclievmg that a person whom he describes as remarkable for ability 
and intrigue should quite needlessly accuse himself of embezzlement 
and openly deliver over the notes embezzled m a public Cutchery 
with a voluntary confession of his guilt 

30 In the 24th paragraph of Mr Molony s report it is stated 
that Ramdhun Chatoorjea declared that when he was lU Radhaprusad 
havmg come to him he signed a receipt of Sa Rs 60 000 without 
ever receiving any part of this money Mr Molony in his former 
report described this Ramdhim as an old hand shrewd and of some 
experience yet he exprcaaea no doubt whatever about the truth 
of the assertion of this old shrewd experienced hand , that he gave 
a receipt for so large a sum as eighty thousand rupees without 
receiving a pice of it and remained twelve months afterwards with 
out getting any written acknowledgement from Radhaprusad Roy for 
this sum to counteract the effect of the receipt or making the least 
complaint However it is but jusbee to Mr Molony to state that 
he believes this not on the strength of evidence already given, but on 
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evidence yet to come F or He says that some evidence Has already 
been taken and more will be forthcoming to show that this really 
happened”. Unless however his mind were strongly predisposed to 
credit such an extraordinary story, he would have considered the 
future evidence as doubtful until the nature of it were actually seen 
And an unbiassed mind would admit that the testimony to come is ^ 
likely to prove quite the reverse of what Mr Molony takes for 
granted. 

31 In his 22d paragraph Mr Molony speaks positively as to a 
Talook being purchased by Radhaprusad Roy, calling the person by 
whom 1 am told it was really purchased ‘^fictitious” without any exa- 
mination of the documents connected with the sale and even without 
waiting for the evidence of the purchaser who, 1 am informed, is 
actually m the employ of Government and has been subpoened 
accordingly by the Magistrate to appear before the Court. 

32. In his 26th paragraph Mr Molony states in the most positive 
manner possible that "Radhaprusad Roy took and pawned the halves 
of Bank notes of which the other halves had been remitted to the 
Treasury on the 30th of June and raised the sum of 14,000 rupees 
upon them. This (Mr Molony continues) is *'m evidence strongly, 
the Podar to whom they were pawned having deposed to the fact” 

In consequence of this strong assertion 1 thought it proper to ascertain 
what was the exact tenor of the evidence given by the Podar, and 1 
send herewith an authenticated copy of his deposition which was 
sent me by Radhaprusad Roy together with a translation by Mr 
W C Blackquire, from which the Board will be pleased to judge 
whether Mr Molony is justified in making such a report of evidence, 
and thereupon giving a declaration so prejudicial to the character of 
an individual. 

33 Mr. Molony all along taking it entirely for granted that the 
story made up by the Treasurer, in his own defence, is true, and 
consequently that Radhaprusad Roy is guilty, continually labours 
throughout his report to reconcile every circumstance he has heard, 
however irrelevant in itself, to this preconceived notion In the 29th 
paragraph he affirms positively (without hinting at all on what sort of 
foundation the statement rests) as if from his own personal knowledge, 
that Radhaprusad Roy knew of the embezzlement before my leave of 
absence , and was anxiously labouring to raise the money deficient in 
preparation for giving over the Treasure, to the Gentleman who 
should be deputed to act, for me and that the failure of these attempts 
to raise the money before the time fixed for my departure caused the 
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detection of the defalcation I cannot help observing that the above 
view of the matter is quite inconsistent with my own personal 
knowledge of Radhapnisad’a conduct For had he known my removal 
had been calculated to involve him in such serious dtfbculty and 
distress, he roust have been anxious by every means of persuasion he 
(fijuld think of to try to have it deferred a little longer, which was 
perfectly at my option as the order of the Board permitted me to 
write for Mr Armstrong to relieve me when it should suit my own 
convemence But Radhaprusad Roy instead of discovenng any 
solicitude whatever for delay expressed sabsfaction when he heard 
that 1 was about to apply to Government for leave of absence and 
when subsequently as above mentioned it was at my option to leave 
the stabon he expressed a hope that for the sake of my health 1 
would not delay taking advantage of the change of air, and suggested 
to me to write immediately for Mr Armstrong to relieve me If 
Radhaprusad Roy had been guilty and possessed great influence over 
me as represented in these two Reports he would surely have tried 
to exert some part of this influence m such an emergency to ward ofl 
by a httle delay the imimoent danger that was impending over him 
as represented Moreover on the day preceding that on which the 
deficiency was detected Radhaprusad Roy received a letter from 
Rajeeblochun Roy father and surety of Shibnaram, dated the 9th 
Sawon (23d July 1824) stabng that he became very uneasy on bearing 
the news from his second son Gungah Naram whom he blamed 
for bis having returned to inform him without malang any comraum 
cabon to Radhaprusad Roy and he continues to say matters cannot 
be managed if concealed from Radhaprusad Rajiblochnn Roy 
represents Ramdhun (the Deputy Treasurer) as the author of the cm 
benlement he begs in the same letter that Radhaprusad Roy would 
prevail upon the Collector to delay for two months the sending for 
any Gentleman to act for him This letter was wntten in Rajib- 
lochun Roy s own band was shown me before 1 left Burdwan and 
has 1 am informed been laid before the Magistrate 

34 I might point out other incoaautenmes of a similar land but 
I think It unnecessary to enter more parbcularly into a matter that has 
been put m the course of Judicial invcsbgabon before the Magiitrate 
Sind I hope that from what 1 have already stated the Board will take 
a fair and impartial view of the subject * 
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208. Letter from the Secretary, Government T. D , to the Board of Reve- 
nue asking to expedite transmission of the required explanations from Mr 
DIgby on the Burdwan embezzlement aflafr. (15 October, 1824). 

Sir, 

With reference to the orders of Government, dated the 24th 
Ultimo, I am directed by the Governor General in Council to requ(Bt 
that the Board will expedite as much as possible the transmission of 
the explanations required from Mr Digby on the 17th Ultimo * 

209. Board’s letter In reply to the above With Enclo (19 October, 1824 ) 
My Lord, 

In continuation of the communication made by our Acting Secre- 
tary under date the 14th Ultimo We have now the honor to submit 
for the consideration and orders of your Lordship in Council Copies 
of the answers furnished by Mr Digby Collector of Burdwan under 
date 22d Ultimo and 9th Instant to the several points touching his 
Official conduct contained in the Reports of the Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs dated the 14th of August last and 
10th Ultimo 

2d We were prevented reporting to your Lordship in Council 
on Mr Digby’s first answer dated 22d September as we had the day 
preceding it’s reaching us called upon him to furnish whatever ex- 
planation he had to ofier in answer to those parts of Mr Molony’s 
second report (dated the 10th Ultimo) which touched his Official 
conduct and it appeared to us that as well in justice to Mr Digby 
as with the view of preventing unnecessary trouble and confusion it 
would be better for us to wait and include in one address to Govern- 
ment our consideration of both Mr Digby’s answers whenever they 
would have been received . 

3d Previous to discussing Mr. Digby’s answers it is also nece- 
ssary to observe that there are parts of them which under other 
circumstances would induce us to call for further explanation as well 
as to enquire for records he has referred to but with advertence to 
his present state of Health requiring that he should proceed to sea 
as soon as may be possible. It does not seem to us either advisable 
or necessary that further delay should be incurred 

4th A more unsatisfactory explanation than that submitted by 
Mr Digby m extenuation of the disorder and confusion of his Office 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 19 Oct , 1824, No 12G 
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can hardly be imagined We think it has been satiifactonly ahewn by 
?4r Dinby • thoic paitfl of Mr Molony a reporta which give cir 
cumatanbal evidence of the condition of Mr Digby a 
P*i« Ofiice that the moat objectionable confusion and 

irregularity has prevailed not recently but for a long time and that the 
superintendence and diacipline which it was Mr Digby a duty person 
ally to maintain for the regulabon of hia Office and for the controul 
of his native Officera haa been moat indiscreetly and reprehenaibly 
neglected 


5th Previous to receiving Mr Digby a answera we were inclined 
to think (and we therefore told him to) that this anonymous Petition 
was not wholly untrue and that if the enquiry we had condibonally 

M 4 3 6 pjTM directed had been at the time vigilantly and 

mmer dated 22d , . , » i i t 

UlUmo and 13 14 * zealously conducted it might have been the means 
Inrtim preventing the recent embezzlement of the 
ctanr^^^^prefiffTed public money But we now rcbact this Opinion 
rmack Lall On more mabrre dchberabon and with xefeience 

Pett* to the party apint which has long prevailed at 
Burdwan between Mr Digby a nabve Officers and 
the Rajah and his Omlah to the complexion of the evidence adduced^ 
and to the circumstances of the parbea concerned at the lime of the 
enquiry conducted by the Superintendent and Remembrancer of 
Legal Affairs contrasted with Mr Digby a havmg thnee aolemnly 
aaserted that be did personally examme and find correct the state of 
his Treasury and that ho did ascertain that the other allegabona in the 
Pebbon were unfounded we have no hesitation in believing Mr 
Digby and more pnrbcularly as we entirely concur in opinion with 
him that the anonymous Pebboner would not have faded to mform 
the Board if Mr Digby had as has been staled by the deposibons 
taken wholly misconducted the enquiry directed and deceived the 
Board by a false report 

6th But Mr Digby is much to blame for having omitted to supply 
the Board with the full and parbcular report which ho promised should 
follow his letter of the 7th June 1023 and his exaplanabon atlempUng 
to account for this omission appears to us quite inadmissible 

7th The error m the statement of the Number of Bank Notes in 


Vido llUi Pai, of Mr Treasury we have supposed vras occasioned as 

lOihsIp")^^ Digby represents by the wntcr inadvertently 

writing Twenty two instead of Twenty three Bank 
Notes as if othervnsc the sum Total vroidd have been mcorrect 

8th It IS we think sabsfactonly shewn that Mr Digby (as has been 
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recently established against other Collectors) has neglected to visit his 

Treasury with the frequency consistent with a zealous discharge of this 

important part of his duty He in general terms 
7ili 8 9 10 II 12 , , , , ^ 

13 14 30ih & 40 says he made it a rule to examine his Treasury 

every Month but that m May last he was compell- 
ed by ill health to discontinue that duty In^ke 
manner he states it was his practise to sign regularly the daily Treasury 
accounts adding that without examining his records he is unable to say 
with certainty for what reason this necessary precaution may have 
been omitted or since when, and he excuses himself for having kept 
no register of Bank Notes by pleading that this useful record was 
omitted by his Predecessors. Combining Mr Digbys admissions with 
the fact of the very large embezzlement, with the delay in the remit- 
tance of the Treasure to Moorshedabad and with the declarations of 
the Treasurer — we are satisfied that Mr Digby’s Treasury had not the 
advantage of his personal vigilance and protection 

9th Several times Mr Digby in extenuation of his conduct pleads 
that he was prevented by ill health from the performance of particular 
duties without appearing at all to advert to the obvious aggravation he 
gives to his Official omissions by shewing that he was conscious of his 
inefficiency and yet concealed it from his Superiors to whom it was 
his duty to have immediately reported it On this score we consider 
Mr Digby on his own admission was particularly culpable at the 
period he was required to make a remittance to Moorshedabad He 
states *‘at the time of receiving orders to remit two Lacs of Rupees to 
Moorshedabad I was laboring under severe bodily suffering so as to 
be almost unable to attend to my business even although brought to 
my notice by my native Omla &ca 

10th We have no hesitation in declaring we do not find on the 
face of any part of the record of the enquiry into the embezzlement of 
the public Treasure from the Burdwan Treasury the smallest reason to 

doubt Mr. Digby’s integrity But at the same time 
we have no hesitation in declaring that nothing 
short of a most blameful supineness where acti- 
vity and zeal were particularly incumbent could 
have prevented Mr. Digby from discovering that 
the delay which occurred in making the Moorshedabad remittance 
could only be occasioned by a deficiency m his Treasury 

1 1 th The investigation into the circumstances of this delay is not 
sufficiently searched and sifted for us to give any opinion further than 
that we consider Mr Digby’s explanation wholly unsatisfactory and 


Vide enclosed letter 
from Accountant to 
the Board dated 1 8th 
September & Enclo- 
sures 
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that on hi8 own shewing he is exceedingly blarneful on this point of 
the enquiry 

1 2th In lilce manner the information respecting the qualiGcation 
and fitness of Mr Digby s Treasurer for the discharge of his Official 
duty IS so contradictory ond irreconcilable that it is extremely difficult 
for^s to from any opinion The Treasurer's declarations are evident 
ly influenced by a desire to emancipate himself from responsibility 
and therefore not entitled to Confidence j opposed to the other infor- 
raation of this Treasurer s total incapacity we find Mr Digby’s 
repeated and solemn assurances of his fitness His father quietly 
consenting at his son’s security to make good the whole embezzle 
ment and which is ahll more extraordinary with reference to the 
uninterrupted rancour which subsisted between Mr Digby s native 
Officers and the Rajah’s Omiah during the long period this native was 
Mr Digby 8 Treasurer no pebtion or representation was ever made 
to the Board to his prejudice nor is any such charge contained m 
Sunnuck Lall Tewarry a anonymous Petition 

13th It IS to be inferred we think that Sheebnaram was not an 
intelligent experienced Treasurer but that he was so unfit as has been 
stated or that he could not discharge the duties of a Treasurer does 
not appear to us sufficiently 

Mth The dependants and relations of Rammohun Roy and 
Radbapersaud Roy do not appear to have been so numerous m Mr 
15 16 17 18 19 should have abused their 

20 21 22 23 24 25 official influence bad Mr Digby s supenntendance 
been vigilant and active when the Covenanted 
princ^>»lly rdatioru pubhc Officer 18 supine and inattentive and more 
^ particularly when as in the present case the 
Rammobtm Roy Collector places an indiscreet and oncontrouled 

confidence m any particular native Officers such for instance as Mr 
Digby most injudiciously granted to Radbapersaud Roy the subordmate 
native Officers generally must to retain their Office imphcitly submit 
to the native Officer so disbnguished This state of things will 
not sustain any vanabon from the subordinate Officers not bemg 
relatives of the favored Officers TTie fact is their pay is too 
inconsiderable for the appearance they support and they have all 
biflmg perquisites which Radhapersaud Roy or any other favored 
nabve Officer could at any bme direct to their dismission from 
employment 

1 5th The establishment of the Burdwan Collectorship is under 
our consideration and we have already m our Secretary s letter of 
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ihc l*^lh Ulttmo mentioned our reasons for sanctioning the dismission 

of Dcbnarain Bose tlic former Scrishtadar. 

16th Without cvplaining satisfactorily how the examination was 

conducted Mr Digby in the most unqualified manner declares that 

3Ut 32 nnne- Radhapcrsaud Roy was not even present at the 
Iioninp Kntllinpcr- 


rniicl Ro\>< coiuliic- 
tinp nn rxmiinntioM 
nt lltnl period nccejrl- 
in« Rndlnpcr^.mds 
rcniRnntiou 


present 

examination Purthcr enquiry might elucidate 1^is 
point and other material matter connected with this 
j,asc which remains doubtful, but with reference to 
Mr Digby ’s stale of health requiring that he should 
proceed to sen as well as to the probability of the ultimate issue of 
further enquiry shewing only what is already sufficiently apparent viz 
that Mr. Digby ‘s Superintendence and controul over his Office and 
native Officers has been so relaxed as to leave his Office and his 
Official responsibility almost entirely at their mercy We do imagine any 
information would be obtained by further inquiry which would 
compensate for the trouble and delay which would be unavoidably 
occasioned. 

17th. The explanation afforded by Mr Digby for accepting at 
such a particular period Radhapersaud Roy’s resignation we observe 
with regret is very unworthy and if he had no better excuse to offer 
it would have been more creditable had he admitted he had been 
guilty of an error in judgement and that he should not have accepted 
the resignation. 

18th. The foregoing observation applies still more strongly to the 

explanation given by Mr Digby on these points 

coving forged notes of the enquiry with this addition that the excuse 

and notes of private offered IS quite absurd and in point of fact untrue 
Banks into nis 1 rea- 

sury. Mr Digby perfectly knows that he is equally with 

the Treasurer and his surety responsible for the condition of his Treasury 
and that it is quite impossible as long as he adequately and faithfully 
fulfils his duty that forged notes and the notes of private Banks can 
be paid m liquidation of the public revenue without his kno\vledge 

19th The informality of the Security Bond taken from the Treasurer 
34th Paragraph does not now need any particular notice as it has 

perfectly sufficed to secure the realisation of the large sum embezzled 
20lh That one public sale was irregularly held in the verandah of 
his private house Mr Digby admits he also admits that he transacted 

, , , other public business at his private house and as it 

35th (36 40 already , r i t J 

noticed) 36 37 38 has been made quite manitest his superintendence 

39 & 41 Paras Office was defective in the highest degree 

ltdoes not appear to us to be of any importance that we do not clearly 
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find Cither jn the enquiry or in bi» cxplonotionfl with whnt degree of 
infrequeocy he visited his Cutcheny 

21it The explanations offered are unsatisfactory the abhary and 
Stamps m common with the other Departments of his Colleclorship 
Mr Digby has entirely neglected and independent 
of the papers under consideration we have others 
received from the present actmg G>lIector which 
leave no doubt in our mmd that the disreputable 
conduct of the eblcany and the stamp Darogahs in 
the discharge of their public duty at no time received from Mr Digby 
any adequate or useful check or controul We do not apprehend the 
mconvemence antiapated by Mr Digby will be incurred from the 
Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs having whilst on 
deputation at Burdwan given up to the security of the Treasurer his 
Security Bond as our best exerbons will be employed to prevent any 
ill consequences from this proceeding at the same tune we regret this 
measure so exclusively belonging to our }unsdichon and discretion 
should have been adopted without a previous reference or even any 
inbmation to us 

22d We do not find any thing in Mr Digby^s second answer 
to mduce us to alter the conclusion at which we arrived after a consi 
deration of his first answer We still are of opinion that Mr Digby s 
culpabihty consists solely and entirely m his having placed a most 
reprehensible confidenbe in Radhapersaud Roy and others his nabve 
Officers and in his allowing them to the total neglect of the personal 
controul vigilance and discipline he was bound to exercise in the dis 
charge of his public duty a hcence and discretion in the fulfilment of 
their Official obligabons which afforded them (as might be expected) 
the most complete opportunity for gross corrupbon and every other 
deicnpbon of abuse of Office 

23rd With reference to much of the matter in Mr Digby ^s 
second answer having been nobced by us m our considerabon of his 
first answer and to no part of his second answer appearmg to us to 
absolve him at all from the very repreheasive neglect of duty which 
we think has been satisfactorily proved nor to exculpate him m a 
greater degree than we have stated It does not appear to us neces- 
sary as far as concerns the decision we are required to give on Mr 
Digby s Official conduct to enter into a detailed considerabon of the 
arguments of his second answer 

24th We ore of opinion your Lordship in Council expects us to 
form and pronounce a decision how for m our judgement Mr Digby s 


Answer dated 9th 
OeWbor 2. 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 II 12 
13 14 15 and the 
remaining para 
graphs* 
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oflicial Cl edit and Character has suffered from the enquiry which has 
been instituted and that we should exceed our duty were we to 
extend our investigation any further. 

25th. The degree to which the Native officers of the Buidwan 
Collectorship aie culpable as well in regard to their corruption as to all 
the circumstances of their neglect of duty will only we imagine be 
fully disclosed and perfectly appreciated whenever the Judicial 
enquiries into their conduct now conducting shall have been com- 
pleted it IS sufficient therefore at present to observe that the Acting 
Collector very properly considers the greater part of them unworthy 
his confidence and proposes supplying their places wif^ more 
deserving individuals. 

26lh. The communication of our sentiments on the points of a 
general nature discussed by Mr Molony in the 33d and following 
Paras of his letter to the Government under date the llth Ultimo, 
we propose to submit hereafter m a distinct address 

the 19th October (Signed) J. Pattle 

1824 „ W. Trower 

Members 

P S The original papers leceived with Mr Mackenzie’s letter of 
the 17th Ultimo, are herewith returned, and we submit herewith, as 
promised in the 7th Paragraph of our Acting Secretary’s letter of the 
1 4th Ultimo, an abstract translation of the anonymous petition, 
purporting to be from one Sunnuck Loll Tewarry, accompanying this 
report-anonymous Petitions are generally rejected by the Board, but, 
on this occasion, our Senior Member issued conditional orders to the 
Collector requiring him to make enquiry * 

Encio . 

Abstract of an anonymous petition forwarded to the Board of 
Revenue in the Lower Provinces and in the preamble purporting to 
be from Sunnucklal Tewarry 

The Petition in making known to the Board the malpractices of 
Radapershad Roy Peishkar of the Collectorship of Burdwan begs to 
state the following particulars 

First Debnarain Bose the Seristadar was an old & faithful 
servant of the Government and never was guilty of the slightest 
misconduct, but Radapershad (who accompanied the Collector to 

* Board of Revenue, Procgs. 19 Oct., 1824, No 13 
58 
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this distnct in order to enrich hiraaclf at the expense of the public 
mtereatfl and to eatnblish himself in the place of Debnaram Bose 
connived at a pehtion being presented to the Collector informing him 
of the absence of Debnaram from Kutcheny which was ordered to 
be deposited in the Office till an enquiry could be made 

Secondly The Collector a Treasury now will be found not to 
contain the amount of cash stated to be in it and which is earned to 
daily account in as much as there came from the commercial fac 
tones of Humpaul and Radanuggur two assignments on the Collector 
each to the amount of a lack of Rupees, but although were more 
or less^fcthree lacs exhibited in the public accounts as being in 
the treasury yet but one lac was actually in the treasury available 
for these assignments the remainder having been appropnnlcd 
by Radapershad, through the connivance of Sheebnarain the 
Treasurer to his own use for instance Radapershad fictibously 
purchased at the annual rate. Lot Mohunpore for the sum of ninety- 
five thousand Rupees and paid for it with the public money the 
Treasurer Shibnaram whom the Board first disapproved bemg appom 
ted to the situatioa of Treasurer on account of his mmonty and 
mcompetency succeeded m getting confirmed m the situation thro 
the influence of RadapersKaud (who entirely controls and manages the 
business of the Kutcherry) the latter havmg taken from him a bribe 
of 18 000 Rupees to gam him the situabon of Treasurer— subsequently 
to this Radapershad embezzled 30 or 40 000 Rupees of the pubhc 
money his charge against Juggut Bullub Nundee with owing to the 
public Treasury 1 1 000 Rupees u cnbrely false — the parbculars are 
there Radapershad received charge from this Darogah of all his 
accounts counted every sheet of stamp paper in store took the each 
balance of paper sold the Keys of the Godown and of the chests &ca 
and made the Darogab accountable for 300 and odd Rupees and 
placed the Keys under the charge of R£unchunder Gungolee — * 
Radapershaud turned the Darogah out of hu situabon m consequence 
of his not making good to him some pecuniary contiderabon, which 
he had promised and subsbtuted in his room Ramhurree Mitter, a 
Mookhtar of his without informing the Board of the circumstance 
Radapershaud separated stamps to the value of 1 1 000 Rupees as the 
porbon he had appropriated to himself he sold along with the pubbe 
sale of paper at the Knlcherry or otherwise and embezzled the pro- 
ceeds it 18 doubtful whether more than two or four thousand Rupees 
IS to be found as the proceeds of the paper of which Radapershad 
took a part and of which he embezzled the sale proceeds 
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4lh. The inferior Jummn now realized, on account of the abkarree 
Mchnl, 11 nscnbablc to Radapershad c\torling from four to eight 
Rupcei from every Mofussil v'cndcr of spirits. 

5lh Mr. Elliot (when he was Collector of the district and just 
before his return to Europe) required all those who had had money 
long in deposit in his Treasury to attend at the Kutcherry and receive 
it, and in the event of the death of the Principals for then heirs to 
attend but Radhapershnd got a set of worthless People to take from 
him forged powers of Attorney for the purpose of applying for the 
return of this cash and thus embezzled it himself 

I he Petitioner urges that he has detailed these circumstances, 
under the hope, that they may be investigated, and states they are 
caj>able of being proved if the enquiry' be conducted by the Judge, or 
bj any OHiccr, but the Collector, and that if the Board do not con- 
sider it cvpcdicnt to call for enquiry into what he has stated he shall 
feel It necessary to make known the particulars to the Government 

(Signed) T Wyatt 

Actg Sub Secy 


Order: 

Altho this anonymous Petition has been received by Dawke still, 
vv'ith reference to the very serious accusations it contains, Ordered 
that this Petition be sent to the Collector in order that the Collector 
may, if he thinks the Petition true, institute an enquiry, and if he 
thinks it false acquaint the Board with his opinion. 

3d June 1823 


210. Board’s letter to the Offg Collector of Burdwam re: Ramlochun 
Dutt and Debnarain Bose (19 October, 1824). 

Ordered that the following letter be written to the Acting 
Collector of Burdwan 

To Acting Collector of Burdwan 

(No 3663) 

Ramlochun Dutt Sherishtadar of 
Hidgellee. 


Sir, 

I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed 
copy of a Petition presented by the above named 
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together with the copiej of certificates of good 
character and official qualificalionB given to him 
on vanous occasions by his OflScial stipcnors with 
the intention of making you acquainted with this 
Native Officer a prelensious wishes in order that you 
may Unless you have already selected a more capa 
ble and more fit person propose hii being appointed 
successor to Koonjbaharry Roy late Shenstadar of 
your office 

2d The Board direct me to observe they are entirely con 
vmced would not have considered Debnarain Bose deserving 
of their confirmation had you been aware that^ independent of 
his having been removed by these orders on a considerabon of 
a reference made by the Collector of your district and the papers 
which accompanied it He had previously suffered considerably m the 
Board a confidence when engaged in reviewing the conduct of Dabec 
pershaud Strear formerly Treasurer of your Office 

3d In conclusion I am directed to state that the Board are 
particularly anxious that the Successor to Koonjbeharry Roy shall be 
an individual who has hitherto had no connection ivith either yoiir 
Native Officers your distnct or n s zumeendars m order to pro 
vent, as far as is possible the recurrence of the hostility confusion 
libgabon and trouble which has alternately existed as the principal 
Officers of your Elstabhsbment have been connected with or opposed 
to the Landed proprietors of your district * 

211 Rsply of thsiOflg Oolitotoref Burdwan to ths atiove (is Ootobtrf 
1124) 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date 19th Instant with its enclosed petihon and certificates 
of good character in favor of Ramlochun Dutt Shenshtadar of 
Hidjeleo and in reply beg to slate my willingness to accept of his 
service m the capacity of Shenstadar of this CoUectorship 

2d With respect to Dobnaram Bose 1 have to state that since his 
nomination by mo I have found him most attentive m life performance 
of hit duties and well versed in revenue matters and previously 
to the receipt of the letter under acknowledgement I was ignorant 
of his having forfeited the confidence of the Board on any other occa 

* Board of Rerotioe Proegt 19 Oct , 1624 No 14 to 16 
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Sion limn that of Ins dismissal. The final rooboocaree indicated the 
Boards confitmalion of his removal on the Grounds of the Collectors 
want of confidence in him,^ 

212. Letter from the Oflg. Collector of Burdwan in reply to that of tho 
Board transmitting the required copy of petition of Tahoordass Hutteo 
(27 October, 1824). 

Sir. 

1 ha\ c the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under 
dale 24th Ultimo, and in reply beg to transmit an Abstract translation 
of the Petition presented to me by Takoordoss Hauttee and also copies 
of the Proceedings. t 


Enolo: 

An Abstract Translation of the Petition of Takoordoss Huttee In- 
habitant of Ramporc Pergunnah Mozuffershye Chowkee Balkissen — 
Petitioner states that Baboo Radhapersaud Roy Peshkar of the 
Burdwan Collcctorship having taken bribes to the great detriment of 
the property and subjects of the Honble Companys he (Petitioner) as a 
faithful subject represented the details in a durkhaust which he pre- 
sented to the Magistrate who after having made enquiries referred the 
said Durkhaust for investigation to the Collector — On Petitioners 
attending the Collector’s Kutcherry Radhapersaud Roy caused 4 or 
five peadas to assault and otherwise maltreat him he consequently 
informed the Magistrate. — The Collector did not to the best of his 
knowledge investigate the charges specified in the Durkhaust — subse- 
quently the Peshkar embezzled nearly a lack and a half of Rupees — 
Petitioner now begs that the former Durkhaust may be again taken 
into consideration and that he will be able to establish the charges of 
corruption J 

213 Letter from the Offg. Collector of Burdwan in reply to that of the Board 
re. the adoption of certain measures In the Burdwan Collectorship (27 October, 
1824.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt pf your letter under 
date 24th Ultimo approving of the removal of five native officers as de- 
tailed m 2d Paragraph. 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs 29 Oct , 1824, No 26 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs 4 January, 1825, No. 10 
J Board of Revenue, Proegs 4 January, 1825, No. II 
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2d In reply to the 3d Paragraph of your letter# I beg to state 
’when the Abcaree Tehsildar and Stamp Darognh were committed fo 
the Gvil Jail after the adjustment of their accounts I immediately 
inshtutod enquines mto the nature of thenr security Bonds and the 
means of their respective Secunties for making good the dehciency 
exhibited against the abovenamed officers the result of these enquines 
IS as follows — The Security of the late Abharee Teshildar pioases 
set not a Beegah of land tho in the schedule of the Bond landed 
property to the value of 8500 Rupees is pledged the surety being 
Jugguth Mittcr late Chakran Mohurir In my reply to the plaint 61cd by 
Govmd nersaud Roy 1 detailed this fnrefaced fraud it being calculated 
to exhibit this said Tuhsildar in his true colours 

3d With respect to Ram Hurry Mitter the late Stamp Darogah 
1 regret to state that with hts sureties difficulties also anse they are 
Obcchum Dutt Doorgapersaud Sain and Lolchand Sarcar the two 
later inhabitants of tCishenagur Pergunnab Jahanabad Zillab Hoogbl> 
and the former of Radanagur of the same Pergunnah and Ziilah I first 
duected the Collector of Hooghly to enqmre of the property pledged 
belonged to the securities in quesUoo the Hooghly Collectors reply 
states that the aforesaid sureties deny bavmg become secunty for 
Ramhurree Mitter late Stamp Darogah 1 have now summoned the 
Witnesses to in whose presence the Bond was drawn up and 
separately signed by the three individuals Obeebum Dutt Doorga 
persbaud Same and LoU chand Sucar# m order that 1 may satisfy 
myself as to the truth or falsehood of this denial The result of these 
cnqvnncs shall be brought to the notice of the Board with the least 
practicable delay— In tho mean tune 1 beg to favor me with any ins- 
tnichons that they may deem expedient for me to adopt * 

Poard • Orderi 

Ordered that a copy of the Board's Persian Proceedings dated the 
15th Instant be transmitted to the Actmg Collector of Burdwan for his 
information and guidance 

114, Board I [stttr In reply to that Of ths OfTg collsetor of Durdsnin r#i 
nomination of certain otnesrs to ihs Burdaran Oollsotorshlp (19 October, IBM) 

Sir 

1 am duected by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter dated 18th ultimo with its enclosure detailing tho 

of RaTcnoe Proep 29 April, 1825, Uo 14 
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noininnlions made by you of several persons to vacant situations m 
j our Office. 

Prc\ iou':l> to pas-^inn any final Orders on these nominations the 
Board desire that j ou will slate the age of each of the Individuals 
selected by iou for the situations in question also their past employ- 
incnl in those eases where j'ou ha\c not already adverted to it The 
Board likc\Msc desire that you will forward for their approval the 
prescribed security Bonds on the part of llic Treasurer accompanied 
b\ the usual and required information regarding the sureties and their 
Property.*^ 

0 

215. Goartl's tetter (o llio Superintendent of Legal Affairs re* Govindpersaud 
Roy’s plaint (29 Octoiier, 1624.) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the 
enclosed Petition of Plaint filed in the zillah Court of Burdwan by 
Govindpersaud Roy late Abkarrcc Darogah against the Collector 
together with a copy of n report dated the 23d ultimo by the Collector 
on the subject of the Plaint and of the Draft of the Answer proposed 
bj' him to be filed in the suit. 

2d As this suit IS connected with the enquiry which you lately 
conducted at Burdwan and as Government has desired that the several 
prosecutions recommended in your reports should be conducted under 
your Superintendence I am directed by the Board to request that you 
will submit for their information whatever suggestions you consider 
adviscablc m regard to the proposed answer and in which you will 
be pleased to make any alterations which may appear necessary with 
reference to the other Proceedings in progress 

3d You arc requested to return to the Board the Original Plaint 
now enclosed f 

216 Board's letter In reply to that of the Offg Collector of Burdwan re: 
his proceedings. (29 October, 1824) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated the 27th ultimo with the Proceedings mentioned 
in it relative to the records of your Office and the misconduct of 
several of the Native Officers attached to it. 


* Board of Revenue, Proegs 29 Oct, 1824, No 21 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs 29 Oct , 1824, No 23 
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2d Previously lo passing any final Orders in regard to ihc charges 
against your Native O/Hcera the Board tJesire that they may be 
required to state specifically such explanation as they may have to 
offer of their conduct and you will subsequently be pleased to forvrard 
the whole Proceedings in the case to the Board accompanied by 
abstract Translations in English * 

217 Board s lottsr In reply to that Of the offg Colliotorof Burdwin roi 
Rimloehun Dutt (29 October 1624) 

Sir 

I amfhrected to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 25th 
Instant 

This vfill be delivered to you by Ramlochun Dull who ivill on 
receipt of your Orders to that effect assume charge of the duties of 
senshtadar of your Office f 

118 Board Blitter to the Offg Oollsotor of Burdiran Informing of the 
tsavi grsnted to Mr DIgby (16 November 1824) 

Sir 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to acquaint yon that the 
Right Honble the Governor General in Counal was pleased on the 
29th Ultimo to permit Mr John Digby Collector of Burdwan to 
proceed to the Cape of Good Hope for the benefit of bis health and 
to be absent on that account for a period of twelve months t 

210 Litferfrore th« Supsrfnttndsnt of Legal Affairs in reply lo that of 
ths Board r«i Qovlndpertaud Roy s out (16 Noveriberi 1824) 

Sir 

In reply to your letter of the 29th Ulbino and it s enclosures 
relabve to the above case I beg to propose that no steps shall at 
present be taken to answer the BcbOD> because the Pebbon which 
the Judge has sent is only a common one on an 8 annas stamp and 
I do not think xt expedient to file any answer on the part of Govern" 
ment unbl the Plainbff has regularly entered his plaint 

2 All that need be done at present is to inform the Judge that 
the Board refuse to enter into any terms with the Pebhoner but that 
he is at bberty to file a regular plaint against Government if he deems 


* Bowd of Ro»em» Procgi 29 Oct 1524 No 25 
t Bo«rd of Rerentw Proegt 29 Oct 1824 No 27 
t Record* of tte Burdwan CoUoctoralo Vol 133 
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fit so to do, and in that event the acting Collector will, when regular- 
ly called on by the Court, be prepared to file an answer. 

5d. 1 beg the Collector may be directed to inform me immediately 

that he is called on for his answer, at the same time sending me 
a Copy of tlic Regular plaint in order that I may forward such an 
answer as may satisfactorily rebut it. 

•Ith. The Papers wdiich accompanied your Letter are for the 
present returned.'’ 

220 Board's Instructions to the Offg Collector of Burdwan re: 
Govindpersauri Roy's ease (to November, 1824 ). 

Ordered that the follownng instructions be issued to the Ofiiciatii^ 
Collector of Burdis'an 

To Officiating Collector of Burdwan 

No 4341 
Sir, 

With reference to jmur Letter dated the 23d September last 
reporting on the Petition filed m the zillah Court of Burdwan by 
Govindpershaud Roy, and transmitting a Draft of the Answer which 
you would propose to file to allegations by the Petitioner, I am desired 
to transmit to you, for your information the accompanying Copy of 
a Letter to my address from Superintendent and Remembrancer of 
Legal Affairs dated the 16th Instant 

2d. The necessary communication will be made by the Board to 
the zillah Court, with reference to the suggestion contained in the 
second paragraph of the Superintendents Letter, and you are desired 
to inform Mr Molony when you may be called upon to answer any 
regular plaint on the subject of the present Petition which may be 
filed by Govind Pershaud, and at the same time to forward a Copy 
of the Plaint to Mr Molony for the purpose stated by him f 

221 Board’s letter to the Judge at Burdwan re; Govindpersaud Roy’s 
oase. (19 November, 1824). 

Sir, 

With reference to the Communication made to you in my Letter of 
the 3 1st August last No 3341 lam directed by the Boaid of Revenue 
to transmit to you the accompanying Copy of a Letter to my address 
from the Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs dated 
the 1 6th Instant 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs. 19 Nov , 1824, No 308 

t Board of Revenue, Proegs. 19 Nov , 1824, No 309 
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2d The Board concurring in the view of the cnic taken by the 
Supenntendent the Pclihoner Govind Pershaud will of course if he 
deems fit file a regular plaint against Government when the Collector 
on being called upon by the Court will be prepared to file a suitable 
answer to rebut the complainant s allegations 

The Petition of Govind Pershaud is returned enclosed * 

122 Board s Utter to the ong Cotkotor of Burdwan rei Radhapcrtaud Roy s 
petition (IB Deoember, 1824) 

Radahpnrsaud Pebtioner 
Sir, 

(r 1 am directed to transmit a copy of a Pctihon presented to the 
Board by the abovcnamcd and to require you to conform to the order 
thereon passed 

You will be pleased the Board direct to make the Pebtioner ac 
quainted with the order that has been passed and you will whenever 
he shall furnish stamp paper for the purpose without delay cause the 
copies of Papers he requires to be given to him or his authorised 
representabve t 

223 Board s rspty to tbs Utter of ths Offg. Oolleotor of Burdwan rsi Takoor- 
date Huttes (4 January, 1I28) 

Takoordass Hultee 

Sir 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated the 27th October last forwarding a translahon 
of the Pebbon presented to you by the abovenamed, and the Proceed 
mgs called for in Mr Acting Secretary Trotter s letter of the 24th 
September last 

In reply 1 am desired to transmit to you the enclosed copy of the 
Board 8 Proceedmgs on the above case and you are requested to 
conform to the order passed thereon t 

224 Letter from Ihs OfTg Colisqtor of Burdwsn In rsply to that of tbs Board 
rsi tbs appcintmsnt of oertain nstlvs omosra to his ones. (4 January 1620 ) 

Sit 

In reply to your letter under dote 20th Ulhmo touching the appoml 
ment of certain nahve officers m this office I have the honor to state 
with reference to the 2d Paragraph that Ramlochun Dutt was only a 

BowdofRerena Procgi l9Nor 1824 No 310 
t Board of Rerenoe Prt>c«i 17 Doc 1824 No 4 
I Board of Rom no Pi o cg i 4JonTiai7 1825, No 12 
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temporary slicnshtadar consequently his resignation or dismissal rests I 
presume with me alone, — having stated thus much for the information 
of the Board I send herewith a copy of the Resignation which was ten- 
dered by him to avoid a dismissal from a situation, the duties of which 
he was not qualified to discharge he is a respectable and trustworthy 
Officer on which account alone I tolerated his continuance in office 
under the hope that the result of his Predecessor Debnarain Boses 
appeal to the Right Honorable the Governor General m Council would 
have been a restoration to the appointment 1 had nominated him to, 
and which he held for so many years under former Collectors this also 
contributed in a good deal to the Delay that occurred m acquainting 
the Board with Mirza Hydcr Allee’s promotion together with his nor^- 
nation having been made at the commencement of the late Holydays 
and my not deeming the charge assigned to him of such vital import- 
ance as to require an immediate reference to the Board. — I have no 
further explanation to offer m reply to the coneludmg part of the 
Paragraph of your letter now under consideration. 

2d. 1 regret the Board attach so much weight to the perfect 

knowledge of the Bangalee language, as specified m 3d Paragraph of 
the letter under acknowledgement for rendering a native Officer quali- 
fied for the situation of sherishtadar m a Collectors Office as it is the 
means of depriving a most deserving Officer of a situation whom I 
with all due deference for the Boards Opinion deem sufficiently 
qualified for the efficient discharge of its duties notwithstanding his 
limited knowledge of the Bangalee language his past services had 
given him much experience in Revenue matters and his respectability, 
education and talents will always ensure him the approbation of any 
European Officer under whom he may serve — he possessed the ex- 
perience, activity and zeal, the want of which so much dissatisfied 
me with Ramlochun Dutt 

3d In conformity with the Boards Orders Mirza Hyder Allee has 
been removed from the temporary situation of sherishtadar and I beg 
to state that I have nominated Gunganaram Ghose m his room and 
have accordingly to solicit the Boards approval of this nomination he 
can speak read and write the Bengallee Language with the utmost 
fluency and has held the situation of Moonshee in this Office since 1818 
and recommended to the Board for approval by Mr Elliot under date 
15th May 1821 I submit his recommendation in conformity with the 
prescribed form — he has tendered responsible security — I forward 
herewith the Order appointing him as Moonshee of this Office for the 
information of the Board* 
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cted by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
r dated the 27th October last forwarding a Iranslabon 
on presented to you by the abovenamed and the Proceed 
for m Mr Acting Secretary Trotter s letter of the 24th 

BSb 

I am desued to transmit to you the enclosed copy of the 
oceedmgs on the above case and you are requested to 
the order passed thereon J 
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iir V a- not ciuahlicd to di-charpc he is n respectable and trustworthy 
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eppr^l to the l^u-ht 1 Kniorablc the Governor General in Council would 
hv\r l^r^rn a rr^toratin.i to the appointment 1 had nominated him to, 
and v.hudi hr held for st many venrs under former Collectors this also 
contiihntrd in a rood deal to tlic Delay that occurred in acquainting 
the B c-*fd With Mi:/'i I Kder Alice's promotion together with his nom^- 
n’^tjon fw-inr i^ren made at the commencement of the late Holydays 
anrl mv not de^minr the charge assigned to him of such vital import- 
aner to rrcpiirc an immediate reference to the Board. — I have no 
fucthcr evpianation to offer in reply to the concluding part of the 
Pararmph of > our letter now under consideration. 

2<l I regret the Board attach so much weight to the perfect 
1 nov.dcdgc of the Bangalec languagc> as specified m 3d Paragraph of 
the letter under acKnowIcdgcmcnt for rendering a native Officer quali- 
fied for the Mlunlion of shcrishtadar m a Collectors Office as it is the 
mean*! of depn. mg a most deserving Officer of a situation whom I 
With all due deference for the Boards Opinion deem sufficiently 
qualified for the c/hcienl discharge of its duties notwithstanding his 
limited knowledge of the Bangalcc language his past services had 
given him much experience in Revenue matters and his respectability, 
education and talents will always ensure him the approbation of any 
Curopcan Officer under whom he may serve — he possessed the ex- 
perience, activity and zeal, the want of which so much dissatisfied 
me with Ramlochun Dutt. 

3d. In conformity with the Boards Orders Mirza Hyder Alice has 
been removed from the temporary situation of shenshtadar and I beg 
to slate that I have nominated Gunganarain Ghose m his room and 
have accordingly to solicit the Boards approval of this nomination he 
can speak read and write the Bengallee Language with the utmost 
fluency and has held the situation of Moonshee in this Office since 1818 
and recommended to the Board for approval by Mr Elliot under date 
15th May 1821 I submit his recommendation in conformity with the 
prescribed form — he has tendered responsible security — I forward 
herewith the Order appointing him as Moonshee of this Office foy th^ 
information of the Board* 
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4th With reference to 5 Paragraph of your letter I have the 
pleasure to auhrait the accompanying papers which will satisfy the 
Board that Moheschunder Bose filled the situation of Collectors 
Mohurcr m the Office at Hooghly and granted leave of absence on 
account of ill health previous to the appointment of this officer 1 made 
such enqumes as satisfied roe on his ability to discharge the duties of 
the situation of head Mohurer and his subsequent services have proved 
him to be possessed of talents which render him a very supenor 
accountant and well versed in all the branches of Revenue accounts* 
P 5 Be pleased to return the Original papers 

325 Board s tettsr to tho ORg. Colleotor of Durdwan Inttmattng approvil 
tf» appofntmsnt of Mfrzs Hydsr Ally (18 February, 1825 ) 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter dated the 
9th Instant with its enclosure and to acquaint you that the Board of 
Revenue have been pleased to sanction your appointing Mirza Hyder 
Ally successor to Radapersaud Roy Naib or 2d Shenshtadar of your 
office t 

316 Utter from the Register of the Ntzsmut Adantut to Qotimment 
traasmlttlng oop*es of a eommunleitlcn and lU tnelosurei (18 February, 1815 ) 

Sn- 

I am directed by the Court of Nizamut Adawlul to transmit to you 
the accompanying copy of a letter from the 
PTe»eQtJH H*rrlnrtoo third Judge of the Calcutta (3ourt of Circuit 
Officlitlng Chioi dated the 8th Instant reporting the completion 
CourtnerSnUtli'Ig^^ second Sessions of 1624 for ZiJiah Burd 

W B M^tln 3 wan together with copies of its English Enclo- 

C, T Se»Iy ") iurea ana to request you wiii lay the same 

H Sh»ketpe*r before the Right Honblc the Governor General 

Offg Judge* ^ , . 

m (^UDCil X 

(Copies) 

To W H Macnaghten Elsqrc 

Register to the Nizamut Adawlut 

_ Fort Wilham 

Sir 

For the mformation of the Ckiort of Nizamut AdavHut I have the 
Cal Ct- of Ct honor to acquaint you that 1 have this day com 

pleted the Jail Delivery of this atapon for the 
second (dalf yearly Sessions of the past year 


t 


Board ^Re^a Procgi 3fjan 1826 No 33/34 
1 ^. Vol 133 No 109 

JudlcUl (Crinjlaal) Proega |7 Match, 1825 No 5 
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2d. The Case that was postponed at the last Sessions has been 
taken up and disposed of Trial No 3 is submitted for the information 
of the superior court 

3d One case has been postponed at the Sessions just completed 
for the reasons stated in the accompanying forms Number 4. 

4th. The prescribed statements numbers 1 & 5 of the Prisoners 
punished and acquitted without reference to the Nizamut Adawlut and 
a blank statement No 2 of the Security Prisoners, are herewith trans- 
mitted together with the copies of the Futwas as required by the 
Circular Orders of the Superior Court dated the 16th August 1822 and 
23d January 1824. 

I am &ca 'D 

Zillah Burdwan, 1 (Sd). C. R Martin 

The 8th February, 1825 / 3d. Judge 

Form No 4 

Calendar of Trials postponed at the present Sessions viz the second 
of 1 824 for Zillah Burdwan 


Number 

of 

Trials 


Names of Piisoners 


Charge 


Grounds of 
Postponement 


10th of 
the Seepy 
Calendar 


21 Sheebnarain Roy 
late Treasurer of 
the Burdwan 
Collectorship 


Radhapurshad 
Roy late 2d 
Sheristadar of 
Ditto 


23 Ramdhun Chat- 
torjea late Naib 
Tieasurci of Di- 
tto 


Sheebnarain Roy for I 
being accessary to and 
conniving at the fraudu- 
lent embezzlement of the 
public money from the 
Collector’s Treasury 
Rs 136,360 8 8 

Radhnpurshaud Roy 
for fraiidulentlj' embezzl- 
ing the nbo\ementioncd 
sum from the Collectors I 
Treasury 

Ramdhun Chatterjea 
for being an nctn o acccs- 
saiy and accomplice in 
the embez/lcment in 
question 


In consequence 
of the non atten- 
dance of the ^Ylt- 
nesscs on the part 
of the Prisoner 
Radhapursliaud 
Ro\ , the case nns 
unavoidablj jiost- 
poned to the iie\t 
Sessions 

The Prisoners 
arc all at large on 
Bail 


24 Ramchand Gan- 
golec late Record 
Keeper of Ditto 


Ramchand Gangoleo 
for being an acccssar\ and 
accomplice in the aboi c i 
embezzlement | 


(Sd) C R Mnrtin 
3d Judge 


Calcutta Court of Circuit 
Zillah Burdwan 
The 8th February 1825. 
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327 Petttkn of Pattumber Ohattorjee to tho Board on hit helns cntmlatad 
from tho Burdaran Colleotorthlp. (00 March 1828) 

Honourable Sira 

Having been diamiaaed from my aituation of head Wnter in the 
office of the Collector of BurdwM under circumitancea of peculiar 
hardship I feel myself obliged to make n humble appeal to your 
lUBtice and entreat your humane attention to the following statement 
of my grievances 

2d I was appointed to tho obove situahon by the Honorable 
Mr Elliot former Collector of Burdwan by whom my salary was 
raised provmg that I discharged my duhes satisfactorily and during 
^e last 10 or 12 years 1 have had the honor to be m the service of 
Government m this and other Districts 1 have received testimonials 
to the propriety of my conduct from various Gentlemen m the Gvil 
Service who as public officers had an opportunity cf judging of me 
which 1 beg leave to submit herewth at one ground of the hope 
entertained by me that after many years diligent attenbon to my 
public dubes 1 shall not be turned ruined and dugraced when 
nothing 18 proved against me 

3d Mr Molony the Gentleman entrusted with the invesbgaUon 
of the late embezzlement in the Treasury at Burdwan and Mr 
Armstrong appomted to offiaate as Collector havmg dunng the first 
4 or 5 days after then arrival at the stahon visited the different 
Departments of the Collectors office 1 attended them from morning to 
sunseb rendenng them every assistance m my power until charge was 
completely given over to them on the 1 1th August Up to that date 
they were both perfectly satisfied with me and even tho day after 
then takmg enhre charge of the office that is on the mornmg of the 
1 2th when 1 waited on Mr Armstrong at his house he conbnued to 
give me dircebons m a gracious manner regarding the dubea he wished 
roe to perform 

4th But in tho meanbme while 1 conbnued with him Mr 
Molony arrived accompanied by one Dobnaram Bose a former 
Senstadar who was removed by order of the Board, notwithstanding 
strong cxerbons were made by Mr Hutchmson the Judge and 
Magistrate to get him restored and maintained m that eituabon unhl 
inbmabon was given by the Board to Mr Hutchmson that the Judge 
and Magistrate should not interfere with the appomtment and removal 
of the Revenue Arolah a fact which you may be pleased to ascertam 
from a relerence to the correspondence which took place between 
your Honorable Board and Mr Hutchmson m the rrjonth of May, 
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June, or July 1823. Aftei Mi Hutchinson had thus endeavoured 
officially to force upon Mr Digby the ColJectoi, a person whom he 
thought quite unworthy of the situation, a coolness existed between 
him and Mr Digby ; and the departure of the latter from the station 
with the arrival of Mr. Molony and Mr. Armstrong, again afForded 
Mr. Hutchinson an opportunity of forwarding the inteiests of 
Debnarain Bose; this man was immediately nominated head 
Seristadar in lieu of Koonjeebehary Roy who without being charged 
with any fault was removed to make room for this Debnarain once 
removed from the same situation 

5th. When Debnarain had acquired such an ascendency, I could 
not expect that he would forget the old difFerence between us, onc^ 
in the time of the Honble Mr Elliot, when I detected and exposed 
his embezzlement of the public money undei the false pretence of over 
charges for countiy stationery, and again during the stay of Mr Digby, 
when I, in defiance of all the intrigues of Debnarain Bose discovered, 
and brought to the notice of the Collector and the Board of Revenue 
the sums of pension which, though due from the Rajah of Burdwan 
(the best patron of Debnarain) according to the agreement entered 
into by the Rajah at the time of the decennial settlement, have never 
since been realized. The former of these facts the Boeird may be 
pleased to ascertain by summoning Ramtunoo Dutt the Seah Nowee 
of the Burdwan Treasury and by a reference to the account sent to 
the Board by the Collector after the dismissal of Davy persaud 
Khajunchee, in which a part of the sum embezzled by Debnarain 
will be found refunded by him, and the latter facts by a letter fiom 
your Secretary to the Collector dated the 9th March 1824 Afterwards 
Debnarain being charged with many other offences (as will be found m 
the two reports of the Collector to the Board dated June 1823) was 
removed from his situation , and being aware that if my services were 
retained, I should be able to make the Gentleman who had taken 
charge of the Revenue affairs, well acquainted with his true character , 
his malicious mind could easily devise a mode of being at once 
revenged upon me, and ridding himself of so inconvenient a witness 
to his corrupt conduct I was therefore accused of being a friend to 
Radhapersaud Roy, — this charge being sufficient with Mr Molony to 
procure the removal of any native officer from his situation, although 
in fact, I received my appointment from a former Collector and have 
only had a short acquaintance with Radhapersaud Roy from our both 
happening to serve at the same station, I never having seen him 
during my whole life till his arrival at Burdwan. 
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6th A Persian proceeding having been prepared m Mr 
Armtlrongs house on the 12th August (which sUlI exista in the 
Records of the Collector) Debnaram hurried over accompanied by 
Messrs Molony and Armstrong to the English office of which I was 
the head earned away the Boohs correspondence and papers 
uncatalogued and unnumbered to Mr Armstrong s house And this 
gentleman without insUtubng any enquiry, immediately took his seat 
upon the Cutcherry Bench accompanied by Debnaram Bose and 
ordered me and others to hear a summary sentence of rum and 
disgrace pronounced upon all of us as follows — • 

Koonjibeharry Roy the Head Senstadar is disqualffied for the 
Revenue business therefore he is suspended Senstadar Lallah 
Madden Gopaul is a fnend of Radhapersaud Roy therefore he is 
dismissed Peturaber Chalterjee the head Writer of the office u 
dismissed and referred to the criminal Court, m consequence of doubt 
arising from the Records in English of his being concerned in the 
embezzlement 

7th Shortly after my dismissal one called Mr Joseph Cadet a 
Wnter m the Poolbundy Department— a partisan of Debnaram Bose 
was appointed to act in my room, while the three other wnters from 
their manifestation of hosbhty towards Radhapersaud Roy were 
permitted to continue m their respective situabons, though they had 
access to the English Records equally with myself 

Your Honblo Bord are well aware that from the nature of my situa 
bon as bead Wnter I had no power or authority by the existing Regula 
bons to search guard or secure or otherwise interfere with the public 
Treasury ray duty being merely to copy out or enter papers according 
to the Collector s dueebons, to translate from the nabve language the 
accounts &ca as drawn out and attested by the Amlah accordmg to 
the established form no sums being either received or disbursed by 
me and 1 therefore humbly implored to be held exempted from any 
responsibility for the defalcahon of the Treasurer If he was disposed 
to embezzle the pnbhc money it mast be evident that he was under 
no necessity to obtam the co operabon of persons hke me who was m 
no respect cormected wiht his Department and consequently had no 
controul over his fraudulent transacbons and he had no conceivable 
inducement to make his guilt known to and offer to share his pro6ta 
With others by which ho would at once dimmish bis gams and increase 
his danger Under these circumstances your Honble Board will be 
pleased to Jadge with what lusbce individuals unconnected with the 
Treasury against whom there was no shadow of proof, except slan 
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derous lepresentations by Debnaram Bose, could be suspected of being 
concerned m the embezzlement 

8th. This Debnaram, so notorious, corrupt as to have no feeling of 
shame, although often beaten by his employers for his delinquencies 
a man who only labours to ingratiate himself with superiors by his 
mean and servile flattery to them, and by backbiting all others 
specially those to whom they are not friendly, was, 1 believe the prin- 
cipal source of the information that fills the great part of Mr Molony’s 
report to Government and those who had the misfortune to be ranked 
among Debnarain’s enemies, for having opposed him and his mal- 
practices, were handed over to the magistrate as criminals. 

9th. Mr. Hutchinson the Magistrate, then produced with greatO 
vigilance and activity to try me and others referred to him as criminals, 
and during a period of about a month almost every day he investigat- 
ed the case, by examining every paper produced by Mr Molony and 
taking the evidence of all the witnesses brought forward by that 
gentleman as well as by the late Treasurer. All this was done without 
omission in presence of, and under cross examination by Mr Molony, 
who only a few years ago used to exercise in the same district both 
judicial and magisterial powers and who never failed to direct his ut- 
most exertion against me and other victims of the vengeance and 
rapacity of Debnaram Notwithstanding this, none of those witnesses, 
however intimidated they appeared under the above circumstances 
uttered a word which might afford the Magistrate the least pretence to 
commit me to take my trial before the Judge of Circuit That gentle- 
man however held me up as a criminal and kept my character under 
suspicion until the 1 4th January 1 825 when he pronounced my release 
stating m his proceedings, that nothing appeared m the course of the 
trial that was calculated to criminate me, that 1 therefore should be 
released but nevertheless expressing his opinion that I was unfit for 
holding any public situation 

10th. Finding myself thus suddenly brought to the brink of ruin 
by being declared unworthy of public trust without any proof against 
me, and robbed of that character 1 had acquired ‘Tjy^^many years dili- 
gent and honest attention to my public duties, I felt compelled from 
the necessity of self vindication to appeal to the Judge of Circuit and 
to lay before that tribunal the authenticated copy of the proceedings 
held by the Magistrate. 

Ilth. The Judge of Circuit after a perusal of the whole of those 
proceedings orderd that he found no fault whatever with me, but that I 
was removed from my situation by the Collector and not by the Magis- 
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6tli A Persian proceeding having been prepared in Mr 
Armslrong 8 house on the I2th August (which still exists in the 
Records of the Collector) Debnaram humed over accompanied by 
Messrs Molony and Armstrong to the English office of which I was 
the head earned away the BooLs correspondence and papers 
uncatalogucd and unnumbered to Mr Armstrong a house And this 
gentleman without instituting any enquiry, immediately took his seat 
upon the Cutcherry Bench accompanied by Debnaram Bose and 
ordered me and others to hear a summary sentence of rum and 
disgrace pronoimced upon all of us as follows — 

Koonjibeharry Roy the Head Senstadar is disqualified for the 
Revenue busmets therefore he is suspended Senstadar Lallah 
Mudden Gopaul is a fnend of Radhapersaud Roy therefore he is 
dismissed Petumber Chalterjee the head Writer of the office is 
dismissed and referred to the criminal Court, m consequence of doubt 
anatng from the Records m English of his hemg concerned m the 
embezzlement-’ 

7th Shortly after my dismissal one called Mr Joseph Cadet a 
Wnter m the Poolbundy Department^a partisan of Debnaram Bose 
was appomted to act m my room, while the three other wnters from 
their manifestation of hosuhty towards Radhapersaud Roy were 
permitted to conbnue m their respective situations, though they had 
access to the English Records equally with myself 

Your Honble Bord are well aware that from the nature of my situa 
hon as head Wnter 1 had no power or authonty by the existing Regula 
bons to search guard or secure, or otherwise interfere with the public 
Treasury my duty being merely to copy out or enter papers according 
to the Collector a direcbons, to translate from the nabve language the 
accounts fitca as drawn out and attested by the Amlah accordmg to 
the established form no sums being either received or disbursed by 
me and I therefore humbly implored to be held exempted from any 
responsibihty for the defeJcation of the Treasurer If ho was disposed 
to embezzle the pubhc money it must bo evident that he was under 
no necessity to obtain the co operabon of peraons like me who was m 
no respect connected wiht his Department and consequently had no 
conboul over his fraudulent bansacbons and he had no conceivable 
inducement to make his guilt known to and offer to share his profits 
With others by which he would at once dimmish hig gains and increase 
his danger Under these circumslances your Honble Board will be 
pleased to judge with what justice individuals unconnected with the 
Treasury, against whom there vras no shadow of proof except slon 
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derous lepresentations by Debnarain Bose, could be suspected of being 
concerned in the embezzlement. 

8th. This Debnarain, so notorious, corrupt as to have no feeling of 
shame, although often beaten by his employers for his delinquencies 
a man who only labours to ingratiate himself with superiors by his 
mean and servile flattery to them, and by backbiting all others 
specially those to whom they are not friendly, was, 1 believe the prin- 
cipal source of the information that fills the great part of Mr Molony’s 
report to Government and those who had the misfortune to be ranked 
among Debnarain’s enemies, for having opposed him and his mal- 
practices, were handed over to the magistrate as criminals. 

9th. Mr. Hutchinson the Magistrate, then produced with greatly 
vigilance and activity to try me and others referred to him as criminals, 
and during a period of about a month almost every day he investigat- 
ed the case, by examining every paper produced by Mr Molony and 
taking the evidence of all the witnesses brought forward by that 
gentleman as well as by the late Treasurer. All this was done without 
omission in presence of, and under cross examination by Mr Molony, 
who only a few years ago used to exercise in the same district both 
judicial and magisterial powers and who never failed to direct his ut- 
most exertion against me and other victims of the vengeance and 
rapacity of Debnarain Notwithstanding this, none of those witnesses, 
however intimidated they appeared under the above circumstances 
uttered a word which might afford the Magistrate the least pretence to 
commit me to take my trial before the Judge of Circuit. That gentle- 
man however held me up as a criminal and kept my character under 
suspicion until the 14th January 1825 when he pronounced my release 
stating in his proceedings, that nothing appeared in the course of the 
trial that was calculated to criminate me, that 1 therefore should be 
released but nevertheless expressing his opinion that I was unfit for 
holding any public situation. 

10th. Finding myself thus suddenly brought to the brink of ruin 
by being declared unworthy of public trust without any proof against 
me, and robbed of that character 1 had acquired ‘'^^^"many years dili- 
gent and honest attention to my public duties, 1 felt compelled from 
the necessity of self vindication to appeal to the Judge of Circuit and 
to lay before that tribunal the authenticated copy of the proceedings 
held by the Magistrate. 

11th The Judge of Circuit after a perusal of the whole of those 
proceedings orderd that he found no fault whatever with me, but that I 
was removed from my situation by the Collector and not by the Magis- 
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trflte and that afl my appointment or removal did not belong to that 
Courti I had the opbon of appealing to the Board of Revenue; if 1 felt 
diisatisGed at the orders of the Collector 

12th In consequence of the decision of the Court of Circuit I 
presented to your Honble Board on the 16th February last a Durlchaust 
in Persian No 150 with a copy of the orders of the Judge of Circuit 
humbly praying for my restoration, and in so doing I placed my entire 
confidence m your Justice regardless of any influence that Mr Molony 
might have with the Revenue authority 

I3th Not having as yet been favoured v/ith an order upon my re 
^resentabon and havmg been given to understand that the Acbng 
Collector of Burdwan has lately applied to your Board for the confir- 
mabon of the appointment of Cadet ICaranee to the situation of Head 
Writer I beg permission to bring my case again to your nobce bust 
mg that you will m considerabon of the grievances I have undeservedly 
endured excuse my frequent interruption 

14th Your Honoumble Board will be pleased to observe; what 
must bo my feelings when I find myself after a long service of about 12 
years turned out of my situabon without any specific charge handed 
over to the Magisbate as a peculator bealed and bound down 
as a pnsoner for five months shamed and despised by enemies 
slighted and forsaken by friends end at last deprived of the silua 
bon which alone aflorded the means of hvelihood by being 
superceded by an enemy whose character and whose pnnciplea will 
be mamiested by the accompanying authenbeated copies No 1 and 
No 2 

15th Under these most grievous circumstances 1 humbly throw 
myself under the protechon of your honourable Board in the sanguine 
hope that you will hsten to the claims of humanity and jusbee and 
thus save an old servant of the Government from desbtubon and 
rmn 

I herewith beg leave to enclose tesbmomals of my character 
according to the accompanying list for your mspeebon and have the 
honour to be with profound respect * 

Honourable sirs 
Your most obedient and 

Calcutta moat faithful servant 

The 30th March 1025 (Signed) Pettumber ChaUerjee 

* Records of ihs Bindwan CoUectormIs Vol 133 
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228 . Supplementary petition of petumber Chatterjee to the Board In 
continuation of the above. 

The Petition of Petumher Chatterjea. 

Honourable Sirs, 

In continuation of my memorial of the 30th Ultimo, beg leave 
to bring another instance of a similar nature to the notice of your 
Honourable Board, humbly entreating your pardon for my frequent 
encroachment upon your valuable time. 

2d. Debnarain Bose, who falsely represented me as a peculator 
of the public Treasury, though unable to substantiate in the least his 
calumnious accusations — defrauded Grovernment annually of a certai® 
sum for several years successively. In the 1212 B. S. he farmed 
Khund Ghose Chakran land fictitiously m the name of another while 
he was in the employ of Government and retained the farm for 
12 years by twice renewing the lease under his official influence 
at almost the same rent. Debnarain when interrogated by the 
Collector on the subject denied his having farmed the chakran land. 
But his treachery has been detected from the public records and 
from the evidence of several witnesses, as will be found m the 
Collectors reports of the 3d May 1823 or 24 and of the 13 or 14 June 
1824. I herewith beg to submit an official copy of SoorufhaZ or state- 
ment authenticated by the signature of the Honourable Mr. Elliot the 
former Collector which was prepared and delivered by the 
Canongoe of Khund Ghose upon a local investigation under the 
directions of the Honourable Mr Elliot. This shews that Debnarain 
was then actually as a farmer in possession of the Khund Ghose 
chakran land — although he had no lease in his name for the 
farm From the circumstance of no proceeding being held by 
Mr. Elliot either rejecting or approving of his tenure of the farm 
or calling upon Debnat Bose for a reply, it may be fairly in- 
ferred that the contents of the statement or at least of the part 
alluded to must have been kept unknown to that gentleman. 
This is another specimen of Debnarains character which I trust 
your Honourable Board will be pleased to examine.^ 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) Petumber Chatterjea. 


* Board of Revenue, Procgs 3 May, 1825, No 35, 
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»9 BMril’f Itttfrr to ttiB OfTg Golltolor of Burdwan transmitting the 
above petitions with [nitniotloni (3 May 

Ordered that the foregoing Pctibon be tranemiUcd to the 
Acting Collector of Burdwan with the following matrucbone^ 

Sir 

I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying English 
Pebtion No 363 presented by Pctumber Chattcrjee together with 
the papers alluded to in it, and to request you vfil! submit a 
report on the circumstances of the case for the informabon of the 
Board as directed by their order inserted on the Pebbon 

You are requested to retain a copy of the Papers herewith 
fiansmUted for the use of your office *nd to return the originals to 
me* 


uo Lsttir from the Orrg Oslisotoror Burdwan to tha Board tubmlttlng 
rsqulrsd sxplanatlont cn the above petition of Petumber Chatterjei Wfth tno|o 
(11 May, 1825) 

Petumber Chatterjea 
Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date 12th Ulbmo and Its several enclosures calling on me for 
a full and paibcular Report on the petibon of the abovenamed 
formerly acting Head Water of this office as the pebbon is m 
English I need not reply to it m the prescribed mode — but merely 
advert to such Paragraphs of it as may require nobce 

2d In the 2d Paragraph of his Pebbon ho states *that Mr 
Eiliot raised his salary when this Gentleman applied for an en 
crease of salary for the head water Pebboner had not been employ- 
ed Mr Elhot having on that occasion recommended Womacaunt 
Mookerjea who dechned accepbng the situahon notwithstanding the 
high flown language in which Pebboner sets forth his own merits as 
a pubhc officer his first employer Mr EUiot could not have enter- 
tained a very high opmion of them as he never took the trouble 
of recommending the Board to confirm the appointment of Pebboner 
and at the bme he was removed by mo he was merely an aebng 
Writer 

3d From the 3d and 7th Paragraphs Pebboner gives a detailed 
account of hu dismissal the substance of which is that it was 
owing to the influence of Debnarain Bose it is therefore necessary 
for me to remark that Debnarain Bose had not the slightest 


Board of Rereime Proega, 3 May 1825 No 36 
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knowledge of Petumber Chatterjeas intended removal until 1 directed 
him to read the rebuccarry ordering the removal of such native officers 
as specified in my letter to your address under date 1 6th August and 
confirmed by the Board in their Acting Secretary’s letter of the 24th 
September last. 

4th. In order to place in their true colour the false and 
shameless accusations against Mr. Molony and myself touching 
my nomination of Debnaram Bose, 1 take this opportunity of 
informing the Board that 1 had contemplated employing this indivi- 
dual prior to my leaving Hooghly and before I had learnt that Mr. 
Molony had been deputed to investigate the embezzlement, provided 
the cause of his former dismissal was no other than his having foi* 
felted the confidence of my immediate predecessor, and this was con- 
firmed by a perusal of the Board’s Roobecarree authorizing his re- 
moval. On reaching the station Debnaram Bose presented me with 
a letter of Recommendation from a friend who was well acquaint- 
ed with his character. I then consulted with Mr. Molony, who 
I found entertained the highest opinion of his integrity and fitness 
for the situation to which I nominated him and I never had occasion 
afterwards to regret having done so tho’ the Board have deemed it 
expedient to dispense with his services on the grounds of the 
former charges brought against him. With Mr Hutchinson I had 
not the honor of being acquainted until I had taken charge of 
this office therefore his having taken measures for the promotion 
of Debnaram Bose is quite out of the question — and such an 
assertion on the part of Petitioner is in unison with the whole tenor 
of the wretched petition now under reply. 

5th Had not the petitioner been suspected of being a party 
concerned m the late Embezzlement I could not have continued 
him in his situation as the English Records under his immediate 
charge were m such a disgraceful state of confusion and very heavy 
arrears m copying the correspondence which were only partially 
carried on from 1820 till the time I assumed cheirge of the office 
and which cannot be completed as the original rough copies of 
letters were not all forthcoming it was not until he had been 
made over to the Fouzdaree Court for trial that 1 obtained 
possession of a bundle of original letters from the Board and Qvil 
Auditor which he had retained m his private custody What he 
means by the statement m 6th Paragraph of his Petition about the 
correspondence and Records being carried off, 1 cannot devine — I 
recollect examining some of the rough copies of letters , the greater 
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number of which were, in the hand writing of the Petitioner — parti 
cularly all thoio letter! relating to the Treaiury accounts and the 
Moorahidabad remittance It la at once a novel and absurd charge 
against a public officer, that of carrying away hia own ElngUah Records 
6th With reference to the enclosures relabve to Mr Cadet the 
■uccessor of Petitioner as noted in the 14th Paragraph of the petibon, 
I have the honor to forward herewith a quifeut of the case of Joymun 
nee together with the Magistrates Roobeccurry and q Translabon in 
English — Your Board will observe that Mr Cadet is in no way im 
plicated m the death of Joyraunnee who seems to have been a drunken 
prosbtute and who unfortunately m a state of mehnety fell out of an 
£lpper roomed house and thus met with a sudden and violent end 
Touchmg the letter of Mr Cadet to Mr Mcisselbrooke I see nothing 
m it but a wish on the part of Mr Cadeb who has a wife and a 
large family and children to nd hia neighbourhood of disgraceful and 
obscene conduct as daily earned on at the house of the defunct — 
With respect to that part of his depoiibon in which he demes having 
menboned Mr Lindsays name m the letter which he sent to Mr 
Musselbrooke he states that he bad wntten another letter not 
intending to send the one containmg allusion to Mr Lmdsay however 
in despatching the letters a mutake occurred of which he was not 
aware bll after his having deposed m Court I see no reason why this 
explanabon should not be credited as Mr Cadet could have bad no 
cause to deny bis having made menbon of the name of Lindsay an 
individual holdmg the situabon of Writer m the Judges office with 
all these circumstances the Pebboner must have been inbmately 
acquamted and his endeavouring to slacken the character of a poor 
industnous and deserving individual merely because he succeeded 
to the Situabon which Pebboner justly forfeited by bis neghgence 
and chicanery stamps him as a most invidious and malignant bemg 
who to give vent to his spleen and scurrilous abuse hesitates not m 
fabricating the most disgiuhng falsehoods 

1 cannot conclude this letter without expressing my surprise at the 
manner and tenor of this pebbon to which I have been directed to 
reply as it is one unmterrupted bMue of low abuse against Debnarain 
Bose and lease and unjushfiablo msmuabons that hidden mobves 
actuated Mr Molony and Mr Hutchinson in the discharge of their 
public dubes and as such the pebboner deserves the severest 
punishment that can bo legally loBicted upon him The proceedings 
of the Magistrate satisfactorily prove that Pebboner was not put upon 
his tnal without sufficient cause foi altho the cyidence against him 
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was not of a nature to convict him of actually embezzling the public 
property, it satisfied the Magistrate that he was undeserving of further 
employment in the service of Government How strange it is that 
this individual so quick sighted in detecting Debnaram Bose in 
supposed fraudulent conduct should be so blind and stupid as not to 
have been aware of the late Embezzlement of nearly one Lac and 
a half of Rupees. ^ — In his anxiety to criminate and vilify Debnarain 
Bose he oversteps the bounds of probability. 

I shall take an early opportunity of forwarding, for the information 
of the Board, in answer to your letter and its enclosure under date 3d 
Instant, the result of my enquiries m the charge against Debnarain 
Bose.® ^ 

Encio : 

A Translation of the Roobuccarry of the Fouzdairy Couit of Zillah 
Burdwan under date 14th May 1825 2d Jyete 1232 B. S. before Mr 
J R. Hutchinson Magistrate — 

A Roobuccarry of the Collector of this Zillah has been received re- 
questing to be informed in conformity with the orders of the Board of 
Revenue of the result of the enquiries respecting the death of Joymun- 
nee, the Plaintiff being Mr Musselbrooke and the Defendant Lindsay 
Cranee, in which case Cadet Cranee gave evidence For this reason 
and in compliance with the orders of the Huzzoor the Mehaviz having 
enquired produced his quifeut of the case having been dismissed for 
want of proof and in which Cadet Cranee gave evidence, it is therefore 
orderd that a copy of the kyfeut of the Mahaviz be placed m the 
sheristah and the original be sent with a copy of this Roobuccarry to 
the Collector for his information f 

(A True Translation) 

(Signed) J. Armstrong 

Offg Collector 

231. Letter from the Offg Collector of Burdwan to the Board submitting 
required explanations on the above supplementary petition of Petumber 
Chatterjee (2 June, 1825) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the leceipt of your letter and its 
enclosure under date 3d Instant calling on me for a report on the cir- 

* Board of Revenue, Proegs. 30 August, 1825, No 12 
t Board of Revenue, Proegs. 30 August, 1825, No 13 
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cumfllancc* detailed in the iupplementary memorial of Pclumbcr 
Chetterjea — In reply I beg to refer the Board to 
the correspondence noted m the margin* that has 
passed on the subject of the Cbukran lease said 
to have been held under a false name by 
Debnarain Bose late Shenstadar 

2d The Collector a letter under dale 3d May cannot be found in 
this office, therefore I am unable to offer any remarks upon it however 
from the tenor of the Board a Reply it appears to have been very 
defective and to contain a statement which could not be subsequently 
estabhsbed vii that Government sustained a loss from Debnarain Bose 
tfenbnuing to hold the Farm — this the Board are unable to understand 
and m reply desire to be furnished with a copy of the proceedings and 
a statement of the Balances Hal and Baukaya &ca m pursuance of 
which the Collector forwarded the record of his enquiry with remarks 
tending to strengthen the suspicion of Debnarain Bose holding the farm 
tmder a false name notwithstanding that Nittanund Sircar deposed 
upon oath to having always held the farm m his own name and at his 
own nsk He being a very distant relative to Debnaram Bose it is by 
no means surprising that he should have paid in his Revenue as it 
became due some times through the son and some time, through the 
nephew of Debnarain 

3d It was not shown that Government bad sustamed any loss by 
the bolder of the farm m question on the contrary Nitt£mund barkar 
the farmer seems to have been punctual in bis payment To have 
proved that the lease was a Benamy one of the shenstadar it was 
necessary to have made enquines on the spot or to have summoned 
the ryots and ascertained if Debnarain Bose ever granted receipts and 
Pottahs or collected the rent this could have been ascertamed without 
much difficulty and no measures having been taken for thm purpose is 
rather m favor of Debnarain Bose as bis sharp sighted enemies 
Petumber and others would not have failed to suggest such a mode 
of inveshgahon had they entertamed any hopes of proving hipn giulty 
of such uregolanty my predecessors mind seems to have been 
poisoned with regard to Debnarain Bose by a band of unprmcipled 
native officers who after having succeeded m getting him disgraced 
and discharged commenced their work of emberclement which ended 
in the extraction of nearly a lac and e half of Rupees from the public 
Treasury Finding that a man like Debnaram Bose who had been thirty 
years in this office who had received the approbation of bis numerous 
employers and gradually promoted by them on account of merit to 
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the highest situation in this office would not join in their intrigues, 
is it to be wondered at, that they should exert their influence for 
the removal of such a stumbling block — this was effected by Mr. 
Digby’s pionouncing him undeserving of his confidence which was 
transferred to others in every way undeseiving of it, as circumstances 
have subsequently proved. The present poverty of Debnaram 
Bose after more than thirty years service m one office leads an 
unprejudiced mind to judge favorably of him this added to the 
defalcation that took place subsequently to his dismissal tend 
strongly to confirm the general opinion of his innocence moreover he 
has never been proved guilty. 

4th, With reference to the Report of the Canongoe I have only 
state that it was made to the Honble J E. Elliot who did not deem it 
worthy of his further notice having himself disposed of the farm to 
Niltanund Sarkar should the Board still deem it expedient that in- 
quiries should be made, so that the innocence or guilt of Debnaram 
Bose may be placed beyond a doubt, it will only be necessary to 
secure the attendance of the cultivators of the farm in question tho’ 
from the time that has elapsed together with the lease having expired 
such a measure appears to me useless, at the time he came under 
suspicion the charges should have been perfectly sifted. 

5th. Touching the charge of his having appropriated part of the 
50 Rupees Monthly allowance for supplying the Bengalee Dufter with 
Paper ink &ca I beg to submit the accompanying copy of a petition 
of Debnaram Bose to my predecessoi together wiih a Translation in 
English which will prove to the Board that he made no such appro- 
priation and altho’ he deposited part of the allowance in the Treasury 
the same was never carried to account — as likewise other sums as 
detailed in his petition — why did not this Petumber Chatterjea see that 
Government were not defrauded of these sums This allowance of 
fifty Rupees is paid monthly to me of the officers who is not entitled 
to any remuneration whenever the charges of paper &ca. exceed the 
established sum — never called on for any account it being understood 
that no deficiency in the supply is to occur — this has always been the 
custom both prior and subsequent to the period when Debnaram Bose 
held the allowance as granted to him by a former Collector. 

6th. I know not why I should have been called on foi a Report 
on the petition now under reply as the individual against whom the 
charges are brought has been prohibited from holding the situation 
to which I nominated him — perhaps the Board may entertain the wish 
of reinstating him should they on reconsideration find that the former 
61 
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charges were nol sufficiently substantiated — I am willing to hope that 
this may be their object as the more I enquire the more I am disposed 

to consider such an act as one of justice to this individual — As I have 

been anUcipatmg that further enquiry would be made into the grounds 
of his dismissal I have not recommended my present Acting Head 
Shenstadar for confirmation because I do not think him so well quali 
fied for performing the duties of the office under my charge ns 
Debnamin Bose Ramlochun Dull s correctness of conduct has 
always given me satisfaction hut then he has not been used to the 
detail of the multifarious duties of a Collectors office and has not that 
despatch in business so desirable m one holding such a situation more* 
AVer ho has of course no local knowledge of the District or any of that 
useful experience only to be acquired from a long continued and 
detailed performance of duties in one office It is a great object in 
having a head native officer familiar with the past official Transactions 
m all offices and more particularly m that of a Collector * 

P S The onginal Papers which accompanied your letter are 
herewith returned 

131 Lsttsr from Mr Molony to ths ong« Cotltslor of Burdwim trsnt 
mittini copy of t hyftut r«i the smbsalimint afUlrs» irlth obisrvstlont 
(6 August, 1818) 

Sa, 

1 have to state for your informabon that on the receipt of the three 
chelant transmitted to me in your letter of the 4th Instant 1 forwarded 
them to the Magi*trate of this District requesting that he would allow 
the Books of his Tuhveeldai to be examined by tbc Deputy (Carkoon 
and requue from the Tuhveeldar and his mohurers an explanation 
relahve to the entnes m the cbeians, particularly m those of the 4th 
and Zlst June 1624 of sums of money m the name of Raradhun 
Chatterjea the late Naeb Treasurer of your office 

2 T*he Magistrate immediately directed an enquiry into the 
accounts and the enclosed is a copy of a kyfeut by Ramnaram the 
Deputy ICarkoon shewing the result of his examination of the Tuhveel 
dar s Books as compared with the chelans 

3 This kj^eut goes pretty clearly to that the sums of money in 
the cholnns amounting to 26249 Rs had m the first instance been paid 
to the Tuhveeldar by Rnmdhim Chatterjea on account of Putny 
Estates under hia charge that the money had not been counted and 

* Board of Rweoflt Proc«t 30 Augtat {OS No 14 
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weighed, but was sent in that state in different sums, as portions 
of each remittance to your treasury, the name of Ramdhun being 
entered opposite to each sum so sent, to shew that he was bound to 
see that the rupees were all full weight and the amount correct. 
There is not any ground to believe that the money was not actually 
received as earned to credit m the seah, and it seems to have been a 
transaction adopted, not for the purpose of defrauding Government, 
but of saving trouble to the parties , you will observe however from 
the kyfeut how this irregular practice has, by a most palpable falsi- 
fication of two of the chelans, been made to wear an appearance 
suited to the defence set up by Radhapersaud Roy m his trial for 
embezzlement. ^ 

4. In the chelan of the 4th of June it is quite clear that the word 
“Buraaf” has been added above the name of Ramdhun Chatterjea; 
the papers in my possession shew that this chelan was in August last 
compared by me with the seah, and as m the whole examination of 
the accounts we were so particular as to note down even the difference 
of a single anna, it is quite impossible that we could have passed over 
unobserved an item of 10,000 Rs. had it been entered as ^‘Buraat'’ or 
transfer merely without any money being sent, had that word been 
then in the chelan we should certainly have worked off that item as 
a sum to be recovered or accounted for by the late Treasurer. 

5. In the chelan of the 21st June the word ‘^Note” in the Bengalee 
character has been inserted underneath the name of Ram Dhun — and 
opposite to an item of 6000 Rs. This chelan was also examined and 
compared with the seah in August last, and you are already aware of 
the minute details which were then entered into to ascertain the 
number of every note, and to what amount notes, without numbers 
being specified, were paid in. My Register contains the numbers in 
detail of the 5700 Rs. paid in notes which are in this chelan, and 1 can 
never have overlooked the item of 6000 Rs had the word "Note" 
been then attached to it, but the falsification of this chelan is placed 
beyond a doubt by an abstract of the remittance which was annexed 
to it, but which the perpetrator of the forgery, omitted to alter so as to 
correspond the amount of ‘^Cash’^ m that abstract includes this sum of 
6000 Rs and shews that it could not have been paid in notes 

6. The ink and the handwriting in [the words ‘‘Buraat” and 
“Note” are different from the rest of the writing in the chelans, and 
the Mohurers under the Adalut Tuhveeldar who wrote the chelans 
declare that these words were not in them when the remittance was 
made. 
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7 I have requetted the Magistrate to lake the depositions of these 
men on oath as well as to record in his proceedings the csaminaUon 
which has been made mto the accounts and the result of such further 
enquiry as he may deem it requisite to raake> these proceedings can 
not be completed for some days — but it appears to me so clear that 
tbe falsificabon of these documents could not have been made with 
out the knowledge and connivance of the officer in your Treasury in 
whose charge they were, that I think it my duty without delay to make 
you acquainted with the proceedings as far as they have gone, both 
that you may take such measurea as may appear requisite for the 
more effectual security of the Treasury records and for the siispention, 
^hould you deem it expedient, of those o£cers who may appear to 
nave connived at the falsi6cabon of them in the present instance until 
1 can communicate to you the result of the proceedings now before 
the Magistrate * 

S33 Abatraot Trsnsistton of ths Pstitlon of Debnaratn Dots late Head 
Shtrlitsdar of ths Burdvrsn collsotorthlp soth August 

In conformity with your Roobuccany of 19th Instant relabve to 
that porbon of the Amlahs salaries &ca m deposit your obedient 
servant presented you with a petition upon which it was ordered that 
your servant should acquaint you with all particulars to the best of his 
recoUechon with reference to this subject, be now represents all the 
informabon with which he can charge his memory m the following 
statement 

The salary of the Sheristadar of this office from the absence of 
Nundmohim Mitter Acbng Head Shenstadar unbl the dale of 
Noelmoney Ghose s appointment to the situahon of Acbng Shenstadar 
as disbursed by the sircar may be earned to the credit of Government 

Out of the fixed allowance for paper Ink &ca from the month of 
May bll November 1821 after the deduction of the disbursements for 
paper &ca the sum of Sa Rs 76 more or leas remain and the same 
can be earned to the credit of the Sircar 

From tbe death of Groopershaud Muxmoodar Canongoe of Per 
gunnah Indram until the date of his successor s appomtment whatever 
seems disbursed as salary of the aforesaid Canongoe after the 
deduebon of the Peadas Tulbana incurred for guardmg the pB[>erB of 
the Shensta of the Canongoe of the aforemenboned Pergunnah as 
appointed by the Hu zz oor may be earned to the credit of Government 

Recordj of tho Bordwsn CoUectorate Vol 135 p 41 
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In conformits*^ with the orders of the former Collector the Darogahs 
Mohuiers were fined of which part was carried to account and that 
part which was not credited in the accounts the statement of which 
is to be found m the Treasury and agreeably to which statement can 
now be brought to credit.^ 

Petitioner Debnaram Bose. 

Head Sheristadar 20th August 1 822. 

Ordered that the Petition be placed to the Sherista. 

(Signed) J. Digby 

Collector 


(True Translation) 
(Signed) J. Armstrong 

Offg. Collector. 


Order . 

Ordered that a Copy of the foregoing letter from the Superin- 
tendent and Remembrancer of Legal affairs with it’s enclosure, be 
sent to the Judicial Department for consideiation and orders. 

(A true Extract) 

(Signed) H Mackenzie 
Secy, to Govt. 


234 . Board’s letter in reply to that of the Offg Collector of Burdwan 
Communicating their orders on the petitions of Petumber Chatterjea. (30 
August, 1825). 

Sir, 

In answer to your letters of the 2 1st May and of the 2d June last 
I am directed to communicate to you the following orders. 

2d The several Petitions of Petumber Chatterjea as far as they 
concern himself the Board consider undeserving of consideration. 
But those parts of them which insinuate that Mr. Molony Mr. 
Hutchinson and yourself were actuated in the discharge of your 
public duties by any other than the most honorable motives the Board 
cannot too severely condemn them and the Board fully concur with 
you m opinion that the petitioner observes for this offence the 
severest punishment that can be legally inflicted. 

3d The Board having carefully and deliberately reviewed and 
considered all the circumstances on the records of this department 
affecting the official character of Debnaram Bose to be Sheristadar 
of the Collectorship in your charge find no reason whatsoever to 


*Board of Revenue, Procgs 30 August, 1825, No. 15 
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consider the orders they have so frequently passed m confirmation 
of those of the 20th June 1823— dismissing Debnarain Bose from hii 
office — otherwise than entirely just and proper 

The Board leave it entirely to your discretion to continue the 
present officiating Shenstadar Ramlochun Dutl or not as you think 
proper But the Board will expect and require that any other nohve 
you may nominate for their approval shall be not only duly qualified 
by mlegrity of character talents ond expenence» to discharge the 
duties of the office but likewise wholly unconnected with the former 
native Umlah and with the landed propnetors of your district • 

236 Ur Molony t nport to Government rsi the Bni|ont trial of the 
%urdwsn embezzlement oate pr(ionert with Enclo (12 Septombsry 1825) 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Right Honble the Governor 
General in Council m the Temtonal Department under date the 29th 
September 1625 
To Holt Mackenxie Elaqr 

Secretary to Government 

Temtonal Deparhaent 

Fort William 
Sir 

1 regret to have to report for the information of Government 
that notwithstanding every effort on my part to prevent it the case of 
the Pnioners charged with Emberrlemcnt under tnal before the Court 
of Circuit at Burdwan has been again postponed to another Sessions 

2 Radhapersaud Rae one of the Prisoners in this case has had 
more than ordinary indulgence shewn him in being allowed from 
time to tune to bring forward new matter and to name a number of 
fresh witnesses in hie defence and these latter he bring forward or 
keeps just as suits his conveniences on the 3d ultimo six witnesses 
were exammed on his part and the Judge of Circuit on closing his 
proceedings for that day recorded on the face of them that although 
ho saw no necessity to postpone the case for the witnesses who were 
not m attendance yet as the other business of the Sessions would 
detain him at the Station for some time he deferred passmg a final 
decision on the case to the 25 of the month 

3 The above order held out at least a prospect of a final decision 
of the case which had then been a year under mvestigation but when 
it came on again on the 5th Instant the Prisoner Radhapersaud Rae 

Bovd of Rerran*, Procgi 30 Augiut I^, No 16 
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produced a mass of fresh documents, chiefly consisting of affidavits 
sworn to in the Supreme Court on points relating to the numbers of 
Bank notes alleged to have been embezzled by him 1 thought it my 
duty to object to these documents as not being legal evidence for his 
defence the Regulations and the practice of our Criminal Courts 
requiring that all witnesses for the prosecution or defence shall be 
examined in open Court except in the case of a witness being a female 
or person of rank whose attendance it would be improper to compel 
and 1 further moved the Court that as the attendance of more 
witnesses had on the 3d ultimo been recorded as not essentially 
necessary the record should be delivered to the Law Officer for his 
Futwa. The Judge of Circuit however ordered the trial to bea 
postponed on account of the non-attendance of the Prisoners^ 
witnesses. 

4. It is proper however that 1 should state for the information of 
Government that in the interval between the 3d Ultimo and 5th Instant 
the prisoner Radhapersaud Rae presented a petition to the Court of 
Nizamut Adawlut, the mam object of which was to procure my exclu- 
sion from conducting this prosecution on the ground that 1 had 
throughout conducted myself more as a Judge than a Prosecutor and 
thereby unduly influenced the proceedings against him, in pursuance 
of this petition certain instructions a copy of which 1 herewith submit 
were issued by the Court direct to Mr Tod at Burdwan. 

5 I shall not take up the time of Government by ofi^ering any 
observations on the necessity or propriety of these orders, but in 
justice to myself 1 must beg leave to acquaint His Lordship in Council, 
that when the Petition of Radhapersaud Rae was read in open Court, 
the Government Pleader was prepared and endeavoured, to ofFer ex- 
planations on my part to refute the allegations of the Petitioner, but 
he was peremptorily silenced by the Officiating Senior Judge of the 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut These orders therefore which were after- 
wards passed at an English Sitting of the Court will, 1 trust, be con 
sidered by Government in no other light than as having been issued on 
an exparte statement of a Prisoner who had allowed the whole pro- 
ceedings of two Sessions to pass without having complained of the 
manner in which I had conducted the prosecution against him 

6 The Government will 1 trust, at the same time be satisfied of 
the difficulty 1 have to encounter when placed under such restrictive 
orders, in prosecuting public delinquents, to whom the utmost indul- 
gence has been allowed in making their defence and who are more- 
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over ft 5 *i 8 ted by every sort of inlnguc Avhich nbilily nnd money can 
command * 


Enofot 

Leltfr from the Rt8t«lrcr, NUirrut Adawlut, to tho tecend JudEO 
of the Court of Clroultat Burdwan ccmmunlMlIng Court » rtrnaiK* and orderi 
on the subjiot of Radhapertaud Rcy'a ccirplolnt (SO Auguit, 1815) 

To A B Tod Esqr 

2d Judge of the Calcutta 
Court of Grcuit at 
Burdwan 

^Sir 

1 am deaired by the Court of Nizamut Adawlut to fonvard for 
Preteni your conodcrntjon the accompanying copy of a 

Pebbon presented to them by Radhaperoaud Rae 
W B late Acbng Senahtadar m the Office of the Collec 

tor at Burdv/an and to communicate to you the 
foUowmg remarhe and ordera on the eubject of the PcUboncra 
complaint — ■ 

The Court do not find it laid down m the Hegulationa that the 
Prosecutor on the part of Covemment roust neceseanly be the Vaheel 
of Government and in secUon 4 Hegulabon 50 1603 the words the 
vakeel of Government or other person Acbng as Prosecutor for 
Government are erprcesly used Further by seebon 3 Regulabon 8 
1816 )t IS enacted that it shall be competent to the Governor General 
ra Council to avail himself of the services of the Superintendent of 
Legal Affairs by directing him to furnish such aid in the conduct of 
cases in which Government may be concerned m the Civil and Cnrai 
nal Courts of jusbee as may be deemed advisable Under these 
cucumstances therefore the Court axe of opinion that so much of 
the Pebhoners prayer as has for its object the enbre exclusion of the 
Superintendent from all interference m the prosecubon must be 
rejected — 

I am desired however at the same bme to commumcate to you 
the insbucbons of the Court that while you a dmi t the Supennlendent 
as prosecutor you should on no account allow him to sit on a level 
with yourself or your assessor the Law Officer that you sould not 
permit him to put any illegal or improper quesbons to the witnesses 
or to make any harsh or irrelevant remarks upon their evidence that 
you should not communicate with hun in any but the native langua 
* Judicial (Criminal) Procgi 15 Dec 1825 No. 15 
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ges so that all which passes between you may be intelligible to all 
present, in short that you should conduct yourself towards the Superin- 
tendent as you would conduct yourself towards any ordinary 
prosecutor and exact from him precisely the same observance of 
all established rules mode and orders as you would from any ordinary 
prosecutor. 

The Court are desirous, that you should consider these instructions 
as of a general nature free from any particular and personal 
application to the present Superintendent, who is no doubt himself 
sufficiently aware of the line within which it becomes a Prosecutor 
to keep and disposed to render the duty of regulating the proceeding?^ 
of the Court as easy as possible by a voluntary observance of what- 
ever is suited to the relation m which he is placed towards the Judge 
and the Prisoners respectively.’^ 


Fort William 
the 20th August 
1825 


I am &ca 

(Signed) W H. Macnaghten 

Regr 


A true Copy 

(Signed) J. Thomason. 2d Asst. 
(True Copy) 

(Signed) E Molony. Supt & 

Rembri of Legal affairs 


Order: 

Ordered that a copy of the foregoing letter from the Superintendent 
and Remembrancer of Legal affairs with its enclosure, be sent to the 
Judicial Department for consideration and orders. 

(A true extract) 

(Signed) H Mackenzie . Secy, to Govt. 


* Judicial (Criminal), Procgs. 15 Dec , 1825, No 15 (Enclo ) 
62 
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!30 L«tl«r (rom th« Btglilrar, Hlnmut AiKnIut to ooMmment Irani 
ntltllns oopy of a riport or JalJ Dollvoryfor Zlllih Burdnan W|lh inclot 
(U StptemiHr 182C) 

Sit 

1 am direclcd hy tte Court of Nizarout Adowlut to tronimit to you 
PreMtit — the accompanying copy of a letter fohn the 2d 

Judge of the Calcutta Court of Circuit dated the 
{ E*q« I6th Initant with ita English enclosures reporting 
PoUnojS^ the Jail Delivery for the 1st half yearly Scasions 

A Rol^ EUqr current year for ZiUah Burdwan and to 

Offg Jadffo request you to lay the same before the Right 

^Honble the Governor General in Council * 


Enolost 

(Copies) 

To 

W H Macnaghten Esqr 
Regr to the Niit Adt 
Fort William 
Sir 

1 have the honor to acquamt you for the mformapon of the Nizamut 
Adawlut, that I have this day concluded the Jail delivery of this stabon 
for the Ist half yearly leuioni of the current year 

2 The usual statements and copies of the Futwas m the cases of 
the Prisoners pumshed and acquitted are herevnth bansmitted 

3 I have likewise submitted an addibonal case of a Security 
Prisoner of the Zillah of Nuddeab which was not completed during 
my stay at Kishnagar 

Circuit Court House I am &ca 

Zdlah Burdwan ( (Signed) A B Tod 

The 16th Septr 1825 ) 2d Judge 


(CrimlnjJ) Proegm 13 Oct 1625 No 12 
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U7 Board! lottortotheOffg OotlMtorof Burdwan forwarding oopy of 
a poUtlon of Raratunoo Dutt and ai^ng to conform to tho}r ordir paiiod on |t 
(28 Ootobor, 1828) 

Ramtuonoo Dutt 
Sir 

I am directed to cncloac a copy of a Petition No 827 presented by 
tbe above named to the Board of Revenue and to desire that you will 
conform to the order paised on the Pcblion * 

Enoloi 

To 

James Pattle Esquire 

0 Actg President fit Members of the Board of Revenue 

in the Lower Provinces 
Fort William 

The Pehlion of Ramtunoo Dutt 

Humbly Sheweth 

That when the embenlement in the Treasury of Burdwan was 
discovered m July 1824 John Digby Esqr Collector of that District 
suspended the Khuzanchee and bit Deputy from their respective 
situations and was pleated to order your Petitioner then head Seahnu 
vees m the Treasury Department to act as Khuxanchee unhl the 
pleasure of J Armstrong Esqr was known, this gentleman having then 
daily been expected at Burdwan to take charge of the office from Mr 
I>igby that your PetiUoner was given to understand that he would 
no longer remain in that situation, if any objection was made to this 
nomination or any fault was found with him by E Molony Esqr wbo 
was about to arrive at that station to mvesbgate the proceedings of 
that colIectOTship 

That these gentlemen upon their amval at Burdwan bemg fully 
satisfied with your Petitioner s conduct, were pleased to order him 
to contmue m the discharge of his duty while they made over to the 
Magistrate several nabve officers whom they auspected of being con 
cemed m the crabezzleraent and that your Pebboner accordingly for 
a period of about one month acted as Khuzanchee daily receiving 
rents from landholders and making disbursements as is evident from 
the public records and from the order book of the Treasury under 
the seal and signature of the Acbng Collector But that your 
Pebboner bemg unable to produce respectable surebes for the situa 
tion of IChuzanchee was removed from that office and was conse- 
Recopl* of the Boidvnm CoUectoisto, Vol 133 p 272 
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quently ordered to attend the duty attached to his formei situation, in 
which he continued for upwards of a year, without being once 
accused, or suspected of the embezzlement by either of these gentle- 
men, though some of the native officers were handed over to the 
Magistrate for trial from mere suspicion of peculation. 

That your Petitioner, m common with several other native officers, 
having been subpoened by E. Molony Esqr to give evidence in the 
case pending m the Criminal Court against the Treasurer, his Deputy 
Ramdhun Chattooja, Radhapersad Roy and others, delivered his 
deposition before the Magistrate and the Judge of Circuit to the best 
of his belief and recollection, that m the course of the trial of this case 
by A B. Tod Esqr. in the month of August 1825, the evidence oj 
your Petitioner was read to the Judge in the open Court, that Mr. 
Molony on hearing it was moved with passion and addressing himself 
to the Mufti of Circuit said *‘If I had known that this man (your 
Petitioner) would give such evidence, I would have included him in 
the list of prisoners.” 

That that gentleman soon after embraced an opportunity of ruining 
your Petitioner, by bringing an indirect charge of forgery against him 
in a communication with the Acting Collector, who, on receiving a 
second intimation from Mr. Molony with a Roobukaree from the 
Magistrate, though it contained nothing that could tend to the removal 
of your Petitioner dismissed your Petitioner on the 8th September last 
from his situation, which he had held for a period of 23 years without 
permitting him even to deliver a reply in his defence, your Petitioner 
therefore now begs leave to lay the whole case before your Honour- 
able Board, in the sanguine hope that you will be pleased to take it 
into your liberal consideration and afford him justice. 

That applications for copies of chalans, which the cashier of the 
Judge sent to the Collector’s office in 1823 & 24 and of those delivered 
by Landholders, were made to the Acting Collector by Radhapersad 
Roy, as well as by the other party, that the Acting Collector on 
receiving such applications, ordered the Record Keeper of his office 
to furnish the parties with the copies applied for, and that the Record 
Keeper accordingly obtained the original chalans from your Petitioner, 
prepared a certain number of copies which he gave to the Mookhtars 
of the parties, after they had been sealed and signed by the Acting 
Collector himself 

That in one of the chalans the cashier of the Judge thus details the 
total sum mentioned in the head of it ”so much in cash, so much in 
Bank notes, so much by Bqrat or order upon Ramdhun Chattooja” 
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the late Deputy Khuzanchee of tiie Collector in a aecond ho inierta 
so much in cash so much m B, (meaning Buret or order) upon 
Ramdhun Ch in a third he thus parltculonzes **80 much m cash, 
so much Ramdhun Chatlooja in notes 

That these copies were produced by Radhapersad Roy before 
the Court of Circuit to shew the unauthorized familiarity that 
was going on between the Judge a cashier and Ramdhun Chattooja 
deputy Khuznnehee of the Collector in the transaction of their 
public dubea , (hat Mr Molony then used these words m the open 
Court VIZ- If the Khuzanchee of the Judge be found guilty of 
putbng the following words in his chalan By Burat upon Ramdhun 
^^atooja , he should certainly be dismissed 

That the cashier of the judge when interrogated on the subject 
denied having wntten the words by Burat , as be could not be 
expected to acknowledge his own gudt, especially after such a 
threateiung declaration coming from E Molony Esqre Remembrancer 
of legal affairs That the Record Keeper m the Collectors office also 
bemgi like others, unwilling to cast any blame upon himself, denied 
having added those words m the original chalans or m the copies 
that he made and your Pebtioner when asked gave a posibve 
denial of adding even a single letter to the contents of the ongmal 
chalans But that your Pebboner has been dismissed by the Acbng 
Collector in comphance with Mr Molonys wishes while the two 
others (the cashier of the Judge and the Record Keeper) are retaming 
their respective situahona though all the three (your Peliboner 
and the two rest) all equally liable to suspiaon but equally innocent 
in the eye of the law and in pomt of jusbee unbl guilt is proved 
against one or the other 

Your Pebboner humbly prays that your Honourable Board 
may be pleased to direct the Acbng Collector to forward to your 
Board the proceedings and their enclosures which that gentleman 
received from E Molony Elsqre m this case and the Roobukareo 
held by the Magistrate of Burdwan on the same subject and also the 
order book of the Treasury for 1824, and after theu mspeebon and m 
considerahon of the nature of the case you may be pleased to pass 
whatever order your Honourable Board may thmk just and proper 
That your Pebboner as m duly bound shall pray 
Revenue Board 
(A true copy) 

(Sd) R Hunter 
Secy 
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248. Letter from the Chief Secretary to Government to the Registrar, 
NIzamut Adawlut, asking to be supplied with the petition of Radhapersaud 
Roy together with ooples of any proceedings held by the Court on it, &c. 
(27 October, 1825). 

On the 27th October last the Chief Secretary was directed 
to write the following letter to the Register of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

To the Register of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

Sir, 

With reference to the letter addressed by you to Mr. Tod 
the 2d Judge of the Calcutta Court of Circuit under date the 
2d August last, I am directed by the Right Honble The Governor 
General in Council to desire you will acquaint the Court of Nizamulf 
Adawlut that His Lordship in Council is desirous of being furnished 
with a Translation of the Petition presented by Radhapershaud Roy, 
together with a translation of any proceedings held by the Court 
on that Petition and of any remarks which Mr. Tod may have 
submitted m explanation of his conduct on the points noticed in 
your letter.^ 

239 Letter from the Offg. Collector of Burdwan in reply to that of the 
Board transmitting the required report on Ramtunoo Dutt’s petition. 

(8 November, 1825), 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter under date 25th Ultimo and its enclosed 
Petition No. 827 I beg to forward herewith the report called for f 

Encio: 

Ramtunoo Dutt’s Petition. — 

1st Petitioner states that Mr Molony was deputed to Burdwan 
in 1231 B S to investigate the case of embezzlement and appointed 
him (Petitioner) as acting Kuzanchee and he discharged the duties for 
one month faithfully. — 

1 Mr. Digby nominated Petitioner as acting Treasurer and not 
Mr Molony. — Petitioner was merely continued in charge of the 
Treasury until I was able to appoint a responsible individual. 

2d That Mr Molony summoned him as a witness in the suit 
of Government Vers. Radapershad Roy and others, and he deposed in 
the foujdaree Court and before the Judge of Circuit and that Mr. 

* Judicial (Criminal), Proegs. 15 Dec , 1825, No 16. 

t Board of Revenue, Proegs. 2 Dec., 1825, No 13. 
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Molonj m the presence of the Judge of cu-cuits Moulvcc and others 
said if he had known as much as he then did he would have 
prosecuted Petitioner 

2nd I can give the Board no information m this Statement of 
Petitioner 

3rd That Radhapersheud Roy took from this office authenticated 
Copies of three cheilans formerly received from the Treasurer of the 
nllah Court and filed the same m the suit before the Judge of Grcuit — 
In consequence of the good understanding exisbng between the two 
Treasurers the money and the transfer (burat) specified in the cheilans 
were earned to credit 

* Mr Molony and the acting Collector having come to the 
Treasury took from Pehlioner a bundle of chullans and that Ram 
naram Murmmdar selected the three Onginal chullans and gave 
them to Mr Molony— the Ist of them contained the words ^ note 
Curatee Ramdhun Chuttoo’ for a specified sum in the 2nd some Notes 
and some cash and for other rupees was substituted the words Hseing 
Ramdhun chung’ i e — being a transfer and chung for chuttoo and m 
the 3rd chellan was wntten Ramdhun chuUoo Note — ” 

3 When the copies of these cheilans were referred to me 1 imme 
diately compared them vnth the Onginals which were m the charge of 
Petitioner and on finding that the words “Curat * note &ca were 
specified m the latter made them over to Mr Molony who brought the 
cucumstances to the notice of the magistrate whose proceedings m 
the case proved that the words m quesbon were added to the Original 
challans after their receipt in this Office and as Ramtunoo the Peb 
boner had the charge of the papers it is quite evident that without 
his connivance the words Curat note &ca could not have been 
added to the Ongmal chullans — consequently — 1 dismissed him so 
soon the magistrates proceeding sabsfactonly proved that the words 
were not wntten in the chullans by the Treasurer of the Civd Court 

4 Mr Molony interrogated a Adeet chum Ghose the mohurer 
belonging to the Treasury of the Gvil Court who replied that the 
signature was his but he did not wnte the chuUans and could 
not state of the amount of the transfer was forwarded to the 
collectors office 


4 The Pebhoner never set up as a defence that tbe forged words 
were m the chuUan at the bme of their receipt — ho being the mohurer 
who examined and had charge of the challans ought to have brought 
this good understandmg or dostee as he terms it to the nobce of the 


then Collector— such an extraordinary procee din g could not have 
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escaped his notice — without his connivance the words could not have 
been added and that they were added ,, ,, ,, ,, 

,j ,, to serve the turn of Radhapershad is evident 

from the circumstance of the entries into the seah not corresponding 
with the chullans in question as they now stand. 

5. Mr. Molony took the chellans to the Magistrate and sent 
Ramnaram to the Treasurer of the Civil Court who represented to the 
Collector that the adawlut khazanchee acknowledged having written 
the name of Ramdhun Chatterjea in the chullans but not the word 
‘^Curat” upon which the Collector suspended Petitioner — On the 6th of 
September roobacaree was received from the magistrate which did not 
in any way reflect upon the character of Petitioner and that th^ 
Collector in submission and flattery to Mr. Molony, dismissed your 
Petitioner on mere suspicion. — 

5th The concluding part of the Petition wherein it is stated that 
he was dismissed to gratify Mr Molony is undeserving of my notice 
tho’ calling for the serious displeasure of the Board * 

No order 


240 Nizamut Adawlut’s reply to the above requisition W|th cnclo. 
(11 November, 1826). 

Sir, 

1 am desired by the Court of Nizamut Adawlut to acknowledge 

Present the receipt of Mr Bayley's letter under date the 

olr'chS'judge and 27th ultimo and in reply to submit for the in- 
A Ross Esqr. formation of the Right Honble the Governor 

General in Council a translation of the Petition 
presented by Radhapersaud Rai to this Court on the 13th of 
August last — 

2 1 am desired to add that no persian proceedings were held by 
the Court in consequence of the petition in question, save an order 
passed upon it on the 15th of August by the Officiating Chief Judge 
for its transfer from the Persian to the English department, nor was 
any explanation furnished by Mr. Tod on the points noticed in the 
Courts letter 

3. The Petition was read by the Officiating Chief Judge in the 
presence of the Pleader of Government who attended under an order 
addressed to him by the Superintendent of Legal Affairs directing 


Bonrd of Revenue, Proegs 2 Dec , 1825, No 14 
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that he should be present when the Pctjtion of the 61ing of which the 
Superintendent appears to have received information should be read 
that he might be able to make the Superintendent acquainted, with 
whatever order might be passed respecting it 

4 With the Petition were filed copies of three English letters 
which the Petitioner seemed to think in point vix a letter from the 
Acbng Superintendent of Police Lower Provinces to the Calcutta Court 
of Grcint dated the Slat May 1817 a letter from the Court of Circuit 
to the Register of the Court dated the 3d of June in the same year and 
the Register s reply dated the 4th of the same Month and Year 

5 These Letters which relate to the propriety of a Magistrate's 
personal attendance before a Court of Circuit to assist in the conduct 
of a Prosecubon did not to the Judges under whose authonty the 
letter of the 20th of August was written appear to be at all pertinent 
to the case submitted by the Pebfaoner — 

6 In conclusion I am directed to submit it respectfully to His 
Lordship m Council s consideration that the case m which these 
papers have been called for by Government is still under tnal and that 
Government being a party concerned it would have been more 
consonant to established usage and the exisbng Regulabons had the 
copies required been applied for by Petibon presented to this Court 
or the Court of Circuit by the Pleader of Government acbng under 
mstrucbOQs from the Supennlendent and Remembrancer of Legal 
affairs ^ 

Emloi 

Pebbon of Radhapershad Rie filed August 13th in the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlub — 

I was Acbng Senstadar m the office of the Collector of Burdwan 
when m the Month of Juno 1824 Mr John Digby Collector of the 
district found himself mcapacitated by ill health from fully discharging 
the fimcboDS of his office and apphed for leave of absence for a few 
weeks During this period the treasurer takmg advantage of the 
illness of the Collector and his absence from the statfon disbursed on 
his ovm account certain sums of the Company s money consisting of 
cash and bank notes Immediately on hearmg of the appomtment 
of Mr J Armstrong to act as Collector in the place of Mr Digby 
according to the pracbee of many other treasurers who carry their 
ovm disbursements to the account of the Collector or some of the 

JodlcUl (Crimlnsl) Procgi 13 Dec 1825 No 17 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


499 


amlah he with his deputy accused me in the Criminal Court of having 
embezzled the above sums through their means Government on 
hearing of this fraud m the Collector’s office, appointed Mi E Molony 
to enquire into the state of affairs and institute a criminal prosecution 
m the name of Government against the dismissed treasurer and the 
other persons whom he had implicated m his malpractices — 

Such was the state of affairs when Mr. Molony and Mr. Armstrong 
arrived at Burdwan on August 8th 1824 on August 12th only one day 
after Mr. Digby had delivered over chaige of the office, they dismissed 
frorii their appointments all the amlah who had not joined m crimina- 
ting me, without laying any crime to their charge but only on suspicion 
of their being connected with me and appointed m their place th^ 
former seristahdar who were all notoriously hostile to me On perceiv- 
ing this it was impossible for any one of the Amlah to speak a word 
m my behalf all the parts I have asserted are clearly proved by the 
Collector’s Roobucarree dated August 12th and by the 9th 10th and 
30th paragraphs of Mr Molony ’s report dated august 16th — 

You will know how that Mr Molony according to his instructions 
prosecuted the treasurer ane his deputy foi embezzlement, and me on 
the suspicion of being connected with them. The Roobucarrees and 
the depositions of the witnesses will put you in full possession of his 
whole conduct both in the collectors office when he had full power over 
the Serishtadar and the whole establishment and also m the Foujdarry 
Court where he sat with the Magistrate and m opposition to Section 
1 2 Regulation 2 of 1793 and 2 Regulation 2 of 1813 encouraged the 
Treasurer and his Deputy who confessed their crime and the Trea- 
surer’s father who was security for his son and who from consciousness 
of his son’s guilt had paid the embezzled money, to implicate me, 
and effect my rum. — 

I pray you to reflect that it is Mr Molony’s duty as Superintendent 
of the Company’s affairs to obtain as in other suits what he wants 
from the Court of Circuit and Sudder through the medium of the 
Vakeel of Government, but not that sitting in person with the Judge 
he should threaten the witnesses who give evidence contrary to his 
object It must always be borne m mind that this whole line of con- 
duct — the dismissal of the Amlah who seemed favorable to my case 
and the determination of Mr Molony to rum and disgrace me directly 
tended to terrify and deter all those who had any intention of doing 
me justice and to strengthen and confirm those who from hatred had 
conspired against me notwithstanding the inadmissibility of the evi- 
dence of the prosecutor and dismissed treasurer on account of their 
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that he should be present ^fhen the PcUlion of the filing of which the 
Superintendent appears to have received informabon should be rend 
that he might be able to make the Superintendent acquaintedi with 
whatever order might be passed respecting it 

4 With the Pehbon were filed copies of three English letters 
which the Pebhoner seemed to think in point viz, n letter from the 
Acbng Superintendent of Police Lower Provinces to the Calcutta Court 
of Circuit dated the 3l8t May 1817 a letter from the Court of Circuit 
to the Register of the Court dated tho 3d of June in the some year and 
the Register s reply dated the 4th of the same Month and Year 

5 These Letters which relate to the propriety of a Magistrate s 
personal attendance before a Court of Circuit to assist m the conduct 
of a Prosecubon did not to the Judges under whoso authority the 
letter of the 20th of August was written appear to be at all perbnent 
to the case submitted by the Pebboncr — 

6 In conclosion 1 am directed to submit it respectfully to His 
Lordship in Council s considerabon that the case m which these 
papers have been called for by Government is sbtl under tnal and that 
Government being a party concerned it would have been more 
consonant to established usage and the existing Regulabons had the 
copies required been applied for by Pebboo presented to this Court 
or the Court of Cuemt by the Pleader of Government acbng under 
instrucbons from the Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal 
affair# * 

Enoloi 

Pehbon of Radhapershad Rio filed August 13th m the Sudder 
Dewanny AdawIuL — 

I was Acting Senstadar m the ofiico of the Collector of Burdwan 
when in the Month of Juno 1024 Mr John Digby Collector of the 
dislnct found himself mcapacitated by ill health from fully discharging 
the funchons of his office and apphed for leave of absence for a few 
weeks During this penod the treasurer taking advantage of the 
illness of the Collector and his absence from the station disbursed on 
his own account certain sums of the Company s money consistmg of 
cash and bank notes Immediately on hearing of tho appointment 
of Mr J Armstrong to act as Collector m the place of Mr Digby 
according to the pracbee of many other treasurers who carry their 
own disbursements to the account of the Collector or some of the 
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amlah he with his deputy accused me in the Criminal Court of having 
embezzled the above sums through their means Government on 
hearing of this fraud m the Collector’s office, appointed Mr E Molony 
to enquire into the state of affairs and institute a criminal prosecution 
m the name of Government against the dismissed treasurer and the 
other persons whom he had implicated in his malpractices — 

Such was the state of affairs when Mr Molony and Mr Armstiong 
arrived at Burdwan on August 8th 1824 on August 12th only one day 
after Mr. Digby had delivered over charge of the oflBce, they dismissed 
frorti their appointments all the amlah who had not joined m crimina- 
ting me, without laying any crime to their charge but only on suspicion 
of their being connected with me and appointed m their place th^ 
former seristahdar who were all notoriously hostile to me. On perceiv- 
ing this it was impossible for any one of the Amlah to speak a word 
m my behalf all the parts 1 have asserted are clearly proved by the 
Collector’s Roobucarree dated August 12th and by the 9th 10th and 
30th paragraphs of Mr Molony ’s report dated august 16th — 

You will know how that Mr Molony accoiding to his instructions 
prosecuted the treasurer ane his deputy foi embezzlement, and me on 
the suspicion of being connected with them. The Roobucarrees and 
the depositions of the witnesses will put you in full possession of his 
whole conduct both in the collectors office when he had full power over 
the Serishtadar and the whole establishment and also in the Foujdarry 
Court where he sat with the Magistrate and m opposition to Section 
12 Regulation 2 of 1793 and 2 Regulation 2 of 1813 encouraged the 
Treasurer and his Deputy who confessed their crime and the Trea- 
surer’s father who was security for his son and who from consciousness 
of his son’s guilt had paid the embezzled money, to implicate me, 
and effect my rum — 

I pray you to reflect that it is Mr Molony’s duty as Superintendent 
of the Company’s affairs to obtain as m other suits what he wants 
from the Court of Circuit and Sudder through the medium of the 
Vakeel of Government, but not that sitting in peison with the Judge 
he should threaten the witnesses who give evidence contrary to his 
object It must always be borne in mind that this whole line of con- 
duct — the dismissal of the Amlah who seemed favorable to my case 
and the determination of Mr. Molony to ruin and disgrace me directly 
tended to terrify and deter all those who had any intention of doing 
me justice and to strengthen and confirm those who from hatred had 
conspired against me notwithstanding the inadmissibility of the evi- 
dence of the prosecutor and dismissed treasurer on account of their 
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direct contradiction, and also the diaagreement of the proofs odduced 
by them and although other facts which came to light did not lend to 
support their object yet the magistrate committed me for tnal before 
the Grcmt Gaurt — 

Twelve days after the commitment that is on January 12th 1825 
Mr C R Martm arrived at the station on Circuit on the 31 St the case 
came on and was tned m presence of Mr Molony myself the other 
pnsoners and the Vakeel of Government Till February 5lh the time 
was occupied in taking the evidence and examining the documents 
for the prosecution and the witnesses summoned by the Treasurer and 
his Deputy I then presented the imperfect materials of defence I had 
^been able to collect in so short a time as had elapsed subsequently to 
my commitment and stated that 5 out of 6 witnesses I had summoned 
to disprove the accusations against me would shortly arrive Mr Martin 
however adjourned the trial to the next Sessions and proceeded to 
nJlah Jungle mehals — 

On July 28th 1825 Mr A B Tod arrived on Grcuit at Burdwan 
and on august Ist my tnal came on and the evidence adduced at the 
former Sessions was gone over Mr Molony sat every day with the 
Judges and more even than formerly interfered in every transaction 
when the evidence of Ram Tunnoo Dutt witness for the prosecution 
was read Mr Molony turned round to the Grcuit Mooftee and said to 
him ^'Had I been aware that this witness would have given such evi 
dence as this I would have had him also committed ’ Whilst taking 
the evidence and examining the proofs for the defence Mr Molony 
constantly put irrelevant questions to the witnesses which only served 
to confuse their intellects and perplex their statements edter takmg 
the depositions of one witness and coromencmg that of another the 
Court adjourned and the unezamined witnesses for the defence with 
that person whose exammabon was not completed were delivered to 
the custody of the Fouxdarry Nazir Four of them were confined in 
the Nazua house and another who bad a little property in Burdwan 
was put in charge of a peendah nor were they freed from this ignomi 
nions treatraent till the closing of the evidence whilst the witnesses 
for the prosecution and the Treasurer were all this time living happily 
and at ease under the fostering prolecbon of Mr Molony You must 
clearly perceive what great impediments so marked and important a 
dtstmebon m the treatment of the witnesses on either side must have 
throvrn m my way The fact is that some of my other witnesses 
who are respectable men m the district on beanng of these circums 
tances seaeted themselves so that I am greatly disbessed by their 
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non-attendance subsequently on august 3d the case was adjourned till 
the 25th in older to obtain the attendance of 3 witnesses summoned at 
the former Sessions and 4 of those who had been named shortly 
before the present although the Judge, with the utmost regard to 
justice ordered the 4 witnesses now named to be immediately sum- 
moned, yet he rejected many of the documents that I now filed on the 
ground of their not having been presented on the former Sessions — 

I have indeed been greatly distressed by being kept all day stand- 
ing in the Court m the custody of police officers without being allowed 
to open my mouth in my own defence unless by the prosecutor’s 
permission whilst he himself as it were a Judge and supreme over the 
Mooftees and Circuit Court amlah, sat on the bench with the Judgjp 
sometimes speaking harshly to my^witnesses and sometimes making 
suggestions to them to my prejudice, which I was debarred from 
answering to — such a course of proceeding is indeed the reverse of 
justice 

Now in reference to the possibility of the occurrence of circums- 
tances similar to the present, the Court of Nizamut Adawlut have 
decided that the setting of persons of authority on trials on behalf of 
Government m quality of prosecutor is illegal-On June 4th 1817 they 
issued an order to that effect, a copy of which I have herewith the 
honor to enclose 

Now whereas Mr. Molony transgresses all bounds of moderation. 

I have no hope of justice except from the protection of the Court, 

I therefor humbly throw myself on your mercy and implore you to 
prohibit Mr. Molony from sitting with the Judge and to direct the 
prosecution to be conducted by the Vakeel of Government according 
to the established rules and regulations and to enjoin the Circuit 
Judge to receive the documents which I have filed in my defence 

(A true Translation) 

(Signed) J. Thomason 
Asst. 

\ 

241 Government’s reply to the above. (15 December, 1825). 

Ordered that the Secretary write the following letter to the 
Register of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

To the Register of the Nizamut Adawlut 
Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from you 
under date the 1 1th ultimo, submitting the translation of a Petition 
presented to the Nizamut Adawlut by Radhapershaud Rae 
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2 As Mr Tod does not appear to have olTercd any explanation 
on the several points noticed in your letter of the 20lh of nugUBl 
forwarding to him a copy of that Pchtion, the Governor General m 
Council does not consider the subject to require any further observo 
hons 

3 With reference however to the concluding paragraph of your 
letter above acknowledged I am directed to observe that the 
Governor General in Council cannot recognize the necessity or 
propnely of applying by petition for copies of papers whereas on the 
present occasion His Lordship m Council may judge it necessary 
to bo informed of the orders of the Criminal Courts m matters not 
Immediately affecting the issue of a trial in which Government may 
be the prosecutor * 

Ordsri 

Ordered that a copy of the above letter to the Register of the 
Nizamut Adawlut be sent for information to the Terntonal 
Department m reply to the reference from that Deportment of the 
29th September last 

242 eoani I Iittsr to the Offg Colltotor or Burdwsn tranimlttlng copy 
of a pstltlon of Raratunoo Dutt and asking to submit the requlrsd rtoords 
(20 Deosrabsr, ISIB ) 

Sir 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the 
accompanying copy of a Petition received from Ramtunnoo Dutt and 
to desire that you will submit to the Board the several records 
menboned m the concluding Paragraph of it t 

143 Rtply ofthsOffg. Colliotor or Burdiran to ths above (3 January, 
1826 ) 

Sir 

In reply to your letter under dale 20th December with its enclosed 
Pebbon of Ramtunnoo Dutt I beg to forward herewith the original 
records specified m the last paragraph of the aforesaid pelibon you 
Will be pleased to return these records to this Office t 

Jadidsl (Criminal) Proega. 15 Dec. 1825 No- 18 
+ Record* of tte Buidwmn Collecterate Vol 133 p 290 
I Board of Rrreoao Proega 31 Jan 1826 No 31 
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244 Board's reply to tho above. (31 January, 1826) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3d Instant forwarding Original records in the 
case of Ramtunnoo Dutt Petitioner which are herewith returned and 
to transmit to you for your information and guidance a copy of the 
Boards proceeding dated 1 3th Instant.^ 


245. Board's letter in reply to that of tho Offg Collector of Burdwan re: 
the appointment of a certain officer to the Burdwan Collectorship (31 January, ^ 
1826). 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 4th instant and to inform you that your nomina- 
tion of Gunganarain Ghose to the situation of sherishtadar is con- 
firmed on the presumption that he is wholly unconnected with the 
Rajah and the other zemindars m the District and m the confidence 
that you will immediately inform the Board if this inference is not 
warranted 

2d The Board are concerned to notice in the remarks 
contained in your present letter and in some of your former 
letters respecting the establishment of your office a spirit of 
opinionativeness not becoming your situation still less actual expe- 
rience in the service 

3d You place a person at the head of your native Establish- 
ment at the same time reporting to the Board that he is not 
able to write the Bengallee language and when the Board observe 
that they consider the power of reading and writing that 
language with fluency and needful qualification for such a situa- 
tion you beg with all due deference to the Board’s opinion to 
deem him sufficiently qualified for the efficient discharge of the 
duty notwithstanding his limited knowledge of Bengallee It would 
have been more becoming to doubt whether you yourself had 
sufficiently considered the duties of a sherishtadar in all their 
bearings nor can the Boeird easily account for your opinion of 
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Ramlochun Dull differing so widely ne it appears to do from that 
entertained of him by Mr Fortescuo Mr Reed and other more 
experienced Public Officers * 


l«l Litter from the Registrar, NIzamut Adawlut, to Oovemmint trans 
mittlng copy of a report of Jail OtHvery for Z|llah Burdwan With enolot 
(3 uaroh, I82fi) 

Sir 

1 am dceired by the Court of Nizamut Adawlut to forward to you 
^ the accompanying copy of a Letter from the 3d 

W^**Syce«ter E»qro Calcutta Court of Circuit dated 

Chief Jodsa the 27th Ulumo reporting the Termination of 

C Delivery of Zillah Burdwan for the 

PcSn Second Seesiona of 1825 together with copies of 

its English Enclosures, and to request you will 
lay the same before the Right Honorable the Governor General m 
Council t 


ElKlOtl 


(Copy) 

To W H Macnaghten Esqr 

Reguter to the Nizamut Adawlut 

Fort William 


Sir 

1 have the honor to acquaint you for the information of the Nizamut 
Adawlut that I have this day concluded the Jail Delivery of this 
station for the second Half yearly Sessions of the past year 

The usual statements and copies of the Futwas dehverd in the 
cases of the Pnsoners punished and acquitted are herewith 
transmitted 


ZiUah Burdwan 
The 27lh of February 
1826 


I am Sir &ca 
(Signed) R Walpole 
3d Judge 


Board of Rerenuo Procsi 31 Jan. |B26 No 35 
t JadicUl (Criminal) Pioc«» 27 March 1826 No 9 



Form No. 3 

Calendar of a Trial postponed at former Sessions for the Zillah Burdwan viz antecedent to the Second Sessions for 1825 
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Alrftrtot Statement of Pnwnen acquitted by the 3d Jadge of the Court of Oirctut for the Division of Calcutta 
at the Jail DeUrery of ZiUah Burdwan for the Sestions of 1S25 
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(Signed) R ^Valpole 
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247. Mr Molony’s letter to the Colleotor of Burdwan (D. Scott Junior) 
re; the eases of Govlndporsaud Roy and another (3 April, 1827. ) 

Sir, 

Allow me to call your attention to the decree passed in the 
Zillah Court of Burdwan against Govindpersaud Roy the late 
Abkaree Darogah. 

2. I have made one or two attempts to have the Decree carried 
into effect, in order to realize the amount for Government but 
Govindpersad having appealed, eKccution of it has been refused. 

3. 1 now forward a copy of the decree and an Arzee addressed to 
me by the Government Pleader at Burdwan from which you will 
observe that Govindpersad Roy has not yet furnished security to abide ^ 
the eventual judgment in appeal, and of course he will endeavour to 
throw every obstacle in the way of the case proceeding m order to 
delay as long as possible the payment of what is due from him. 

4 . Three months have elapsed since a reference was made by the 
Judge to the Hooghly Court to ascertain the sufficiency of the 
securities tendered by the appellant, no answer has been yet received 
and none will be received unless the matter is pressed forward. 1 beg 
therefore to suggest that you send for the Vakeel and direct him to 
press the Court to repeat the call on the Judge of Hooghly and if 
the security tendered proves insufficient to execute the decree 

5. Another action of a similar kind filed against Government by 
the late Stamp Darogah has been a long time depending in the 
Burdwan Court , why it has not long ago been decided I cannot 
imagine, the case is a very plain one, and the Vakeel should be 
directed to press it to decision as early as possible ^ 

248. Mr. Molony’s further letter to the Collector of Burdwan re; 
the above matter (5 May, 1828.) 

Sir, 

May 1 beg to call your attention to a letter which 1 had the honor 
to address to you on the 3rd April 1827, on the subject of the decree 
passed in the Zillah Court of Burdwan in favour of Government 
against Govindpersaud Roy who held the office of Abkaree 
Tuhseeldar under Mr. Digby and to be informed whether in 
pursuance of the suggestions offered in the 5th and 6th Paragraphs of 
that letter any measures were adopted m the above case, and in the 
case of the late Stamp Darogah which then remained undecided f 

* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 147. 

t Records pf the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 155, p 4. 
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249 Ridhap«rtBUd Roy • letter tubmUtlng a pat|t[on to QOvernment 
(UJuly 1818 ) 

Sir 

I request the favor of your layins before the Right Honble 
the Governor General in Council the accompanying Petition 
together vrith the documents therein mentioned and have the 
honor to be * 

Enoloi 

To The Right Honorable 

Lord William Cavendiah Bentinck 

Governor General m Council flcca &ca 
^ Fort WiUiam 

Shev^eth 

That your Petitioner, a Brahmin by birth and for some years 
Officiahng Shenstadar of the CoUectorship of Burdwan, was at the 
instance of Mr Molony Remerabmocer of Law put on his trial 
on a charge of having been concerned in an embezzlement of the 
Pubhc Money from the Treasury of that Collectorship; but was 
fully acquitted by the Judges of the Sudder Nizarout Adawlut after 
an enquiry almost unprecedented m rigor and prosecuted in a 
manner pecuharly disadvantageous with the Defendant your 
Petitioner 

Notwithstanding the oppressive course which your Petitioner 
can he hopes, satufaclonly shew to your Lordship was pursued 
agamst him on this occasion your Pcbboner refrained from making 
any representatioo on the subject to Government so long as the 
investigation was conducted before the regular and established 
tnbonals of Justice though in some instances he was obliged to 
appeal agamst the unfair conduct of the Prosecutor nor would 
your PebUoner now have thought it becommg to trouble your 
Lordship with this address bad not other individuals equally 
innocent with himself been mvolved in his misfortune and had not 
the rancorous enmity which has been subsequently evinced by 
the Gentleman towards your Petitioner forbidden them from 
chenthmg any hope of redress at his hands For not content 
with pushing the tnal through every possible stage Mr Molony 
has endeavoured to nullify the acquittal pronounced by the Judges 
in recommending to your Lordships Government that a Decree 
passed by the highest Judical Tnbunal m India (vide the Appen 

JndicUl (CrimW) Ptocg* 31 July IBZfl, Nq28 
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dix No. I) should be reversed that your Petitioner though found 
Innocent by thenij should by your Lordship be treated as guilty 
and incapable of ever holding any employment in the Public 
Service. 

Your Petitioner is however principally actuated by another 
motive m which he is confident of meeting with your Lordships 
condescending approbation and sympathy He humbly hopes that 
by bringing his case fully before your Lordship, measures may 
suggest themselves by which the hardship that others who may 
fall into similar circumstances with those m which your Petitioner 
was involved, are exposed to, from the present mode of conduct- 
ing such prosecutions may in future be provided against and that 
the prejudice, prepossession and pride of a Public prosecutor may not 
again be admitted to array themselves against the accused either 
in condemnation and punishment before Trial, exertion of undue 
influence in its progress or further prosecution after innocence has 
been judicially established. 

The grievances of which your Petitioner has to complain are 
principally the following. That though deputed merely to investigate 
the embezzlement at Burdwan Mr Molony commenced the enquiry 
by prejudging the guilt not merely of your Petitioner but of others 
who either were or whom he thought proper to allege were 
connected with him either as Relations or friends 2dly. That not 
content with the exertion of his utmost influence to procure the 
condemnation of your Petitioner in Court Mr. Molony has misre- 
presented evidence and many circumstances in his public reports and 
thus given a false coloring to the grounds on which he thought pro- 
per to recommend the prosecution of your Petitioner, which could not 
fail to prejudice the Public Authorities into the adoption of the 
validity of the changes on which your Petitioner was prosecuted 
and 3dly That thus prejudging, he adopted a system of inti- 
midation of the most Tyrannical description which left your Peti- 
tioner utterly destitute of support and exposed him to the triumph- 
ant and unchecked malice of his false accusers, whose statements in 
general were on the other hand received with confidence on no 
other grounds apparently than that they went against your 
Petitioner. 

In support of the first complaint lyour Petitioner has only to 
refer your Lordship in Council to Mr Molonys own report of the 16th 
August 1824, regarding his proceedings and those of the Acting 
Collector on the 12th of that month (Vide Appendix No. 2). It will 
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be there seen lliat in concert wth the new Acting Collector the 
very day after his receiving charge Mr Molony without any pro 
ce^ng in the nature of Regular investigation thought proper to 
disgrace and punish by dismissal several Officers of the Collector 
•hip without a single charge of any kind being even preferred 
against them The Head Senshtadar Koonjcebehnrry Roy was he 
alleged, understood to he ‘An old dependent of Roy a the father of 
Radhapunisaud Your Pehlioner and seemed to Mr Molony ignorant 
of his duty such, ore the reasons stated for his suspension and 
subsequent dismissal yet the information was totally false and the 
Charge of incapacity utterly unfounded ns was aftcr^vards fully shown 
oby the late Collector Mr Digby in his reply of the 22d September 
1824 (Vide Appendix No 3) who on the other hand proves that 
this man a Pubhc Servant of 20 years standing possessed Testi 
monialt of high character from Gentlemen in the Civil Service 
whose opinions were certainly worthy of being weighed 

against Mr Molony’s expenencee of one day The letters of 
Mr C T Scaly and Mr John Miller in the Appendix No 4 will 
convince your Lordship in Council of the Justice of this assertion 
Besides if his efficiency for conducting the dubes of his situaUoa had 
been really a matter of queshon the regular course which ought to 
have been followed, was to have sent him into Calcutta for the exa 
rainabon and orders of the Board of Revenue Accidental aimflanty 
of name appears to have been the real cause of Koonjubebarry a 
misfortune though he was not even of the same caste os your Peb 
tioner and though it was untrue that he had ever been dependant of 
your Pebboner s father, the declarahon that such a arcurastance was a 
ground for the dismissal of a Public Servant will tesbfy to your Lord 
ship m Council at it did most prejudicially for j our Petiboner to the 
Inhabitants of Burdwan the spirit m which the invcshgabon (if such 
proceedings deserve not rather the name of persecubon ) was com 
raenced 

Next to Koonjubebarry Roy came Lallah Muddun Gopaul a nabve 
of Allahabad who had spent the greater poi bon of hit hfc m Public 
employment uncer Mr Dean and other Gentlemen of the Civil Service 
with a deservedly high reputabon for ability and strict mtegnty He 
had been promoted under the late Collector from the situabon of 
head Moonthee on the Pulbiindy Department to that of Acting Shens 
tadnr in the room of your Pebboner at after your Pebboner had first 
been charged with embezzlement by the Treasurer before the Magis 
trato ho being required to be in Daily attendance at the Judicial Court 
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could no longer attend the duties of his Office and consequently was 
necessitated to resign his situation This Muddun Gopaul was alleged 
in the leport and the proceedings (in the Appendix No 2) to be “a 
dependant of his” your Petitioners and for no other avowed reason 
than that he was represented as a friend of youi Petitioner, and this 
woithy person not merely deprived of his promotion and of his former 
situation but also exposed to disgrace by sentence of dismissal Publicly 
pronounced on the same day the 1 2th August in open Cutcherry 
Had your Petitioner been not merely charged with peculation but 
found guilty of Treasonable attempts against the Government of the 
Country, he presumes to think that the Punishment without Trial or 
even prosecution of those who were merely alleged to be his friends, 
would be pronounced a most rigorous and even Tyrannical Measure 

Still more severe and violent measures were adopted against those 
who were represented to Mr Molony as relations to your Petitioner. 
Ramchundei Gungoly a distant relation of your Petitioner by marriage 
whom Mr Molony describes to be “his near relation” was on the 
12th August, the veiy same day formerly mentioned, suspended and 
handed over to the Magistrate, without any specific charge The reason 
assigned for the proceeding against this Individual who was one of 
the keepers of native Records, was that a perusal of Papers in English 
&ca excited a suspicion of his participation in the embezzlement 
(Vide appendix No 2) He was superseded by another person before 
the result of his Trial was known, and notwithstanding his acquittal 
by the Judicial Tribunal, his restoration to the situation has thus been 
prevented. Next to Ramchunder Gungoly was Govmdpeisaud Roy 
Acting Darogha of Abkaree the only relation of your Petitioner’s that 
held any place in that Collectorship He was punished by imme- 
diate dismissal and delivered over to the Magistrate as a criminal on 
the charge of embezzlement of the Revenue of Government due. 
Although he was consequently involved in much trouble and disgrace, 
yet the only consolation which he received was an honorable acquittal 
by the Judicial Court 

Your Petitioner was thus, in the first instance, virtually condemned 
without any regular enquiry and treated as a person with whom it 
was criminal and punishable to be reported to have been connected or 
even acquainted, though your Petitioner was then m daily attendance 
at the Criminal Court to defend himself against the charge of Embez- 
zlement brought by the Treasurer and consequently was to be re- 
garded as Innocent both in the sight of Law and Common Justice 
until he should be proved Guilty At Burdwan such was the immediate 



512 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


and as your Lordship must at onco perceive the ncccBsaiy cifcct of 
those measures that native Officers and the people m general were 
afraid to be seen in company with your Petitioner ns if intercourse 
with him would be regarded as Treason against the elate and would 
consequently subject them to Criminal Prosecution or occasion at least 
the loss of their situations and reputation Hence every one ceased 
to visit him or even to notice him while m his attendance at the Court 
and thereby the Treasurer end his friends were greatly encouraged to 
persevere m their false charges and to intimidate persons who might 
otherwise have stood by your Petitioner and boldly contradicted 
what his enemies advanced or insinuated against him 
^ That in support of the second complaint that Mr Molony has 
misrepresented evidence and misstated many circumstances m his 
public reports and thus a false coloring to the grounds on which he 
thought proper to recommend the prosecution of your Petihoncr 
which could not fail to prejudice the Public authonties into a per 
suasion, of the validity of the charges on which your Petitioner was 
prosecuted your petitionor entreats your Lordship s attention to the 
following facts That before he had time to make any regular invest! 
gabon mto the merits of the question of embezzlement Mr Molony 
sent to Goverament a report of the case full of hasty conjectures dated 
the 1 6th August (four days after the charge of the Office had been 
delivered) ropresenbng your Pehhoner as a public peculator and 
making the same unfavorable impression in every quarter by private 
and public means That Gentleman having thus prejudged the case 
his subsequent investigations were anxiously directed ebcit evidence 
that might have a tendency to confirm his report and display his 
penetrabon Pebhoner begs leave to point out m the first place some 
of Mr Molony s misrepresentationa in the reports of the 16th August 
and 10th September 1824 for the considerabon of your Lordship in 
Council In stabng * the substance of the Pebbon which was pre* 
sented to Mr Hutchinson ( the Magistrate) by Sheonaram the 
Treasurer Mr Molony not being content with the language of the 
Pebbon though extremely prejudicial to your Pobboncr s character 
makes two addibons to which no allusion whatever was made m that 
pebbon apparently vnth a view to give weight to the general charge 
advanced in it by subsequent representabons The first of the addi 
tions aUuded to is that ‘ at last 2 Lacs were ordered to bo remitted 
to Morshedabad but only Ibc was forthcoming Rndhaprusad 
and hu relatives Ramchunder Gungoly and Govindprusad Roy 
consulted and made every effort to get money from zumindar s 
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Mookhtars and on the 4th or 5th Srawun the halves of Bank notes 
for 26,500 were pawned and 14000 raised thereon and that remittance 
was got off” (Vide Mr Molony’s report of the I6th. August 
Para 3d) To substantiate this addition of his so decidedly criminating 
the character of your Petitioner Mr. Molony stated m a positive 
manner (Para 5) that ‘'direct evidence as to the halves of notes for 
26,500 Rs. having been pawned through the Agency of Radhaprusad^^ 
had been laid before the Magistrate and this endeavoured to establish 
at once the guilt of your Petitioner m the Conviction of Government 
Your Petitioner now embraces this opportunity of laying before your 
Lordship m Council an authenticated copy of the Petition presented^ 
to the Magistrate by the Treasurer in the Appendix No. 5 and also 
of the evidence of the Gomashta of the Banker (No 6) to whom the 
halves of the notes were pawned exculpating your Petitioner and his 
relations, assured that these Documents, when compared with 
Mr. Molony’s Statements above referred to, will testify to your 
Lordship in Council the validity of this assertion of your Petitioner. 
Mr. Molony did not stop here he again related the circumstance in 
his report of the 10th of September 1824 (Para 26) m the most 
unequivocal mannei as if he had been himself an eye witness of the 
alleged transaction ‘St was” he says, "at this juncture that Radha- 
pursad Roy took and pawned the halves of Bank notes of which the 
other halves had been remitted to the General Treasury on the 30th. 
June and raised the sum of 14,000 Rs. upon them. This is in evidence 
strongly, the Poddar to whom they were pawned having deposed to 
the fact”. Now your Petitioner beseeches your Lordship’s attention 
to the evidence given by the Poddar himself (appendix No 7) 
exonerating your Petitioner from the charge An authenticated copy 
of the evidence and its original translation by Mr Blacquire were, as 
called for, forwarding to the late Collector and are still among the 
Records of Government, as is acknowledged in Mr. Digby’s reply to 
the Board (Para 32) dated the 9th October 1 824 

Mr Molony secondly adds another circumstance (Para 3) as if it 
had been a part of the Petition presented to the Magistrate by the 
Treasurer that '‘in answer to a demand of 50,000 Rs sent from the 
Commercial Resident at Humpal, Radhaprusad Roy made Mr Digby 
write and say ‘‘he had no money in deposit’ L And to corroborate 
this allegation that Gentleman not only repeated again the same 
circumstance in the report of the I6th but in the subsequent report 
dated the 10th September thus dwells on the subject “Mr. Digby this 
time was extremely ill and none of the Draughts of the Letters 
65 
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(wntlen to the Commercial Resiaenls) are in his hands Writing 
They were drawn up by the Head Wntcr Pclambcr Chuttooja evident 
ly m concert with Radhapruaad Here Mr Molony ukc upon 
himself to declare posihvcly that they were written by the head 
wnler ‘evidently m concert wlh your Petitioner” without even 
attempting to assign the least ground for coming to such certain 
conclusionj while on the contrary this head vmter a declaration 
before the Magistrate in presence of Mr Molony exculpates your 
Petitioner from having any concern in Drafting or despatching these 
letters Besides Mr Digby a reply dated the 9lh October 1624 
(Para 25) gives a full cxplanaUon of the Draughts attended to 

As to the statement of Mr Molony that every important post m 
the Office was filled by some one connected with the family of 
Radhapursad your Petitioner humbly begs to refer your Lordship 
to Paragraphs from 16 to 30 of the reply of Mr Digbys dated the 
22d September 1824 ns proving this charge to hove been found in 
mere prejudice or rashly adopted misinformation There are several 
other mis representations made by that Gentleman though not so 
widely ditferent from truth yet tending to prejudice the Public 
authorities against yoor Petitioner such as reporting the Treasurer 
to be ‘ a youth of 10 or 19 years of ago which the Treasurer himself 
did not think it necessary to assume an oge below 22, and describing 
Ramchunder Gungoly a distant connection of your Petitioner by 
marriage, to be a near relation &ca But your Petitioner feels 
reluctance in claiming any longer your Lordships altenlton on the 
present occasion as the instances which your Pebhoner has already 
brought to the notice of Government suffice he presumes to verify 
hiB second complaint 

Your PcUUonei however begs lo be peimiUed to point out one 
gross inconsistency or rather self contradiction found in the state- 
ments of Mr Molony entreatmg your Lordships observabon of the 
spirit It evinces While m defiance of the highest Judicial Authonty 
Mr Molony holds your Pefaboner m his final report to Government 
as the principal delmquent that Gentleman on the other hand 
declared (!5th February 1626} after the conclusion of the trial that 
your Pehhoner equally with the other Defendants was he thought 
only guilty of prmty concerning the embezzlement and consequently 
equally with the others liable lo punishment So much was that 
Gentleman led away by his prejudice agamst your Pebboner that 
though possessed of a sb-ong memory ho cnbroly overlooked what 
he as the Remembrancer of Law has recorded m the Judicial 
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Proceedings held at no very distant period viz. in the 2d sessions of 
1826. (Vide Appendix No 8). 

In support of the third complaint that Mr. Molony adopted a 
system of intimidation of the most Tyrannical description which left 
your Petitioner utterly destitute of support and exposed him to the 
triumphant and unchecked mare of his false accusers whose state- 
ments in general were, on the other hand, received with confidence, 
your Petitioner lays before your Lordship in Council an extract from 
a Durkhast (Appendix No. 9) which he was necessitated for his own 
safety to present to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, giving a specimen 
of the hostility manifested by Mr. Molony towards your Petitioner in 
conducting the prosecution. This petition was delivered into the 
Court of Sudder Nizamut on the 1 3th. of August 1825, and was read 
and recorded on the 15th. Mr. Molony by applying to that Court 
thro the Government Pleader, procured a copy of the Petition on 
the following day (16), but the facts set forth in the Petition that 
Gentleman has not, to the best of your Petitioner’s knowledge, ever 
offered to impugn, and an order accompanied with a copy of the same 
Petition was on the 20th of that month issued to the Judge at Burdwan 
then on his circuit and that Gentleman (Mr A B Tod) from his strict 
regard for truth, as your Petitioner has been informed, made no 
attempt to contradict even the least item therein mentioned. The 
extract alluded to is as follows. — 

“Lately, on the 28th of July 1825 his honor Mr. Alexander Brewer 
“Todd the second Judge of the Court of Circuit having arrived at the 
“zillah of Burdwan, and having brought on the cause on the first day 
“of August made an order for the reading of the depositions of the 
“witnesses who appeared at the preceding session. His honor Mr.. 
“Molony, having from that day, occupied a seat in the Court of Circuit, 
“has commenced in a greater degree than formerly, to interfere m 
“every point, ^hen the deposition of Ramtunnoo Dutt a witness for 
“the prosecution was under perusal, his honor Mr. Molony, addressing 
“himself to the Mooftee of the Court of Circuit, said “had I been aware 
“that this witness would have given such evidence as this, I would have 
“included him also among the Defendants.” After this day, during 
“the examination of the witnesses for the Defence, and production of 
“some Documents, his honor Mr. Molony was not deficient in putting 
“irrelevant questions to them which could only be considered as tend- 
“ing to perplex their minds and to produce contradictions in their 
“testimony — and after the examination of one witness had been con- 
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“eluded and the deposition of another had been commenced with 
* the Court rose* and the other witnesses whose examination hod not 
commenced together with the witness whose depositions had not 
‘concluded on that day were token into the Custody of the Fouzdarry 
Nazir, 1 e four among them, were confined in the lock up-ploce of the 
‘ Nazar at his quarters and one of them who had a small zemendarry 
withm the zillah of Burdwan remained in Custody of Peons — And 
not one among these, obtamed his emancipation from this disgrace 
till his cxarainahon was concluded — but the witnesses for the Pro 
‘ secution for the Khozonchee and for others by the shadow of the 
Protection afforded them by his honor Mr Molony notwithstanding 
evident contradicbons among themselves remained m the Cradle 
‘of tranquility and honor m every respect * 

Protector of the Poor it cannot be hid from your Judicial pene- 
tration, that from such indignities to the witnesses called by your 
‘ Petitioner and from the manifest difference of treatment of the 
vntnesses of the Prosecutor and the Witnesses of the Defendant what 
powerful dread must have seized the remaining witnesses of your 
‘ Pebtionei — because, some of them» who are respectable persons of 
‘this Distnct have upon mbmation of this tiding secreted themselves 
‘ m such a manner that your Pebboner has been unable up to this, to 
produce them Ultimately on the 3d day of the month of August, for 
the produebon of three Witnesses named at the preceding Sessions 
and four others for the issuing of subpoenas against whom I had 
pebboned pnor to the present sessions, this cause remamed Postpon 
ed to the 25th day of the month — Although from a sense of jusbee 
the Judge of the Court of Circuit made an order for the produebon 
‘ of the four several Witnesses recently named yet having returned 
back most of the Documents that your Pebboner had adduced he 
was pleased to say with his bps (which are interpreters of munifi 
cenco) why were not these papers put in at the former Session — 
Dispenser of Jusbee how lamentable is the condibon of the 
Defendant who standing the whole day m a public Court among a 
crowd of Peons should not possess the daring to utter a word 
vnthont the permission of the Prosecutor (being one of the autho 
nbes of the tnne and a companion of the Judge and being received 
m the light of Master by the Mooftee and the other Officers of the 
Court of Circuit and seatmg himself m the bench side by side with the 
Judge) should sometimes use threatening expressions to the Witnesses 
of the Defendant and at other bmes expressions of slight to the 
Defendant hin^self, without feanng any rctahnbon 
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As these circumstances speak for themselves and sufficiently indi- 
cate the nature of the disadvantages and difficulties your Petitioner 
experienced thioughout the Trial, he refrains from any further 
intrusion upon your Lordships time with their details. 

While he was thus adopting every possible Hostile measure in 
conducting the prosecution against your Petitioner, Mr. Molony, 
from an entire reliance on the bare statement of the Treasurer 
worded his report of the 1 0th. September (Para*. 29) in a manner 
so favorable to the cause of the Treasurer as to leave no room for 
Governrnent to suspect even his knowledge of the embezzlement, 
declaring at the same time positively as if he had been confidently 
informed of the fact by your Petitioner, that he being frightened at^ 
the idea of a new Gentleman being deputed to take charge of that 
Collectorship, endeavoured, in concert with the Deputy Treasurer 
to make up the deficiency and at last attempted to persuade the 
Treasurer to abscond when he (your Petitioner) found himself un- 
able to replace the whole of the sum embezzled. Although the 
whole proceedings of the case held at three successive Circuits and 
especially the letters written by the father of the Treasurer and by 
the Deputy Treasurer himself (now among the Judicial Records) 
exculpate your Petitioner from this charge, yet your Petitioner hum-" 
bly begs to be permitted to quote a clause from a letter dated the 
9th October 1824 written by Mr Digby the late Collector, who not 
only expressed there what that Gentleman knew personally of the 
circumstance but being thoroughly convinced of the falsity of his 
charge offered to make Affidavit to the fact before Judicial Author- 
ity previous to his departure for the Cape The sentence above 
referred to is as follows — “In the 29th Paragraph he (Mr Molony) 
‘‘affirms positively with hinting at all on what sort of foundation 
“the statement rests as if from his own personal knowledge that 
“Radhaprusad Roy knew of the embezzlement before my leave 
“of absence, and was anxiously laboring to raise the money defi- 
“cient in preparation for giving over the Treasury to the Gentleman 
“who should be deputed to act, and that the failure of these 
“attempts to raise the money before the time fixed for my 
“departure, caused the detection of the defalcation. I cannot help 
“observing that the above view of the matter is quite inconsistent 
“with my own personal knowledge of Radhaprusads conduct. — For 
“if my removal had been calculated to involve him m such serious 
“difficulty and distress, he must have been anxious by every means 
“of persuasion, he would think of, to try to have it deferred a little 
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‘Monger, which waa perfectly in my option^ oa the order of the Board 
permitted me to wnte to Mr Armatrong to relieve me when it 
should amt my oNvn convenience — But Rndhapruaad Roy inatead 
‘of discovering any aolicitude whatever for delay expresaed aatii 
‘faction when he had heard that 1 waa about to apply to Govern- 
‘ment for leave of absence ond when subsequently na abovemen 
tioned it waa at my ophon to leave the station he expressed a hope 
‘that for the sake of my Health, 1 would not delay taking advant 
‘age of the change of air and suggested to me to >vnte immedia 
Icly for Mr Armstrong to relieve me — If Radhapruiad had been 
guilty and possessed great influence over me as represented in 
^ these two reports he would surely have tned to exert some part 
‘of this influence on such an emergency to ward ofl by o little delay 
the immment danger that was impending over hun as represented “ 
Your Pebtioner has thus %vitK much reluctance animadverted on 
such parts of Mr Molony’s public conduct only as can be sabsfac 
tonly proved from a reference to Of&cial Papers and Public Records 
he trusts will serve to tesbfy to your Lordship m what an unprece- 
dented and unwarrantable manner the prosecution \vas begun and 
earned on throughout by that Gentleman Mr Molony having failed 
to bring utter rum upon your Pcliboner by a Judicial Tnal or even 
to detect m person or through his numerous and acbvo nabve Agents 
any fault in your Pebboner m the discharge of the duties attached 
to his ovra Department as Seruhtadar although Mr Digby challenged 
him to do so in reply (Para 9) under date the 9lh October 1824 
yet in violabon of every pnnciple of JusUcc he recommends Govern 
ment virtually to disgrace your Pebboner as if he had been a real 
peculator of the Government funds and throws out insmuabons on 
the Judgement of three most honorable and able Judges of the Sudder 
Nizamut Adawlut (Messrs W Loycestcr C Smith and C T Scaly) 
who unanimously pronounced the acquitul of your Pebboner (repre 
•enbng their decision such as no one) except these Judges who has 
read the Proceedings and Letters connected with the case could 
pass Your Pebboner in considerabon of these circumstances deems 
it proper to lay before your Lordship in Council an authenbeated 
copy and tranilabon of the Futwn (Appendix No 10) given by the 
Law Officers of the Sudder Nizamut and confirmed by the Judges 
of that Court briefly summoning up the whole evidence of the case 
in quesbon by perusal of which your Lordship will he trust fully 
ascertain whether the refleebon cast by Mr Molony on the decision 
of tbe Judges of the Nizamut Adavflut be jusbSable or whether they 
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proceed from the same spirit m which the prosecution against your 
Petitioner was begun and afterwards conducted by that Gentleman 
It IS true as Mr. Molony stated that before this Criminal case came 
to the hearing of those Judges, two years had passed from the time of 
its commencement and proceedings had been previously held and 
evidences taken m their absence. In like manner almost a period 
of two years had elapsed before it was tried by Mr. Walpole and the 
Law Officers of the Court of Circuit and nearly all evidences and 
papers had been taken in the two preceding Sessions ; but your 
Petitioner presumes that no length of time nor the circumstances of 
evidences and Documents having been taken in inferior Courts could ^ 
change the facts and merits of the case or render counterfeit Docu- 
ments actually produced that had been faithfully recorded and strictly 
preserved. Such is the nature of Mr. Molony’s excuses for his 
failure m this prosecution, which, if admitted to be well founded, 
would have the effect of destroying the utility of all Courts of Appeal 
and your Petitioner therefore leaves it with confidence to your Lord- 
ship m Council to form a just estimate of their insufficiency 

Your Petitioner further respectfully but earnestly begs leave to 
solicit the attention of your Lordship m Council to the personal 
sufferings which Mr. Molony’s proceedings entailed upon your Peti- 
tioner and those most dear to him. Your Petitioner was for a period 
of two years, contrary to the whole tenour of his past life, exposed 
to perpetual insult and endured the most tormenting anxiety of mind 
under cruel and unjust accusations. To have been made the object 
and almost the victim of such relentless prosecution at his very 
entrance on Public life, your Lordship in Council must be aware will 
have the worst possible effect upon his future usefulness to myself 
and his friends The health of his venerated father whose name was 
on so many occasions so unnecessarily and so invidiously intro- 
duced into the proceedings by Mr Molony has been seriously 
affected by the disgrace which appeared to threaten his family in the 
person of your Petitioner, his constitution has not, even now, re- 
covered from the shock which it then received, a fact which will be 
proved by the Certificate of Mr Alexander Halliday, M D his 
medical attendant (Vide Appendix No 1 1) and as a melancholy addi- 
tion to your Petitioner’s misfortunes he has no doubt that the illness 
which terminated in the death of his beloved mother was produced 
and perpetuated by the same cause, in proof of which the Affidavit 
of her medical attendant is annexed (No 12). That your Petitioner 
has thus been made the means, through the calumnious and unjust 
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proceedings of olhcri of cntniling such cnlnmiticB upon his ncarcsl 
and dearest relaUons will always be a source of biller reflection lo 
him but he does not refer lo these distressing fads for the purpose 
of cxciUng a short lived feeling of pity but to show how deeply and 
extensively perversion of the course of Justice affects the happiness 
both of individuals and families 

In conclusion your Petitioner docs not on legal grounds ask for 
any reparation of the private injuries he has suffered but he begs 
leave respectfully to submit to your Lordship in Council the pro* 
pnety of adopting such measures as wiU lessen if not destroy such 
private and Official influence as was exercised m his case by the Prosc- 
^culor on behalf of Government and influence which lends lo overawe 
the timid) to create and nourish discontent) and to bring to re* 
collecbon the arbitrary usages of the former Government and tbc 
uncontrolled privileges enjoyed by its Agents Your Pctiboner docs 
not presume to suggest the measure which may be deemed adequate 
to this object) but he trusts the preceding detail clearly prove the 
necessity of them and he confides for their adoption in the Public 
pledges which the British Nation and the British Government have 
given that they desire to see pure and impartial Justice adminutered 
to the Natives of India 

And your PeUboner as in duly bound will ever pray * 

360 Govirnraent I reply to the above petition of Rsdhiperssud Roy (31 
July 1638 ) 

Ordered that the Secretary wnle the following letter lo Baboo 
Radhaprusad Roy 

To Baboo Radhaprusad Roy 

Having laid your letter dated the 23d Instant with the Petition 
and Documents which accompanied it before the Right Honble the 
Governor General in Council I am directed to return the letter, and 
lo acqusmt you that the Petibon is not considered to require any parb 
culai orders from Government t 

Council Chamber I am Scca 

The 3l.t July 1828 (Signed) H Shateipear 

Secy to Govt 


Jodld 1 (Crimiti*!), PiocBf 31 July 1828 No 29 
t JodlcUl (Cilmln*]) Procg» 31 Joly |828 No 30 
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251. Letter from the Deputy Superintendent & Remembrancer of Legal 
Affairs (Mr. J Hawkins) to the Collector of Burdwan transmitting copy of 
a reply proposed to be filed by Government in Govindpersaud Roy’s case. (18 
April, 1829.) 

Govindpersaud Roy Appt. 

-vs- 

CoIIector of Burdwan Respt 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to send for your perusal a copy of the reply I 
propose to file to the “Mojebat’* of the Appellant in the above case 
should you approve of it ; in which case 1 shall be obliged by your 
returning it as soon as conveniently practicable with a stamp of 4 
Rupees to be furnished to the Government Pleader A copy of thc^ 
Moiebat has 1 believe been sent by the Pleader to you *' 

252. Mr Hawkins' letter in reply to that Of the Collector Of Burdwan re: 
Govindpersaud Roy’s case (29 April, 1829.) 

Govindpersaud Roy Appt. 

-vs- 

CoIIector of Burdwan Respt 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th Instant and its enclosures. 

2 J^or the reasons mentioned in the 2d paragraph 
of your letter under acknowledgement 1 have adopted the line of 
defence proposed by you as being best calculated to meet the case; 
a copy of your answer has accordingly been sent with the necessary 
instructions to the Government Pleader of the Calcutta Provincial 
Court. 

3. I beg to return the original draft transmitted 

by you.f 

253. Radhapersaud Roy’s further letter to Government informing of his 
desire to publish the documents etc. connected with hfs case With Govern- 
ment’s remark. (28 May, 1829.) 

Sir, 

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st July 
1828 by which 1 regret to perceive that the Right Honorable the Gover- 
nor General in Council does not deem it necessary to take any 

* Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol 157 
t Records of the Burdwan Collectorate, Vol. 157 
66 
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mensures with reference to the pmyer of my petition dated the 23d 
July 1623 m which were pointed out certain practical nbuscs on the 
part of a public officer of Government that brought on me individuolly 
the greatest hardship and misfortune 

] now beg you nviII be pleased to inform 
Government that in oddition to the injunca which my enemies have 
done me they are still I understand promulgating reports severely 
prejudicial to my character t I am therefore induced from a motive 
of self defence against the poisonous whispers of my enemies to 
publish the documents connected with the proceedings in my cose 
with the pebtion which I had the honor to address to the Right 
^Honorable the Governor General in Council and your reply thereto 
that both the British and Indian Publick may have an opportunity of 
judging of the merit of the case and pronouncing their impartial 
opimon on the subject * 

Remark The Governor General m Council observes that the fore 
going letter requuc no orders 


JudlcUl (Criminal) Proeg* 29 May |629 No 70 
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APPENDIX 1. 

Govindplusaud Roy -vs- Rammohun Roy 
EXHIBITS 

A Deed of Sale of Inlooks Govindporc and Rnmmesscrporc 
c\cculcd by Rnmmobun Roy in favour of Rajiblochun Roy, 7lh 
Pan's!!, 1206 B S. (20lh December. 1799) In Persian. 

(See Plalc I) 

B Lkrnrnama or Deed of Agreement executed by Rajiblochun 
Roy m favour of Gooroodoss Mookerjee declaring that he has made 
henamt purchase for him of talooks Govindporc and Rnmmesscrporc 
from Rammohun Roy, 7lh Paush, 1206 B S. (20th December, 1799). y 
In Bengali. 

tv 

^^1 

80 0^ 

ente^ c^1^t^1 

"</f^5f ’itPjT 's 

^P\U C^TR Tt'Q^I ^pfl 

IPs ^ I 

Rt“ 


Rt” 

’i" 

Rl” 



(See Plate II) 
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C Deed of Sale of lolooks Govindporc ond Rammcsjcrpore 
executed by Gooroodoia Mookerjee son of Sridhnr Mookerjee jn 
favour of Rammohun Roy 2nd Mogh 1218 B S (Mlh January 
1812) In Pcraian 

(See Plate 111) 

D CertiScate of Registration of tolooks Govindporc ond 
Rammesserpore m the name of Gooroodoas Mookerjee granted by 
ibe Collector of Burdwan 1218 B S In Persian 

E Certificate of Regutrotion of talookt Govindporc and Rammesser 
pore m the name of Rammohun Roy granted by ibe Collector of 
^ Burdwan 7th September 1814 23rd Bhadm 1221 B S In Persian 
& Bengali 

F Letter from Juggomohun Roy to Hiraram Challcrjcc ond 
Jagannath Mszumdar 7th Kartik In Bengali 

(Addresses on the Reverse) 

K^Pit'ORi 3^3 


’fTOfiire 'sw ^finrhittnra 

few w ’itPt o8^^^55l wM* >itq? feftn =f1Rr^ 

Cl’lflS'l 'tll'rt 3^3* 7TC»rt5=I «)T1 '6 ’i*tRS Irtwt Xl*! 

>iwrt5 ’ffinrtft m ftc’^w ■<?« wn ? v}ncn oft 

w’S ft’Wa 'W njnft « "iftti Wt>i 1 sift'ift wfit 

’T® few ifl ’fft ’W3icn >11 »ift ft>t5 jwftsutni 
JR^CS few >8^ < 1 ® ’TS^t ftftn fwl WWn ’if^ 

W'lft ftc>R ilHt 'SW ’R?? 

fefem >mw ’nft y w >rfTO nifetSfroft ^3n»iftft «n i 
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G Letter from Jupgomohun Roy to Rnmmohun Roy acknowledging 
a loan of Rs. 1,000/- 3rd Falgun, 1211 B. S (I3tli February, 1805) In 
Bengali 


Cl I'll Fit 




rr 



^1^1^ ^tTl fr '•1-5 ^T fetTl » 

^t<j=]l^ FlFJql 

7171 3lt?l ^pT^f O 

(See Plate IV) 

M Leltei of Agreement or Ekrar from Juggomohun Roy to 
Rajiblochun Roy, llthAshar, 1218 B S (23rd June, 1812). In Bengali 

'sfPlTl 

C^ CJRl v£i^“ ’•IH Tl“ 

^t:<0 C^ T^T ^ 

n\^ ^ Ttfl c^ 

C^ CtT^O 

fel ^^^^4 ^TTlT FiFfi1 

^ TTPl 

Tt“^ ^l° ^'9^# 

(?) 

(See Plate V) 
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I Kobuliynl executed by Becharam Sen in favour of Rammobun 
Roy lOtb Paushj 1221 B S (23rd December 1814) In Bengali 

4iiRcai 

(tr— 

*nfiRt iR mi Jitntev ftiRt =fitaii'r:ii ‘R’liR 
'Jar ?aR5ia « itra^ R^ma istiiT ■e ftR on it) tiaf RR^ftaa 
Rffii ’nt4i RtRlrr CRbraa ^fac*R 3[^re CRlana 
W? (RTaRaa ^ aTRia Rtflat ’fpi ’Jtrtia rRjjr fiR R^lna (*CRa Ti!m 
RR RRR aftai ^a ^facRR 'f.ittar* rrmi aataa 'fiR'i =»faai fra ca 
om atTli afaa ri nft ca ’atta apt4i ffi 'il^tra c=fR «iRmra vtata 
alw atfra aca 'sfrta ^afa cafr •Rtata (Hi >aat RRlarea aam affrl 
a^aar Rtai Rifa Rtatta f^a WFicaa af^ uimtai ai^ ariacaa a^a 
cnata cata afri afa ca aaa_a aaa atca «iial atcaa aai^ »rtata Ptaala 
ata auaa ataRaa atfataa 9a^(a cat^ acatta fra 'aaatti( Rtaai atalc^ 
Etafii aaa afaai aaafr 'tafafrai fwa ^ aa 5a<> ata •rsiti^ata 
laR s cata 
talft 

^ataafa 
attatxfaaa 

at afrtafatr 


9afaatafaa 
att atataaa 


^aaacataa atm 
att atataaa 



an 



PLATE I 



Deed of Sale executed by Eammohun Eoy 




ii. !i 


" ' ■ 



m'Jrpi :^v-i.irVi->> 

3T5^irrf?i.:3" >Fj>5^"* TWi^r'i pnf^ 

5ir^ ■rrpT 'Srf^w r^Tmrps jjyi>I''^^ . 

^ •->X^-^rvS> . . Vr/Trrt'Cftri- rfr573> t l^T.TTrr. 


^jnms^wr 1- . . 




fif Sfirsv^i — ' 
'TR'il^^T'W'" 






Agreement executed by Rajiblochun R 




pLAn: III 


1 


■ >- y/;^ ^ ^ S 

/». /• , /yX 

vt/**'^y/ /aV /» . w ^ '% / ^ 

jf/ ' ^ // * ' ' / *' «A' 

^ ^ ■* yf^yir, 


,./y/ ;(? 


( ^A*f 

//./ 

‘< U' 

//ji A^ /}//- 

(A>- 


V'"* h^A<*^ 

/ // /^ ^ 


X. / 


^ * i . ^ A /" 








?T ? 


t • ^ /'•It f/ * / ' ^ 




■ y ■ • 1 - • / 

cuyX^!' ‘' 

" ~ 'cXrJ‘^r‘ 


M> - 




■r-'^X 

<vjjy 


^. rry a ^ < *•;:>'/• a 

< L-- * I ,o 1 K^l 


Peed of Sale executed by Gurudas Mukberji 




9 . 








' ‘ 


■Wl 










c^i 



' t? mnp^^ 


Agrefemeut executed by Jagamoliuu Roy 





APPENDIX II. 

Maharaja Tejchand Vs. Rammohun Roy and 
Govindpersaud Roy 

JUDGMENT ^ - 

No. 5004. ' ' 

Jvo 

^ ** 

sU ^ I Ar-j^y ^'1*^ 

I A O^])^ I l^rV 


»^_5 ^!) (♦!; eiJilj’ i_^l)I^/o r**t* 

c_LJ <^_su>^ b j uLoDjI y jl jJi=^ 

ci3)y> 8L3Jii^C3 b bJUl Jbw b’ (Sy<ib jjHcl 

jl \^^yXu*.i^y ^ j ^ ^ ^b.) j ^jyA^ jtxi 

8<3'l^^ t"i^ y^ I yo^ 

cjlii^cli' Sjxc^ obo^ ^ ii^y-Lo^y o)oc^ aAj 

Ay«Jfi/0 ^ oi)b^ jJ bbcj ^ o)<>£^ tXre] y aJos^IUj u^IJc y| 

sbe ^(3y L» liLolb I V— i y j) ) OA 4/e Ja/O J (J)^l vi^b^i) 

y^ jl ...^ OJ/O c^baaj) dJ^ | yr* ^ I AYY' 

^^yjjk/e ci.'Jibl S.f ^^bjjbw^ Cl^y c. — ]j \.yS 8 j)i> A,v*yj ^tVixIavwJ 

ylb L_jl«5 )'^ y^AJ^ 8obat ^_j.vAJJy »_^ltV») V^AW I 


u^am*aj v_J1«Ac ^UxmiI ^_jJ^ til/Olb) \^y'^ Isl:^,] ^j!«JJ J jit>[i ^ 

^oJjJowj AxiHx^i yjvdi c^ibi 8oii> jij5 t]j( ^yy A ^ ^ 

dy. ob=w b y yj) j]y] ^oy ^ dJ^ I I' I ‘I dJuw U^W c_Ij y^ j) 

yyji ^-.jbJ dijbji/e ^]y y^r-cy ^)y ^ iHJlbl y b idwb 8<y >^**-1^ 

y dj(*x«.| dr^yi/* y ^b dJlvj ( j^r* b | ^ ‘i dJw^*, c_Ijjj| J dT dj]^ 

jiy) <=_l^ {j^y^ jl*u,b dOjiXc uL^olb) ^ dx.i/ jLr 8;^(^ OJ^ 

oby uvxjy jl y yy a*J ^ ^ c_JJaJ| dJ (ccj/oy 

yy I rn uHlW Jl ^ 

67 
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^yJ^ u?^ uW (^ u!ry 

^jiKj u-rL- jl *4=^ U*I J> jt*3rl ^Ojl U>«^ ^ 

yl j' jtu J / i^OI ^yj H 

JJ(_,«isu4J J JjjI *W 

^ I Arv **% ^ '-M)/ ^ 

ijOJiv* *juy «£^Bj! y ^ ^ ^ _;];* J 

isAsv* (.Jiiij ^ tiil lob liijb) ^^fy leJbc ^1 Ji^»j 
^ ijjy *jb>l»v* £_yfh ^yy yt i£^J1j^ «A*«^ 

^_,cO^ (£^1 *£-jj) iw«^ ^1 ^ **)AJ^4*3 

uf^y *" ^ *^)) jV^ J 1-^ ) «j.^u-i jly •^ly 

^ jlf* ) w—J olfcUi; L.y***' U^ LfZ^ J i^jbOU ^^ytj u>ji> 

‘-h •^y '*^/ ; ^!) u*^ r!) r*" sf-J/ 

^ I A f'r 1 ,^ 1^*“ df*j^ d^)b 

£L_Jj ig,. jJj aT ^y*Jj >bij) ajXJ^ a^Hc iSj^j^ y 

^^JbAA^Jl ujSlsi/* yTl C-h 4^ '^y* J X^ t_/^ 

jl y I^y^ Aj^ ^UJ ,_jC4A*J 

<J*« yy ,___yjAt«.» A*Ja> aJJSjj 1 1* • *f »U^ ^_j*l I yy* 

1 1* * V ly**! ^ ^yblvCw £_Jj) »«iy \j!^Z ^ JJ ^ la^— ^ ^ 

jy^ ,__y4 JJ c— bl H) *Jb il^ oItV y® ^ ,^^^*-./*tIo yw* kiu*KNJ 

y wacL^I .y* J )Z^ (exi* j) J3 aISjo 1 1' ( ♦ y 

[J ^_ylj[j t-f^y y *‘^ ^ «*— Aj ^ j ui— J 

;y^ (i/y* ‘=^b yjb *-!) J ^1) uV rb \j^ ^ 

j’ (»yy y?y* »t4*t y t* ly. j w*^ 4 

JjiUl JjL. ^ ^ ^ JliJK-jutUj uijIjj 

L»^uO“^ “y- ‘-’!>^ '*«lc ti^ jl ijO >:^!j,_;^ f]} W i^UjI jl;04/.f _j 
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, .ulc ic*.w j.*; .vy’iW' y^’ y J b 

A- J .-'c ; wvw5> v_;yc' 

Jii' )’ all oy'y-v’ ^yjN 

.ulc lcw'v.\.- .’ .' ^ : . f''*-'"* ^ >'* , -L* '^•?*:^ ‘-'•^ 5 


il< 

J 

i_’. 

.v»» 



^ -J N *'t * fciL*. 4 

'’ c 

i ' 

.'* dJe 

'c J/ x “■• .’ dC 

y 


% 

,*’v' 

V'’n 


wN' 

J 

? • 

J ~ ', 

,j'^ ’ i 

,y 

>lc 'c..'^ 
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lie }J>ji' 

y; fi’ ^ 

aL*, dx'x.^ 0,: 

- J V 

t • 

t' 


A ..cU- 
<► '-' 

.’ji» 


J»>',> ,3^ 

-/ W' '-' 


c*’; C 

»' J i— 

^ ( ‘ 

xrrx 

y 

J’- 


oVi.< 

\y 

O* 

.VJ If' 

<» i’ »>^ 

1 V ^ 

^^cVviL 

— * ,»<!■' .> ,^^“5 ]! JfJ 

C- '" 0 *''y y 

u 

-'.^1 '} 
J > 


■c . /x \ 
c? > 

c;’^’ 

. 1 

f«A’ -f 

OV-W «.'lt} vj'-^ Jy^t^ J 

il o!jj 

OjljI ^jJu] 

iU ^0 


jJU- * u.,^--.} c-J-e ^L:;’l (J-'S'-’’ u-JlU 


^^•!* '• ’''‘^* t’ vj’ ^ SxLLa^ 

‘<OwI ; c^cUv. /.a^^ ^x. ) t^j ^ I V^ir 

<iL- ^Lax! ji !^ u** "’ "^y ^y; 

jl JL. 

dOjj| L-/^) dASkUw ^(jk3 tcti^XX ^jv\X> ^ 1 ^ 

6^jc iS j 1* 1 A y^ )^y^ (‘)'^]j^ 

tiijjSi. <_jLu p ^])J^ vj^y ^ ^ ij’xw-olo c_Lc(flJ j ^'Ix 

ixlfi tUi-lj 2i^ (_jlslc ^ C)jk. c_CclftJ ^ u— UL j) 

(Ji* Oy-) )b^ ^ ' — ^XjG».jl ^ (_x»A*n> ^ jii 1 CIaJ 

Aallr jl ujji» ^_^LmJ (Ula (ca^ix d^J.) «^b Siy y^uJ A_jJL: (tcIo-Ix j| 

^ f>k> I;* ^ ^iyu ^!y ; <^4-/ ^1; 

^Lo y d — jla lc4d,«AX (Jjla». ^ij} S^Uc y »ixvV»| j+JlflX jyii (jLu dJ d^jC j| (JtsJl p 



532 


RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY 


<!_(» otaUS j jjljj ji jU ji>i oiJila. j ui— I 

^ iXa *3” JlsJI »J jCj trJ^X/* jl J jy It5a.lj^ J <iRk<* A.V 

^1 ^Lj bjl J=> ^) u];l ^jJjl u>-l 1^ _;0 oUu Z. J^jcj ^1 

*3 oy j4lj±o ^yjl yc i_s''3^ ^jiC ^yl j_^Lju* UU* ic,— u 

j-J tHa. vtjy ‘^[jV* u!?!-' t£J*X< iJjj j*ly. jjjo. 

‘-^jj uA'by '-’j^ J' fj'y *?‘!;'r' j V 

J ylu Jj*) |.tu ..Jkte Uyy. j; cuUja^ ^;yj tJjV 

i-jla (c.5a^ «J j ^ 1 L» *1 j jkw* ,_y-yO iC-ul y_>> J |.tSljt) C 5 I Jt j luf J.^ 
L^^jXU *Ojj(j tJjC-J (_^J1jc w(aj^| J *^3^,2*^ i3— 3* WyJ j*Uy*)jiaI ,j3j 

tiai y>-J Ala.'*. 0 y ij* (jt3lj jj y*AJ '; *— i^c Or Aj/* ^y*.’— jOy j j 

J ; ^jryj ^ aV 

uWtf Jl Aflf I 

(CaMoIO tj Vt-WJj) J 

tJA> J ^ ^ C^-x y^W ^ ^a^e ^^^*yub«3 LyJHa^ i>JX 

tixu ^i-Jj ot-y awy'jl jjo^y c_Jj (jijy 

^_yii— b IrJ^ ^ ij**’ yJa^ jj *AXk< 

j uJlj) ^jKi ix»\^ \J'^ y \) i-jbb.4aJ ^ otcjj-'* 

ijbjo ^ 1 VSr (.ji* jJ J.I t>. j.U^I 

yUi ^ lA 0 |4^ ^yG j/ iVio ^ j ^ *jt*l-4 

j L.j^jl ^JLk ^e»4*« OiX« G ^yAlj£k.o}0 j t «.^xb^ J 

*-jy *^T I^T •^j ‘-jy' ^ y* <->y- tV*- 

(^) c_|ill t\*i.() I — Sjnah* y i^^JL* j sji.-if-^ y 

*?• 41-tJ) liJU ^JJJ <A*ijy L_^ cijy d*j^ a3b^ 
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^1, My - wi J>i u/-Ul gl;; ‘-vJ 

^u, Jjy JSji- 

iui y blsj _, il3=.)U J»> SCLI i=.y Oj/ ^ 

4_jiy |3» s» y •^<3; *r ^(=j| Jj-y j 

jjJas Usilc (r J/* c-l) My jiiy j i-J) ^y‘'y* (•!) j*" ‘=^!) '-=^ f!) 

mj/ *" -> 

^uta j v^ o(*jo ^^J jaj |,y <iJ£ij i t- i ‘‘jU J;l 

■y)> -j*!; u/j^ '-^('b <j!i'~’J u/* “^b b 

(_j,owwj ^ jjuv ^ i>/« 

‘— j’ <i— I; JXJ^r ^ c—]j (^h 

4:_(£0t) ^1 ^jy*’ 6^ji jj jLa>) ^OjJ U--v^I) 


iaOJ 




J\ C)jL, V^iwl; L_sl^3\J (UIe tcj^ £_1^ f*!^ 

^cW jI ^ )i>=^ ^^y } (^v^jj-laAwj JiJl^sOju^j 


-l; ^5^ pi; d^y e_'b jO Aa.^1 yjj i_j^^ 0 ^jajJowi 

^ K^y^ ‘^l) jl ^^'A\>JawA3 j j ^xJdve ^tX-iy^ 0 i_^suib i_5)^ 
o^ oU~w «-Xj^ JGw (5aw c-iX/o oGu^ , ^C«aax| 


*sJ| 


j^xui t_5y>. 

^Loaxl ^ i^tXula^J lixysLuy j) jjo j| 

«i/i_Cu ^U]jy’^_5.>iu jjj ^jjj] jUj jj^tuiij 
^.uJw 4(Wy. iT^I jy»o iT 

J^jl, G ^ J 

oV ^ ^ ^ ' 

o> ^^1 , >_! u:„ 
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Jl ^jt»y JJ ^Lc/S^ U-Jli 

t]J J )}^ ; u-^ ^b 

^fySli i^T £_l^ j\j>] ** dxjfji c_lij) va**V\*^^ ^^jCiX^ 

jj U;.Jiai| vili c_^ ^ jAQs itjf c — jj ^J^J^ J l-^ 

J-tfla. ^ oUcl ^ J ^1/ ujljtjW y U) 1>_J^ 1^ J c_W jl;»l ,_^JAxIa-» 

Oa. b j*i3 c_Ij 1 »_»b jU) c:»Ij^ cUj ,^a.I 

^ j ^ c_Cfiflj| jt 

^i*l- <a^Jc j) JJ ;a* ^1 ^yi ^b ^ Ja-1» 

ujyLoJ *i£ tc4i^ i£i^ j 

(^ t_A*^ kJ u^y «^l)yi\a>y 4^ i^ld) ia-*y 

^JL• Am j VC— >J UJsV* G OjCu ^^yj» fi.J^ iJ^y.* ^I^Klisu) ^ 

iiyM y’j ufc*-*«i ^,A^J*lw• iiym ^ iS ^ '^y ** 

i_y*^ ^ c— *Ai>J vJ^J ^ Cl)l>dr c-,^^ Jl ^ <4^ ^jdv* ji) 

Ji*y Ljyj i_j(^ *Alr tca/« <i_lj ^^,|^ J^j) ,Jj>l *Jtla/« lyji 

\J^ o'^uV U^J s?-'* '^J'***’' /' J 'h) J 'b" 03“ " 

<Ki} I f 1 1 itoijJ iriij'^ ifirt^/^ ,__,<ujtuj jj jiHi/* ^jii. i^by 

,ytk* 1^ G ^ ky ,_^]j J c_1jI jIjjI |_,i>jjo j <1^ 

I fr* 1 1" 1 1 lo^'j* **^!;’J ^ ijiH *i_)l=v* i_yG 

^_y5iy kV*Ty Irfuub ijb- **^jy Ckv# jl jy:^(3> ijbtU*.] \j^ 

i_M* f I V^r f»;4*" **^ '^y’ 

*J'^ ixJfJc if liJtyj ^ ut-JlJc 

y-aJl oUJ*J y liijb uiJI JaJ iick *JlIc y ^J*u-^ y il..ay liJibI laa» 

j_/)3ijb-3; (iolM Ji^ jl ^ Jt*G| OjJ jJj. JijI 

UyjtJ IkJlSi: li^Tj Ij foUl JL. G fcjj jl^l j |>| k_yj tl 

J_^jj liUdr JL. >U jOii ^jtu yj ^J.«L. jV" ‘/Mi/* Ojjk>U^.J 
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j ^ jJ*} jb J*i. f'}^ ^Xa-‘ b I 

iji^^ * bro] ilbju G ^ lJ***-y^*^ C-'^Jcb t'UM.' 

* 

cij^bw ji • o’jclT *"'*^' y ^Giwl3/w' o’w'-l 

C-''ibl t jjGjl Iji ^ ‘-'^ V— \y^j'‘ 

Ji JL. ^U ; ^w'x J>»-’ j^'r- J^'^bx c lArr »'•« 


jJb) ^ vV 


JG J.y iLs^S I 

o^'l v.'i^'’'' v_<t'-’ ,^'-'';j'-‘'’j/'J- '—'’ 


U^''-' f 

I 




^UJ- VJf-^ ^ w H 

A-x'^k-i O’yji V/ <sy ;M'' ^y y * ^ 

(_»ark b * A^'iXJ I P 1 ‘i (Jbc--^ 


Aj *livx . c— i»J* I ^ %C*^ 1 -* iA*a X 0 %?*, 

V ^ J J ' S -^ • ^ J ^ 

vGLrjo*) ^jz Aiw^jv^- ^jjG AJf.b ( {'p. G I f' I *{ c-’jX)’ j) A'' b=w 

<i-lj ^^<w» jkJ:b aO^;>c O-’ibI • Axi^r ^^a.\x Jk w^x -e 

• • ■ 

lAAJ^r ^1 ^ cV*-) ^ b u^vvmlX. A' urOx ^ 

A^i jj I f" 1' M u^bJ J c_l^ 

u^lcirtr ji ^1 ji ^yy 

l^jiJb (_^U*u £-.yjl Aki>- ^JJ LuL^Ivac) A^OjI ^1 ylL) v_^*^0 A’ Axaix 

^ '•^]y (i/iy jyaXy6 ^0 j,bl ^^Uj i — O ua. AJ 

^ , — >j^jXJ AA (_^iimA AA <Ji»3AA ^ Jol aLoxj A 3 i^«J,vx 

I At'v «bo ^1) A^i" iibj ^ aj^g ap j'^y 

• • 

A — i.li^)JA) A—Xii ^ A^x^ ^ Cdj( uI^aUaI (_Jyl j iSiL* Jj» ji ^ <_JbcvA 

u.y^ U-%u4> ; cWj sob liLobl ^\hfy viJIJc ^1 Ja^ AjbJbox 

AAbiaive c_Jaa jO , — ^ ^(G ^IJDa' (JaPj *^0 «A«.svc ^^yi*-Vx> 

H- kib lAiJ SO^UO J dJjji 
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* iijjj iJj MrA 

ifl.M«jl ^ ilw) ^^1^ ^-JJ j 

* £ I A I r* Jj’ L^ 

Jc yS^ ^ 

■V *'iJ y L..^ 

♦ ^ <.Mj l_— 

♦ ^ AftlaJ i»»Ci ^ »e, 

* *4i^J *<»*»««fc ^ uv (li^^ i^ci uJ^ w/^*») ub**^ 

^ ij J w-a*" <wi kyli a« *m.)ja. *i>b ^jLt^\x\x^ if ^^3 i_.^i«{L.f u>^ 
* ij1 ii>;; J ^ 

* ‘ir 




^o. 300i 

•• 

^jUa/< ^ I Ar* y^y ^b *;y l-^u 

1 t'rA 1^1 (3^!/® 


Sjic^ -=_I^ yt>j/t> .. . . (il^ib] ^ [*'♦♦0 

^ ^ liL^ibi ,j^>sj^<w) 

a^l !(«Jjiy-j iiJI<J^ j^Uw b.lK^ li UJL^) (JU» (j d/«L' ^ c_y.) 

»_^J|i3c Jt> jA o)3>£^ 6sjy )) rf^cVfl/* 

*/e<jii/e jJ Jx>l O;/ 3J v_,.X«J dC.xj(^=.^ iJmj (_^5(^t> t^/c) y <Jai»JUj 

tf_X«ax> 3* (^1 u>Wi i^ti l)^y^ r ♦ ♦ P 

^a. AxSsC ^^j-vave »olcI i^l (JbjjS' J^Jj^ 

»u> ^b 'y**Ay ^ «A>ty (_y^ ^ 

j_^JIt^c ^i3 yt> ^ Oi^ ^^^f*A,4-wO liLolbj ^3iJ) j i3j*w ^ lAf’V 

^ Joj sob liLoibl U>Jbc Jo ^jESO 80^;^ (SjUisve d^y cL^lbl ji 

liL^lbl Ji^ ^*y^ U,,3v:£i><i (_Xs3JA 

(Jw/*0‘a/® '^il ^y ^ «A4»-> SfcX^tAO y ^^y ^ 

^ iSf^ y)b^ ^ yi,»AiA3 8Jij(ii)0 viiJbl s] 

I^y*^ ^ ^_^liO^U' vj^b Ja^) IiX)/ Si^U) A3) 80j.JU« Si>^j SfM 

^bo li>->>^ St^ljO Aj] Si^l^aw ^ iifoLitJb yy ^jivj ^ stsOO oltijo aj 

Uilfi Jj(- ^Ij ^b^lj ^1^ oL^ Ji,y^ ^)j 

;y=' ^ ‘^;j^ J^)y y ^ \^Yr «u ^^bo 

y^] i^\c^ o^y> ; ^yy^ ‘^b '^rb 
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5M 

.1^ ^ I— »-> *V’ 

S»kj <JS)J It'-') JJji 1 f . 0 l«>4a. lU) ,_)J oltiv* jl jljl itl >;ic_j 

hiyi* jjl >Oy*u J U^— > 

tiia-<ji *t!U) I r-v •'-* ‘G ^ ^Ji\I».U Ul lay 

(juJIjUjJSjj I f* I ♦ *a*- jO j^ii^ jj Sj ij'j 0!;*^ ^ 

.1^1.. .fc U^ * tr Ca^JI tSy* j jjf m-jtl-i 

uV* ('ll (•* I— =Jj >S^ Wjy ij] »Ojt,i>. <jJjj li-A* J 

JjkOj ^<3 1_«J>) t) jy.y» c-l) t/’jb J “=-!) ‘’S’ 

c_Ujj ^JiIJ] V — fijdab V£-^JJ £— jjjl A_Ij tS^Jh^ I ^ ^ 

cb 1““ >-5^ o’/ ‘’iS C/*® i.<^ 

wb^y J ^ !) 

^ jchic J Ji^yd ^^yi ^ ^ ^ ^Jx IaUx'*^ ]Lxt 

‘’j’ c j‘’Jj’ *fj J'' 0"*^ b SuiiJii_yy) iv-j 

,^_^-oiai/* </ ^^y*jO CyqJ ijxiy *JLb tyj jUOjbb 

*bj^ i) jtfjj- J i)Sc ^ if tjic (•/’■ y o' ij;’ (.±--i«i-^ J 

oJ*^ J i-jtia. jjtu ji *4ir *r ^ \yj^ Kj^ 

Jy]y jjfiij] (yj jJ v_.Jli) J Jtu jj jJij j| jM 

i_r^ J ki^lc Uil^ ^ OA^ 4)1/^ l^^£} 1^ J,UM j_J3 yu J 1^ 

J ‘’’V Hj ey ^ ‘1-4^ ^y ly 

*)£aj If**! Awy <f y»R jjjiujl liJU (Jji ^j*\Ajyi>ajy 

^J^ R i.ajU t_il*A. tlirAi JR“ jb?" J* *^J (•jaU jRa' jR- lUy y iaRow* yf4*Ij 

a^U«I j.) JM cy. J ^UGj ^ ^j| J;,j 

‘--S^Ay Jijlkb AAjSy m-OtAAL,^yirkwiIU,^ 

J .^IJA ->4) ^ ^1 ^ ivir ^ 4-A 
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jj *i.Kk- J* ) j' \jb*^ 

^^(i U *il£ te uc!^ j (•* j' J \y* ijyia^ 

^1 (Jh^ (•y’ il-bf yj^ L?^y b oW-a-l j otejj^ 

(Jib ^lUxv* *jt*J-] ui-iv**- I jli y Ij p IV^r *L-jy 

J ut^U- J ytxj ^ lA 0 

tjji^ 1 ^)^ tta* v£.-J to^i OJ^ G ,jbl^ikOb 

y '^* ^ j^l • J/»1 y y yy v>yuJ ^ ^1 tSij ljIja. 

i(^Xv y C<1 y^*^ L/^*^ ^bl twG j) 

^y ^ oy i>*^ j jjL^ y L.J..-X) ijjU (3yi^ j Ij*- 

jl M j J Im I JL ^yO £.b1 L , iXaO^' tfjijii i_j|^<aj 

c^jjSkl >y^ G (^'G frijlc (c»x< *)t*y «^Jki^Glu 1.1)1 

^ ^jaalf] ^ tai «-^'J yi lt>* 4^*11*^ (_yjj|yU II^ G tHUJ mG ytrl 

^ lA^v js^ «u 

^ yy 4— OJGfc obri" ikaJU tlx) 4Jllj,) 

^J t&jj* ^\j ylo 4 a*^ ^^y) i,.^ fj^ 4-« 4) js—Gj b* 

(x-AAj ut^ jylxUii-J i*k* U+ilr GJm^ c— I j <1^;^ tiU^ tU. ^ c— |j 

yti^ ifex) If *1 4*i4:t. *U fvyy* iJiTkyU 4)1 lOy*. 4jjjj 4*„j OiJ jtj*.yy 

u*r^j' !) *^7=^ ^V ‘^jj V— Ik '^•> •>f~^ 

Ot-y ouji ji jy-^ O^ ^_yyu c_J, u^ir jjj olr-ijl t/* 

J ‘—b uV* (•!) u^j! iji^ i_r'V— ) |.yi» 1 ^jJ Jj j ,_;lf<-) <=_!; 

jj ij-^l yy y ^*14^ '- i j jL^ 

t«* uw4 b ^(£j g fi IjjJ 1^1 '^y' i_^4Uili-» 

cMljiiUj) jl j ^ Ojo. ljIj:^ lilt (aV* cj) |__^ |.lj j 

;/i- ajyij„y 

uV^ ‘H)»^l^^/bii:yv<)/i4-/lbia. i^Ub yio ^Ty. b 
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AC-.^=» ^C« ^ J-ula*«3 

jjl aT ^ •^1; j' dx'lkc <-j)j®'I 

_ .IXV/C vijJ o(x=^ JabJ Jk (U. OJ/C ok/e ^Laoil ^ ^jukJ Jl 

G j^jJokvJ ^ j (klkr* -3' (^ -? 4!kUo 

^ccV/e bI^'* t_jJU> jjk [j _/^_s-«^^ j* 

^CiX^i i^^^43JOkla*MJ (V.CjLwy jib c_~u>l (0^ jaw) (JT u));Jj^j4.(l3 , 

* •• 

tVik^ (JJaa^jaw) ^ y'j/* ^^JJjkwS ^1 ju j^l*^l 

*% •* 

^ I— ^ alo vjl JtUjkJ) 


^^^^xsr\5 )o) St^lo In ,wJ 

•> 

j^'o I^ja. i_j)^JI t-jl^) ^_^^V> iCJj| M.1 ( J jAJ ^^1^4.) ^jXrO 

•i-^Jj^ jl *-^ ^ )^b okao ^^j.<3A)iawJ ^Laisii ^ 


*!/ 5 ;V* ) Kjiy^ ^J; 

yj3 ()C,V)| ^U) AJ i^aw Oj(^AAi ^!oI (j! v--**!*^ j) 

^J < — JJJ) cVAC clJj yj^j<^ «3jr jAvli sl^ c_I^ 

o:>I;^k ji U> jjj 8.y' ^lo) Jjs] ^j^Laws 

jl G ^v3J ^O c_IoI i_jG jO 1>=A G o(3j u)3t) 6S]jij i^AA 

O^J^ cV:s^Af^^O ^Gn) ^] ^yi dT Jijo OJ/o ^Uiul 

c^a^G ui^JIacjl ^aa ^1 ^jGj ^yi ^Jii^)G ^4> j_^a^ 

li^GJ aik* OjaLw^ d^LiA* dJc (ca/« c_]; ^1) (jiy dG^ar 

^(h ^G ^jOjJ ^Gkl ^G ^ao ^yil ^Ojj jjaai jj da. a^Iai ^^aj 

jjj d^ JL d^ j oa^ G a:,yk ^^G Jj^c> ^G^j, 

uP'^Awa^a .y- jfa jA »_^I (^i*w ly ^ J^| ^^Jca) dP ^ya^^ 

d) ^) ai^y c:.yi d)G) dik ^1; j*); j) ^^^oJ^Awa JL) 
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Jl iXu I n 1 It'll j't ini'Ax-/ JJ *Jt/* 

C ky u^l, J c_V)| j]j,\ jjiiyl j c-l, 

1 I ('f*'* u>iW 1 I e- ^Vt>) |l if l^j ut...» ii UiJkta ulAct**- j_jjl 

uV*y^ LAHyj iJL* dxX* jl 4 jI*1**4 J— 

jytj ^ iv^r u-- 

laJUXe J uiJUifi 

«J|J*J <— i.Ck 4 jE£ laS* »X^ 

i£*j»j| o^;jl ^ J^ J4>1 ^fl olaw y 

(Xf^ (j GiLil G jV*( ^ £— I— 6 ^ iX^]j.tU. 

j^)) J)j^ *A>a^ '^jy* *^I leJiac ^1 

^Xso &j m..v.».» if a« ia..*(i^ iX^] y (c/J)a£ y jA cAx c^ fjJtS 

^1 UM*— j r**|* Ij*oS/* y ^J4>} *La|j» 

J fcjtel J jJUj y i.-JaAt 4 Ljj» ilitj 

*lCk f^y^y iLa^i *f a>oy ^ ^jU. * 1 aCj 

fJii' } *i-ilo )^y y ^ ^ f ATV 

Jj^xo *jtU*L/< *1-^ ^iulbl *A>y toJ)ac y y ^ ix^ t— 

^yj* i(jj a*av* 0^14* j ojI wb lii^) ^^^y uvJIar ^1 

* Wu Ju-j jl c-^ ^ va— 4^ iOjjy 
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—— y^fO (_Ja 3) V— 

8;^1 ^i 3 dj| 8i^(^ V„^»AA ^ iS/AXjSUii ^ 

^]yb uXj * ^ f A I f* J^' vi>y^ '-r''?;^^ 

:{« U«.~^ t j ^3 V_»/c{Ia«| ^_*AiS 




jic ^i3j^ ^ ^.^ulXap ^ -AjLw^^/c 

:(: S-i ^ J tilxJikA iJi>^ 115^^ 


6^ t,i,yj!ujt> tJJJ y^ iXcK" i_»/*(Zaju) i ^ Aj. j 

* A^iaS I— Ci i_-'Ai3 

* ^-5.^ iW.) St^Lu »3 A)j^ solti (JXj J. f(5 v_^(u».) li^vsW 

5}; ()J I t ^JJ ^ <— 

* ‘If® ^{j 



No 3006 

^ iylj 

^ .u 1^ ; lA* f ' j«y «''* f*-" t’;'* fb 

• ijj ijLii irrA 'i^ o’!r^ i 

• jiCj <^lj Jty» ^'j iEjW JAiUfj) A-^Jjl,-* r- • 1 

4^!jv' iwJLtfj b ,jb.>yjy«J J J. 1 til-jlljl ^ 

i_)j^ ijio^tJ ...^JKw IjAj 0 UK-e) JU tJ j *.*b ,jJl£l 

vul jO *kaJL4J icAlt jh wljc^ l»^ t^) 
r**t* jJijl iS J-i 

iLfliJ *l»^i jj w^Ja. ^1 i-.J— j *J)f*'^ 

jlab iU^ J K>tcl yU» ^*v-J ji^ *AAi* 

;!;*y J J^ ^ lATV ^ *Idf ♦Lai* •i' 

♦jdjksj^ i2.-»jlbl ji ^ t>v^ »°~j ttj) ^ o^ ilib 

lo-Asi^ <.Xsi4) y «i>l Wb iSjJbl ir-Oor ^) ^ yxo 

jl *^jy iAxxiM <A/^ 4> iS-Jj) 

,__^CiA^ (^L- i£*aHj] *£-ij| ♦/MOa* ♦Cjj) ^ iJi^Uo 

j^jbOU uj^ *4>^jO y Ofljb j)^ u>tt* KJijtiki 

j H) uV (J; c^ ^ oij« j j 

.u UtiU ^ Jij), 

Uj— ^> lJlUKkAJS£ ^ g ^ 

■-jt*- jlfl U,iU J_^ Ai^/j i*o|, JL. c_l, 

^ ; yi liSjl Jj ^^b£JU ^jOCS»| ^ iuj ^(^1 

ow J ,V,^ .U|»b5y ^jK, 
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^ ^ y \ •' ^ y-'-' 

* v^Jk'i! ^\%> o'^ f !) ^ ujC^-e ^jzJj 

^w'C fjl' ^0 C IV^r C^-'*' C'y '"’ r' 

.^.av’ .'Iv' c !A’t) ; ^^'Ly Ji'*5 

'^' ^ i;^* j' -J"" ) t^cLv. . 

«.'•' .M.' A' >0 .’tS-’ *»-'’ r'^ O J j i--j'»^ »J3 *>< <^*.a^ (As* Isi-t 

^ y«r*v / j " j j 


a-b.jj 
J J 


U' O -■* - ^-w’* .M-J .> ^b' jlb v__».0'-t «1 j .t>j 

A'L*,tAj . < -v—f' *iA’X ,ri,uu-< 1 'jv i,\' j! cW v_’Vi. j* »«0 A_Cu.'I^ jii 

.<:i. ,.\j Jj c_’w' 'O •-"'^' •' k"* J I C.» *.U i_? *« *.'*> , J'bi 

/^0- 'wv J ^ J j j J '- j J J 

c. 5' ij'>^J ob*' - Lit’ c.'^^ ,A.' ^ ,' t Plb’! — !• » £. — •• j' i<2« • j il 

# 

' \i Ub» Ij Wb*' i> — -tLl^yd f:_l.i.^ 0,a.'b *Jc (rJ-* 

“ J • - 

.vto c lArV *’■■* U-^=^I.^U 

»_*''I^ Aai J tli-v' y <— .'b^i) i^bikllx 0») ACwI Aa^) 

^ — U^‘ v--'**! ^ ^ cUxIsvj! ^ ^ 

Ufilc (CcJ/< ClJ^ OL^ ^ ^\j ^yC 

(_jjl <5 — V — Cj ^ (J«ajb v_^)i. — Ixf* ^ ^ jj (JjJaS 

c^Lfitflj ^ oL«j ^.d dJlu I fi*r ^^;0{f» sU 

‘-y ‘^-7 05*^ *“^(*!; h 

Ji2^o t_-^w) 1 ^,j1 {,j^^ 

^!, UgJx oUy c^l, jty, ^1^ ^oy 

^(rob aT yi yj 

jl Oyk. c_i)^ Aib ^ 

dil^y J«Ujl ajijcUjI |.WJ1 jp_^ J 1^ ^ Jjl^y 

^1, u.is' |.l) ^>>|J ii2.ji u'jy ks; jijj 0 ^.'„u...'. 

k ^UJI jO ^^jC. ^ ^ ^ ^ y3^ jJoJ,^ 
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J y JiU J(- ^ >->J^ o' _) jl if 

^ G JJ wXlw <;_;_) jl 1^ ; 

iI/lJX. i/ij ‘^}jJ *^->) 

^ if V*— I Cf Jj^ aj^jlAa 

c\»tu/* ijCO* 05 '*'^ ,_jJJj1>-« o' JJ i^'^l v_J^ 

J?,JJotJ) k *>4-3 ‘-'j^ '^J^ I_f^ •'^'^ oH'j o' 

0(43. JJ ^jX^i IjI jO >::5j-» ^jJ ^ »J)J ,_,.iwt-> 

04« jf J Oj^ •->lji»!) v'j^ J ' — •' '-^~ uf'*' >* of’j^ “^-'j 

oUy tixjy jl iJ** ^ £-J, C>t«J 1..^ 

*!/ ‘^b ofj* J •■'j*' fj-^ o’ jj^ V' o^*' J oTj-* “^b 

^ J ;'/* *^t ^ 4 J fi_bl y 

JJ ».,JkI) iSX£ •s^' jktSe »ljJ ^ 1^ jj,y 

ljt*lcl I^J ol^y^l L*1 1> j) )k^ C^OI jl^l 

l^jijja. iJa. 0 jiU <^|j) <_>UjO 0 jOJ c/^ 

^jjjjoj jMif^jo ^y4u^_^o>' jb^i jb^ OlX4 C-LoaI) j ] 

J>1- , 0 ^ vtJUcjl ^j!j^jjja.jj)l^^jjt^^^l>Oi» 

^ CjjiU*J 4»lc c_Jj plj jO iCl^ ^ 

J.txj jtfiloj j^jI u>A.Jj _jiaSy ^laJ 

j<BA*.iJ i_>ii4 G i.- ^C m ^1) ) l/^j[j 

y 0 ^..X3aiJ ^ J-tf ) */" J ‘^y 

^ ol>d^ C_jjjl J ui*wii ^^yVutu-3 jJ 

cNi-y «->^ i_iU3 tfilr tcvV* c_Jj ^jj) ,^_^awk-j^ J*#! iiWx- ^_^ 

JVoVo^j‘*S’u/j*'='W’'/ij'^‘e-o' 'y'uo“ oV *) 

*)tu If I <( inijltj ififjju-jO ^_^ml.,.i JJ *Jk* i_^jJ 
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^ cu-h] j\J>] c__l^ 

INI ^ Celtic u^Uv/ (Jj^larx/C ^Jy^ 

*• 

^zsxy B J>/®] Laaib ^JLj CjJ/* jl d— jIxxwj] 

^ I V^ir vjy^ c_{*Jw^ 

vdJjT d^O v_J|«dC d ?^ r^. ^-6^ ^ (L®i3fl/c bF u»/J)tdC 

j/oll ^yy° liltJsu y djXJi^ dsUc dUaw liLoUjl iaw 

^ id/o) (iU-'U^I j' i_f^ i«d^ (Jij| 

•• «• » 

Bidjo^Cj (_Ultdc IjJ^ (j UJLa) (_jtii- E d/ctj ^ d(<L.' ^ic) c I^l L 0^ (j 
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GLOSSARY* 


Abkai' — A manufacturer or retailer of spirituous liquors. 

Abkaree Mahal — The department or office of Abkari, the excise. 
Abkaree Tehsildar — Excise revenue collector 
Adalat, (Adawlut)— Court of justice. 

Aguri — A low caste , mostly cultivators 

Aima, (Ima) — Land granted by the Moghul Government either rent-free 
oi subject to a small quit-rent to learned and religious Mahome- 
dansj or for Mahomedan religious and charitable uses Such 
tenures were recognised by British Government as hereditary 
and transferable 

Amin — A native officer of Government employed either m the 
Revenue Department to take charge of an estate and collect the 
revenues or to investigate and report their amount, or m the 
Judicial Department as a Judge or arbitrator in civil causes 
Amlaj (Omlah)-*The collective head native officers of a judicial or 
revenue court under the European judge or collector 
Arzi — Petition, an address, a memorial, a respectful representation 
whether oral or written 

Asiny (Asvin) — The sixth month of the Hindu luni solar year 
ASSUfy Ashar — The third month of the Hindu luni-solar year 
Augrany (Agrahayana) — The eighth month of the Hindu luni-solar 
year 

Autchalia house — Thatched house 
Bi Si — B engali sana or era 

Baisakh — The first month of the Hindu luni-solar year 

Band Kummie Bundabost (?)— 

Barat — An assignment or order on the revenue It also implies a 
peremptory demand or dunning for payment 
Batta — Difference or rate of exchange, discount 
Batwara— -Partition. 

Benami — Land held in another name than that of the real proprietor. 
Bengal shal— -Bengal year 
Berbaree -Out-house. 

BerhOUSe— See Berbaree 

Bermuttery Brahmottara — Rent-free tenure granted to Brahmins 
Mainly based on Wilson’s “Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms ’’ 
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Bhadra) Bhader — The fifth month of the Hindu luni^olar ycnr 
Bhadrasan BaSlOO land — Plot of land on which the rcBidcntial house is 
built 

Bhandar — A store n room where household supplies ore kept 
BhattacharJ— A learned Brahmin In Bengal it is also applied to any 
respectable Brahman 

Bigha — Measure oF land varying m extent in different parts of Indio 
in Bengal a bigha a 1600 square yards 
Boro— A sort of nee sown in January and reaped in April it is sown 
in low swampy ground, or near the banks of a river where imga 
bon 18 not required 
Boytuckanah— Parlour 
Bunkmal — A kind of Indian ornament 

Canoongo — Village and district revenue officers who, under the 
former governments recorded all circumstances %vithtn their 
sphere which concerned landed property and the realization of 
the revenue keeping registers of the value tenure extent and 
transfers of lands assisting in the measurements and survey of 
the lands reporting deaths and successions of revenue payers 
and erplatntog) when required local practices and public regula 
boni 

Chaitra, Choit— The last month of the Hindu luni'solar year 
Ohakran — Allowances of land or revenue denved from it, professed 
ly appropnated in Bengal to the pay and support of the public 
officers of a village or zammdan including the Zamindar, 
Kanungo, Pntwan Peons, &ca 
Chaukl — Stabon of poUce or of customs 
Gholan — Document sent with goods treasure &c , voucher 
Curat (?) — See Barat 

Daftar — A record a register an account, an official statement or report 
especially of the public revenue roll archives etc An office 
in which public records are kept 

Daftari — A record keeper, a registrar it more usually denotes an in 
fenor office servant who prepares wnbng matenala and arranges 
books 

Dafterkhana An office m general a counhng bouse an office of 
pubbe records 

Post, post office or establishment for the conveyance of letters 
and of travellers 
Dak Moonsheo— Poitman 

Dakhila A receipt for money or goods payment of revenue or rent 
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Danga — Dry land, upland. 

Darbar— A court, a royal court, an audience or levee. 

Darkhast — A petition, application. 

Daroga — An officer or inspector of police, custom or excise station. 

Darpatni talook — An estate held under a sub-lease. 

Dastak — Passport. 

Diwarij (Dewan) — The Head Financial Minister whether of a State or 
a province being charged with the collection of revenue, remit- 
tance of It to the Imperial Treasury and invested with judicial 
powers in all civil financial causes. _ 

Naib Diwan — ^The Deputy Treasurer or Accountant. 

Diwani jail — Civil prison. 

Diwankhanah — ^The court or office of the Diwan , a court of civil 
or revenue jurisdiction : a hall of audience 

Durrozah — Gateway, door. 

Fi S. — Fash san or era. 

FalgOOn — ^The eleventh month of the Hindu year. 

Farzi — It is applied specially to a person who is either altogether an 
imaginary party in a suit or purchase, or to one who although the 
ostensible, is not the real principal, or to a suit or purchase con- 
ducted or effected under an assumed or fictitious name. 

Fasli — The harvest year The era originated with Akbar who 
thought of simplifying the existing chronology by introducing a 
new mode of computing time 

Fatwa — A )udicial sentence, a judgment, but usually applied to the 
written opinion of the Mahomedan law officer of a Court 

Faujdari COUft — Criminal court 

Ganda A money of account, equivalent in reckoning to four kauris or 
cowry shells, or the twentieth part of an anna 

Gumashta An agent, a steward, a confidential factor, a representative , 
an officer employed by Zamindars to collect their rents, by 
bankers to receive money &c , by merchants to carry on their 
affairs in other places than where they reside, and the like 

Hal & Baukaya — Current and arrear. 

Half-nama ^A written solemn declaration by a person exempt by the 
Regulations from being sworn in the ordinary manner 

Hast-O-Bud A comparative account shewing the present and past 
produce of an estate an examination of the assets or resources 
of a country, made before the harvest, and sometimes after 
measurement of the lands * a detailed statement of any lands 
yielding revenue • the rent roll of a village signed yearly 
70 
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by tbe Palwnn the common form is on obslrflcl of cnch ryot’s 
account specifying his tenure, the amount of revenue payable 
by him the quantity of land in and out of cultivation, and the 
amount of revenue realized or in arrear 
Hast-o bud Jama — An account shewing the total amount of revenue 
under all heads of assessment to which any estate is liable 
Hathchilthl— A letter or note wnllcn or avouched (by the hand of) 
Huda— 'An estate one comprising a number of villages 
HuzUr— The presence, the royal presence the presence of a superior 
authonty, us of a judge or collector of revenue and, by 
metonymy the person of the prince or functionary, also the 
place where he presides, the hall of audience the court, also 
abstractly the state the government 
Ihtimamdar — The holder of a trust the person charged with the reah 
zation of a stipulated revenue for a certain district under the 
Mabomedan Government a Zlamindar , also an agent or deputy 
of the Zamindar appointed to realize the revenue of any portion 
of his zamindaii 

Ikrar'^Agreement assent, ratification In law the acknowledgment 
or admission of a right or claim as of a debt 
Ikrartiama— A deed bf assent or acknowledgment in general 
tmah-~Sce Aima 

Imah Muntusbor— 'Distributed aima land 

Ishan nevloS — A hst or roll of names as of Zamindurs m a District 
witnesses m a suit Ac 

Ishtihor — Proclamation, public announcement or notice, advertise- 
ment an advertisement m a public place or a newspaper notice 
by the collector of a sale of lands for arrears of revenue, also a 
paper affixed to a Ryot s cottage requiring him to renew his lease 
vnthm a given term under penalty of his having charged the 
highest rate levied m the village or distnct 
Uwara — A lord a master a name of Siva 
Izara — Farming lease 

Jams Amount aggregate total in general but applied especially to 
the debit or receipt side of an account and to the rental of an 
estate also to the total amount of rent or revenue payable by a 
cultivator or a xammdar including all cesses as well as land tax 
Jama wasll bakl ‘The amount of the collections and outstanding 
balances an account shewmg the particulars of the revenue to be 
paid, of the instalments discharged and the arrears due 
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Sadaf-jama — The collections or revenue of a permanently settled 
estate, as recognised by the government. 

Jhad— A bush, a shrub, a tree. 

Joistee— The second month of the Hindu luni-solar year. 

Kabala — Bill of sale. 

Kabuliyat — A written agreement, especially one signifying assent, as 
the counterpart of a new lease, or the document in which a 
payer of revenue, whether to the Government, the zamindar, or 
the farmer, expresses his consent to pay the amount assessed 
upon his land. 

Karanee— Clerk. 

Karkoon — A clerk, a writer, a registrar 

Kartik — The seventh month of the Hindu luni-solar year 

Katha — A measure of land, the twentieth part of the Bengal Bigha of 
1600 square yards, containing 80 sq. yards, or 720 sq feet. 

Kauree — A small shell used as com in the lower provinces. 4 kauris = I 
ganda 

Kayastha — A caste so termed, or a member of it, the occupation of 
which IS that of the writer or accountant 

Kazi — A Mahomedan judge. 

Kazi-Ul-Kuzat — The principal Kazi under the British Government, the 
head Mahomedan legal officer of the Sadr Dewani Adalat, or 
Court of Appeal 

Khajana — A treasury, the public treasury treasure, money the 
public revenue, the land-tax 

Khalsa — The exchequer, the office of government under the maho- 
medan administration in which the business of the revenue 
department was transacted, and which was continued during 
the early period of British rule. 

Kharija Mahal Separation of a portion or dependency of an estate, 

- or of a Pargana, from the general assessment, and the payment 
of the revenue due from it direct to the government 

Khata— An account-book, a day-book, a journal or ledger, also an 
account 

Khazanchi "A treasurer, a cash-keeper 

Naib khazanchi— Deputy treasurer. 

Khitmatgar— Attendant, servant 

Kist— Instalment, portion , the amount paid as an instalment , the 
period fixed for its payment as a revenue term it denotes the 
portion of the annual assessment to be paid at specified periods 
m the course of the year , such periodical payment is called a kist 
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Kislbandi— Settlement of the inatalmcnl* of the revenue both os to 
lime and omount, payment by instolmcnts 

Kitisal (?)— 

KoraHdar — A bailifF» a shenS s officer on officer of court who ntlochcs 
or diilrams goods and property for debt 
Kos — A measure of distance varying m different parts of India from 
1 to 2 miles but most usually about the latter 
Kyfeoyut — Statement description) report account particulars 
Lao, (Lakh)— A hundred thousand 
Lakhlra] — Rent free land 

Lotbandl — The schedule or list exhibiting the apportionment of an 
estate to be put up m lots at auction for sale or lease 
Madooly — Amulet 

Magh, Maug — The tenth month of the Hindu >car 
Mahal — A province a distnct, n division of oTalluk or district 
yielding revenue according to assessment 
Maharaja — A supreme sovereign pnnee applied in courtesy to every 
Raja 

Maharanl — ^The pnncipal wife of a Raja, or a queen in her own right 
applied also m courtesy to Hindu ladies of rank, although not of 
pnneely dignity 

MahaviS daftar— Keeper of the records the native officer of a court 
charged with the care of the public papers 
Malguzarl — Revenue assessment the payment of land revenue 
also the person or land subject to such poyment 
Malikana— Propnetary allowance 

Maljamin — Open country, a barren or uncultivated plain 
Maraphat, (Marufut) — By the hands of through 
Maukuf Russod — Suspension of increase of revenue settlement 
Maulavi — A learned man a teacher, especially of Arabic, and ex 
pounder of Mahomedan law 

Maund A measure of weight reckoned in Bengal at 40 seers 
Mauza, Mouza A village understanding by that term one or more 
clusters of habitations and all lands belonging to their proprietary 
inhabitants A Mauza is defined by authority to he a parcel 
or parcels of lands having a separate name m the revenue 
records and of known limits 
Modal— The head man of a village the Mandal 

Modi A shopkeeper a steward in Bengal it most usually denotes 
the village shopkeeper a sort of grocer or chandler and 
gram dealer who sells a variety of articles of necessity to the 



SELECTIONS FROM OFFICIAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS 


557 


villagers, and "who are generally in his debt at a usurious rate of 
interest. 

Moojmil Nubis, (Majmal Navis) — Abstract-writer 

Mufassal— A subordinate or separate district, the country, the provin- 
ces, or the stations in the country, as opposed to the Sadar, or 
principal station or town 

Mufti — A Mohammadan law officer, whose duty it was to expound 
the law which the Kazi was to execute. 

M uharrir — Clerk. 

MUjibat— Grounds of appeal as set forth in the pleading of the 
appellant. 

Mukbtar — An agent, a representative, an attorney. 

Mukhtarkar — Same as Mukhtar. 

Munshi — A writer, a secretary; applied by Euiopeans usually to 
teacheis and inteipreters of Persian and Hindustani 
Musnud — Throne 

Naib — A deputy, a representative, a lieutenant, a viceroy, a sub-or 
deputy-collector. 

Nathi — Aggregate of papers and proceedings relating to a law suit: 
a file or bundle of official papers tied up together 

Nazir — An inspector, a supervisor * in ordinary use, the officer of the 
court who is charged with the seiving of process, or who is sent 
to take depositions, and make inquiry into any breach of law or 
the peace. 

Nijcasba — Own village 

Nizamat stipends — Allowances paid to the Nawab Nazim of Bengal 

Notmundeer— Dancing hall 

Qmla — See Amla 

Pakka, Pukka — Substantial, solid, as a building 

Pandit— A learned Brahman, one who makes some branch of Sans- 
crit learning his special study, and teaches it. 

Pargana — A district, a province, a tract of country comprising many 
villages, but of which several go to constitute a chakla or zila 

Parwana — An order, a written precept or command, an order for the 
possession of an estate or an assignment of revenue, a warrant, 
a writ 

Patta, Potta A deed of lease, a document given by the collector to 
the zamindar, or by some other receiver of revenue, to the 
cultivator or under tenant, specifying the condition on which the 
lands are held and the value or proportion of the produce to be 
paid to the authority or person from whom the lands are held 
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the term is laxly applied to a variety of deeds sccunnc rights or 
property in londt alio to a deed of gift in general 
Pattani— A tenure by which the occupant holds of a zamindar a portion 
of the znmindan in perpetuity with the right of hereditary sue 
cession, and of letting or selling the whole or part as long astipu 
lated amount of rent is paid to the ramindar, who has the power 
of sale for anears and is entitled to a regulated fee or fine upon 
any transfer 

Pattanldar — ^Thc holder of an under tenure 

Pattani taluk— An estate or portion of iti underlet in perpetuity by n 
zamindar at an advance on the revenue he pays to government 
Pausha, Pous— The ninth month of the Hindu >enr 
Peon — ^The term commonly used by Europeans for the Hinduslhani 
Piada, a footman a foot soldier on inferior officer of police or 
customs or of courts of justice usually wearing a badge and 
armed with a lance or sword and shield it is also commonly 
though laxly used as synonym of Harltorfl to denote a running 
foot man a courier a messenger 

Peshkar — An agent a deputy, a manager in general for a superior or 
proprietor or one exercising m revenue and custom affairs a 
delegated authority in Bengal the native officer m a judge s 
or collector a office next in rank to the Sarri$htadar 
Piada — Same as Peon 

Poddar — A cash keeper a weighman one whose office is to weigh 
and examine money 

Puibandi — Keeping bridges and embankments &c m repair 
Punya — In the lower proviuces the day on which the revenue for the 
ensuing year is settled, or an annual meeting of the direct revenue 
payers at the office of the chief collector or of the culbvaling 
tenants at the court of the Zeinindar, to determine the amount 
of the assessment the auemblage of the rent payers forming a 
kind of festival or hohday the term is also applied to the day on 
which the first instalment of the annual rent or revenue is paid 

Purdah — Cuitam 

Purohita A family pnest one who conducts the domestic ceremonies 
of a household or family 

Ralyat Rlott A subject but eepcdally applied to the agncultural 
population, a cultivator a farmer a peasant 
Raja— A king O pimce, a title rtvcd to Hmdus of rank 
Rakbabandi A slalemcnt of the area of any estate village or tovm 
ship one of the accounts that should be kept by the villogc 
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accountant, shewing the total quantity of land belonging to the 
community, the portions that pay or are exempt from revenue, 
and those which are cultivated or uncultivated, or incapable of 
cultivation 

Rani — A princess, the wife of a Raja. 

Rokarbahi, Rokher behi— A cash-book. 

Rubakari, Roobacarree — The written record of a case, stating the 
particulars and the grounds of the decision drawn up and authen- 
ticated by the judge in a Company's court, on passing sentence. 

Rusoom — Fees, perquisites, customary payments and gratuities, com- 
mission or allowances upon articles bought and sold made to the 
purchaser or the servant or agent of the buyer or seller. 

Sadar — The chief seat of government, the presidency, as opposed to 
the provinces or Mufassil. 

Sadar-jatna — The sum total of revenue payable to the government 
direct, exclusive of the charges of collection. 

Sadar-tnalguzar — ^The chief revenue payer, one who pays it either 
into the government treasury, or to the collector of a district, 
immediately, and not through any other agency 

Sakin — Resident of. 

Sanad — A deed of grant 

Sarkar — The government, the state, the supreme authority or adminis- 
tration, clerk. 

Sazawal — A native collector of revenue ' an officer specially appointed 
to take charge of and collect the revenue of an estate, from the 
management of which the owner or farmer has been removed. 

Seah — An acount-book, an inventory, a list. 

Seer — A measure of weight, generally reckoned in Bengal at 80 tolas 

Shawl — A kind of Indian wrapper. 

Sherista — A record, a register, office, employment * an office of 
registry or record 

Sheristadar — A registrar, a record keeper, applied especially to the 
head native officer of a court of justice or collector’s office, who 
has the general superintendence of the establishment and charge 
of the public records and official documents and papers. 
Siah-navis, Seahnowees— An accountant, one who keeps the rough 
daily accounts. 

Sicca rupee— A silver com, the standard of value m Bengal under the 

Company’s administration, until changed to the “Company’s 
rupee”. 

Sishya— A scholar, a disciple. 
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Sood Mohurorshlp — Office of wnlcT of jnlctcat 
Sourios — DiBtiUen of wine 

Sraddha 8horaild — An obsequial ceremony in which food and water 
ore offered lo the deceased ancestors of the sacnficcr or to 
the pilns or manes collectively 
Sravana Srabun— The fourth month of the Hindu year 
Subahdar — The governor of a provihee n viceroy under the Mogul 
government a native officer m the Company s ormy holding o 
rank equivalent to that of captain under the European officers 
Surat 1 hal — A representation or report of the facts and circumstances 
of a transaction whether made by an individual before witnesses 
or by a subordinate officer to a superior functionory An inquest 
Sursureo (suit) — Summary (trial) 

Tahood — Promise agreement lease contract a revenue-lease n form 
of the revenue an engogement with the government or its rc 
presentative for the payment of the public revenue which may 
be made separately even by the coparceners m a joint estate 
each becoming responsible for his own proportion 
TalooK — ^An estate, applied lo a tract of proprietary lond usually 
smaller than a zammdari 
Talukdar — ^The holder of o tolook 

Tappa — A small tract or division of country smaller than n pargonn, 
but comprising one or more villages 
Taraf — Portion of an estate 

Tauilh — A revenue account showing under the name of each pajer 
of revenue the total amount as it falls due by monthly instal 
ments the portion actually paid and the balance outstanding 
it 18 usually a village account and is kept by the village account 
ant also a register of the estates of a collectorate kept in the 
Collector s office 
Tehvlldar — Cash keep er 

Thanadarl land — Land for the purpose of paying the establuhment of 
the Thanadar or officer in charge of a Thana 
Ugraun See Augran 

Umedwar A candidate for employment an expectant 
Vakalatnama Letter of authontyi power of attorney 
Vakil An autbonxed public pleader in a court of justice 
Yuma— See Anna 
lamlndar— Landholder 

Zamlndarl The tract of land constituting the poisessioni of a zamindar 
^ll®”“A district a division 
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